
 

Sunday Talk and Tea 
 

Our first talk will be by Mordechai 
Perlov this Sunday 21 May at 15:00. 
About Mordechai Perlov: He was 

born in the Lithuanian Shtetl of 

Rasein. In 1941 at age 15, he was 

deported with his wealthy timber 

milling family to a Soviet Gulag. After 

4 years of hard labour, Mord 

escaped and miraculously made his 

way to Israel, where he served as 

officer in the War of Independence. 

Although a proud Zionist, the longing 

for family brought him to South 

Africa. With the help of his 

uncle, Mord became a successful 

businessman first as the MD of the 

famous Chrystal’s bakery and later 

built the biggest sock manufacturer 

in the country. Now at age 90, it is 

his mission to tell the world about 

the horrors of Soviet communism.   

FEEDING SCHEME S.O.S. 
KEHILLAH IS IN URGENT NEED OF 

FOOD SUPPLIES FOR THE FEEDING 

SCHEME.  ALL DONATIONS  WILL BE 

GREATLY APPRECIATED. PLEASE ANY 

BRING ITEMS FROM THE LIST WTH 

YOU TO SERVICES: tinned pilchards, 

soup packets, peanut butter, oats, 

long life milk, condensed milk and 

especially mealie/maize meal. 

Calendar  

• Friday 19 May: 
*Kabbalat Shabbat Service 
(18:00) 
* Netzer Night Activities 
(18:00) 

• Saturday 20 May 
*Cheder (8:30) 
*Torah breakfast (8:45) 
*Shabbat Morning 
Service (10:00) 
* Netzer activities and service 
(10:00) 

• Sunday 21 May: 
First Talk and Tea (15:00) 

• Friday 26 May: 
* Family Kabbalat Shabbat 
Service and May birthday 
blessings (18:00) 

• Saturday 27 May: 
*Cheder (8:30) 
*Torah breakfast (8:45) 
*Shabbat Morning 
Service and parallel Yoga- 
Shabbat service (10:00) 
* Youth service & activities 
(10:00) 

• Tuesday 30 May: 
*Shavuot service (18.00) 
cheesecake competition and 
night of learning  
*Kids’ Movie Night after 
cheesecake competition 

• Wednesday 31 May 

     *Shavuot service (10.00) 

     at Bet David 

     * Brocha (sponsors welcome) 

• Friday 02 June: 
*Kabbalat Shabbat Service 
(18:00) 
* Youth Activities (18:00) 

• Saturday 03 June: 
*Cheder (8:30) 
*Torah breakfast (8:45) 
*Shabbat Morning 
Service (10:00)  

     * Youth service and activities     
and service (10:00) 

Ad Kan כאן עד   
Rabbi Adrian M Schell 

Rabbi Emeritus: Hillel Avidan 

Shabbat  Behar-Buchukotai 

19/20 May 2017 

23/24 Iyar 5777 

Havdalah at our sister congregation Bet Menorah in Pretoria—celebrating Lag BaOmer. 

Winter Camp and Shabbaton 

Please hand in your Camp and Shabbaton forms if you want to join us this July.  

Information and forms are available from the office. (admin1@betdavid.org.za) 



 

 

BIRTHDAYS THIS 
WEEK 

Yom Huledet Sameach 
to the following 

members: 
 

Rachel Goodman 

Lynne Raphaely 

Pam Sher 

Jean Weinstein 

Diane Kuhlenthal 

Brigida Simpson 

Kendyll Jacobson 

Kevin Kahn  

 

Weekly Yahrzeits  

Refuah Sheleimah/ Speedy Recovery 

Please contact the office to report a hospitalisation/illness  

• Miri Blumenfeld 

• Dr Arnold Levin 
• Arthur Kruger 

• Marlene Nelson 

• Jenniffer Colombick 

• Merle Abrams 
• Nicci Sheinerman 

• Victor Solomon 
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 Peter Baker remembered by Carol Alexander 
 Bernard Duchen remembered by  Bet David 
 Elias Prag remembered by Mavis Yawitch 
 Joseph Cohen remembered by Lionel Cohen 
 Joan Alexander remembered by Peter Alexander 
 

Zichronam livracha, may their memory be for a blessing. 

Mazal Tov 
• To Ben and  Claire Williams on the birth of a 

son and brother to Emily. Brit Milah on  
Friday 19 May.  

• To Lynn Sherlock on the recent birth of a Grand 
niece. [Apologies for last week’s error.] 

• To Anthony Hanauer on becoming an uncle to 
baby Daniel. Mazal tov to parents Steven and 
Sigi-Helena and big brother Simon.  

• Ian Hacker who achieved South Africa National 

Colours in 100m and 100m Hurdles Events 

Thank You 
• To Gail Rogaly for her  donation of a sleeping 

bag for our staff member’s daughter. 

• Martin Rosen for the yahrzeit donation in 

memory of Colman Rosen. 

• To Tanya Kovarsky on the passing of  her 

grandmother,  Elza Zimmerman.   

 May her memory be for a blessing. 

Special Notices  

• Next Hebrew Conversation course. If you are  interested in starting 

beginners Hebrew or continuing from the first Hebrew course, please put 

your name down with the office.  

• Sponsorship for Brochas. If you are celebrating a birthday, anniversary or for 
any reason at all, please consider sponsoring a  Friday night L’chaim, Family 
Service supper or Shabbat morning brocha.  Details from the office. 

 

• Message to Cheder Parents.  Cheder will take place this Saturday as usual 

from 8.30 - 12.  It very cold now and with heaters not installed as yet in the 

new buildings, please make sure your children come with warm jackets. 

 

 Israel Cooper remembered by Sonny Cooper 
 Wilfred Rubin remembered by Tony Rubin 
 Colman Rosen remembered by Martin Rosen 
 Morris Jankelowitz remembered by Mike 

Jankelowitz 
 

Condolences 



 

Torah Sparks: Walking upright and unafraid 
In our parashah, God vows to enact a series of 

blessings and curses for the Israelites—blessings 

if they observe the commandments, and curses 

if they do not. In her interpretation, Rabbi Lisa 

Exler explains that the blessings are “curiously 

framed” by the image of walking.  

Walking is, for many of us, our most basic 

vehicle for navigating the world. Yet we 

probably don’t put much thought into it. We’re 

more concerned with where we’re going than 

how we’re getting there; and unless we’re on a 

hike, we rarely think of walking as an end in 

itself, or count it among our blessings. Our 

biblical passage opens with God stating the condition for receiving these blessings:  

“Im bechukotai teileichu—If you walk in accordance with My laws and 

observe and do My commandments.” And the section concludes with God’s 

promise to walk, in return: “V’hithalachti b’tochechem—And I will walk in 

your midst, and I will be your God and you will be My people.” 

The section of blessings could have ended there, with the final inspiring blessing 

being one of reciprocal relationship and intimacy between God and the Israelites. 

But it doesn’t. Instead, it ends with the following verse, a seemingly superfluous 

description of God’s role in the Exodus, which, significantly, also includes the 

image of walking: 

 “I am Adonai your God who took you out from the land of Egypt, from 

being their slaves, and I broke the bars of your yoke and made you walk 

upright—va’olech etchem komemiyut.”  

A midrash explains that the word komemiyut, upright—which appears only this 

once in Torah, means “with a straight spine and unafraid of any creature.” In other 

words, God reminds the Israelites that they are no longer oppressed slaves living in 

fear; but rather, dignified people who can stand tall and walk proudly and are free 

to choose their own paths. The Israelites’ ability to walk upright, which they 

attained through their experience of the Exodus, was the necessary precondition 

for the other “walkings” described previously in the text—walking in accordance 

with God’s laws and God’s reciprocal walking among the people, bestowing upon 

them the blessings of rain, food, peace and fertility. 

May we continue to be blessed to walk upright and to share our blessings with 

those in need. Wishing you a wonderful Shabbat and a meaningful week. 

Rabbi Adrian M Schell  
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Torah Reading  

Shabbat Behar-

Bechukotai 

Leviticus 25:1-27:34 

Reading Lev. 25:1-24  

Plaut p.850; Hertz p.531 

Haftarah Jeremiah 16:19-

17:14, Plaut p.880; Hertz 

p.551 

 

In our Torah portion: 

*God instructs Moses to 

tell the Israelites that in 

every seventh year, the 

land shall observe a 

Sabbath: Fields should 

not be sown and vines 

should not be pruned.  

*After forty-nine years, a 

jubilee year is to be 

celebrated when all the 

land that had been sold 

during that time should 

be returned to its 

original owners and 

slaves are to be freed.  

*God instructs Moses to 

tell the Israelites not to 

make idols, to keep the 

sabbath, and to 

venerate the sanctuary 

of the Eternal.  

* God promises 

blessings to the 

Israelites if they follow 

the law and warns about 

the curses that will 

befall the them if they 

do not observe the 

commandments.  

* Gifts made to the 

Sanctuary whether by 

conditional vows or by 

unconditional acts of 

pious gratitude are 

discussed.  

From Koe'siestes to Kneidlach 

Please see attached invitation to a special Gala Afternoon of Temple Israel.  

Bookings exclusively through www.computicket.com.  



 

Kehillah  

BET DAVID KEHILLAH’S 
OMER PROJECT 
COUNTING OF THE OMER 
FROM WEDNESDAY, 12 
APRIL FOR 50 DAYS IN 
SUPPORT OF KEHILLAH’S 
FEEDING SCHEMES. PLACE 
YOUR NAME AND THOSE 
OF YOUR LOVED ONES ON 
THE LIST TO DONATE ONE 
DAY’S FOOD PARCEL FOR 
ONLY R100 TO KEHILLAH. 
SIGN UP ON THE SHEET ON 
THE SHUL DOOR, OR CALL 
THE SHUL OFFICE. EFT TO 
BET DAVID SISTERHOOD, 
NEDBANK SANDTON, 
ACC. NO. 1970476214, 
BRANCH CODE 197005.  
THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
GREAT SUPPORT! 
 
TAKE – HOME ORDERS 
FROM OUR BET DAVID 
KITCHEN: 
The Bet David  kitchen is 
open for take-home 
orders. Delicious baked 
goods for your enjoyment 
at home! Orders need to  
be placed by Monday with 
Sharon at the office for 
pick up on Friday. 
 
Nappy and Sanitary  Towel 
collection: 
Thank you to all have 
brought and continue to 
bring nappies and sanitary 
towels. Please remember 
this is an ongoing project 
and all donations are 
always welcome. Boxes 
can be found in the shul 
office. 
 
Monthly Meetings:  
Should you wish to join our 
next meeting (Wednesday 
14 June) please RSVP to 
the office. 

Friday evening: Kabbalat Shabbat: 18:00  

Kids’ Club Youth Activities: 18:00—19:00 (for ages 3 –10) weekly with Kendyll,  

Netzer Nights: Monthly, third Friday of the month (for ages 11—18) at 18:00  - next 

on 19 May 

Family Shabbat Service: 18:00 26 May 

Monthly Birthday Blessings: 26 May 

Shabbat Morning: 8:30—12:00 Cheder  (Term 2: 22 April—1 July)  

10:00 Shacharit Service 

10:00 Yoga Shabbat Service 27 May 

10:00—12:00 Children’s service and activities with Kendyll every Saturday 

Rabbi Adrian M Schell : rabbi.schell@betdavid.org.za (for emergencies SMS 076 448 6672)  

Office: admin1@betdavid.org.za (Glynnis); admin2@betdavid.org.za (Sharon)  

Management Committee: mancom@betdavid.org.za 

Bookkeeper: accounts@betdavid.org.za (Diane)  

Youth: youth@betdavid.org.za (Kendyll) 

+27 11 783 7117 (Mon - Thurs 9:00 - 14:30; Fri & Erev Yom Tov 9:00 - 13:00  

www.betdavid.org.za / http://www.facebook.com/BetDavidSandton 
CSO 24 Hour Emergency 086 18 000 18 / Hatzolah  0860 100 101 

Banking Details: Acc name: Bet David ; Branch: FNB Wierda Valley ;  
Acc no: 59210012529 (IBT no: 260950)  

Regular Shabbat Service Info  

Ad Kan כאן עד   

Going with our tradition, we will have a evening full of learning on Shavuoth (Tikkun 

Leyl) following the evening service. Rabbi Schell is offering to anyone to present a 

study session, of between 30 – 60 minutes, on any subject. This need not relate to a 

Jewish topic, but can rather deal with something you have a personal interest in or are 

involved in. Please contact the office or chat to the Rabbi for further information.  We 

hope you will respond positively to this and make our Shavuoth a very special one. 

http://www.facebook.com/BetDavidSandton

