
 

Calendar  
 

• Friday 30 June: 
*Kabbalat Shabbat 
Service & June birthday 
blessings (18:00) 
*Kids’ Club (18:00) 

• Saturday 1 July: 
*Cheder — Term 2 ends
(8:30) 
*Torah breakfast (8:45) 
*Shabbat Morning 
Service (10:00)  
*Youth service and 
activities (10:00) 

• Sunday 2 July: 
*Monthly Sunday Talk & 
Tea (15:00) 

• Friday 7 July: 
*Kabbalat Shabbat 
Service (18:00) 
*Kids’ Club (18:00) 

• Saturday 8 July: 
*Torah breakfast (8:45) 
*Shabbat Morning 
Service (10:00)  
*Youth service and 
activities (10:00) 

 

This Sunday!! 

Sunday Tea & Talk—2 July 

In 2014 Roger Scheuble 
spent four months on a 
sailing yacht, travelling a 
third of the distance 
around the world. 
Join him and the rest of the 
audience on Sunday 2 July 
at 3.00pm (in the shul) for 
an audio/visual talk on this 
adventure.  

Ad Kan כאן עד   
Rabbi Adrian M Schell 

Rabbi Emeritus: Hillel Avidan 

Shabbat Chukat 30 June/1 July 2017; 7 Tamuz 5777 

The South African Union for Progressive Judaism (SAUPJ) and the South African 
Association of Progressive Rabbis (SAAPR) strongly condemn the decision by 
the Government of Israel to suspend the implementation of its own decision to 
establish a dignified space for egalitarian prayer at the Western Wall. The 
Progressive Movement in South Africa joins in protest against this decision.   

Rabbi Rick Jacobs, head of the Union of Reform Judaism in America says, “We 
are all too familiar with pluralism being held hostage to coalition politics, and to 
the rights of non-Orthodox Jews being subjugated to those of the ultra-
Orthodox.” 

The establishment of a dignified and secure space for egalitarian progressive 
prayer at the Kotel was the result of years of intense negotiations, led by Natan 
Sharansky, Chairman of The Jewish Agency for Israel. In 2016 he reached a 
solution that was accepted by all major denominations and was then adopted 
by the government and embraced by the world's Jewish communities. 

Monica Solomon, Chair of the SAUPJ: “South African Progressive Jews are proud 
and committed Jews with strong ties to Israel and our common Jewish heritage. 
Instead of allowing us to pray with dignity at the Western Wall we are now 
faced with an uphill struggle to bring Israel and the Jewish world closer 
together.  Millions of Jews around the world whether Progressive, Orthodox or 
secular will not support this insulting decision.” 

It is ironic that Israel, formed as a Zionist State, is one of the few places in the 
world were Jews do not enjoy religious freedom. 

Netanyahu’s decision is both short-sighted and fraught with long-term danger. 
The Progressive Movement is far from a call to sever relations with Israel, and it 
is our belief that the damage is not yet irrevocable, but it is certainly the sign of 
a union in deep trouble.  Israel should be doing everything it can to avoid 
alienating its core supporters, its own flesh and blood. Non-Orthodox Jews, in 
Israel and abroad, may not agree with everything that the Jewish state does, 
but the arguments and our passion reflect the connectedness of the global 
Jewish  
family. 

MONICA SOLOMON     RABBI GREG ALEXANDER 

NATIONAL CHAIR, SAUPJ    NATIONAL CHAIR, SAAPR 



 

BIRTHDAYS THIS 
WEEK 

Yom Huledet Sameach 
to the following 

members: 
 

Bradley Soekoe 
Lali Gerber 

Bron Schultz 
Gwyneth Lipson 
Natalie Mascall 
Pam Simwawa 

Roy Lynn 
Joany Stone 

 
CHILDREN UNDER 14: 

Rebecca Myers 

Weekly Yahrzeits  

 Refuah Sheleimah/ Speedy Recovery 

Please contact the office to report a hospitalisation/illness  

• Dr Arnold Levin 

• Arthur Kruger 
• Marlene Nelson 

• Evie Kolbe  

• Rachelle Rossi-Zalmans 

• Shelley Anne Jutan 
• Warren Bonn 

• Jill Elston 

• Adrienne Yates 

• Andrea Berzen 
• Jenny Rauner 

• Madeleine Rose-Hicklin 

Ad Kan כאן עד   

• Sholem Kay remembered by Minna Smollen and Jennifer Berold 

• Louise Milner remembered by Tina Miller 
• Augustus Lilian Rubin remembered by Gail Rogaly, Lauren Kupritz, Caryn 

Margolius and Gavin Rogaly 
• Susan Sinek remembered by Mike Sinek 
• David Levin remembered by Mendel Levin 

• Janie Garb remembered by Mark Garb and Natalie Mascall 
• Stella Balabanoff remembered by Tony Balabanoff 
 

Zichronam livracha,  
May their memory be for a blessing. 

 Thank You 

• To Les Kroll for the recent yahrzeit donation in memory of the late Leah Kroll. 

• To Michelle & Ron Klipin for the recent yahrzeit donation in memory of the late Dr Leslie Reichman.  

• To Carol Kramer for the recent yahrzeit donation in memory of the late Joseph Sieff. 

• To Caryn Margolius for the recent yahrzeit donation in memory of the late Augustus Lilian Rubin. 

• To Martin Rosen for the recent yahrzeit donation in memory of the late Colman Rosen. 

• To Roger Scheuble for delivering the talk this Sunday on his sailing trip around the world.  

• To Darryl Egnal for the donation of stationery to the shul and Mitzvah School.  

• To Abe Brinkman for sponsoring the brocha this Shabbat in honour of his birthday earlier in June.  

Mazel Tov 

• To Darryl Egnal on the marriage of her brother, Warren Egnal to Connie Lee. 

• To Martin and Lesley Rosenberg on the marriage of their son, Adrian Rosenberg to Nikki Friedman. 

• To Greg, Ruth and Janis Jordan on the birth of a granddaughter and niece, Shoshana, in Namibia, 

daughter to Kelly and Jacques Crowther and sister to Ariellah. 

PLEASE SEE THE ATTACHED FLYER WITH ALL THE INFORMATION ABOUT THE NEW MISHKAN 

HANEFESH  - THE NEW HIGH HOLY DAY BOOKS WHICH WE ARE GOING TO USE NEXT YEAR. 

If anyone has a small fridge that is in good working condition which they are 

looking to give away, please consider donating it to the Bet David ground staff 

for use at the shul.  

Thank you  



 

Torah Reading  

Shabbat Beha’alotcha 

Numbers 4:21—7:89  

Reading Num 6:1-27   

Plaut p.928; Hertz p.592 

Haftarah Judges 13:2-25  

Plaut p.947; Hertz p.602 

 

In our Torah portion: 

 

Ad Kan כאן עד   Ad Kan כאן עד   

Torah Reading  

Shabbat Chukat  

Numbers  19:1—22:1 

Reading Numbers20:1-29 

Plaut p.1026; Hertz p.655 

Haftarah Judges 11:1-33 

Plaut p.1043; Hertz p.664 

 

In our Torah portion: 

* The laws of the red 

heifer to purify a person 

who has had contact with 

a corpse are given.  

* The people arrive at the 

wilderness of Zin. Miriam 

dies and is buried there.  

* The people complain 

that they have no water. 

Moses strikes the rock to 

get water for them. God 

tells Moses and Aaron 

they will not enter the 

Land of Israel.  

* The king of Edom 

refuses to let the 

Children of Israel pass 

through his land. After 

Aaron's priestly garments 

are given to his son 

Eleazer, Aaron dies.  

* After they are punished 

for complaining about 

the lack of bread and 

water, the Israelites 

repent and are victorious 

in battle against the 

Amorites and the people 

of Bashan, whose lands 

they capture.  

 

 

Rabbi Schell will be on 

our youth’s winter camp 

from 4-7 July and on 

vacation from 10-26 July.  

"Progressive Jewry taken hostage” 

Dear congregants, 

The press release from page one is an  immediate 
response of our movement on the newest 
development in Israel. It is a well thought through 
reaction on a demeaning attack on our Progressive 
movement. In the last days since the decision 
was  made by the Israeli government I read and 
learned about many who stand with us in solidarity 
and support our request to re-instate the 
compromise about the Western-Wall-Plaza, but I 
also hear voices that ask why we care about a 
“bunch of stones”. Our connection to Israel, so they 
say, are human beings and much more. While I agree 
that the Kotel is not Judaism alone, and that we have 
more and perhaps even many more spiritual places 
in Israel and around the world to practise Judaism, the Kotel and the Western-
Wall-Plaza symbolises an important part of our traditions and history and a 
common link between us and the generations to come.  

For me it is not a question of what we can currently do in Israel and in our homes, 
but what we are not permitted to do, even though the absolute majority of world 
Jewry shares our request to create a space where all Jews feel comfortable and 
recognised. The compromise would have enabled women and men to worship 
God together  as we do in our Synagogues. We need a place where we can share a 
pre-wedding-blessing with a gay-couple as any orthodox yeshiva student receives 
one in the orthodox-men-section before their wedding. A transsexual women 
should have the right to do hagba-ah (lifting the torah) at the Kotel to show her 
connection to the Torah without fear, and a young boy should be able to 
celebrate his bar mitzvah standing next to his grandmother and mother at a place 
that is meaningful for them without (!) being shouted at and booed by ultra-
orthodox extremists. Women should be allowed to sing proudly and loudly and 
not have to remain silent because some ultra-orthodox men argue that a woman's 
voice is evil.  

It is important for me that when teen-agers from our congregations arrive for the 
first time in Israel and perhaps celebrate Shabbat in Jerusalem that they can do it 
in a meaningful and dignified way, too—strengthening their Jewish identity.  

A third, egalitarian—pluralistic section at the Western-Wall-Plaza will enable 
more Jews to pray to God in their own authentic way. This section will create 
opportunities and does not take anything away from anyone.  

And this is why I feel so strongly about the decision of the Israeli government. This 
decision demands from us to give up our way to pray, to cut our connection to the 
Kotel and perhaps even to give up on Israel. The Kotel is currently not a place for 
“all Jews”. Sunday’s decision is a clear statement that non-orthodox Judaism 
doesn’t count for the Israeli government.  

We can’t accept this. We are proud Jews. We have values and ideals that are 
worth being protected and cared for. Israel and Jerusalem is as much part of our 
Judaism as it  is for any other Jew.  

In the next few days and weeks we will—together with our partners in Israel (the 
Israeli Progressive movement and IRAC) find ways to challenge this newest 
development, and I urge you to support us.  

Thank you—Shabbat Shalom 

Rabbi Adrian M Schell 



 

Kehillah  

Next food collection:  
To take place on this 
Sunday, 2 July  at PnP 
South Road, 
Morningside PnP and 
Hyde Park PnP. To help 
for about one hour call 
Lesley 083 2366823. 
 

TAKE – HOME ORDERS 
FROM OUR BET DAVID 

KITCHEN: 
Order delicious baked 
goods from the Bet 
David Kitchen for your 
enjoyment at home! 
Orders must be placed 
by Monday with Sharon 
at the office for 
collection on Friday. 
 

For all Kehillah related  
donations  - towards 
brochas; the feeding 
scheme or kitchen 
orders: 
Acc name: Bet David 
Sisterhood 
Branch: Nedbank 
Sandton  
Acc no: 1970 476 214  
IBT no: 197005  
Please use a reference. 

Rabbi Adrian M Schell : rabbi.schell@betdavid.org.za (for emergencies SMS 076 448 6672)  

Office: admin1@betdavid.org.za (Glynnis); admin2@betdavid.org.za (Sharon)  

Management Committee: mancom@betdavid.org.za 

Bookkeeper: accounts@betdavid.org.za (Diane)  

Youth: youth@betdavid.org.za (Kendyll) 

+27 11 783 7117 (Mon - Thurs 9:00 - 14:30; Fri & Erev Yom Tov 9:00 - 13:00  

www.betdavid.org.za / http://www.facebook.com/BetDavidSandton 
CSO 24 Hour Emergency 086 18 000 18 / Hatzolah  0860 100 101 

Banking Details: Acc name: Bet David ; Branch: FNB Wierda Valley ;  
Acc no: 59210012529 (IBT no: 260950)  

Friday evening: Kabbalat Shabbat: 18:00  

Kids’ Club Youth Activities: 18:00—19:00 (for ages 3 –10) weekly with Kendyll,  

Netzer Nights: Monthly, third Friday of the month (for ages 11—18) at 18:00   

Family Shabbat Service: 18:00 30 July  

Monthly Birthday Blessings: 30 June (sponsor for chocolates welcome) 

Shabbat Morning: 8:30—12:00 Cheder  (Term 2: last lesson 1 July) 

10:00 Shacharit Service 

10:00 Yoga Shabbat Service 24 June 

10:00—12:00 Children’s service and activities with Kendyll every Saturday 

Monthly Sunday Talk and Tea: 15:00 2 July 

Cemetery Clean Up:  13 August 

Regular Shabbat Service Info  

Ad Kan כאן עד   

Limmud is the Hebrew word for learning. Limmud SA is a community of learning 
where South African Jews can learn and share ideas, regardless of their affiliations 
or levels of Jewish knowledge. It is exciting, dynamic and diverse. Limmud makes 
accessible some of the world’s most dynamic Jewish educators, performers and 
teachers at annual conferences around the country. Limmud is organised almost 
entirely by teams of volunteers. We believe there is space for everyone to 
contribute in their own unique way.  

Limmud is a extraordinary experience we‘d like invite you to:  
Limmud Johannesburg Conference  

Friday 4th - Sunday 6th August 2017 
Indaba Hotel Fourways  

Register at www.limmud.org.za 
 
Rabbi Schell will lead both Progressive Shabbat services during Limmud and will  
give a talk on the topic of his rabbinic thesis:  

Adoption: A Jewish Perspective 
This session explores the Jewish perspective of adoption focusing on how Jewish 
tradition deals with orphans and how traditional halachic approaches clash with 
modern practice. The latter half of the session will include a debate on whether 
adoption is a valid way to fulfil the first commandment of the Torah to multiply and 
fill the earth. (Sunday 6 August 14:15-15:15) 

Glove Appeal  
 The volunteer firefighters 
in the Western Cape are 
suffering burns to their 
hands due to the lack of 
suitable gloves.  For a 
donation of just R60, one 
firefighter can get a pair of 
decent quality heat 
resistant gloves.  Please 
either give your donation 
to the office or to Monica 
or Steven Solomon who 
will arrange delivery. 
Thank you in anticipation 
of your support. 

http://www.facebook.com/BetDavidSandton
http://jhbholocaust.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c22028b69653667184d3e5b23&id=4cae2e9783&e=06ca9dd748

