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Bet David Weekly News  
Ad Kan כאן עד  

  Shabbat Chukat 
27 June 2015 – 10 Tammuz 5775 

 
Friday 26 June – 18.00 Kabbalat Shabbat Family Service and June birthday blessings.  A light supper 
(including Pizza!) follows in the foyer, sponsored by Nhlanhla Sibeko and family. Birthday chocolates 
sponsored by Mervyn Dendy in honour of his June birthday 
Saturday 27 June – 08.30 Religion School (final Term 2); 10.00 Shabbat Morning followed by a b’racha, 
sponsored by Mervyn Dendy in honour of his birthday, 10.30-11.30 Children’s Service (Youth Centre) 
Sunday 28 June – 09.00 – 13.00 Kehillah Food Collection at Pick n Pay South Rd, Morningside and Hyde 
Park branches. To assist, please contact Lesley Rosenberg 0832366823 
Tuesday 30 June – A Design Reference Group meeting presentation for the new Synagogue will be held 
in the Rondavel at 18.00. Clara, the architect, will be there to present the design for input. 
Friday 03 July – 18.00 Kabbalat Shabbat Service; 18.00 Child-care in the Youth Centre 
Saturday 04 July – No Religion School; 10.00 Shabbat Morning including Neo Eloff’s Bar Mitzvah.  Service 
followed by a b’racha sponsored by Angela Eloff in Neo’s honour; 10.30-11.30 Children’s Service (Youth 
Centre) 
Friday 10 July – 18.00 Kabbalat Shabbat Service; 18.00 Child-care in the Youth Centre 
Saturday 11 July – No Religion School; 10.00 Shabbat Morning followed by a b’racha (sponsor welcome); 
10.30-11.30 Children’s Service (Youth Centre) 
 

Kabbalat Shabbat Family Service: The next Family Service will be this Friday evening 26 June, followed by 
light supper kindly sponsored by Nhlanhla Sibeko. The service not an exclusive service for families only - 
everyone is welcome to join, and to participate, and we encourage lay leader participation.  

 
Mazal Tov 

Lee-Ann and Sean Effune on the birth of a son on 19 June.  Jodene and Darryl Bark on the birth of son on 
23 June, second grandson to Diane Edel. Happy birthday to all who have birthdays this week [22 to 28 
June] –  Tracey Soll; Harriet Bock; Kim Goodman; Gideon Abrahams; Brad Soekoe; Mervyn Dendy; Steve 
Smith; Melody Sandler; Hazel Birns; Bron Schultz; Lali Gerber; Luella Kramer; Gwyneth Lipson; Joshua 
Bancroft; Natalie Mascall. 

 
Hebrew Class at Bet David 

Ariella Milner (Melton School) has offered to start a Hebrew Class for adults at Bet David. To start the 
class we need a minimum of 10 students. Class will be once a week, approximately 20 sessions for 90 
minutes. Costs for the class will be around R1200 p.p. If you are interested, please contact the office 
(admin2@betdavid.org.za) and indicate what will be the best day and time in the week for you, and what 
your level of Hebrew is at the moment.  

 
Daniel Cassel’s Bar Mitzvah at Bet David, 20 June 2015 

L-R: Daniel 
and his proud 
parents Bryan 
& Kerry; Rabbi 
Adrian Schell 
& Daniel at 
the evening 

party; Bet David community celebrates with the Cassel family.  Thanks to Kehillah for the b’racha catering. 
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Speedy Recovery-Refuah Shleimah 
Jenny Correia; Doreen Greenberg; Ron Klipin; Sue Randall; Chris Sherlock; Chris Smit; Merle Oshry;  David 
Woolf, Chayim Schell.  Please contact our office to report a hospitalisation or illness and advise whether 
you would like a visit from one of our Rabbis. 
 

Thank you for recent donations 
Yahrzeit – Martin Rosen in memory of Bella Rosen; General – Stransky and Lynn families for sponsoring 
the BBB congregational supper on 19 June and to Monica Solomon for her wonderful catering for the 
event; Mervyn Dendy for birthday chocolates; Nhalanhla Sibeko for sponsoring the Family Service supper.  
 

Weekly Yahrzeits 
Issy Bresgi remembered by Derek Bresgi; David Levin remembered by Mendel Levin; Janie Garb 
remembered by Mark Garb; Michael Konson remembered by Lionel Konson; Stella Balabanoff 
remembered by Tony Balabanoff; Claire Hoff remembered by Cyril Hoff; Joshua Furman remembered by  
Sandra Beswick; Bella Rosen remembered by Martin Rosen; Frank Kenner remembered by Barbara 
Gresak; Helen Cohen remembered by Sonny Cooper. May their memories be for a blessing. 
 

Community News 
Breakfast Shiur: Our learning journey on Saturday mornings continues on Shabbat 04 July at 08.45. 
Coffee/tea and a light breakfast served. Topic: “Learning from parashat Balak – Blessings and Curse are 
standing next to another?” This study session is open for all, no background knowledge is required, and 
questions are more than welcome. 
Saturday 25 July, 20.00 - See Janice Honeyman’s production of the feel-amazing musical comedy Sister 
Act at the Joburg Theatre at the reduced price of R300 per person and support the fundraising efforts of 
the Lewandowski Chorale. Please contact Bev Britany urgently on 0823789741 to reserve your seats. 
Saturday 29 August, 20.00 – Join Women of Progressive Judaism (Gauteng) for an evening of Rock ‘n Roll 
hosted by Mervyn Dendy. R125.00 includes a light supper. Tickets from Giddy 0824430898 or shul office.  

 
Bet David Kehillah 

Monthly Feeding Schemes Food Collection—Sunday 28 June - 09.00 to 13.00 at Pick ‘n Pay South Rd, 
Morningside and Hyde Park branches. Contact Lesley Rosenberg 0832366823 if you can help for one hour 
or more. Place non-perishable groceries in the trommel in the shul foyer. Monetary donations welcome.  
Kehillah 50/50 Club— For only R180.00 a year join Kehillah for the monthly draw. EFT – Bet David 
Sisterhood, Nedbank acc: 1970476214 Sandton branch: 197005 Ref: 50/50+Name. Forms from Bet David.  
Bet David Kitchen—Home-made delicacies available from our own kitchen! Place orders by Monday with 
Sharon 011 7837117/admin2@betdavid.org.za for collection on Friday 12h00.  
Celebrate a Simcha with your community—Sponsor Shabbat sweets; Birthday chocolates; Erev Shabbat 
l’chaim; Shabbat morning b’rachah. For information call the office 011 7837117 
Kehillah is collecting good jumble and bric-a-brac for a fund-raising. Items can be dropped off at the Bet 
David office, weekdays 09.00 - 14.00.  The MEGA Jumble Sale is happening on 6 September. Further details from 
Marian at United Sisterhood 011 6462409.  

Kehillah Social Club—Join Kehillah on their next outing on 19 August on a Johannesburg Tour. Details to 
follow.  All are welcome.   

 Kehillah donated a 
large number of 
towels and blankets 
to the Children of 
Hope Day Care and 
the Itlhokomeleng 
Old Age Home in 
Alexandra. 

 

mailto:admin2@betdavid.org.za
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RABBI MARGOLIS’S WEEKLY COLUMN 
SACRED is honoured to welcome Dr Hargey, as our guest speaker on Wednesday 1st July at the 
Rondavel. Dr Hargey is the Director of the Muslim Educational Centre of Oxford University and the 
President of the Open Mosque in Cape Town. Dr Hargey will be talking about “PROGRESSIVE ISLAM-
 Inclusive or Intolerant?”. I am sure it will be a very interesting lecture and hope to see all of you on 
Wednesday night. For catering purposes please RSVP directly to me rabbijuliamargolis@gmail.com or 
0766730750.  
Some interesting facts about the open mosque. 
It is based on 3 pillars - According to Dr. Taj Hargey, the ‘Open Mosque’ will be “Quran-centric”, gender 
equal, open to all and non-sectarian. 
It has an ‘All Welcome’ sign at its entrance - Championing itself as a first of its kind institution in the 
world, the ‘mosque’ claims it will truly be welcoming of all and this fact will be communicated boldly by 
an ‘All Welcome’ sign at its entrance. “If someone comes in peace and friendship, he or she – irrespective 
of their background or beliefs, will be welcomed”. This includes members of any religious sect as well as 
non-Muslims. 
The mosque is ‘gender equal’ - This is one of the cardinal features of the ‘Open Mosque’. Women feature 
prominently in the governing structures of the organisation. Women have equal presence, and there will 
be no separate female entrances or women’s screens in the prayer hall, although the ablution and prayer 
facilities of the two genders are said to be separate. 
I am sure that Imam Hargey will tell us more about this exciting place and will share about the vision for 
the future. 
Rabbi Julia Margolis - Chairman SACRED 
 

Women of the Wall – “My Tallit is not provocative – it’s my prerogative” 
Thank you! To all those who 
joined us (extended Women of 
the Wall). Since last week we 
have been urging our progressive 
women to wear their Tallit.  
I would like as many women as 
possible to join me, and our 
sisters “The Women of the Wall”. 
Nashot HaKotel, a call to Prime 
Minister Netanyahu, to stop 
discrimination from within his government, after his Minister of Religious Affairs, David Azulai, said last 
week that "Women who come to pray with a tallit, Tefilin and Torah are not coming to pray - they are 
coming to make a provocation," and then went further by referring to us (all reform Jews) as “a disaster 
to the Jewish nation."  Azulai is as it stands (taking us backwards) by trying to make it even harder for 
women to pray at the Western Wall – thereby entrenching us as second-class citizens! 
We also call upon President Netanyahu to condemn MK Eichler, who compared women reading the Torah 
at the Kotel on Rosh Chodesh, to a hate crime. Eichler wrote to Netanyahu, to request that he condemn 
“WoW.” Eichler further states that “Vandals in both places are to be condemned since they can bring hate 
crimes in Israel and the entire world.” Those who Prime Minister Netanyahu should be condemning are 
his ministers, Azulai and MK Eichler, for their “regressive thinking,” indeed their very own brand of 
incitement “provocation” and discrimination. 
Would you like to support our (SACRED’S) important contribution to this very worthwhile cause? Then 
stand up and be counted - Take a picture of yourself wearing your Tallit, preferably with a sign reading: 
"My Tallit is not provocative - it's my prerogative!". Please send your photos to 
rabbi.margolis@betdavid.org.za;  # letmytorahgo. Thank you.  
Shabbat Shalom, Rabbi Julia Margolis      
 

Ad Kan emailed on Thursday; deadline Tuesday. Submissions to admin1@betdavid.org.za 

mailto:rabbijuliamargolis@gmail.com
mailto:rabbi.margolis@betdavid.org.za
mailto:admin1@betdavid.org.za
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Torah Reading for Shabbat Chukat 
Numbers Chapter 19:1-22:1 (Reading: 21:12:28-22:1 - Plaut p.1030; Hertz p.660)  
Haftarah Judges 11:1-33 (Plaut p.1043; Hertz p.664) 
Parashat Chukat begins by describing the ritual slaughter and sacrifice of the parah adumah, the red 
heifer, and the ritual cleansing for those who touch a dead body. The next episode is 38 years later. 
Miriam, the sister of Moses and Aaron, dies at Kadesh. Again the people complain that they have no 
water to drink. God tells Moses what to do, but he is not following the instructions correctly. God informs 
Moses that because of his anger he will not be allowed to lead the Israelites into the Promised Land. A bit 
later, after a short encounter with the king of Edom, Aaron dies, too, and his priestly authority is passed 
on to his son Elazar. Afterwards the Israelites are attacked by the Canaanites, whom they conquer with 
God’s help. However, the people continue to complain to Moses. God sends snakes to punish the people, 
but Moses begs forgiveness, which God grants. Again the Israelites are attacked, but in each battle the 
Israelites emerge victorious, acquiring new territories. 
Rashi writes that although Parashat Chukat begins by describing events which took place during the 
second year of the Jewish people's sojourn in the wilderness, the parashah then skips 38 years to discuss 
episodes that occurred during the last of their forty years of wandering in the desert, including the 
aforementioned incident with Moshe and the water. In other words, most of the Torah (without the first 
book) occurred either in the first 18 months after the Exodus from Egypt or in the final year just prior to 
their entry into the Promised Land. What happened during the 38 years in between? 
We don’t know. According to the tradition, the entire nation was able to remain pure and unsullied for 38 
consecutive years. The first year and a half, and the final year were periods of transition, as the Israelites 
were switching from one stage of life and spiritual development to the next. The common thread is that 
both, the first year and the last year, were periods of a tremendous change in their lives. When a person 
is in a state of flux, he is by definition unsettled and not at peace, and he is, therefore, vulnerable to 
errors and oversights that he would never make under stable and serene conditions. Therefore, when a 
person is about to transition into a new situation in life, whether it is a new job, a new home, getting 
married, or becoming a parent, it is essential to be aware that upheaval – even for a good cause – 
inherently reduces a person’s tranquillity and sense of balance, and at such moments, we must offer him 
or her an extra hand of help and forgiveness. 
                                                                                                                                                 - Rabbi Adrian M Schell 
Podcast of Rabbi Schell’s Radio Sermons: If you missed Rabbi Schell’s last "Devotion" on Radio Today, 
find the Podcast here http://goo.gl/bcYVGb. Discussing the role of Moses as a leader. 
 

SHABBAT SERVICES & EVENTS 
FRIDAY EVENING 18:00 Kabbalat Shabbat Service; SUPERVISED CHILD-CARE for ages 0 – 6 (Youth Centre) 

BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS—Last Friday of the month (next 26 June) 

FAMILY SERVICE 18:00—26 June; 17 July; 21 August; 11 Sept; 23 Oct; 20 Nov; 11 Dec. 

 SATURDAY MORNING: 08:30 - 10.00 Religion School Term 3: 25 July- 26 September  
10:00 Shabbat Shacharit service, B’rachah follows; 10.30 Children’s Service (3 – 10 years) (Youth Centre) 

CONGREGATIONAL SUPPER— TTT – 07 August, following the 6pm service 

BREAKFAST SHIUR 08.45— 4 July; 18 July; 8 August; 22 August; 5 September 

Rabbi Adrian M. Schell – rabbi.schell@betdavid.org.za;  
Rabbi Julia Margolis – rabbi.margolis@betdavid.org.za 

Tel:  +27 11 7837117 Fax:  0865569413 / Office hours 09.00 – 14.30 (Mon-Thurs)  
09.00 –13.00 (Fri & Erev Yom Tov) / accounts@betdavid.org.za (Diane) 
admin1@betdavid.org.za (Glynnis); admin2@betdavid.org.za (Sharon) 

Emergency numbers: CSO 0861800018; Hatzolah 0832221818; Shalom Bayit 0113210505 
CAP 0861 227 227 / 0861 CAP CAP, to report any suspicious activity 

High Holy Day Calendar 2015 – 5776 – Please save the dates! 
Erev Rosh Hashanah - Sun 13.9. ; Rosh Hashanah Day (& youth activities) – 14.9.; Rosh Hashanah Eve II – 
14.9.; Rosh Hashanah Day II – 15.9.; Kol Nidre – Tue 22.9.; Yom Kippur – 23.9.; Erev Sukkot – Sun 27.9.; 
Sukkot – 28.9.;  Erev Simchat Torah – Sun 04.10.; Shmini Atzeret-Simchat Torah – 05.10.2015 

http://goo.gl/bcYVGb
mailto:rabbi.schell@betdavid.org.za
mailto:accounts@betdavid.org.za
mailto:admin1@betdavid.org.za
mailto:admin2@betdavid.org.za

