
Rabbi Adrian M Schell                                                                                              …………    ..Rabbi Julia Margolis 
Rabbi Hillel Avidan, Emeritus 
 

Bet David Weekly News  
Ad Kan כאן עד  

  Shabbat Chazon - Devarim 
25 July 2015 – 09 Av 5775 

 
Friday 24 July – 18.00 Kabbalat Shabbat Service; Shabbat Chocolates sponsored by Marcelle and 
Raymond Meisel in honour of the birth of their granddaughter; 18.00 Child-care in the Youth Centre; 
[Rabbi Schell leading services at Bet Menorah, Pretoria] 
Saturday 25 July – 08.30 Religion School resumes; 10.00 Shabbat Morning Service includes the Bat 
Mitzvah of Gabrielle Smith.  Service is followed by a b’racha in Gabrielle’s honour, sponsored by her 
parents Steve and Andie Smith and Gregory, Ruth and Janis Jordan; 10.30-11.30 Children’s Service (Youth 
Centre); [Rabbi Schell leading services at Temple Israel, Hillbrow] 
Friday 31 July – 18.00 Kabbalat Shabbat Service includes July birthday blessings; 18.00 Child-care in the 
Youth Centre 
Saturday 01 August – 08.30 Religion School; 08.45 Religion School Parents’ Meeting (Rondavel) 10.00 
Shabbat Morning Service includes the Bar Mitzvah of Gregory Maselle.  Service is followed by a b’racha 
sponsored by Brett and Sarah Maselle in Gregory’s honour 10.30-11.30 Children’s Service (Youth Centre) 
Friday 07 August – 18.00 Kabbalat Shabbat Service followed by a congregational TTT supper in the 
Rondavel; 18.00 Child-care in the Youth Centre 
Saturday 08 August – No Religion School (School long week-end); 08.45 Breakfast Shiur (Rondavel); 
10.00 Shabbat Morning Service followed by a b’racha sponsored by Jo and Michael Norris in honour of 
Michael's recent birthday 10.30-11.30 Children’s Service (Youth Centre) 
 

Gabrielle Smith’s Bat Mitzvah (25 July 2015) 
 My name is Gabrielle Smith. I am an active member of the Bet David 
community and I am so thrilled to be celebrating my Bat Mitzvah on 
the 25th of July 2015 (9th of Av 5775). 
I love learning, singing, public speaking and playing guitar. I swim and 
play netball and I hope to be able to participate in more sports in the 
years to come. I enjoy handwork and crochet and many of my blankets 
have been donated to homes for abandoned babies and to the 67 
blankets for Nelson Mandela project. I love travelling around South 
Africa with my family and my favourite places are Hermanus, 

Wilderness and the Kruger Park. I have two wonderful brothers, Jesse and Joshua, who I love very much. 
My mom and dad are always there for me, encouraging me and supporting me in everything that I do. 
I hope you will all enjoy being a part of my Bat Mitzvah as much as I have enjoyed preparing for it. 
 

Netzer - Mandela Day Activity 
Great day doing our 67 Minutes 
for   Mandela Day  with the Beit 
Emanuel and Bet David 
congregants, supported by 
Rabbi Schell and Rabbi Shaked. 
We went to the Braamfontein 
Spruit in Delta Park to clean up 
the litter in the surrounding 
park. It was an all-round 

successful day. One of many acts of Tikkun Olam! Thanks to everyone that came to help 
out today, the environment really appreciates your effort.      
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Mazal Tov 
Gabrielle Smith on the occasion of her Bat Mitzvah this Shabbat; Congratulations also to Gabrielle for 
being awarded Academic Colours for 2015 at Dainfern College, Grade 7. Well done on this achievement! 
Mick & Sonya Leiman on the upcoming marriage of their granddaughter, Sarah Barnard to Sam Carroll; 
Trevor & Daniella Meisel on the birth of a daughter, Layla Rachel.  Grandparents Marcelle & Raymond 
Meisel and Sharon Buhai; Kendyll & Paul Fingleson on the recent birth of a son;  
Happy birthday to all who have birthdays this week [20 to 26 July] – Bruce Joelson; Barry Stuhler; Louisa 
Frank; Nicolene Joffe; Martine van Flymen; Children  -  Noa Schultz. 
 

Welcoming of two little baby girls into the Jewish covenant 
L-R: Dr Loren Berman and Jonathan 
Miller with Rabbi Adrian Schell at 
the naming of their daughter Toby 
Leia;  Lisa and Rowan Fine with 
Rabbi Julia Margolis at the naming 
of their daughter, Sienna.  

 
 

Condolences - Hamakom Y’nacheim 
Melanie Glass on the passing of her husband, Leon, father of Saul and Liane and brother of David Glass;  
Michelle Gordon, Kelly Yudelowitz and Danna Gordon on the passing of their mother, Lily Morris-Barnett.  

May their memory be for a blessing. 

 
Speedy Recovery-Refuah Shleimah 

Michelle Dagnin; Sue Randall; Chris Sherlock; Joshua Smith; Jack Taback. Please contact our office to 
report a hospitalisation or illness and advise whether you would like a visit from one of our Rabbis. 

 
Weekly Yahrzeits 

Felix Woolf remembered by David Woolf; Terry Crouch remembered by Barbara Smith, Steven Smith and 
Andy Eitzman;  Maurice Myerson remembered by Michelle Dagnin; Fred Lob remembered by Leslie Lob; 
Sholto Helman remembered by Collette Helman, Andie, Steven, Gabi, Jesse and Joshua Smith and Saul, 
Jenni, Annie and Leo Helman. 

Thank you for recent donations 
Yahrzeit – Jon Paul in memory of Joseph Pou; General – Marcelle and Raymond Meisel for Shabbat 
chocolates in honour of their new granddaughter.  
 

TTT Congregational Supper 
Join the Bet David Community for a TTT (Tarts, savoury with salad, 
Toots and Tiramisu) supper on Friday 07 August in the Rondavel, 
following the Shabbat Service, sponsored by Arnold and Juanita 
Levin.  All are welcome to attend.  RSVP to Monica Solomon 

fs31@mweb.co.za before 05 August for catering purposes. 
 

Tisha b’Av  
Tisha b’Av, regarded as the saddest day in the Jewish calendar is marking several tragedies in our history. 
On that day our thoughts are with those whose graves are unmarked and those whose names are long 
forgotten. Because of Shabbat, Tisha b’Av starts this year in the evening of 25 July, and ends on Sunday 
26 July after sundown. It is a tradition to read Eicha, the book of lamentation on Tisha b’Av. There will be 
a service of mourning followed by a study session with Rabbi Shaked at Beit Emanuel on 25 July at 18.00.  
(To learn more about Tisha b’Av, please see Ad Kan 18.07.2015) 
  

If anyone has a TV set in working condition but no longer required, please donate for a member in need. 
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RABBI MARGOLIS’S WEEKLY COLUMN 
PLEASE join us in an effort to clean the children’s section at West Park Cemetery on August 23 at 10.00. 
Since ancient times, it has been the custom to mark the grave with a stone or monument. After Rachel 
died, “Jacob erected a monument on Rachel’s grave” (Genesis 35:20). The predominant position of Jewish 
law was that if a baby did not survive for 30 days, it was as if the baby had not lived. The two major Jewish 
legal statements on which this custom is based are these: “We do not mourn for fetuses, and anything 
which does not live for 30 days, we do not mourn for it.” -Maimonides Mishne Torah Laws of Mourning 
1:6.  “The infant, for 30 days, even including the full 30th day (if it dies), we do not mourn for it.” Yoreh 
De’ah 374:8. The reason for the limit of 30 days appears to derive from the fact that 30 days is the age at 
which we are commanded to redeem the firstborn. For the rabbis, this marked the point at which a baby 
became fully viable. 
The result of this ruling was that none of the practices of mourning was to take place if the infant was 
born dead or did not survive to the 31st day. Although the child was buried, there was no funeral per se, 
the grave was left unmarked, and the parents might never know where the grave was located. It was 
undoubtedly considered an act of kindness to the parents and the community, for without the restriction, 
families would have been in mourning almost continuously. Today the opposite is true. The tremendous 
sense of loss and the overwhelming need to grieve felt by the parents of an infant who dies before the 
30-day benchmark does not go away just because halakah prevents the mourning rituals from taking 
place. The medical profession has now recognized that parents experiencing a baby’s death must face the 
loss, and be able to mourn. Parents are encouraged to see and touch the baby. It is recommended that 
the parents name the baby. Yet, most rabbis and most Jewish laypeople presented with this type of loss 
would be hard-pressed to know what to say, except to repeat the painful words, “There is no mourning 
for this child.” Jewish law has remained viable and relevant because each generation of interpreters 
applied the halakhah to its own time. Rabbi Stephanie Dickstein asks very important question, “What 
should be Jewish practice following the death of an infant who lives less than 31 days?” Rabbi Dickstein 
points out that the commonly held belief that there is no mourning for a child who does not survive to 31 
days is not the only position found in Jewish legal literature. In Mishnah Niddah 5:3, we find this 
statement: “A one-day-old infant, if he dies, is considered to his father and mother like a full bridegroom,” 
and therefore the child would be mourned. In the Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Shabbat 136a, we read 
that the sons of Rav Dimi and Rav Kahana mourned for their newborns who died. (A Time to Mourn, A 
Time to Comfort    - Rabbi Julia Margolis  

 
Community Diary and Events 

Breakfast Shiur with Rabbi Schell: Our learning journey on Saturday mornings continues on 08 August at 
08.45. Coffee/tea and a light breakfast served. This study session is open for all, no background 
knowledge is required, and questions are very welcome. 
Kabbalat Shabbat Family Service: The next Family Service will be on Friday 28 August at 18.00 followed 
by light supper (sponsors welcome). The service is not an exclusive service for families - everyone is 
invited to join and participate. 
Saturday 29 August, 20.00 – Join Women of Progressive Judaism (Gauteng) for an evening of Rock ‘n Roll 
hosted by Mervyn Dendy. R125.00 includes a light supper. Tickets from Giddy 0824430898 or the office.  

 
Bet David Kehillah 

Monthly Feeding Schemes Food Collection - Sunday 26 July - 09.00 to 13.00 at Pick ‘n Pay South Rd, 
Morningside and Hyde Park branches. Contact Lesley Rosenberg 0832366823 if you can help for one hour 
or more. Place non-perishable groceries in the trommel in the shul foyer for the feeding schemes.  
Kehillah is collecting good jumble and bric-a-brac for a fund-raising. Items can be dropped off at the Bet 
David office, weekdays 09.00 - 14.00.  The MEGA Jumble Sale is happening on 6 September. 

Kehillah Social Club - All welcome to join Kehillah for an outing on 19 August - an exciting hop on hop off 
bus tour of Johannesburg. R150 per person, excludes lunch. RSVP office 0117837117 or Gail 0832289365. 
Invitation attached to electronic Ad Kan. 

Ad Kan emailed on Thursday; deadline Tuesday. Submissions to admin1@betdavid.org.za 

mailto:admin1@betdavid.org.za
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High Holy Day Calendar 2015 – 5776 – Please save the dates! 
Erev Rosh Hashanah - Sun 13.9. ; Rosh Hashanah Day (and youth activities) – 14.9.; Rosh Hashanah Eve II – 
14.9.; Rosh Hashanah Day II – 15.9.; Kol Nidre – Tue 22.9.; Yom Kippur – 23.9.; Erev Sukkot – Sun 27.9.; 
Sukkot – 28.9.;  Erev Simchat Torah – Sun 04.10.; Shmini Atzeret-Simchat Torah – 05.10.2015 

  
Ivan Schlapobersky celebrates his birthday (right) - Rabbi Schell, Ivan, Alex 
Schlapobersky and Rabbi Margolis at the b’racha at Bet David on 11 July. 

 

Would YOU like a lift to shul on Fridays and/or Saturdays?  
If you want to join us for services but don’t have transport, please contact 
the office with your details.  Thank you to all who responded to our Give a 
Ride appeal.   
 

Torah Reading for Shabbat Chazon 
Parashat Devarim, Deuteronomy Chapter 1:1-3:22 (Reading: 35:26-36:13 - Plaut p.1161; Hertz p.736)  
Haftarah Isaiah 1:1-27 (Plaut p.1180; Hertz p.750) 
Words have always had a central place in Judaism. As Jews, we have understood that words have real 
power: words create – words destroy – words are holy. The Torah begins with words being the tools of 
creation – paired with the imaginary power of God we witness the beautiful results of these words.  And 
later on, we see, how words, combined with fear, egoism, and/or anger nearly destroyed the world. We 
learn how mighty words can be. That’s why the Torah never stops to educate us, again and again, about 
this power. I think it doesn’t come as a surprise that also the last book of the Torah, Devarim – Words, 
continues to teach us to choose our words wisely.  
In the fifth book of the Torah we can listen one more time to Moses, sharing God’s values with the 
Israelites and recounting to them their journey of the last forty years. Moses reminds those assembled 
that it was words that stung so deeply and painfully that they ultimately led to the destruction of that 
entire generation. The spies who had gone to scout the Promised Land came back and gave a report that 
explicitly documents the destructive action of words, reporting that the Israelites are weak and 
powerless, and ignoring the protective shield of the Eternal. The destructive impact of words is 
highlighted by Moses when he recounts this moment: “Our kinsmen have taken the heart out of us…” 
(Dtn 1.28). 
The Hebrew for “words”, devarim, is written in the Torah scroll with no vowels, and it can be read and 
vocalised more than one way. It can also be read as devorim, “bees”. Words can be sweet and sustain like 
the honey of a bee, but can also hurt and even lead to death, like the sting of a bee. Words create 
environments that are holy or unholy. It is on us to choose our words in a ways that we create holy 
environments wherever we go, following God’s footsteps in creating an awesome world.  
- Rabbi Adrian M Schell (Source: Rabbi S. Roberts – Words like bees) 

Podcast of Rabbi Schell’s Radio Sermons on Radio Today, follow http://betdavid.podomatic.com/. 

SHABBAT SERVICES & EVENTS 
FRIDAY EVENING 18:00 Kabbalat Shabbat Service; SUPERVISED CHILD-CARE for ages 0 – 6 (Youth Centre) 

BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS—Last Friday of the month (next 31 July); FAMILY SERVICE 18:00—21 August 
 SATURDAY MORNING: 08:30 - 10.00 Religion School Term 3: 25 July - 26 September (Not on 8 August) 
10:00 Shabbat Shacharit service, B’rachah follows; 10.30 Children’s Service (3 – 10 years) (Youth Centre) 

CONGREGATIONAL SUPPER— TTT – 07 August, following the 6pm service 
BREAKFAST SHIUR WITH RABBI SCHELL 08.45—8 August; 22 August; 5 September 

Rabbi Adrian M. Schell – rabbi.schell@betdavid.org.za;  
Rabbi Julia Margolis – rabbi.margolis@betdavid.org.za 

Tel:  +27 11 7837117 Fax:  0865569413 / Office hours 09.00 – 14.30 (Mon-Thurs)  
09.00 –13.00 (Fri & Erev Yom Tov) / accounts@betdavid.org.za (Diane) 
admin1@betdavid.org.za (Glynnis); admin2@betdavid.org.za (Sharon) 

Emergency numbers: CSO 0861800018; Hatzolah 0832221818; Shalom Bayit 0113210505 
CAP 0861 227 227 / 0861 CAP CAP, to report any suspicious activity 

http://betdavid.podomatic.com/
mailto:rabbi.schell@betdavid.org.za
mailto:accounts@betdavid.org.za
mailto:admin1@betdavid.org.za
mailto:admin2@betdavid.org.za

