
 

Torah Study at Bet David 
 

Our Torah Study group meets every 

Saturday morning at 8.45. Usually, 

we discuss the weekly Torah portion. 

It is an open group where each and 

everyone is welcomed, not only to 

join, but also to take part in the 

discussion, to ask questions, or to 

raise a difficulty they have with the 

text of the Torah. You don’t need to 

know Hebrew, you don’t need to be 

an expert of the Torah. If you can’t 

make it on a regular basis, no 

problem. Just come when you can. 

 
LAG B’OMER 
 

Beit Emanuel (38 Oxford Rd, 

Parktown) will be hosting a 

communal Lag B’Omer bonfire and 

Havdallah service on Saturday 13 

May from 18:00. There will be 

toasted marshmallows as well as 

loads of fun and songs around the 

fire.  

Sunday Talk and Tea 
 

We will be launching a monthly 
Sunday Talk and Tea. Once a month 
we will be offering a talk by a person 
of interest followed by tea and 
chats. The first talk will be by 
Mordechai Perlov on Sunday 21 
May at 15:00. 
About Mordechai: Mord Perlov was 
born in the Lithuanian Shtetl of 
Rasein. In 1941 at age 15, he was 
deported with his wealthy timber 
milling family to a Soviet Gulag. After 
4 years of hard labour, Mord 
escaped and miraculously made his 
way to Israel, where he served as 
officer in the War of Independence. 
Although a proud Zionist, the longing 
for family brought him to South 
Africa. With the help of his 
uncle, Mord became a successful 
businessman first as the MD of the 
famous Chrystal’s bakery and later 
built the biggest sock manufacturer 
in the country. Now at age 90, it is 
his mission to tell the world about 
the horrors of Soviet communism.   

Calendar  

• Friday 12 May: 
*Kabbalat Shabbat Service 
(18:00) 
* Kids’ Club Activities (18:00) 

• Saturday 13 May:  
*Cheder (8:30) 
*Torah breakfast (8:45) 
*Shabbat Morning 
Service (10:00) 
*NO Kids’ Club; children 
invited to join Cheder 
children for Lag B’Omer 
activity 

• Sunday 14 May: 
Rhona Rosettenstein 

Memorial Service (11:00) 

• Friday 19 May: 
*Kabbalat Shabbat Service 
(18:00) 
* Netzer Night Activities 
(18:00) 

• Saturday 20 May 
*Cheder (8:30) 
*Torah breakfast (8:45) 
*Shabbat Morning 
Service (10:00) 
* Netzer activities and 
service (10:00) 

• Sunday 21 May: 
First Talk and Tea (15:00) 

• Friday 26 May: 
* Family Kabbalat Shabbat 
Service and May birthday 
blessings (18:00) 

• Saturday 27 May: 
*Cheder (8:30) 
*Torah breakfast (8:45) 
*Shabbat Morning 
Service and parallel Yoga- 
Shabbat service (10:00) 
* Youth service & activities 
(10:00) 

• Tuesday 30 May: 
*Shavuot service, 
cheesecake competition and 
night of learning (18:00) 
*Kids’ Movie Night after 
cheesecake competition 

Ad Kan כאן עד   
Rabbi Adrian M Schell 
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BIRTHDAYS THIS 
WEEK 

Yom Huledet Sameach 
to the following 

members: 
 

Minna Smollen 
Dr Leslie Berman 

Ben Milner 
Margaret Taback 

Lana Jankelow 
Gemma Windrum 

Hanna Carpel  
 

Children under 14: 
 

Joshua Jankelow 
Jake Frankel 

Megan Frankel  

Weekly Yahrzeits  

Refuah Sheleimah/ Speedy Recovery 

Please contact the office to report a hospitalisation/illness  

• Miri Blumenfeld 

• Dr Arnold Levin 
• Arthur Kruger 

• Marlene Nelson 

• Rachelle Rossi Zalmans 

• Warren Bonn 
• Merle Abrams 
 

Ad Kan כאן עד   

 Stanley Lief remembered by Giddy Lief and Rhona Lief 
 Ruth Speyer remembered by Doris Rothenberg 
 David Bancroft remembered by Jack Bancroft 
 Ernest Lewis remembered by Sandra Bruhns 
 Ray Bella Ross remembered by Michael Ross 
 

Zichronam livracha, may their memory be for a blessing. 

Mazal Tov 
• To new members Claire and Ben Williams.   

• To Lynn Sherlock on the birth of a grand-niece, 
Eliana Cyan, born to Sherice and Garron Zlotnick, 
who  named their daughter after Lynn’s late 
mother Ethel Epstein and her late husband Chris 
Sherlock.  

• To the May 50/50 club winner, Ava Rogaly. 

• To Lesley and Martin Rosenberg on the birth of a 
grandson on 8 May. Mazel tov to parents Jeremy 
and Cara and big sister, Jemma. 

• To Donné and Robert Wolk on their recent 
wedding in April. 

Thank You 

• To Barry and Val Sinclair for the generous 

sponsorship of last Saturday’s brocha.  

• To Merle Oshry for the recent yahrzeit donation in 

honour of the late Eileen Isaacs. 

• To Wendi Maxwell for the donation towards a  

child attending winter camp.  

• To Donné and Robert Wolk for the donation of 

clothes for the Mitzvah School students. 

Special Notices  

• B’hatzlachah (good luck) to all who are travelling to Israel for the WUPJ 
Conference and wishing them a very meaningful trip. 

• If you would like to sponsor this week’s (or any other week’s) brocha please 
do so by contacting the office. The Kehillah relies on the congregation to 
support the existence of the catering.  

• Reminder that the memorial service for the late Rhona Rosettenstein will be 
taking place at Bet David this Sunday (14 May) at 11:00. 

• If anyone deals in or knows of someone who deals in gemstones/precious 
stones, (such as emeralds, aquamarine, tourmaline etc.) please contact 
Aldridge Simwawa on  082 698 3130. 

Condolences  

• To Greg Meyerowitz on the passing of his 

grandmother, Edie Meyerowitz. 

• To Diane McColl,  administrator of Temple 

David Durban on the passing of her husband, 

Stewart. 



 

Torah Sparks: Making the Holy One, holy. 
The point of being Jewish is to have a relationship 

with God. Yet, a relationship implies a certain give 

and take, and there is little in the Torah that talks 

about what we have that God could possibly need. 

What can we give to God? That doesn't mean we 

don't have a whole section on sacrifice in this week's 

portion, Emor, and throughout the Book of Leviticus. 

But, it does mean that there really isn't any indication 

that our actions here on earth affect God in some 

way that is bounded by the relationship. 

And then, for one precious moment, our portion 

steps aside from the questions of sacrificial rite and 

priestly purity to ponder this question: how do we make God holy? In Leviticus 

22:32 we read: "You shall not profane My holy name, that I may be sanctified in 

the midst of the Israelite people-I Adonai who sanctify you."  

Translation issues become important here. The text says v'nikdashti, "and I will be 

made holy" amidst the Children of Israel. Or, in other words, "You will make Me 

holy just as I, Adonai, have made you holy." Here, for a moment, there is a 

relationship. We do something for God in response to what God has done for us. 

The only problem with this magic moment of relationship is that it makes no 

sense. How can we profane God's Name or make God Holy? How can our human 

acts help, in any way, to make the Holy One, holy? 

Perhaps the most intriguing response of all the classical commentaries can be 

found in P'sikta D'Rav Kahana, one of the oldest collections of midrash and 

commentaries on the Torah. The P'sikta teaches: “Thus said Shimon bar Yohai: "If 

you are my witnesses then I am the One, the first One, neither shall there be any 

after Me. But if you are not My witnesses, I am not, as it were, God." (P'sikta D'Rav 

Kahana, 12) In the context of the Torah, our lives, our very existence as a people, 

are dependent on the actions of God. And here for this one shining moment, the 

Torah teaches us that God's Holiness, God's Presence in the world, is dependent 

upon us. 

Having a relationship with God is a feathery thing. One never really knows what 

God is thinking, when God is present, and how we can truly bear witness to God's 

will in the world. And yet, through prayer we are reminded of all that is Holy in our 

world and in ourselves, and through this we form a bridge of connection. We 

become partners with God in the perfection of this world. It is then that we can 

truly make God holy. By repairing the brokenness in ourselves, by repairing the 

brokenness of our world, we repair the brokenness that has resided within God 

since the first moment of creation and in this way we can indeed make the Holy 

One, whole once again. 

Wishing you a wonderful Shabbat and a meaningful week. 

Rabbi Adrian M Schell (Source: Rabbi Joe Rooks Rapport) 

Ad Kan כאן עד   

Torah Reading  

Shabbat Emor 

Leviticus 21:1-24:23 

Reading Lev. 23:1-25 

Plaut p.823; Hertz p.519 

Haftarah Ezekiel 44:15-31 

Plaut p.846; Hertz p.528 

 

In our weekly Torah 

portion: 

* Laws regulating the 

lives and sacrifices of the 

priests are presented.  

* The set times of the 

Jewish calendar are 

named and described: 

the Sabbath, Rosh 

Hashanah, Yom Kippur, 

and the Pilgrimage 

Festivals of Pesach, 

Shavuot, and Sukkot.  

* God commands the 

Israelites to bring clear 

olive oil for lighting the 

sanctuary menorah. The 

ingredients and 

placement of the 

displayed loaves of 

sanctuary bread are 

explained.  

* Laws dealing with 

profanity, murder, and 

the maiming of others 

are outlined.  

 

OMER COUNTING 

From the second night 

of Pesach we count the 

Omer until we reach 

Shavuot. Traditionally 

the Omer is counted in 

the evening, after 

sunset.   



 

Kehillah  

BET DAVID KEHILLAH’S 
OMER PROJECT 
COUNTING OF THE OMER 
BEGINS ON WEDNESDAY, 
12 APRIL FOR 50 DAYS IN 
SUPPORT OF KEHILLAH’S 
FEEDING SCHEMES. PLACE 
YOUR NAME AND THOSE 
OF YOUR LOVED ONES ON 
THE LIST TO DONATE ONE 
DAY’S FOOD PARCEL FOR 
ONLY R100 TO KEHILLAH. 
SIGN UP ON THE SHEET ON 
THE SHUL DOOR, OR CALL 
THE SHUL OFFICE. EFT TO 
BET DAVID SISTERHOOD, 
NEDBANK SANDTON, 
ACCOUNT NO. 
1970476214, 
BRANCH CODE 197005.  
THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
GREAT SUPPORT! 
 
TAKE – HOME ORDERS 
FROM OUR BET DAVID 
KITCHEN: 
Please note that the 
kitchen is open for take 
home orders.  
Orders need to  be placed 
by Monday with Sharon at 
the office for pick up on 
Friday. 
 
Nappy and Sanitary  Towel 
collection: 
Thank you to all have 
brought and continue to 
bring nappies and sanitary 
towels. Please remember 
this is an ongoing project 
and all donations are 
always welcome. Boxes 
can be found in the shul 
office. 
 
Monthly Meetings:  
Should you wish to join our 
next meeting (Wednesday 
14 June) please RSVP to 
the office. 

Friday evening: Kabbalat Shabbat: 18:00  

Kids’ Club Youth Activities: 18:00—19:00 (for ages 3 –10) weekly with Kendyll,  

Netzer Nights: Monthly, third Friday of the month (for ages 11—18) at 18:00  - next 

on 19 May 

Family Shabbat Service: 18:00 26 May 

Monthly Birthday Blessings: 26 May 

Shabbat Morning: 8:30—12:00 Cheder  (Term 2: 22 April—1 July) *29 April—no class 

10:00 Shacharit Service 

10:00 Yoga Shabbat Service 27 May 

10:00—12:00 Children’s service and activities with Kendyll every Saturday 

Rabbi Adrian M Schell : rabbi.schell@betdavid.org.za (for emergencies SMS 076 448 6672)  

Office: admin1@betdavid.org.za (Glynnis); admin2@betdavid.org.za (Sharon)  

Management Committee: mancom@betdavid.org.za 

Bookkeeper: accounts@betdavid.org.za (Diane)  

Youth: youth@betdavid.org.za (Kendyll) 

+27 11 783 7117 (Mon - Thurs 9:00 - 14:30; Fri & Erev Yom Tov 9:00 - 13:00  

www.betdavid.org.za / http://www.facebook.com/BetDavidSandton 
CSO 24 Hour Emergency 086 18 000 18 / Hatzolah  0860 100 101 

Banking Details: Acc name: Bet David ; Branch: FNB Wierda Valley ;  
Acc no: 59210012529 (IBT no: 260950)  

Regular Shabbat Service Info  

Congregational Shabbaton & Winter Camp 

Ad Kan כאן עד   

We are excited to host the first ever congregational shabbaton coming up this July! 

From Friday 7 July to Sunday 9 July, we will be in the Magaliesburg, sharing our 

Shabbat with our Bet David family. We know that it is going to be amazing! 

Costs are R850 per person for the weekend. This includes all meals, accommodation, 

activities and extras. The youth winter camp will take place from 2—7 July for grade 

8—12(R2000 paid to Netzer) and from 4—7 July for grades 7s (R1800 paid to BD). 

For the full week, children pay R2400. 

For more info on this really exciting new community event, please speak to Kendyll 

via youth@betdavid.org.za or in shul. Forms are available by email or in the shul. 

If YOU would like to 

present a topic/session 

during the Shavuot night 

of learning, please 

contact the Rabbi.  

These sessions do not 

only have to be talk but 

can also be active 

sessions (e.g Yoga).  

http://www.facebook.com/BetDavidSandton

