
Basic elements of the Synagogue Service 
 

Opening Section 
Praise of God, Morning prayers, and Study texts 

(PSALMS, songs, mediaeval poesy, biblical or Talmudic quotes) 

 
 

Evening    Morning     Afternoon 
        
 

      Bar’chu 
 
 
1. Praise: Ma’ariw   1. Praise: Jotzer 
2. Praise: Ahavat Olam  2. Praise: Ahavah Rabah 
 
       SHMAH ISRAEL 
 
3. Praise: Ge’ulah (Emet)  3. Praise: Ge’ulah (Emet) 
4. Praise: Hashkiveinu 
 
 

Adonai, open my lips … 
 

AMIDA 
 

Meditation 

 
  Regular days      Festivals/      High Holy          Festival 
      Rosh Chodesh        Days              Evening 
          Morning                                            
 
  Tachanun       Confessional 
           Hallel         Prayers 
       
 
If no                   
Tachanun                Meggilah 
and no                                                                 Hakkafot 
Torah Service                    Monday, Thursday, Shabbat morning,  
                                          Festival morning; Shabbat mincha 
     TORAH SERVICE 
    Haftarah (Shabbat/Festival morning) 
 
             MUSSAF AMIDA 
 
 
 
 

Concluding Section 
ALEINU 

Kaddish Yatom (Mourners Kaddish) 
Concluding Hymn (Adon Olam, Yigdal) and Final Blessing 

(Rabbi Adrian M Schell – Source: Annette Böckler, Jüdischer Gottesdienst, Wesen und Struktur) 

(Sermon) 
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„Divine Service“ 

In general we use „Service“ – short for “Divine Service” – for the communal prayer in the 

Synagogue.  

The term is borrowed from the common usage of the English language, but is actually not 

really fitting to describe what is happening in Synagogue. The English term “Divine Service” 

is used to describe a procedure in which humans serve God, usually in form of a specified 

actions, deeds, liturgy, and songs. The term is derived from the “liturgy of hours” in a 

monastery, called “servitium Dei”, a service or office for God. 

Liturgy  

The other often used term is “Liturgy”, taken from the Greek “leitourgia”, which was original a 

term used in constitutional law to describe a service (effort/activity) of one for people and thus 

to the polis and the state. In Rome it was used to describe more general levies / taxes. In 

regards to religions it means basically that someone is doing a service for the community, 

e.g. in the Orthodox Church a priest is performing behind the Iconostasis (a wall that 

separates the altar from the community) parts of the service.  

 

“Jewish Service” ? / Jewish Liturgy? 

As mentioned before, we commonly use service or liturgy to speak about what is happening 

in a Synagogue, but actually miss an important point. While we define the synagogue practice 

as service, or liturgy, we wouldn’t use it for the prayers we would do in private or at home, 

even though they are the same. And beside some exceptions, there is no difference between 

a private and a communal prayer, and the prayers are not different if done by a rabbi or a lay 

person.  Therefore, the usage of “prayer” is much better, or to be more precise it is a recitation 

of prayers and text in a set order. 

 

Avodah 

Yes, we have in Hebrew a term, which actually means “service” in the above defined way, 

but in general we use it to describe the service in the temple. Even though we find sources in 

the Talmud that say that “avodah” is the community service, it hasn’t be used that way often 

(the Progressive siddur in Israel is called “Avodah sh’ba’lev – service of the heart).  

 

T’filah 

The generic Hebrew term for prayer and/or service is T’filah. It is derived from the root P L L, 

meaning “to sit in judgment”. For “to pray” we use the reflexive form of the verb, “hitpalel”. 

Translated to English it means something like “to beg/ask for a (good) Judgement”. In 

essence T’filah” is a petitionary prayer. 

 

The structure of the service 

Basically a Jewish prayer service is a wonderful piece of art, a collection of interwoven quotes 

from the Bible, Talmud, rabbinic sources, mediaeval hymns and poesy, and modern songs. 

Over the years they were put in a specific order or structure that is the overall framework for 

all services. 

 

Within this framework we can make a sperations according to the traditions (Ashkenazi, 

Sephardi, Sefarad (Chabad), Orthodox, Progressive) and time (evening=ma’ariv, 

morning=shacharit, afternoon=mincha, Shabbat, Festival, weekday) 

(Rabbi Adrian M Schell – Source: Annette Böckler, Jüdischer Gottesdienst, Wesen und Struktur) 


