
Rabbi Adrian M Schell                                                                                              …………    ..Rabbi Julia Margolis 
Rabbi Hillel Avidan, Emeritus 
 

Bet David Weekly News  
Ad Kan כאן עד  
  Shabbat Ekev 

08 August 2015 – 23 Av 5775 

 
Friday 07 August – 18.00 Kabbalat Shabbat Service; Shabbat chocolates sponsored by Angela Eloff in 
honour of Troy’s 12th birthday on 06 August; Service is followed by the Congregational TTT supper in the 
Rondavel; 18.00 Child-care in the Youth Centre 
Saturday 08 August – No Religion School (School long week-end); 08.45 Breakfast Shiur (Rondavel); 
10.00 Shabbat Morning Service followed by a b’rachah sponsored by Jo and Michael Norris in honour of 
Michael and Daniel's birthdays on 05 August 10.30-11.30 Children’s Service (Youth Centre) 
Friday 14 August – 18.00 Kabbalat Shabbat Service; 18.00 Child-care in the Youth Centre 
Saturday 15 August – 08.30 Religion School; 10.00 Shabbat Morning Service followed by a b’rachah 
sponsored by Jack and Bev Bancroft in honour of their 30th wedding anniversary 10.30-11.30 Children’s 
Service (Youth Centre) 
Friday 21 August – 18.00 Family Shabbat Service; followed by PIZZA (sponsor welcome) 
Saturday 22 August – 08.30 Religion School; 10.00 Shabbat Morning Service followed by a b’rachah 
sponsored by Mick and Sonya Leiman in honour of their 70th wedding anniversary; 10.30-11.30 Children’s 
Service (Youth Centre) 
Sunday 23 August – 10.00 Clean-up of Childrens’ Section at West Park Cemetery.  (RSVP to the office.) 
 

 TTT Congregational Supper 
Join the Bet David Community for a TTT (Tarts, savoury with salad, 
Toots and Tiramisu) supper on Friday 07 August in the Rondavel, 
after the Shabbat Service, sponsored by Arnold and Juanita Levin.   

 

Breakfast Shiur with Rabbi Schell: Our learning journey on Saturday mornings continues this Shabbat, 08 
August at 08.45. Coffee/tea and a light breakfast served. This study session is open for all, no background 
knowledge is required, and questions are very welcome. 
The prayers of the High Holy Days – Workshop on two evenings. On 27 August and 03 September @ 
18.00 in the Rondavel. Just before the High Holy Days Rabbi Schell invites you to dive into the liturgy of 
the High Holy Days and to learn more about the history and ideas of these wonderful prayers – a special 
opportunity to prepare yourselves for Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. This study session is open for all. 
Please bring your Machzorim (Gates of Repentance High Holy Day prayer books). 
 

Clean-up of the Children’s Section at West Park Jewish Cemetery 
Please join our Rabbis in an effort to clean up the area around the Children’s Section of West Park 
Cemetery on Sunday 23 August 2015 at 10.00.  Perform a mitzvah - meet at WPC with small gardening 
tools, rubbish bags etc. Please RSVP to admin2@betdavid.org.za or 011 783 7117 if you are attending.   
 

Community Diary and Events 
Please note - the WPJ Rock 'n roll evening on 29 August has been cancelled.    

Save the date – Bet David’s “4-Fore-Four” Annual Charity Golf Day – Tuesday 03 November 2015 
 

Thank you for recent donations 
Yahrzeit – Sandy and Peter Levenberg in memory of Julius Blitz; General – Henry Stephan for donating his 
60th birthday cake to Mitzvah School; B’racha sponsorship – Michael, Jo and Daniel Norris; Shabbat 
Chocolates – Angela Eloff.  

Warm welcome to new members 
Ronen & Angie Bar and Craig & Claire Lewis who recently joined Bet David.  

 

mailto:admin2@betdavid.org.za
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Mazal Tov 
Martin and Cynthia Rosen on the engagement of their daughter, Emma to Gary Mirkin, 

son of David and Janine Mirkin.  
Happy birthday to all who have birthdays this week [03 - 09 August] – Marcelle Meisel; Cynthia Rosen; 

Michael Norris; Lee-Ann Effune; Barry Berold; Marianne Granat; Rafi Bar-Hen; Children – Troy Eloff; 
Kristen Halley (Craul); Aiden Kornberger; Audrey Assaizky.  

 

Speedy Recovery-Refuah Shleimah 
Ruth Jordan; Chris Sherlock; Gabrielle Smith; Joshua Smith. Please contact our office to report a 
hospitalisation or illness and advise whether you would like a visit from one of our Rabbis. 
 

Weekly Yahrzeits 
Michele Joelson remembered by Bruce, Dani, Angie and Carly Joelson; Patricia Milner remembered by 
Ben Milner and Eric Milner; Gerald Stein remembered by Thora, Suzanne and Leah Stein; John Wessels 
remembered by Juanita Levin; Barney Yawitch remembered by Mavis Yawitch. 
 

High Holy Day Calendar 2015 – 5776  
The countdown to the High Holy Days has begun! Information regarding the upcoming High Holy Days has 
been emailed to all members. Membership is vital to our congregation - please ensure that your account 
payments are up to date. High Holy Day Admission Tickets will be emailed during the first week of 
September, to all congregants whose accounts are in good standing. Please contact Diane at the office 
should you have any queries regarding your account. 

High Holy Day Appeal 
An exciting year is coming to an end. 5775 has brought Bet David many changes, such as a new rabbinic 
team, and exciting opportunities for growing and expanding our services. Many of these changes have 
only been possible because we received support from our congregants. We are very thankful for your 
help. As it is customary at this time of the year to make a donation to your synagogue, we appeal to you 
to give consideration to the needs of Bet David, your congregation and those whom we assist throughout 
the year. Your contributions will be greatly appreciated. 
 

Date  Time Service 

Sunday 13 September   18.00 Erev Rosh Hashanah 

Monday 14 September 10.00 1st Day Rosh Hashanah 

 11.00 Children and Youth Service and  

Monday 14 September 13.30 Tashlich Ceremony   

Monday 14 September 18.00 Erev 2nd Day Rosh Hashanah, followed by a communal 
dinner in the Middleton (information to follow)  

Tuesday 15 September 10.00 2nd Day Rosh Hashanah, followed by b’rachah 

Friday 18 September 18.00 Kabbalat Shabbat for Shabbat Shuvah 

Saturday 19 September 10.00 Morning Service for Shabbat Shuvah 

Tuesday 22 September 18.00 Kol Nidrei 

Wednesday 23 September 10.00 Yom Kippur Morning 

 11.00 Children and Youth Service and Activities by Netzer 

Wednesday 23 September 13.30 Shiur – Study Session 

Wednesday 23 September 14.30 Yom Kippur Afternoon/Mincha  

Wednesday 23 September 16.45 Tree of Life Memorial Leaf Dedication (Shul Foyer)  

Wednesday 23 September 17.00 Yizkor Service followed by the Neilah Service 

Wednesday 23 September 18.39 Havdalah – followed by  Breaking of Fast (Rondavel) 

Sunday 27 September 18.00 Erev Sukkot 

Monday 28 September 10.00 Sukkot Morning, followed by b’rachah (Bet David) 

Sunday 04 October 18.00 Erev Simchat Torah 

Monday 05 October 9.30 ! Shmini Atzeret Torah (Beit Emanuel) 
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RABBI MARGOLIS’ WEEKLY COLUMN 
This past week has been a dark one in Israel. We are all mourning the innocent children murdered in the 
name of baseless hatred. There is no justification to any murder. It's a loss of life, doesn't matter how old 
the human being is, but the situation becomes impossible to understand when we are talking about a 16 
year old girl who was murdered before she was able to start her life. One of my dear friends is Rabbi 
Stephen Fuchs, the former President of the World Union for Progressive Judaism. Rabbi Fuchs is trying to 
look at this horror from a different angle. He shared with me his thoughts about Shira’s death and allowed 
me to share with our congregants. 
No country in Asia comes close to Israel’s affirmation of LGBT rights, and observers commonly regard Tel 
Aviv as one of the most gay-friendly cities in the world. The government of Israel affirms LGBT rights, and 
even the mainstream Orthodox establishment concurs. When the chief rabbi of Jerusalem, Aryeh Stern, 
went to Hadassah Ein Kerem Hospital to visit the victims of Yishai Schlissel’s despicable stabbings at the 
annual Gay Pride parade, he proclaimed, “It is a day to pray for the safety of the wounded.” His visit was 
an important gesture and sent an important message. The Orthodox establishment is not the problem. In 
fairness too, far from all the ultra-Orthodox population advocate violence against Israel’s LGBT 
population. 
And yet we cannot deny that Yishai Schlissel comes from a fanatical fringe environment that continually 
calls any sort of LGBT sexual activity an “abomination.” An apt analogy is Yigal Amir’s 1995 assassination 
of Yitzhak Rabin. Most of Israel supported Rabin, but many citizens objected to his peace initiative. 
Supporters and detractors engaged in vigorous debate, but only the fringe far right called him a rodef, 
one who threatened Jewish lives and was therefore fair game to be cut down. That fringe right — well 
beyond the Orthodox and even much of the ultra-Orthodox spectrum — also influenced Yishai Schlissel. 
He took cues from the likes of chief rabbi of the Samaria region in the West Bank, Elyakim Levanon, who 
called homosexuality “an abomination.” 
Ah, the old abomination tag? It comes from Leviticus 18:22, which calls men lying with men an 
abomination, and 20:13, which says those who do so “shall be put to death.” As many have pointed out, if 
we did that, those who gather sticks on the Shabbat or insult their parents are also subject to execution. 
The real sin here is “bibliolatry” the sin of taking the Bible literally and not interpreting it to reflect 
anything beyond the literal rendering of the words. What gives homosexual acts “privilege of place” over 
those other “abominations”?  
Here’s a guess. Everyone gets that the death for gathering sticks on Shabbat business is to impress the 
reader with the importance of making Shabbat a special time. The same goes for impressing kids to 
respect their folks. As for a man lying with a man, we need a different perspective. I challenge anyone to 
carefully read the 39 books of the Hebrew Bible and show me a single clear reference to a homosexual 
relationship described in warm, loving terms. David’s relationship with Jonathan might have been that (I 
Samuel, 19 ff) or it could have been a strong “bromance.” We cannot be sure. What is sure is that the only 
clear biblical references to men “lying with men” are to forced acts of homosexual sex as in the context of 
war or rape situations. The desire of the men of Sodom to force themselves upon Lot’s protected guests 
(Genesis 19) is a prime example. Of course the Bible condemns such acts. It is clear to me as well that the 
“abomination” passages are trumped by one of the most basic principles of Hebrew thought: that human 
beings are created “in the image of God (Genesis 1:26ff).” 
Any serious Bible student should be able to see that if God made people a certain way, and we revere 
God, than we need to respect the diverse innate realities of others’ lives as a reflection of the Divine. The 
ability to interpret biblical passages as I do here (and the way I do so in my book What’s in It for Me? 
Finding Ourselves in Biblical Narratives) is not new. In the Talmudic era (c. 200 B.C.E. until c. 550 C.E.) wise 
sages interpreted scripture in such a way to upgrade the status of women in many important ways and 
made other vital innovations to bring the emerging Jewish religion from an ancient agrarian society to a 
much more urban one. Unfortunately, the fringe ultra-Orthodox has failed to evolve in any way since 
then. As far as LGBT issues go, society itself has been slow to evolve. The good news is that we are in a 
period of great awakening and growing awareness. Let’s pray and hope that this horrible experience we 
saw this past week will never comeback. May Shira’s memory be for a blessing. - Rabbi Julia Margolis  

Ad Kan emailed on Thursday; deadline Tuesday. Submissions to admin1@betdavid.org.za 

mailto:admin1@betdavid.org.za
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Bet David Kehillah 
 Our MEGA Jumble Sale draws CLOSER! Beit Emanuel – 6th September – THE UNITED SISTERHOOD –

doors open at 10.00. We continue to collect jumble and bric-a-brac. Please let us have your old shopping 
packets and bags. We invite you to volunteer some of YOUR VALUABLE TIME.  

 We need volunteers to help set up from Monday 31st August to Friday 4th September.  

 We need volunteers to help with the sale on Sunday 6th September. 
Tzedakah is not limited to monetary gifts; time is also a form of charity.  
Please contact me if you can help.  With thanks - Marian 011 646 2409 or mariang@unitedsisterhood.org.za. 

 Bet David Kehillah is collecting good jumble and bric-a-brac for The United Sisterhood Mega 
Jumble Sale. Items can be dropped off at the shul office, weekdays 09.00 - 14.00.   

Monthly Feeding Schemes Food Collection – next on Sunday 30 August - 09.00 to 13.00 at Pick ‘n Pay 
South Rd, Morningside and Hyde Park branches. Contact Lesley Rosenberg 0832366823 if you can help for 
one hour or more. Place non-perishable groceries in the trommel in the foyer for the feeding schemes.  
Kehillah Social Club - All welcome to join Kehillah for an outing on 19 August - an exciting hop on hop off 
bus tour of Johannesburg. R150 per person, excludes lunch. RSVP office 0117837117 or Gail 0832289365. 
Invitation attached to electronic Ad Kan. 

Torah Reading for Shabbat Ekev 
Deuteronomy 7.12 – 11.25 (Reading: 11:1-25 - Plaut p.1238; Hertz p.790)  
Haftarah: Isaiah 49:14-51:3 (Plaut 1251; Hertz p.794) 
Once a month, students from the Bet David Introduction to Judaism Course (ITJ) will write for the Ad Kan. 
Here is this month’s contribution from Gillian Read. 
In this week’s Parshah, Ekev, Moses continues with his final address to the people of Israel. He promises 
that, if they fulfill the mitzvot of the Torah, they will prosper. He describes the land they are about to 
enter as flowing with milk and honey. The Promised Land is blessed with the seven kinds: wheat, barley, 
grapevines, figs, pomegranates, olive oil and dates. However, these blessings are dependent on the 
people and their faithfulness to the covenant they have entered. 
Moses reprimands them for their failings, including their idol worship of the golden calf. He also speaks 
about Korach, leader of the Levites, and his rebellion. Although he condemns their rebellious ways, he 
also talks about God’s forgiveness. God forgave the people of Israel for the sin of the golden calf and gave 
them the Second Tablets. 
Moses concludes by calling on the people to love God, fulfill His commandments and walk in His ways. He 
speaks about the second section of the Shema – which His people should place these words in their 
hearts; bind them as a sign upon their hand and teach them to their children. This will forever be our 
reminder. As long as we remember these words, recite them every day and impress them upon our 
children, He will ensure that our days - and the days of our children - will be multiplied. - Gillian Read 

Podcast of Rabbi Schell’s Radio Sermons on Radio Today, follow http://betdavid.podomatic.com/. 

SHABBAT SERVICES & EVENTS 
FRIDAY EVENING 18:00 Kabbalat Shabbat Service; SUPERVISED CHILD-CARE for ages 0 – 6 (Youth Centre) 

BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS—Last Friday of the month (next 28 August);  

FAMILY SERVICE 18:00—21 August; 23 October; 06 November; 04 December 

 SATURDAY MORNING: 08:30 - 10.00 Religion School Term 3: 25 July - 26 September  
10:00 Shabbat Shacharit service, B’rachah follows; 10.30 Children’s Service (3 – 10 years) (Youth Centre) 

CONGREGATIONAL SUPPER— TTT – 07 August, following the 6pm service 

BREAKFAST SHIUR WITH RABBI SCHELL 08.45—08 August; 22 August; 5 September 

Rabbi Adrian M. Schell – rabbi.schell@betdavid.org.za;  
Rabbi Julia Margolis – rabbi.margolis@betdavid.org.za 

Tel:  +27 11 7837117 Fax:  0865569413 / Office hours 09.00 – 14.30 (Mon-Thurs)  
09.00 –13.00 (Fri & Erev Yom Tov) / accounts@betdavid.org.za (Diane) 
admin1@betdavid.org.za (Glynnis); admin2@betdavid.org.za (Sharon) 

Emergency numbers: CSO 0861800018; Hatzolah 0832221818; Shalom Bayit 0113210505 
CAP 0861 227 227 / 0861 CAP CAP, to report any suspicious activity 

mailto:mariang@unitedsisterhood.org.za
http://betdavid.podomatic.com/
mailto:rabbi.schell@betdavid.org.za
mailto:accounts@betdavid.org.za
mailto:admin1@betdavid.org.za
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