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Rabbi Adrian M Schell                                                                                              …………     .Rabbi Julia Margolis 
Rabbi Hillel Avidan, Emeritus 
 

Bet David Weekly News  
Ad Kan כאן עד  

 Purim & Shabbat Tzav 25/26 March 2016 – 15/16 Adar II 5776 
 

Wednesday 23 March – Erev Purim – 17.00 – Family 
Activities; 18.00 Purim Festival Service with Purim Shpiel, 
Megillah reading and fancy dress.  Light supper follows … 
Bring your own alcoholic beverages.  
Thursday 24 March – no Shiur (Purim) 
Friday 25 March – 18.00 Kabbalat Shabbat Service; March 
birthday blessings; 18.00 Bet David Kid’s Club - Youth 
Activities with Kendyll (Youth Centre).   
Saturday 26 March – No Religion School (Term 2 resumes on 
09 April); 08.45 Torah Breakfast with Rabbi Schell; 10.00 
Shabbat Morning Service followed by a b’rachah (sponsor 
welcome); 10.00 Children’s Service and Activities with 
Kendyll (Youth Centre/Garden) 
Wednesday 30 March 2016 at 18.30 - SACRED Evening of 
Interest (Rondavel) – See attached flyer. 
Thursday 31 March – 18.00 -19.30 “The Prayers of our 
Siddur”– shiur with Rabbi Schell (Foyer) 
Friday 01 April – 18.00 Kabbalat Shabbat Service includes 
pre-wedding blessings Janna Feldman and Martyn Balham; 
Shabbat chocolates sponsored by Giddy Lief in honour of her 
birthday; 18.00 Bet David Kid’s Club - Youth Activities with 
Kendyll (Youth Centre).   
Saturday 02 April  – No Religion School (Term 2 resumes on 09 April); 08.45 Torah Breakfast with Rabbi 
Schell; 10.00 Shabbat Morning Service followed by a b’rachah sponsored by Lesley Shipton in honour of 
her recent birthday; 10.00 Children’s Service and Activities with Kendyll (Youth Centre/Garden) 
 

Dear Congregants, 
The 44th Annual General Meeting of Bet David and the 42nd AGM of Bet David Kehillah will take place at 
Bet David on Wednesday 20 April 2016 at 18:30. This is an important event in the annual Bet David 
programme and an opportunity for our congregation to get feedback on the past year’s activities of Bet 
David and its affiliate organisations as well as to discuss the future. An update on the Bet David Campus 
development will be provided as well as details of other planned activities. Official notices, the agenda 
and a summary of the audited figures for Bet David will be sent to the email addresses on record.  
Please get involved in this exciting period of Bet David’s development. We invite you to stand for 
elections for the next Management Committee and Kehillah committee. 
A nomination form for Bet David’s ManCom can be found on page two of this Ad Kan and/or can be sent 
to you by email on request. Nominations to stand for the Management Committee should be submitted 
at least 7 days in advance of the meeting. We look forward to seeing you at the AGM and welcome your 
support. 
Desmond Sweke, Chairman 

 

Bet David Kehillah  
Bet David Kitchen—Home-made delicacies available from our own kitchen! Place orders by Monday with 
Sharon 011 7837117/admin2@betdavid.org.za for collection on Friday 12h00. Celebrate a Simcha with 
your community - Sponsor Shabbat sweets; Birthday chocolates; Erev Shabbat l’chaim; Shabbat morning 
b’rachah. For information call the office 011 7837117. 
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Speedy Recovery-Refuah Shleimah 
Arthur Kruger; Barry Sinclair; Beverley Kroll; Brett Steingo; Fatima da Cunha; Fred Plein; Garth Sueltz;  

Greg Jordan; Nina Joselowitz; Ruth Jordan; Sonya Leiman. 
Please contact Glynnis to report illness and advise whether you would like a visit from one of our Rabbis. 

 

     
Yola (     ) and Saul Shagam on their wedding day, with Rabbi Margolis. 

 

Mazal Tov 
Yola and Saul Shagam who were married in Cape Town on 21 March. 

Happy birthday to all who have birthdays during the week 21 to 27 March – Len Gerber; Sandra 
Shamley; Leonard Gordon; Jack Bancroft; Tony Soll; Danie Joelson; Lauren Kupritz; Caryn Margolius; Pam 

Rosenberg; Sara Rubin; Lesley Shipton. 
 

Thank you for recent donations 
Purim – Thank you to Bet David Kehillah for sponsoring the Hamantaschen and to the shul and Neria in 

the kitchen for providing the light supper after the service. 
Yahrzeit – Dennis Levin in memory of Ronny Levin; Shabbat Chocolates – Isaac and Leah Livni.  

 

Beit Emanuel and Bet David’s Purim Carnival on Sunday 20 March 

    
 

 We thank Beit Emanuel and their amazing team for organizing the day and running all the activities!  

 

Thank you to  o er and  ail Scheuble  for 
sponsoring the congregational supper last 
Friday and to Monica Solomon for all the 
preparation and cooking. It was a very special 
and wonderful evening. 
Congratulations to the Lewandowski Chorale 
for an outstanding concert last week. 

 

NOMINATION FORM 
 

I, ..........................………………………………….  
am willing to stand for election to the Management Committee of Bet  David for the year 2016 / 2017 

NAME        SIGNATURE 
 

NOMINEE:  ................................……………  ..............................................................………… 
 

P OPOSE : ..............................……………  ..............................................................………… 
 

SECONDE : ..............................……………  ..............................................................………… 
 

To be signed by the Nominee, Proposer and Seconder.        DATE .....................………………… 



 

 

Bet David, Morningside                                        Ad Kan עד כאן                                                     Page 3 

Condolences 
Carol Frank, Shana & Fernando Frank da Cunha and Michael Frank and family on the passing  

of Lionel Frank; Rabbi Julia Margolis and family on the passing of Olga Koffman. 
 

Weekly Yahrzeits 
Stanley Maurice Goldstein remembered by Charlie Manning; Heinz Wallach remembered by Ruth 

Wallach and Rabbi Charles Wallach; Sam Meisel remembered by Raymond Meisel. 
Zichronam livracha, may their memory be for a blessing. 

 

 ABBI MA  OLIS’ WEEKLY COLUMN 
Tonight we are going to celebrate a very important Jewish festival but there are some 
frequent questions which I collected, with assistance of Rabbi Shai Gluskin (sources that 
show different views in the Reform, Conservative and Reconstructionist Movement). I 
would call this collection: ’All that you wanted to know about Purim but didn’t dare to ask’.  
What is Purim? Purim means “lots.” As described in the Book of Esther in the TaNaCh, evil 
Haman drew lots to decide the day on which the Jews would be massacred. In the end, the 
day proved to be a great Jewish victory. Purim celebrates this Jewish victory over evil 

Haman who conspired against the Jews. Jewish communities read The Book of Esther from a scroll 
(megillah). The story tells of great reversals and of palace intrigue. The book employs a melodramatic and 
satirical literary style. 
Did the story, as described in the Book of Esther, really happen? Probably not. The biblical scholar Jon 
Levenson in his book ‘Commentary on the book of Estee’ wrote, “[T]he historical problems with Esther 
are so massive as to persuade anyone... to doubt the veracity of the narrative”. Of course it doesn’t 
require us to take the biblical text at face value, and so the “historical problems” of the text are not a 
religious problem for Progressive Jews. In short, the Esther story is probably fiction, which doesn't detract 
from the purpose or meaning of the holiday. 
What are the purpose and meaning of the Purim? Let's briefly explore two ways of looking at Purim. 
1) Redemption can happen, even in exile. At Purim we retell the story of a weak Jewish community in 
exile who, through the influence of the Jewish queen, turn the tables on the forces of evil. The name of 
God never appears in the Hebrew text. The power of redemption, like God's name, may be hidden. And 
yet it is empowering to remind ourselves through the act of storytelling that reversals and redemptions 
can happen anywhere. 
2) Purim shpieling (self-deprecating humorous story-inventing and other mischief) is good for the soul. It 
has a long and venerated history in the celebration of Purim and takes different forms. Some examples 
include small children tying rabbis' shoe laces together, service leaders taking humorous liberties with a 
usually fixed liturgical text, and the performance of Purim plays that retell Esther in contemporary terms, 
often poking fun at synagogue leadership, teachers, and others in authority. Judaism is often serious. By 
subjecting our sacred stories, beliefs, customs, and leaders to the sharp light of humour, we avoid turning 
them into idols. Humour and self-mockery help us keep perspective on the very human and flawed 
enterprise of creating religious communities. 
Isn't Purim a kids' holiday? No. All that was described here applies to adults. It is very healthful in the 
Jewish identity formation for children to see adults taking Purim “seriously” by dressing up and 
participating in the humor and revelry. 
Why do some people get drunk on Purim? Isn't that inappropriate? In the Talmud it says that one should 
drink to the point of not being able to distinguish the difference between “'Blessed be Mordecai' and, 
'Cursed be Haman'.” Drinking has the potential to encourage people to let down their guards and see the 
world from an altered perspective. Part of the Purim fantasy is to see the potential for redemption, even 
when that may not seem possible. Of course, alcohol is dangerous. Used regularly to excess it certainly 
would not heighten one's awareness of redemption, but rather dull it. There are communities that do not 
serve alcohol at Purim. Some leave it to adults who want to drink in advance of the public celebration to 
do so privately. 
Wishing you a joyous Purim festival!  
Chag Sameach - Rabbi Julia Margolis  



 

 

Bet David, Morningside                                        Ad Kan עד כאן                                                     Page 4 

This year’s Purim celebration,  
I challenge you to try something new  

Purim is an unusual holiday in many 
respects. First, Esther is the only biblical 
book in which God is not mentioned. 
Second, Purim, like Chanukah, 
traditionally is viewed as a minor festival, 
but elevated to a major holiday as a 
result of the Jewish historical experience. 

Over the centuries, Haman became the embodiment of every 
anti-Semite in every land where Jews were oppressed. The 
significance of Purim lies not so much in how it began, but in 
what it has become: a thankful and joyous affirmation of 
Jewish survival against all odds. 
Fun costumes, drinking (for those who drink), delicious 
hamantaschen, Haman, Esther and Mordecai, another tale of 
Jewish persecution and redemption: these are the first 
thoughts that come to mind when I think of Purim. Though all 
of these images are important parts of Purim, we cannot forget that another crucial component of the 
celebration is to remember the less fortunate. There is a serious component on Purim, called “matanot 
l’ v-yonim”, which means “gifts to the poor”.  All of the fun and merriment of the holiday aside, the true 
obligations of Purim are not fulfilled if we do not help the needy. But, with all of the partying associated 
with the holiday, it is easy to focus on our wants and forget about others’ needs. 
The Megillah, or the Book of Esther, instructs us that “sending food portions one to another and giving 
gifts to the poor” must be included in our Purim celebrations. Traditionally, adults must give donations to 
two people in need as well as two different foods to someone who is hungry. The two donations to the 
poor can be given as food or money to cover the cost of a meal. Of all the mitzvoth that are required of us 
on Purim, giving to the poor is surely the most important.  
Everyone should make  atan t l’ vy ni  a priority. It is never too late (or early) to enhance how we 
celebrate a holiday, and during this year’s Purim celebration, I challenge you to try something new. For 
every hamantaschen you eat, every drink you enjoy, every time you hear Haman’s name, try putting  
R5 into a jar. After the festival, double the money you saved and find a way to help someone in need. 
Donate it, buy someone a sandwich, or do something to help someone less fortunate, and I am quite sure 
that you will have a chance to celebrate Purim in a more meaningful way.  
Chag Purim Sameach - Rabbi Adrian M Schell  
(Source: Lisa Paquette on http://www.reformjudaism.org/) 

 

SHABBAT SERVICES & EVENTS 
FRIDAY EVENING 18:00 Kabbalat Shabbat Service;  

KIDS CLUB YOUTH ACTIVITIES 18:00 - 19.00 for ages 3–10 weekly with Kendyll, excl. Family Services  

BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS—Last Friday of every month 25 March;  

FAMILY SERVICE 18:00—15 April; 27 May; 24 June 
SHABBAT MORNING: 08:30 - 12.00 CHEDER – Term 2: Resumes 09 April – 18 June 

08.45 TORAH BREAKFAST—every Saturday with Rabbi Schell   

10:00 SHABBAT SHACHARIT SERVICE, B’rachah follows; 
10.00 - 11.00 CHILD EN’S SE VICE; 11.00 - 12.00 YOUTH ACTIVITIES every Saturday with Kendyll 

THURSDAY NIGHT LITURGY CLASS with Rabbi Schell – Thursday at 18.00 – 19.30; 31 March 
Rabbi Adrian M Schell – rabbi.schell@betdavid.org.za; Rabbi Julia Margolis – rabbi.margolis@betdavid.org.za 

Tel:  +27 11 7837117 / Office hours 09.00 – 14.30 (Mon-Thurs) 09.00 –13.00 (Fri & Erev Yom Tov) 
accounts@betdavid.org.za (Diane) / admin1@betdavid.org.za (Glynnis) 
admin2@betdavid.org.za (Sharon) / youth@betdavid.org.za (Kendyll)  
 www.betdavid.org.za / http://www.facebook.com/BetDavidSandton  

Emergency: CSO 0861800018; Hatzolah Medical Rescue 0832221818/info@hatzolah.co.za;  
Shalom Bayit 011 6452591; CAP 0861 227 227 / 0861 CAP CAP, to report any suspicious activity 

Torah Reading for Shabbat Tzav 
Leviticus 6:1-8:36  

(Reading Lev. 6:1-7:7; P p.688; H p.429);  
Haftarah: Jeremiah 7:21-8:3, 9:22-23 

(Plaut p.701; Hertz p.439) 
Torah Study with Rabbi Schell  

every Shabbat at 08h45 
Podcast of Rabbi Schell’s weekly 

Sermons Tuesdays on Radio Today 
(10h30) or:  http://goo.gl/LsHQrY. 

Parashat Tzav repeats and enlarges the 
descriptions of the sacrifices already 
discuss d in last w  k’s r ading  f th  
Torah. We are also given a description 
of the ordination of Aaron and his sons 
as priests in the sanctuary and the 
dedication of the first sanctuary. 
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