
 

OMER COUNTING 

From the second night of Pesach we 

count the Omer until we reach 

Shavuot. To help you with the 

counting, we have prepared a leaflet 

for you with a calendar, the blessings 

and the  numbers (attached hereto, 

and available in the Shul). Traditionally 

the Omer is counted in the evening, 

after sunset.  

 

JEWISH PHILOSOPHY SHIUR. 

There will be a shiur with Brett this 

Saturday after the service. The topic 

will be ‘How should Progressive 

Judaism put ethics into practice?’ 

 

PESACH AT BET DAVID 

The congregation celebrated a 

wonderful beginning of this year’s 

Pesach. Both, the evening service and 

the morning festival service were well 

attended. In his remarks Rabbi Schell 

pointed out that freedom is nothing 

that we should take for granted but 

rather needs our protection and 

contribution every single day. 

CHILDREN’S SEDER 

For the second time Kendyll arranged 

an outstanding fun seder for our 

children. The chocolate themed 

Haggadah, which Kendyll composed, 

explained the story of the Exodus, in a 

very tasty way.  Thank you to Sue 

Jacobson for helping and of course to 

Kendyll for organizing and running it. 

 

PESACH 2ND NIGHT SEDER AT BET 

DAVID 

A big thank you to everyone who 

helped put our seder together. To 

Rabbi Schell for leading the seder, 

Cynthia Rosen for her constant 

shopping and organizing which 

ensured the meal was outstanding, to 

Neria for her incredible catering once 

again, to Justice and Sipho for all the 

set up, running around and logistics. 

Thanks must also go to Adrienne Yates 

for the beautiful floral arrangements 

and for her help setting the tables and 

finally to the office staff for organizing 

everything behind the scenes.  

Kol HaKavod and thank you so much!  

Calendar  

PESACH 2017/5777 

• Friday 14 April: 
*Chol HaMoed Pesach 
Shabbat Service (18:00)  
*Kids’ Club Activities (18:00) 

• Saturday 15 April 
* NO Torah breakfast 
*Shabbat Morning 
Service (10:00) - welcoming 
Genevieve Edwards 
*Youth Service & Activities 
(10:00)  
*Jewish Philosophy Shiur 
with Brett Steingo (12:45) 

• Sunday 16 April 
* 7th Day Festival Evening 
Service (18:00) 
* Netzer Seder at Beit 
Emanuel (19:00) 

• Monday 17 April 
* Joint 7th Day Festival & 
Yizkor services at Beit 
Emanuel (9:30) 

Pesach ends on 17/04 at 
19:01. 

• Friday 21 April: 
*Kabbalat Shabbat Service 
(18:00)  
*Kids’ Club Activities (18:00) 
* Netzer Night (18:00) 

• Saturday 22 April: 
*Torah breakfast (8:45) 
*Shabbat Morning 
Service (10:00) 
*Youth Service & Activities 
(10:00)  

• Sunday/Monday 23/24 
April: 
* Yom Hashoah 

• Friday 28 April: 
* Family Kabbalat Shabbat 
Service (18:00) 

• Saturday 29 April: 
*Torah breakfast (8:45) 
*Shabbat Morning 
Service (10:00) 
*Youth Service & Activities 
(10:00)  

 

Ad Kan כאן עד   
Rabbi Adrian M Schell 

Rabbi Emeritus: Hillel Avidan 

Shabbat  Chol  

HaMoed Pesach 5777 

14/15 April 2017 

18/19 Nisan 5777 



 

 

BIRTHDAYS THIS 
WEEK 

 
Yom Huledet Sameach 

to the following 
members: 

 
Richard Bullock 

Beryl Berman 

Justin Joffe 

Ashley Sweke 

Merle Gaitz 

Carla Gordon  

 

Children under 14: 
 

Gabriel Abrams 
 

Thank you  

Weekly Yahrzeits  

Refuah Sheleimah/ Speedy Recovery 

Please contact the office to report a hospitalisation/illness  

• Miri Blumenfeld 

• Dr Arnold Levin 
• Arthur Kruger 

• Carole Hicklin 

• Judah Thobakgale 

• Morrie Epstein  

• Marlene Nelson 

• Madeleine Rose-Hicklin 
• Miriam Satikge  

• Stephen Margo 

• Michael Eliason 

• Victor Solomon 

Ad Kan כאן עד   

• To Dax Fine and Genevieve Edwards for 

sponsoring this week’s brocha in honour of 

Gen’s success at the Bet Din. Mazal Tov Gen! 

• To Gail Scheuble for contributing towards the 

Pesach morning brocha. 

• To Adrian, Beatrice, Ethan and Jarrod Lewis for 

their donation towards the chocolate seder 

and for the amazing ten plague packs. 

• To Cynthia Rosen for the donation in memory 

of the late Graham Balcomb. 

• To Marlene Licht for the donation in memory 

of the late Aubrey Greek. 

• To Myrna Margo for the donation in memory 

of the late Issy and Sarah Leibov. 

 Bella Solomon remembered by Ronald Solomon 
 Gavin Jacobson remembered by Sue, Kalvin and Kendyll Jacobson 
 Graham Balcomb remembered by Cynthia Rosen 
 Joan Dean remembered by Bron Schultz 
 Issy Leibov remembered by Myrna Margo 
 Dean Walt remembered by Ivan Walt 
 Marjorie Kotton remembered by Haydn Goldman 
 

Zichronam livracha, may their memory be for a blessing. 

Mazal Tov to Tom and Jody!  

Pictured (L—R) : Rabbi with the bride and groom ; Birkat 

HaMazon (benching) at the reception ; breaking the glass 

under the chuppah.  



 

Torah Sparks: Resurrection of the death? 
This coming Shabbat, we have a dramatic haftarah reading from Ezekiel 37:1-14. The 
prophet shares the vision of dry bones coming to life. What does this vision have to do 
with Passover, our festival of freedom, our deliverance from slavery? The Haftarah 
Commentary, by Gunther Plaut, offers the following opinion on the connection 
between Passover and this prophecy: “The connection of the Shabbat of Pesach and 
the main body of the haftarah (37:1-14) lies in the theme of Israel's deliverance: in the 
Torah it is delivered from slavery: in the haftarah, from death.” 
The story of Passover is the celebration of the Exodus from Egypt, yet the story is 
incomplete without a messianic vision. Ezekiel, preaches to his people who are exiled 
from Israel, after many have been killed in battle; they are given a vision of the return 
of the dead to Jerusalem and a restored homeland. 
Are there other possible connections to Passover?  
One interesting connection is that we end our seder with the song "Chad Gadya", the 
so-called "children's song" that follows the chain of violence and death from one goat 
to God's striking the Angel of Death. By this time in the seder, most of us are too tipsy, 
tired, and full to pay attention to the incredible theological message- masquerading as 
child's play, sung in Aramaic. Its message of ultimate redemption echoes in the seder 
and is fully disclosed in Ezekiel's prophecy of hope and restoration. 
But, was Ezekiel's prophecy meant to be real or a metaphor? Is it really a description 
of physical resurrection or spiritual resurrection?  And how do we moderns-and 
particularly we Progressive Jews-find meaning in this?  
The prayers for the resurrection of the dead were among the first to be excised from 
classical Reform prayer books. But our more recent Mishkan T'filah has put the prayer 
back as an alternative reading. Could it be that the last century, with its extraordinary 
events, reminded us that "resurrection" is possible? 
In our haftarah, Ezekiel will send a shiver down your spine: "Our bones are dried up, 
our hope is lost (v'avdah tikvateinu), we are cut off [from life]!" These words, written 
sometime in the sixth century BCE, resonated in the hearts, minds, and pens of our 
early Zionist dreamers! The rebirth of Israel is probably the most powerful cultural 
resurrection of the twentieth century. Ezekiel was right, "I will put My breath into you 
and you shall live, and I will place you in your own land" (Ezekiel 37:14).  Recited 
century after century, this haftarah has changed from a wistful prayer to a clarion call 
to action. 
Wishing you all a very meaningful Pesach  
Rabbi Adrian M Schell (Source: Rabbi Naamah Kelman ) 
——————————————————————————————————————-- 
A thought on last week’s parasha by Rabbi Yosef Solomon 
He shall remove his garments and wear other garments and he shall take out the 
ashes.” ~ Leviticus 6:4 
 The first daily Temple-service was the removal of the previous day’s ashes from the 
Altar. Why did the priest need to change clothes? Sorry budding Kabbalists, no hidden 
mysticism here and not even a mitzvah! Rather just simple common-sense: since he’s 
likely to soil his holy garments from the dirty ashes, the priest should change into 
‘overalls’. Evidently, certain clothing is unsuitable for specific pursuits. If you dress 
appropriately for business-meetings or social-functions, why should spiritual ones be 
any different? The famous proverb "clothes maketh the man" points to the fact that 
people generally judge others by their external reality.  Judaism points in the opposite 
direction: judge the moment and align your internal reality by dressing accordingly. 

Ad Kan כאן עד   

Torah Reading  

Shabbat Chol HaMoed 

Pesach 

Exodus 33:12-34:26  

Numbers 28:19-25 

(Plaut 592; Hertz 362) 

Haftarah: Ezekiel 37:1-

37:14 (P1465 Hertz 1015) 

 

With the reading, we are 

reminded of the age-old 

desire to know God. 

Moses implores God to 

let him see God. While 

God will not allow Moses 

to see God’s face, God 

tells Moses, “I will make 

My goodness pass before 

you…" Perhaps we 

experience the divine 

presence through the 

goodness we create in 

the world. The Torah then 

sets forth the thirteen 

attributes of God, among 

them that God is 

compassionate, gracious, 

slow to anger and 

abounding in kindness. By 

emulating these very 

attributes, we create the 

goodness which allows us 

to know God. 



 

Kehillah  

TAKE – HOME ORDERS 
FROM OUR BET DAVID 
KITCHEN: 
Please note there will be no 
take home orders over 
Pesach. 
 

 
 

Bet David Kehillah’s  
Omer Project 
Counting of the Omer begins 
on Wednesday, 12 April for 
50 days in support of 
Kehillah’s Feeding Schemes. 
Place your name and those 
of your loved ones on the list 
to donate one day’s food 
parcel for only R100 to 
Kehillah. Sign up on the 
sheet on the Shul door, or 
call the shul office.   
EFT to Bet David Sisterhood, 
Nedbank Sandton 
Account 1970476214, 
branch 197005.  
Thank you for your great 
support! 
 
Nappy and Sanitary  Towel 
collection: 
Thank you to all have 
brought and continue to 
bring nappies and sanitary 
towels. Please remember 
this is an ongoing project 
and all donations are always 
welcome. Boxes can be 
found in the shul. 
 
Monthly Meetings:  
Should you wish to join our 
next meeting (Wednesday 
19 April) please RSVP to the 
office.  

Friday evening: Kabbalat Shabbat: 18:00  

Kids’ Club Youth Activities: 18:00—19:00 (for ages 3 –10) weekly with Kendyll,  

Netzer Nights: Monthly, third Friday of the month (for ages 11—18) at 18:00  - next 

on 21 April 

Family Shabbat Service: 18:00 28 April 

Monthly Birthday Blessings: 28 April 

Shabbat Morning: 8:30—12:00 Cheder  (Term 2: 22 April—1 July) *29 April—no class 

10:00 Shacharit Service 

10:00 Yoga Shabbat Service 29 April 

10:00—12:00 Children’s service and activities with Kendyll every Saturday 

Rabbi Adrian M Schell : rabbi.schell@betdavid.org.za (for emergencies SMS 076 448 6672)  

Office: admin1@betdavid.org.za (Glynnis); admin2@betdavid.org.za (Sharon)  

Management Committee: mancom@betdavid.org.za 

Bookkeeper: accounts@betdavid.org.za (Diane)  

Youth: youth@betdavid.org.za (Kendyll) 

+27 11 783 7117 (Mon - Thurs 9:00 - 14:30; Fri & Erev Yom Tov 9:00 - 13:00  

www.betdavid.org.za / http://www.facebook.com/BetDavidSandton 
CSO 24 Hour Emergency 086 18 000 18 / Hatzolah  0860 100 101 

Banking Details: Acc name: Bet David ; Branch: FNB Wierda Valley ;  
Acc no: 59210012529 (IBT no: 260950)  

Regular Shabbat Service Info  

CONGREGATIONAL SHABBATON 

Ad Kan כאן עד   

We are so excited to host the first ever congregational shabbaton coming up this 

July! From Friday 7 July to Sunday 9 July, we will be in the Magaliesburg, sharing our 

Shabbat with our Bet David family. We know that it is going to be amazing. Costs are 

R850 per person for the weekend. If your child is wanting to go on the Winter Camp 

during the week before, the costs are different. For more info on this really exciting 

new community event, please speak to Kendyll via youth@betdavid.org.za or in shul.  

Last week we celebrated the Bar Mitzvah of Dillon Horvath who flew in from 

Australia to share his BarMi with his family.  Pictured below (L—R): Dillon with his 

family ; Dillon holding theTorah ; Rabbi Schell placing the tallit on Dillon. 

Bar Mitzvah—Dillon Horvath 

http://www.facebook.com/BetDavidSandton
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