
 

 

CHAIRMAN’S 

INTRO: ERIC 

MILNER 

Eric Milner has 

lived in 

Johannesburg his 

entire life, except 

for 3 years he 

spent in Israel as a 

child. Eric has 

obtained the degrees of BA, LLB, LLM as well 

as various other qualifications and is 

admitted as an Advocate of the High Court. 

Eric is the managing director of a 

multidisciplinary financial practice in 

Bryanston. Eric had his Bar Mitzvah at the 

Northcliff Hebrew Congregation in 1981 and 

joined Bet David with his wife Antoinette in 

2000. Their son Aiden had his Bar Mitzvah at 

Bet David in 2016. Eric reads extensively and 

enjoys playing tennis and somewhat less 

successfully golf. Eric has been elected as 

the chairperson of Bet David and is looking 

forward to working with Rabbi Schell and 

the management committee to enhance the 

Jewish experience at Bet David.   

 

YOM HASHOA 2017 
Thank you to each and every one of you who 
came to honour those killed in the Shoah, 
and to support the SAUPJ in their quest for 
the equality of women.  The turnout at the 
first part of the ceremony surpassed my 
expectations and proved that our mission to 
once again hear the voices of women was a 
worthwhile exercise.  Any constructive 
suggestions on how you think the ceremony 
could be improved will be gratefully 
received. Kind regards, Monica Solomon 
National Chair, SAUPJ 
  

FAMILY SERVICE THIS WEEK FRIDAY 

Don’t forget to join us for our inclusive all-
generations-inclusive Family Services led by 
Rabbi Schell, the Cheder students, 
congregants and all children. The services 
are not exclusively for families only - 
everyone is welcome to join, and to 
participate. A light (pizza) supper follows the 
service. 
 
YOGA SERVICE THIS SATURDAY 
This week we will have the parallel yoga 
service taking place on Saturday morning at 
10:00am. Once again the service will be led 
my Dr Marianne Felix and Glynnis.  Don’t 
forget your mats, towels and comfy clothes.  

Calendar  

• Thursday 27 April:  
*Office Closed(Freedom Day) 
* Rosh Chodesh Iyar 

• Friday 28 April: 
*Family Kabbalat Shabbat 
Service (18:00) 

• Saturday 29 April: 
*Torah breakfast (8:45) 
*Shabbat Morning 
Service and Yoga Service
(10:00) 
*Youth Service & Activities 
(10:00)  

• Sunday 30 April: 
*Food Collection (9am-1pm) 

• Monday 1 May: 
*Office Closed(Workers’ Day) 

• Friday 5 May: 
* Kabbalat Shabbat Service 
(18:00) 
* Kids’ Club Activities (18:00) 

• Saturday 6 May:  
*Torah breakfast (8:45) 
*Shabbat Morning 
Service (10:00) 
*Youth Service & Activities 
(10:00)  

• Friday 12 May: 
*Kabbalat Shabbat Service 
(18:00) 
* Kids’ Club Activities (18:00) 

• Saturday 13 May:  
*Torah breakfast (8:45) 
*Shabbat Morning 
Service (10:00) 
*NO Kids’ Club(Kendyll away) 

• Friday 19 May: 
*Kabbalat Shabbat Service 
(18:00) 
* Netzer Night Activities 
(18:00) 

• Saturday 20 May: 
*Torah breakfast (8:45) 
*Shabbat Morning 
Service (10:00) 
* Netzer activities and 
service (10:00) 

 
 

Ad Kan כאן עד   
Rabbi Adrian M Schell 

Rabbi Emeritus: Hillel Avidan 

Shabbat  Tazria-Metzorah 

28/29 April 2017 

2/3 Iyar 5777 

Bet David‘s Choir: Wesley, Doron, Tarren, Tessa and Glynnis  



 

 

BIRTHDAYS THIS 
WEEK 

Yom Huledet Sameach 
to the following 

members: 
 

Ronen Bar 

Sue Jacobson 

Gavin Rogaly 

Michael Jankelowitz 

Jacqui Kotzen 

Cyril Hoff 

Michael Beder 

Steven Solomon 

Barbara Goldman 

Lionel Cohen 

Barbara Brinkman 

Candice Woolf 

Adri Powell 

Andrew Kemp 
 

Children under 14: 
 

Fay Tobin  

Thank you  

 
Weekly Yahrzeits  

Refuah Sheleimah/ Speedy Recovery 

Please contact the office to report a hospitalisation/illness  

• Miri Blumenfeld 

• Dr Arnold Levin 
• Arthur Kruger 

• Marlene Nelson 

• Madeleine Rose-Hicklin 
• Rachelle Rossi Zalmans 

Ad Kan כאן עד   

• To Ronen and Angie Bar for sponsoring the 

brocha this week in honour of Angie’s success 

at the Beit Din and to celebrate Ronen’s 

birthday. Mazel Tov Angie! 

• To Sharon Ellwood for the donation of 100 

fresh bread rolls which will go towards the 

feeding scheme, through the generosity of a  

bakery in Edenvale.  

 Joseph Goodman remembered by Carol Cowan and Alan Goodman 
 Sarah Leibov remembered by Myrna Margo 
 Isaac Gershon Licht remembered by Roy Licht 
 Burt Dorsett remembered by Monica Solomon 
 Rose Meisel remembered by Raymond Meisel. 
 

Zichronam livracha, may their memory be for a blessing. 

Mazal Tov 

• To new members: Shane Dorfman and his 

partner Parusha Pillay, who will be joining the 

ITJ programme. 

• To new members: Bianca Wiener and her 

partner Marco Schiavini, who will be joining 

the ITJ programme.  

Pictured  above and 

left: Rabbi  Schell and 

Chayim at their brocha 

last week  

Special Announcements 

• Jewish Philosophy Shiur: These will be taking place once a month. Please follow 

AdKan for the next date. 

• Beit Emanuel will be hosting a Yom Haatzmaut celebration on Sunday 30 April 

from 10am to 2pm. Please see flyer attached for more info.  

Condolences  

• Bet David mourns the passing of long time congregant Jock Blumberg. Heartfelt 

condolences to his sons Mark and Paul Blumberg and their families on his passing.  



 

Torah Sparks: Our people's approach to life 
While Rabbis often dread having to preach about our Torah portion (who likes to 
speak about skin eruption called tzaraat), it is a very suggestive one, and presents, 
an image of the holiness of the Israelite people. 
Tzaraat is a substance that is supposed to remain inside the body; it is "unnatural" 
when it flows out, in other words, our reading is about boundaries. Because the skin 
eruption is a death-skirting impurity it is appropriate that the patient be examined 
by the kohen, as though he or she were an offering being brought to the altar. 
Indeed, we are given much more detail about how carefully the kohen is to examine 
the human subject than we are told how he would examine a sacrificial animal. 
If the person is found to be a m'tzora, someone infected by tzaraat, the person is 
put in quarantine for seven days It is remarkable that the same procedures are 
instituted for the most pure, the priests – the same amount of time Aaron and his 
sons were secluded during the period of their consecration –, and the least pure, 
the m'tzora. 
And it continues in the same way: the priest purifies the "healed" m'tzora  in the 
same fashion as the priests are consecrated—by sprinkling blood on them. Of 
course, it is in the spaces between these extremes—the most pure and the least 
pure—that the body of Israel dwells. While the non-priest cannot attain to the 
purity of the kohen, men and women are protected from the destructive impurity 
of tzaraat by the procedures outlined in our reading, in which the affected person 
comes as close to the experience of the kohen as a "layperson" is permitted. The 
ordinary Israelite's vulnerability to tzaraat paradoxically creates a kind of 
democracy erasing some of the distinctions between kohen and Israelite.  
In non-leap years like this one we read both Tazria and M'tzora together. There is 
comfort in this pairing: the first portion describes the outbreak and treatment of 
the disease; the second portion describes the welcoming of the healed victim back 

into the community. On years when they 
are read separately, it is as though we are 
living out the victim's condition—for a 
whole week; the victim's weeklong 
isolation becomes part of our life as well, 
until the person is welcomed back when 
it is time to read the new portion. In 
years like this one, by condensing the 
diagnosis, treatment, and welcome into 
the same week, we are reminded of the 
hopefulness that is so much a part of the 
Jewish people's approach to life; though 
we may begin a period of time with bad 
news, there is treatment and 
transcendence waiting at the end.  
May we draw strength and 
transformation from the spiritual waters, 
the study of our Torah. Shabbat Shalom 
Rabbi Adrian M Schell 
(Source: Rabbi Richard N Levy) 

Ad Kan כאן עד   

Torah Reading  

Shabbat Tazria-Metzorah 

Leviticus 12:1-15:33 

Reading Lev. 13:29 - 40 

Plaut p.735; Hertz p.460 

Haftarah II Kings 7:3-20  

Plaut p.765; Hertz p.477 

 

In our weekly Torah 

portion: 

* God describes the 

rituals of purification for a 

woman after childbirth 

and sets forth the 

methods for diagnosing 

and treating a variety of 

skin diseases, 

including tzara-at (a 

leprous affection), as well 

as those for purifying 

clothing. 

* Priestly rituals to 

cure tzara-at when it 

afflicts humans are 

described and those to rid 

dwelling places of tzara-

at. 

* The parashah denotes 

male impurities resulting 

from a penile discharge or 

seminal emission.  

* The parashah concludes 

with accounts of female 

impurities caused by a 

discharge of blood.  

OMER COUNTING 

From the second night of Pesach we 

count the Omer until we reach Shavuot. 

To help you with the counting, we have 

prepared a leaflet for you with a calendar, 

the blessings and the  numbers (available 

in the Shul). Traditionally the Omer is 

counted in the evening, after sunset.  
 

Bet David Kehillah’s Omer Project 
Counting of the Omer begins on 
Wednesday, 12 April for 50 days in 
support of Kehillah’s Feeding Schemes. 
Place your name and those of your loved 
ones on the list to donate one day’s food 
parcel for only R100 to Kehillah. Sign up 
on the sheet on the Shul door, or call the 
shul office. EFT to Bet David Sisterhood, 
Nedbank Sandton, Account no. 
1970476214, Branch code 197005.  
Thank you for your great support! 



 

Kehillah  

Kehillah Visit To Alex—
visiting Granny Evelyn and 
the feeding scheme 
On Monday (24 April), some 
of the Kehillah ladies paid a 
visit to Granny Evelyn’s 
creche in Alex.  
They went to deliver a few 
jerseys and goods to Granny 
Evelyn. While there, they 
also visited where the 
feeding scheme operates 
from.  
Lali Gerber said it was an 
eye opening experience and 
was very interesting.  
(Pictured Top—Children 
from Granny Evelyn’s creche 
trying on the new jerseys. 
Bottom— veggies at the 
feeding scheme.) 
If you are ever interested in 
visiting, please let the office 
or Kehillah ladies know. 
 
 
TAKE – HOME ORDERS 
FROM OUR BET DAVID 
KITCHEN: 
Please note that the kitchen 
is open again for orders. 
Orders should be placed by 
Mondays with Sharon at the 
office. 
 
Nappy and Sanitary  Towel 
collection: 
Thank you to all have 
brought and continue to 
bring nappies and sanitary 
towels. Please remember 
this is an ongoing project 
and all donations are always 
welcome. Boxes can be 
found in the shul. 
 
Monthly Meetings:  
Should you wish to join our 
next meeting (Wednesday 
10 May) please RSVP to the 
office.  

Friday evening: Kabbalat Shabbat: 18:00  

Kids’ Club Youth Activities: 18:00—19:00 (for ages 3 –10) weekly with Kendyll,  

Netzer Nights: Monthly, third Friday of the month (for ages 11—18) at 18:00  - next 

on 21 April 

Family Shabbat Service: 18:00 28 April 

Monthly Birthday Blessings: 28 April 

Shabbat Morning: 8:30—12:00 Cheder  (Term 2: 22 April—1 July) *29 April—no class 

10:00 Shacharit Service 

10:00 Yoga Shabbat Service 29 April 

10:00—12:00 Children’s service and activities with Kendyll every Saturday 

Rabbi Adrian M Schell : rabbi.schell@betdavid.org.za (for emergencies SMS 076 448 6672)  

Office: admin1@betdavid.org.za (Glynnis); admin2@betdavid.org.za (Sharon)  

Management Committee: mancom@betdavid.org.za 

Bookkeeper: accounts@betdavid.org.za (Diane)  

Youth: youth@betdavid.org.za (Kendyll) 

+27 11 783 7117 (Mon - Thurs 9:00 - 14:30; Fri & Erev Yom Tov 9:00 - 13:00  

www.betdavid.org.za / http://www.facebook.com/BetDavidSandton 
CSO 24 Hour Emergency 086 18 000 18 / Hatzolah  0860 100 101 

Banking Details: Acc name: Bet David ; Branch: FNB Wierda Valley ;  
Acc no: 59210012529 (IBT no: 260950)  

Regular Shabbat Service Info  

Congregational Shabbaton & Winter Camp 

Ad Kan כאן עד   

We are excited to host the first ever congregational 

shabbaton coming up this July! From Friday 7 July to 

Sunday 9 July, we will be in the Magaliesburg, sharing our 

Shabbat with our Bet David family. We know that it is 

going to be amazing! 

Costs are R850 per person for the weekend. This includes 

all meals, accommodation, activities and extras. The youth 

winter camp will take place from 2—7 July for grade 8—12

(R2000 paid to Netzer) and from 4—7 July for grades 7s 

(R1800 paid to BD). For the full week, children pay R2400. 

For more info on this really exciting new community 

event, please speak to Kendyll via youth@betdavid.org.za 

or in shul.  

Limmud 2017 registration is now open! Limmud is a weekend-long celebration and 

symposium of Jewish learning and culture that is held in over 80 communities in 43 

countries. South Africa’s Limmud conference attracts some of the most exciting local 

and international talent in the world of Jewish thought and culture. Register here: 

https://limmudsa.wufoo.com/forms/limmud-johannesburg-2017-online-re/ 

Limmud 2017 

http://www.facebook.com/BetDavidSandton

