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Bet David Weekly News  
Ad Kan כאן עד  

  Shabbat Pinchas 
11 July 2015 – 24 Tammuz 5775 

 
Friday 10 July – 18.00 Kabbalat Shabbat Service followed by l’chaim sponsored by Len and Lali Gerber; 
18.00 Child-care in the Youth Centre 
Saturday 11 July – 10.00 Shabbat Morning followed by a b’racha (sponsor welcome); No Children’s 
service 
Sunday 12 July – 11.00 Consecration of Tombstone for Late Arthur Chaskalson, West Park Cemetery 
Friday 17 July – 18.00 Kabbalat Family Shabbat Service followed by a light supper (sponsor welcome);  
Saturday 18 July – 08.45 Breakfast Shiur; 10.00 Shabbat Morning followed by a b’racha (sponsor 
welcome); 10.30-11.30 Children’s Service (Youth Centre) 
Friday 24 July – 18.00 Kabbalat Shabbat Service  
Saturday 25 July – 08.30 Religion School resumes for Term 3; 10.00 Shabbat Morning Service includes 
the Bat Mitzvah of Gabrielle Smith.  Service followed by a b’racha sponsored by Steve and Andie Smith in 
Gabrielle’s honour 10.30-11.30 Children’s Service (Youth Centre); [Rabbi Schell leading services at Bet 
Menorah, Pretoria] 

Kabbalat Shabbat Family Service: The next Family Service will be on Friday evening 17 July followed by 
light supper.  Sponsorship for the supper welcomed. The service not an exclusive service for families only 
- everyone is welcome to join, and to participate, and we encourage lay leader participation.  

  
                                                        GIVE A RIDE! 
Do you have a spare seat in your car coming to Shul on Fridays and/or Saturdays? If 
so, you can do a great Mitzvah for us. We have at Bet David several members who 
would love to join us for services, but can’t come by themselves. We would be very 
thankful if you could offer a lift to one of these members on a regular basis. Please 
contact Glynnis in the office if you can. THANK YOU SO MUCH! 

 
Bet David is an open and welcoming congregation  

In last week's edition of the Jewish Report, Geoff Sifrin published an article about same-sex partnerships. 
Following his article one could have the impression that lesbians and gays have no "home" in Jewish 
congregations in South Africa. In a Letter to the Editor, Rabbi Adrian Michael Schell clarified this, by 
pointing out that Bet David - like all other Progressive congregations - is not only welcoming lesbian and 
gays, but also provide for them any life cycle events and pastoral care as they do with any other couple or 
individual. Please read his letter to the editor, attached to this newsletter. 
 

Mazal Tov 
Kehillah 50/50 Club draw winners Kenny Klugman (June); Martin Rosen (July). Happy birthday to all who 
have birthdays this week [06 to 12 July] - David Rootenberg; Julian Lipson; Lara Haskins; Sarah Maselle; 
Harene Sueltz; Ivan Schlapobersky; Anthony Bock.  

 
Neo Eloff celebrated his Bar Mitzvah at Bet David last 
Shabbat.  L-R Neo and Rabbi Adrian Schell; proud mom 
Angela Eloff, Neo, Rabbi Schell and Desmond Sweke at the 
b’racha in the Rondavel. 
      

                   

Ad Kan emailed on Thursday; deadline Tuesday. Submissions to admin1@betdavid.org.za 
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Condolences - Hamakom Y’nacheim 

Terence Tobin on the passing of his grandmother, Diana Tobin, mother of Mark Tobin. May her memory 
be for a blessing. 

 
Speedy Recovery-Refuah Shleimah 

Jenny Correia; Andrew Hicklin; Merle Oshry; Adri Powell; Sue Randall; Chris Sherlock; Chris Smit; Molly 
Smith; Abrie Wentzel (friend of Natalie Berning); David Woolf.  Please contact our office to report a 
hospitalisation or illness and advise whether you would like a visit from one of our Rabbis. 
 

702 Walk the Talk 
Please help Rabbi Schell to support the Lewandowski Chorale Team in their efforts to raise funds to go to 
Berlin to participate in the prestigious Lewandowski Festival. 
Therefore, Rabbi Schell will take part in the “702 Walk the Talk” on 
Sunday 26 July, and is asking for congregants to sponsor a metre, or 
kilometre of his walk. You will find in the foyer of the synagogue a sponsor 
sheet, and prepared envelopes. Rabbi Schell is grateful for any amount donated to support this wonderful 
project. If you would like to learn more about the choir, please see attached pamphlet. Thank you all! 

 
Thank you for recent donations 

Yahrzeit – Geoff van Flymen in memory of Gladys van Flymen; Len Gronemann in memory of Hans 
Gronemann. Kehillah – Martin Rosen who donated his 50/50 Club winnings to Kehillah. 

 
Weekly Yahrzeits 

Meyer Meltz remembered by Jackie Meltz; Jack Berman remembered by Melanie Bailey; Gladys van 
Flymen remembered by Geoff van Flymen and Brian van Flymen; Joyce Schwartz remembered by Brian 
Schwartz; Barney Levin remembered by George Levin; Ronald Cohen remembered by Shirley Cohen and 
Derek Cohen; Jeff Berman remembered by Melanie Bailey. 
 

Community News and Events 
Quiz evening 14 July at 19.00 in the Middleton Hall, Bet David. Join the 
Lewandowski Chorale at their fundraising Quiz Night on Tuesday 14 July. 
Assemble a team of 6 to 10 friends or family and show how brainy you are! 
Topics will include general knowledge, sports, geography, current events, 
celebrities and music. Cost R80 per person. Food and drinks will be on sale. 
Prizes to be won by the best team! Here is the link to the Facebook event: 
https://www.facebook.com/events/867191076706917/ 
Breakfast Shiur with Rabbi Schell: Our learning journey on Saturday mornings continues on Shabbat 18 
July at 08.45. Coffee/tea and a light breakfast served. Topic: “Learning from parashat Mattot Massei”. 
This study session is open for all, no background knowledge is required, and questions are very welcome. 
Saturday 29 August, 20.00 – Join Women of Progressive Judaism (Gauteng) for an evening of Rock ‘n Roll 
hosted by Mervyn Dendy. R125.00 includes a light supper. Tickets from Giddy 0824430898 or the office.  

 
Hebrew Class at Bet David 

Bet David would like to start a Hebrew Class for adults. To start, we need a minimum of 10 students. 
Classes will be once a week for 90 minutes, approximately 20 sessions. Costs for each class will be around 
R50.00 per person (R1200.00 for the course). If you are interested, please contact the office 
(admin2@betdavid.org.za) and indicate what will be the best day and time in the week for you, and what 
your level of Hebrew is at present. 
 

Please follow the link below to view the SACRED article published in the Jewish Report: 
http://www.sajr.co.za/news-and-articles/2015/07/07/muslim-scholar-talks-on-progressive-islam 

https://www.facebook.com/events/867191076706917/
mailto:admin2@betdavid.org.za
http://www.sajr.co.za/news-and-articles/2015/07/07/muslim-scholar-talks-on-progressive-islam
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 RABBI MARGOLIS’S WEEKLY COLUMN  
The Conversion Saga 

Israel's minister for religious affairs criticized Reform Judaism on Tuesday, saying he doesn't consider 
members of the denomination to be Jews. 
David Azoulay of the ultra-Orthodox Shas party told Israel's Army Radio on Tuesday that these are "Jews 
who lost their way" and he hoped they would "return to the midst of Judaism according to Jewish law". 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu later issued a statement saying he rejects the minister's 
"hurtful remarks about reform Judaism, which do not reflect the position of the Government". 
The comments by the Religious Affairs minister followed an Israeli Cabinet decision to: 
Reverse an initiative aimed at easing the conversion process to Judaism. It marked a blow to the previous 
Government's attempts to break the ultra-Orthodox monopoly in Israel and make Judaism more inclusive. 
The more liberal streams of Judaism (Reform and Conservative) make up the largest denominations in the 
United States but they are smaller in Israel, where religious life is dominated by a strict ultra-Orthodox 
establishment. 
In response, Rabbi Gilad Kariv, IMPJ (Israeli Movement for Progressive Judaism) executive director, issued 
the following statement: 
“Today, the Israeli Government is once again rewarding the Orthodox monopoly, even though its only 
“success” has been pushing Israelis further and further away from Jewish tradition, all the while 
continuing to hinder Israeli citizen’s basic right to equality and religious freedom. 
The Government’s decision of moving the rabbinic conversion courts from the authority of the Justice 
Ministry to that of the Ministry of Religious Affairs proves how much the conversion courts are not part of 
a healthy and democratic legal system but rather an extension of a warped and corrupt rabbinic 
establishment. This decision gives young Israelis another reason to turn their backs to marriage through 
the Orthodox rabbinate and vote with their feet and hearts against the Orthodox monopoly. In addition, 
the unspeakable ease through which the conversion reform can be annulled proves that the grand 
majority of municipal rabbis in Israel are not at all interested in handling conversions. If this was not the 
case, then dozens of municipal rabbis would have raised their voices loud and clear against this decision. 
In the current state of affairs, we call upon the moderate powers that be in the religious Zionist camp to 
awaken from the illusion that the national rabbinic establishment can be repaired from within through 
short-lived reforms, and instead, reshape the relationship between religion and state in Israel on a 
community-driven, honest and pluralistic basis.” (www.reform.org.il)  
It is a very disturbing situation, when Israelis are pushed away from the religion and need to vote with 
their feet against the ridiculous monopoly over religion. It’s a sad situation when Israeli minister Azoulay 
should be reminded that Israel is a home for all Jews and that as minister of religious affairs, he serves all 
of Israel’s citizens. Until we all (as a movement) do not show the orthodox movement (and this doesn’t 
matter if it is in Israel or South Africa) that we won’t be treated as second class citizens - we will continue 
to get more of these nasty remarks. Shabbat Shalom. Rabbi Julia Margolis. 
 

Bet David Kehillah 
Monthly Feeding Schemes Food Collection—Next on Sunday 26 July - 09.00 to 13.00 at Pick ‘n Pay South 
Rd, Morningside and Hyde Park branches. Contact Lesley Rosenberg 0832366823 if you can help for one 
hour or more. Place non-perishable groceries in the trommel in the shul foyer.  
Kehillah 50/50 Club— For only R180.00 a year join Kehillah for the monthly draw. EFT – Bet David 
Sisterhood, Nedbank acc: 1970476214 Sandton branch: 197005 Ref: 50/50+Name. Forms from Bet David.  
Bet David Kitchen—Home-made delicacies available from our own kitchen! Place orders by Monday with 
Sharon 011 7837117/admin2@betdavid.org.za for collection on Friday 12h00.  
Celebrate a Simcha with your community—Sponsor Shabbat sweets; Birthday chocolates; Erev Shabbat 
l’chaim; Shabbat morning b’rachah. For information call the office 011 7837117 
Kehillah is collecting good jumble and bric-a-brac for a fund-raising. Items can be dropped off at the Bet 
David office, weekdays 09.00 - 14.00.  The MEGA Jumble Sale is happening on 6 September. 

Kehillah Social Club—All welcome to join Kehillah for an outing on 19 August - an exciting hop on hop off 
bus tour of Johannesburg. R150 per person, excludes lunch. RSVP office 0117837117 or Gail 0832289365. 

http://www.reform.org.il/
mailto:admin2@betdavid.org.za
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Torah Reading for Shabbat Pinchas 

Numbers Chapter 25:10-30:1 (Reading: 29:12-30:1 - Plaut p.1084; Hertz p.697)  
Haftarah 1 King 18:46-19:21 (Plaut p.1095; Hertz p.699) 
In this week’s Torah portion, God gives Pinchas a covenant of peace. God explains the apportionment of 
the Land of Israel. The daughters of Zelophehad petition to inherit their father’s portion and Moses 
appoints Joshua as his successor. The parasha concludes with a description of the offerings to be 
presented daily, on Shabbat, on new moons, for Pesach, Shavuoth, Rosh HaShanah, Yom Kippur, and for 
each of the days of Sukkoth, including Shmini Atzeret. 
The story in parashat Pinchas about Zelophehad’s five daughters–Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and 
Tirzah (Numbers 27:1-11) — encapsulates the challenges that women faced and what they had to do in 
order to affirm their rights with dignity. We might expect that women, heirs to Egyptian slavery and then 
put under law that frequently favours men, might react by keeping silent, by accepting as natural the rule 
decreed for them to follow. We might expect women in those days to stay close to their tents, remain out 
of sight, and not go far from their families. But this is not all that the five sisters do. First, they “go out” 
from their living place, from their social space, from the destiny imposed on them. The text states: “The 
daughters of Zelophehad … came forward. The names of the daughters were Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, 
Milcah, and Tirzah. They stood before Moses, Eleazar the priest, the chieftains, and the whole assembly, 
at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting.” Secondly they speak with determination: “Our father died in the 
wilderness. …  Let not our father’s name be lost to his clan just because he had no son! Give us a holding 
among our father’s kinsmen!”  
How does Moses react? Moses discloses his inability to assess the claims of these sisters. He takes the 
case to God, who responds by clearly supporting the sisters’ demand and even by promulgating a new 
and permanent law to secure inheritance for any daughters in such circumstances. Thus, the sisters’ claim 
leads to the law of inheritance’s being changed forever. 
The achievement of Zelophehad’s daughters was a landmark in women’s rights regarding the inheritance 
of land, from those days up to now. In addition, however, the story of these five women offers a 
compelling lesson for all those who believe that their destiny is fixed or that divine justice has abandoned 
them.  It encourages us to think differently–and provides a message of hope for all those faced with 
obstacles. Perhaps the most important legacy of Zelophehad’s daughters is their call to us to take hold of 
life with our own hands. 
- Rabbi Adrian M Schell (Source: Rabbi Silvina Chemen, WRJ Torah Comment) 
Podcast of Rabbi Schell’s Radio Sermons on Radio Today, follow http://goo.gl/JleSkv.  
 

SHABBAT SERVICES & EVENTS 
FRIDAY EVENING 18:00 Kabbalat Shabbat Service; SUPERVISED CHILD-CARE for ages 0 – 6 (Youth Centre) 

BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS—Last Friday of the month (next 31 July) 

FAMILY SERVICE 18:00—17 July; 28 August 

 SATURDAY MORNING: 08:30 - 10.00 Religion School Term 3: 25 July - 26 September (Not on 8 August) 
10:00 Shabbat Shacharit service, B’rachah follows; 10.30 Children’s Service (3 – 10 years) (Youth Centre) 

CONGREGATIONAL SUPPER— TTT – 07 August, following the 6pm service 

BREAKFAST SHIUR WITH RABBI SCHELL 08.45— 18 July; 8 August; 22 August; 5 September 

Rabbi Adrian M. Schell – rabbi.schell@betdavid.org.za;  
Rabbi Julia Margolis – rabbi.margolis@betdavid.org.za 

Tel:  +27 11 7837117 Fax:  0865569413 / Office hours 09.00 – 14.30 (Mon-Thurs)  
09.00 –13.00 (Fri & Erev Yom Tov) / accounts@betdavid.org.za (Diane) 
admin1@betdavid.org.za (Glynnis); admin2@betdavid.org.za (Sharon) 

Emergency numbers: CSO 0861800018; Hatzolah 0832221818; Shalom Bayit 0113210505 
CAP 0861 227 227 / 0861 CAP CAP, to report any suspicious activity 

High Holy Day Calendar 2015 – 5776 – Please save the dates! 
Erev Rosh Hashanah - Sun 13.9. ; Rosh Hashanah Day (& youth activities) – 14.9.; Rosh Hashanah Eve II – 
14.9.; Rosh Hashanah Day II – 15.9.; Kol Nidre – Tue 22.9.; Yom Kippur – 23.9.; Erev Sukkot – Sun 27.9.; 
Sukkot – 28.9.;  Erev Simchat Torah – Sun 04.10.; Shmini Atzeret-Simchat Torah – 05.10.2015 

mailto:rabbi.schell@betdavid.org.za
mailto:accounts@betdavid.org.za
mailto:admin1@betdavid.org.za
mailto:admin2@betdavid.org.za

