
 

Bet David unveils foundation 
stone of new shul (by Darryl Egnal) 
Bet David, the Progressive Jewish 
community in Morningside, celebrated 
the unveiling of the foundation stone of 
its new synagogue on the new Bet David 
Campus on Wednesday 29 March.  
 
A crowd of 50-strong members and 
guests gathered to witness this historic 
event. The Bet David choir opened the 
proceedings with the singing of Ma 
Tovu… (How good… are your tents, O 
Jacob, and your homes, O Israel), after 
which Rabbi Adrian M Schell dedicated 
the foundation stone with a special 
prayer, part of which is quoted here.  
 
“Our God and God of our ancestors, 
Rock of Israel, we ask for blessing at this 
sacred time. We have gathered to unveil 
the foundation stone of this new Beit 
Knesset to be dedicated to You and Your 
worship. Guide us to build a house, 
befitting Your holiness, a sanctuary 
worthy of Your presence, a community 
founded in Your image, where young and 
old may rejoice to come before You, to 
learn Your truth, and to seek Your 
guidance...” 

The rabbi and Desmond Sweke, Bet 
David chair and a trustee of the Bet 
David Trust, unveiled the stone to great 
applause. Sweke read the wording on 
the stone, which starts off with the line 
from Exodus 25:8, “Make me a Holy 
place and I shall dwell in your midst”. 
 
“As chairman of Bet David, it was my 
honour and privilege to lay the 
foundation stone for our new 
synagogue,” Sweke said after the 
unveiling ceremony. “This important 
milestone in Bet David's history has been 
10 years in the planning, and is part of 
the strategy to make Bet David a leading, 
world-class Progressive Jewish Campus 
on which to live, learn, pray and play.”  
 
According to Monica Solomon, chair of 
the SA Union for Progressive Judaism 
(SAUPJ), this is the start of a new era for 
Bet David. “I am pleased I was able to 
attend the ceremony to witness the 
unveiling, and I look forward to being at 
the opening of the new shul when the 
building is completed.  
(Continued on  Page 5) 
 
 

Calendar  

• Friday 07 April: 
*Kabbalat Shabbat Service 
including welcoming  of 2017 
Kehillah Committee (18:00)  
*Kids’ Club Activities (18:00) 

• Saturday 08 April: 
*Torah breakfast (8:45) 
*Shabbat Morning 
Service (10:00) 
*Youth Service & Activities 
(10:00)  

Bar Mitzvah of  Dillon 
Horvath &  

Aufruf Jody Farber and  
Tom Jackson 

 

PESACH 2017/5777 

• Monday 10 April 
* Erev Pesach Service (18:00) 
(no children’s service) 

• Tuesday 11 April 
* Pesach morning service 
(10:00) 
* Kids’ Club Service (10:00) 
* Children’s Seder (12:45) 
* Communal Seder (18:00) 

• Friday 14 April: 
*Chol HaMoed Pesach 
Shabbat Service (18:00)  
*Kids’ Club Activities (18:00) 

• Saturday 15 April 
* NO Torah breakfast 
*Shabbat Morning 
Service (10:00) 
*Youth Service & Activities 
(10:00)  

• Sunday 16 April 
* 7th Day Festival Evening 
Service (18:00) 
* Netzer Seder at Beit 
Emanuel (19:00) 

• Monday 17 April 
* 7th Day Festival & Yizkor 
services at Beit Emanuel 
(9:30) 

According to our Progressive 
minhag, we do not have an 8th 
Day of Pesach—Pesach ends 
therefore on 17.4. at 19:01. 

Ad Kan כאן עד   
Rabbi Adrian M Schell 

Rabbi Emeritus: Hillel Avidan 

Shabbat  Hagadol / Pesach 5777 

7/8 & 10/11 April 2017 

12 & 15 Nisan 5777 



 

 

BIRTHDAYS THIS 
WEEK 

Yom Huledet Sameach 
to the following 

members: 
 

Giddy Lief 

Linda Levenberg 

Susan Destombes 

Harvey Leibowitz 

Tarryn Abrams 

Shannon Tchetchik 

 

Children under 14: 
 

Eli Jankelowitz 
Eliana Woolf 

Julian Gordon  

Thank you  
• To Ashley and Desmond Sweke for sponsoring 

and organising the wine and delicious food 

platters for the Foundation Stone Dedication 

and AGM.  

• To Wendi Maxwell for her recent donation 

towards the chocolate fund. 

• To Tom and Jody  for co-sponsoring the brocha 

this Shabbat on the occasion of their aufruf 

and chuppah.  

• To the Horvath family for co-sponsoring the 

brocha in honour of Dillon’s Bar Mitzvah. 

Hi, my name is Dillon and I live in Sydney, 
Australia. I was born in South Africa. I play 
basketball and rugby and  I also enjoy fishing.  
I have an older brother, Jeffrey. He is 24 and 
lives in South Africa.  I am looking forward to 
seeing him. I am happy to be having my Bar 
Mitzvah at Bet David.   

Weekly Yahrzeits  

Refuah Sheleimah/ Speedy Recovery 

Please contact the office to report a hospitalisation/illness  

• Miri Blumenfeld 

• Dr Arnold Levin 
• Arthur Kruger 

• Carole Hicklin 
• Judah Thobakgale 

• Morrie Epstein (father of Lynn 
Sherlock)  

• Marlene Nelson 

• Madeleine Rose-Hicklin 

• Miriam Satikge (mother of Penny 
Satigke) 

• Molly Smith 

• Stephen Margo 

• Warren Bonn (cousin of Ryan Brittan) 

• Rina Coreejes (mother of Antonio 
Coreejes) 
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• To our newest member: Antonio Corejees. 

• To Ryan Sweke (son of Ashley and Desmond 

Sweke) for receiving the degree of Doctor of 

Philosophy this week from the University of 

KwaZulu Natal.  

• To Dillon Horvath and the Horvath family on 

the occasion of his Bar Mitzvah.  

• To Jody Farber and Tom Jackson on their 

upcoming marriage this weekend. 

• To Liora Gordon on receiving her Bconsumer 

Science, with distinction from the University of 

Pretoria. 

• To Bron Schultz on receving her BBA degree, 

Cum Laude, from  Regenesys Business School. 

Mazal Tov 

 Ida Wallach remembered by Ruth Wallach and Rabbi Charles Wallach 
 Joan Sacks remembered by Brian Sacks 
 Anne Sive remembered by Tanya Appelbaum 
 Irving Jacobs remembered by the Jacobs Family  
 Larry Meyerowitz remembered by Greg Meyerowitz 

Zichronam livracha, may their memory be for a blessing. 

About the Bar Mitzvah— 
Dillon Horvath  



 

Pesach Seder: A very Jewish version of a symposium Torah Reading  

Shabbat Hagadol 

Parashat Tzav 

Leviticus  6:1-8:36 

Reading Lev  8:10-36 

(Plaut 694; Hertz 436) 

Haftarah: Malachi 3:4-3:24 

(P1459 Hertz 1005) 

 

In our weekly Torah 

portion the five sacrifices 

that the priests are to 

perform are described. 

Further, limitations on 

the consumption of meat 

are outlined by the Torah. 

Our portion concludes 

with details about the 

ordination of Aaron and 

his sons as priests and the 

preparation of the 

Tabernacle as a holy 

place. 
 

Pesach—First day 

Exodus 12:37-42;13:3-10 

(Plaut  414) and Numbers 

28:16-25 (Plaut 1082) 

Haftarah: Isaiah 43:1-15 (P 

1462) 
 

Omer Counting 

Beginning with the 

second night of Pesach 

we count the Omer until 

we arrived in our 

calendar at Shavuot. To 

help you with the 

counting, we have 

prepared for you a leaflet 

with a calendar, the 

blessings and the 

numbers (attached 

hereto, and available in 

the Shul). Traditionally 

the Omer is counted in 

the evening, after sunset.  

The most well-known thing that Jewish people do 
during Passover is to gather together for a ceremonial 
festive meal called a seder. The main thing to 
understand about a seder is that it combines a 
delicious meal, the telling of the story of the Exodus 
from Egypt, and a lot of symbolic foods and rituals 
tied to the Exodus story. Whether you are hosting a 
seder at your home or you are a guest at someone 
else’s, a typical seder is set up like a dinner party with 
a script. There’s a book, called a Haggadah in 
Hebrew, which contains the ritual order of the meal – 
traditionally comprised of 15 steps, or ritual units.  

History: The seder and the Haggadah were developed by a group of ancient rabbis 
who lived in the Land of Israel under Greco-Roman cultural influence. They did some 
cultural borrowing in crafting the Haggadah, using the Greco-Roman concept of a 
symposium and filling in Jewish content. A symposium was a meal with guests during 
which an important subject would be discussed and a specific number of cups of wine 
would be served. The hosts would issue invitations, which would state the topic for 
the evening’s discussion and the number of cups of wine that would be served. At the 
beginning of the evening, guests would arrive and be invited to get comfortable – 
reclining on pillows and cushions and preparing to eat and drink, talk and argue deep 
into the night. Familiar?  Exactly, the seder is our very Jewish version of a symposium: 

The Topic: The Exodus from Egypt and freedom,  

How many cups: 4 cups of wine and lots of food.  

Wishing you all a very meaningful Pesach  
Rabbi Adrian M Schell (Source: ITJ Handout on Pesach) 

Ad Kan כאן עד   



 

Kehillah  

TAKE – HOME ORDERS 
FROM OUR BET DAVID 
KITCHEN: 
Please note there will be no 
take home orders over 
Pesach. 
 

 
 

Bet David Kehillah’s  
Omer Project 
Counting of the Omer begins 
on Wednesday, 12 April for 
50 days in support of 
Kehillah’s Feeding Schemes. 
Place your name and those 
of your loved ones on the list 
to donate one day’s food 
parcel for only R100 to 
Kehillah. Sign up on the 
sheet on the Shul door, or 
call the shul office.   
EFT to Bet David Sisterhood, 
Nedbank Sandton 
Account 1970476214, 
branch 197005.  
Thank you for your great 
support! 
 
Nappy and Sanitary  Towel 
collection: 
Thank you to all have 
brought and continue to 
bring nappies and sanitary 
towels. Please remember 
this is an ongoing project 
and all donations are always 
welcome. Boxes can be 
found in the shul. 
 
Monthly Meetings:  
Should you wish to join our 
next meeting (Wednesday 
19 April) please RSVP to the 
office.  

Friday evening: Kabbalat Shabbat: 18:00  

Kids’ Club Youth Activities: 18:00—19:00 

(for ages 3 –10) weekly with Kendyll,  

Netzer Nights: Monthly, third Friday of the 

month (for ages 11—18) at 18:00  - next 

on 21 April 

Family Shabbat Service: 18:00 28 April 

Monthly Birthday Blessings: 28 April 

Shabbat Morning: 8:30—12:00 Cheder  

(Term 2: 22 April—1 July) *29 April—no class 

10:00 Shacharit Service 

10:00 Yoga Shabbat Service 29 April 

10:00—12:00 Children’s service and 

activities with Kendyll every Saturday 

Rabbi Adrian M Schell : rabbi.schell@betdavid.org.za (for emergencies SMS 076 448 6672)  

Office: admin1@betdavid.org.za (Glynnis); admin2@betdavid.org.za (Sharon)  

Management Committee: mancom@betdavid.org.za 

Bookkeeper: accounts@betdavid.org.za (Diane)  

Youth: youth@betdavid.org.za (Kendyll) 

+27 11 783 7117 (Mon - Thurs 9:00 - 14:30; Fri & Erev Yom Tov 9:00 - 13:00  

www.betdavid.org.za / http://www.facebook.com/BetDavidSandton 
CSO 24 Hour Emergency 086 18 000 18 / Hatzolah  0860 100 101 

Banking Details: Acc name: Bet David ; Branch: FNB Wierda Valley ;  
Acc no: 59210012529 (IBT no: 260950)  

Regular Shabbat Service Info  

Building Update by Desmond Sweke 

Ad Kan כאן עד   

Thank you to all who came to help at the 

cemetery clean up. You performed such 

a huge mitzvah! 48 bags were collected. 

In Zone C, the new Synagogue, the construction of the walls for the new offices, 

catering kitchen and function hall have all been completed, including the beams to 

support the roof structure. The roof structure elements are currently being made off-

site and will be erected. Eskom has finally completed the lowering of their cables on 

the side walk. This will now allow the widening of the western side of Middle Road to 

be undertaken and the lowering of the entrance from Middle Road. Provision has now 

been made for limited parking in the paved area on site for Shabbat Services. 

Pictured above and right: Last Shabbat, in a moving ceremony 

Kimberley, Antonio  and Tom were welcomed into the 

community. They received their Beit Din certificates, an aliyah 

to the Torah and a “ Shabbat-on-the-move“ set from Kehillah.  

http://www.facebook.com/BetDavidSandton


 

Continued from Page 1… “On behalf of the 
SAUPJ, I’d like to wish the Bet David 
management, staff and congregation all the 
best for the future. May you all go from 
strength to strength and may this be the 
beginning of a successful future for the Bet 
David community,” she said. 
Rabbi Schell is very proud to be part of the Bet 
David congregation and to have been able to 
observe the changes that have taken place 
since he joined Bet David in 2014.  
 
“It’s not easy to leave such a special place 
behind, to watch it being razed to the 
ground,” he said. “Our old shul held many 
wonderful memories for so many of our 
congregants, and while it’s sad to say 
goodbye, we’ve embarked on a journey that 
will allow us to continue to keep our doors 
open to everyone who is looking for a spiritual 
Jewish home, committed to our Progressive 
traditions and values.” 
 

Yesterday, today & tomorrow 
 
Bet David has come a long way since the 
property was acquired in 1971 in the then new 
and developing area of Morningside, far from 
the city centre.  The first services were held on 
Friday May 26, 1972 in what was known as the 
“Summer House” on the property, a small 
rondavel-shaped building originally designed 
for refreshments alongside the property’s 
tennis court. The shul, which became known 
as The Rondavel, accommodated between 50 
and 80 congregants.

Within two years, the congregation had grown 
so much that a larger synagogue was required. When planning the new building, the management and congregants felt very 
strongly that the design should be based on the original synagogue. The Rondavel’s shape and design, so much a part of Africa, 
had become the heart of Bet David’s congregational and religious activities.  
 
The new synagogue’s foundation stone was unveiled at its opening on March 20, 1977, 40 years ago, almost to the day. The 
magnificent stained-glass windows encompassing the Ten Commandments, designed to fit in the window recesses on either 
side of the Aron Kodesh in The Rondavel, were moved to the Bimah of the second synagogue, and will again be moved to the 
new Bet David synagogue once it’s complete. 
 
The Bet David Campus will house the synagogue, a religion school, two function venues (including The Middleton on top of 
which the shul is being built), the Mitzvah School (for Matric students from Alexandra), a nursery school, and office facilities for 
the Bet David Kehillah, Netzer and the SAUPJ.  “We are entering a new era for our congregation and it is with great anticipation 
that we look forward to the completion of our new Bet David Campus,” said Sweke.   
“We know that the community spirit we’ve cultivated over the years will continue in our new home. We take with us all the 
memories and traditions that have made Bet David so special to us, and we look forward to being in a place where new 
memories will be made and fresh traditions will be built,” he concluded.  

Ad Kan כאן עד   


