
 

Shavuoth @ Bet David 
 

Erev Shavuot with our traditional 

cheesecake competition, bring and 

share supper, and the night of 

learning is on Tuesday 30 May.  

Please advise the office if you are 

able to bring a vegetarian or milk 

dish to share.  The festival morning 

service is Wednesday 31 May.  

 

 

Rabbi Schell will present a session 

on “10 x 10 x 10  famous quotes 

from the Tanach (Bible) x Talmud x 

and  Maimonides.“  

If YOU would like to present a 

topic/session during the Shavuot 

night of learning, please contact the 

Rabbi.  

Calendar  

• Friday 26 May: 

•  

      FAMILY SERVICE 

•  

•  

Family Kabbalat Shabbat 
Service and May birthday 
blessings (18:00) followed 
by a light (pizza) supper. 

 

• Saturday 27 May: 
*Cheder (8:30) 
*Torah breakfast (8:45) 
*Shabbat Morning 
Service and parallel Yoga
-Shabbat service (10:00) 
* Youth service & 
activities (10:00) 

SHAVUOT 

• Tuesday 30 May: 
*Shavuot service (18.00) 
cheesecake competition  

     - Bring & Share supper 

     - Night of learning  
     - Kids’ Movie Night after    
cheesecake competition 

• Wednesday 31 May: 
     *Shavuot service (10.00) 
     at Bet David 
     * Brocha (sponsors 

welcome) 

 

• Friday 02 June: 
*Kabbalat Shabbat 
Service (18:00) 
* Youth Activities (18:00) 

• Saturday 03 June: 
*Cheder (8:30) 
*Torah breakfast (8:45) 
*Shabbat Morning 
Service (10:00)  

     * Youth service and 
activities and service 
(10:00) 

Ad Kan כאן עד   
Rabbi Adrian M Schell 

Rabbi Emeritus: Hillel Avidan 

Shabbat  B'midbar 

26/27 May 2017 

2 Sivan 5777 
Sunday Talk and Tea at Bet David: Mord Perlov gave a moving talk about his struggles and victories. 



 

 BIRTHDAYS THIS 
WEEK 

Yom Huledet Sameach 
to the following 

members: 
 

Barry Lipschitz 

Brett Caminsky 

Simon Dimant 

David Abramsohn 

Ron Klipin 

Len Gronemann 

Peter Trujillo 

Arlene Bonin 

Jane Glover 

Carole Hicklin 

Anthony Hanauer 

Justin Furman 

 

 

Weekly Yahrzeits  

Refuah Sheleimah/ Speedy Recovery 

Please contact the office to report a hospitalisation/illness  

• Miri Blumenfeld 
• Dr Arnold Levin 
• Arthur Kruger 
• Marlene Nelson 

• Shelley Ann Jutan (mother-in-
law of Bianca Jutan) 

• Merle Abrams 
• Victor Solomon 

Ad Kan כאן עד   

•  Philip Borstein remembered by Martin Borstein 

•  Anna Gertrude Furman remembered by Sandra  

 Beswick 

•  Benjamin Feldman remembered by Peter Feldman 

•  Magda Groom remembered by Michelle Dagnin 

• Willie Smith remembered by Karen Lob 

• Jonathan Cohen remembered by Shirley Cohen and          

 Derek Cohen 

• Junior Judah Thobakgale remembered by Jacob 

Thobakgale 

Zichronam livracha,  
May their memory be for a blessing. 

 

• Left & centre: Gabriela (Friedman) and 

Shaun Levy who were married  at 

Memoire on 18 May.  

• Ben  and  Claire Williams with big sister 

Emily at the bris of baby Douglas 

(Yonatan).  

 

• To Misha Coetzee and Jamie B. Levin on 

their engagement. 

• To David and Candice Woolf of the birth 

of a lovely baby girl on 22 May, sister to 

Shira, Joshua, Galia and Eliana, and  

grandmother Sandra Meyerson. 

         Thank You 

• Yahrzeit donations:  

Carol Alexander in memory of  
Peter Baker;   

Martin Borstein in memory of  
Philip Borstein;  

Karen Lob in memory of Willie 
Smith. 

 

• Margaret Fish and Glynnis 

Kanar for sponsoring the brocha 

this Shabbat on the occasion of 

their birthdays. 

• Len and Lola Gronemann for 

donating a coffee machine to 

the shul. 

 

We mourn the sad passing of 

Jenniffer Amy Danino nee 

Colombick, wife of Dave and 

daughter of Andrea and David 

Berzan, sister of Steffan, Dean and 

Gayle.   

May her memory be for a blessing. 

      Condolences 
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Torah Sparks: We count! 

Incredulous! That's how I felt, after 

requesting and then learning my Uber 

passenger rating. You see, drivers get to rate 

and rank you too. 

"4.8! That's it?" I thought. "I've never been 

impolite or unfriendly. I never cancel a 

request after submitting one. What reason 

could there be for denying me a full five 

stars?" 

Once again, here was one small example of 

the many ways each of us is reduced to 

numbers as we go about our post-modern lives. The world knows us by our ID 

Numbers and PINs. Job performance and health are quantified and compared. We 

rank and rate universities, restaurants, wine, cars, and even dates. 

It goes without saying that qualification makes large amounts of data easier to 

categorise and understand. But it also has the effect of obscuring beauty, 

individuality, and difference. We have only to think of the Nazis' practice of 

tattooing numbers on our parents, grandparents, or great-grandparents and we 

shudder with horror. 

Perhaps, the dehumanising quality of quantification is the reason Jews have 

generally frowned on counting people. I remember counting students for a 

minyan whispering, "Not one, not two . . . " In fact, this concept goes back to the 

Babylonian Talmud where Rabbi Isaac taught, "It's prohibited to count the Jewish 

people, even in order to do a mitzvah" (Babylonian Talmud, Yoma 22b). 

Then again, in this week's Torah reading, Parashat B'midbar, God instructs Moses 

to, "Take a census of the whole Israelite community by their clan, by their 

ancestral houses, according to the number of names of every male, head by 

head" (Numbers 1:2). The parashah goes on to count and compare the male 

populations of the various Israelite tribes. 

In Rashi's commentary on this parashah, Rashi turns the whole idea of taking a 

census on its head. For him, this isn't an act of bureaucratic expediency. Rather, 

he writes, "Out of God's love for them, he counted them often" (see Rashi on 

Numbers 1:1). For Rashi, counting doesn't dehumanise or obscure, it's an 

expression of love and care — one manifestation of God's protection and 

devotion to God's precious treasures. 

We don't normally experience counting in this way. More often than not, to be 

counted is to feel more like digits and ratings — 

robbed of our identities. Yet, Rashi's interpretation 

of our parashah, reminds us what we all know deep 

down: We are much more than the numbers 

assigned to us. We are much more than ones and 

zeroes and Uber rankings. We are all precious 

treasures, worthy of love and affection.  We count!  

Rabbi Adrian M Schell  (Source: Joseph A. Skloot) 

Torah Reading  

Shabbat B'midbar 

Numbers 1:1-4:20  

Reading Num 3:1-13 

Plaut p.905; Hertz p.574 

Haftarah Hosea 2:1-22  

Plaut p.917; Hertz p.582 

 

In our Torah portion: 

*God commands Moses 

to take a census of all the 

Israelite males over the 

age of twenty.  

*The duties of the 

Levites, who are not 

included in the census, 

are detailed.  

* Each tribe is assigned 

specific places in the 

camp around the 

Tabernacle.  

*The sons of Levi are 

counted and their 

responsibilities are set 

forth.  

*A census of the firstborn 

males is taken and a 

special redemption tax is 

levied on them.  

*God instructs Moses 

and Aaron regarding the 

responsibilities of Aaron 

and his sons, and the 

duties assigned to the 

Kohathites.  

 

Shavuot 

Exodus 19:1-20:23 and 

Numbers 28:26-28:31 

Plaut p.473/p.1083;  

Hertz p.290/p.696 

Haftarah Isaiah 42:1-12 

Plaut p.1478;  

Book Ruth is read before 

the Torah Service 

Winter Camp  

and Shabbaton 

Please hand in your Camp 

and Shabbaton forms if you 

want to join us this July.  

Information and forms are 

available from the office. 

(admin1@betdavid.org.za) 

Ad Kan כאן עד   



 

Kehillah  

FEEDING SCHEME 

S.O.S. 

KEHILLAH IS IN URGENT 
NEED OF GROCERY 
DONATIONS.  PLEASE 
BRING ANY NON-
PERISHABLE ITEMS TO 
SERVICES eg. Pilchards, 
soup packets, peanut 
butter, oats, long life 
milk, condensed milk 
and mealie meal.   
Next food collection: 
This Sunday 28 May at 
PnP Hyde Park and next 
Sunday 4 June at PnP 
South Rd./Morningside. 
To help for one hour +, 
call Lesley 0832366823. 
 

TAKE – HOME ORDERS 
FROM OUR BET DAVID 

KITCHEN: 
Order delicious baked 
goods from the Bet 
David Kitchen for your 
enjoyment at home! 
Orders must be placed 
by Monday with Sharon 
at the office for 
collection on Friday. 
 

Nappy and Sanitary  
Towel collection: 

Thank you to all have 
brought and continue to 
bring nappies and 
sanitary towels. Please 
remember this is an 
ongoing project and all 
donations are always 
welcome. Boxes can be 
found in the shul office. 

 
Monthly Meetings:  

Should you wish to join 
Kehillah’s next meeting 
(Wednesday 14 June) 
please RSVP to the 
office: 011-783-7117. 

Friday evening: Kabbalat Shabbat: 18:00  

Kids’ Club Youth Activities: 18:00—19:00 (for ages 3 –10) weekly with Kendyll,  

Netzer Nights: Monthly, third Friday of the month (for ages 11—18) at 18:00   

Family Shabbat Service: 18:00 26 May 

Monthly Birthday Blessings: 26 May (sponsor for chocolates welcome) 

Shabbat Morning: 8:30—12:00 Cheder  (Term 2: 22 April—1 July)  

10:00 Shacharit Service 

10:00 Yoga Shabbat Service 27 May 

10:00—12:00 Children’s service and activities with Kendyll every Saturday 

Sunday Talk and Tea: 15:00 18 June 

Rabbi Adrian M Schell : rabbi.schell@betdavid.org.za (for emergencies SMS 076 448 6672)  

Office: admin1@betdavid.org.za (Glynnis); admin2@betdavid.org.za (Sharon)  

Management Committee: mancom@betdavid.org.za 

Bookkeeper: accounts@betdavid.org.za (Diane)  

Youth: youth@betdavid.org.za (Kendyll) 

+27 11 783 7117 (Mon - Thurs 9:00 - 14:30; Fri & Erev Yom Tov 9:00 - 13:00  

www.betdavid.org.za / http://www.facebook.com/BetDavidSandton 
CSO 24 Hour Emergency 086 18 000 18 / Hatzolah  0860 100 101 

Banking Details: Acc name: Bet David ; Branch: FNB Wierda Valley ;  
Acc no: 59210012529 (IBT no: 260950)  

Regular Shabbat Service Info  

 
Celebrate with your  

Bet David Family 

If you are celebrating a birthday, anniversary 
or for any reason at all, please consider 
sponsoring a  Friday night L’chaim, Family 
Service supper, Shabbat morning brocha or 
chocolates.  More details from the office. 

Ad Kan כאן עד   

http://www.facebook.com/BetDavidSandton

