
 

Ad Kan כאן עד   
Yom Kippur, Sukkot and Shabbat Bereshit 

20 September—14 October 2017;   

9—24 Tishrei 5778 

Rabbi Adrian M Schell 
Rabbi Emeritus: Hillel Avidan Yom Kippur 5778 

 Friday 29 September: 
*Fast begins at 17:58 
*Kol Nidrei Service 
(18:00) 
*Kids’ Service (18:00) 

 Saturday 30 September: 
*Yom Kippur morning 
service (10:00) 
*Kids’ Service (10:00) 
*Kids’ yoga (12:00) 
*Shiur or Yoga (13:30) 
*Mincha (14:30) 
*Yizkor service (17:00) 
*Ne’ilah Service (18:00) 
*Fast ends at 18:42 

 

Calendar  

 Wednesday 4 October: 
*Erev Sukkot Service 
(18:00) 

 Thursday 5 October: 
*Sukkot Festival Morning 
service at Beit Emanuel 
(9:30) 

 Friday 6 October: 
*Kabbalat Shabbat 
Service (18:00) 
* Kids’ Club (18:00) 

 Saturday 7 October: 
*Cheder (8:30) 
*Torah Breakfast (8:45) 
*Shabbat morning 
service (10:00) 
*Simchat Torah flag 
making for the 
competition on Wed 11 
Oct (10:00) 

 Wednesday 11 October: 
*Erev Simchat Torah 
service & Flag 
Competition (18:00) 

 Thursday 12 October: 
*Shmini Atzeret Festival 
Morning Service (10:00) 

Dear Friends and Bet David community:  

Thank You. Thank you to all of you who came to the Rosh HaShanah services and the 

dedication of our new Shul. Thank you to all our volunteers, the shamasim, the gabbaiot 

team, our choir, Kehillah and ManCom, our support staff, the security volunteers (and to 

all those hard working builders who finished the sanctuary on time). A special thank you 

to rabbinical student Max Feldhake who has joined us for the High Holy Days and has led 

us in parts of the prayer and study sessions. I have felt privileged to lead you in the Rosh 

HaShanah services and commend those who came up to read before the community. I 

am looking forward to a very special Yom Kippur and the first Sukkot and Simchat Torah 

in our new Shul.   

ִתיָבה ַוֲחִתיָמה טֹוָבה   May your sealing into the book of life be confirmed כְּ

Rabbi Adrian M. Schell  

 

First new Progressive Synagogue built on the African Continent in decades:  

Bet David opens its new Synagogue 

In a meaningful and moving ceremony, Bet David Progressive Congregation in 

Morningside, Johannesburg opened and dedicated its new synagogue on Wednesday, 

20 September 2017, Erev Rosh Hashanah (the Jewish New Year). The dedication service 

was led by Rabbi Adrian Michael Schell. 

After nearly 12 months of construction, the new synagogue was opened in time for Rosh 

Hashanah. Once completed, the new campus of the Progressive congregation will 

encompass a Shul, Nursery School, the Mitzvah School, the Middleton function hall, and 

offices of the congregation and the Progressive Movement of South Africa. The 

synagogue is the third shul built on the property over a period of 45 years, and reflects 

the current needs of the congregation. (Continue reading on Page 2) 



 

BIRTHDAYS  

Helen Kaplan 
Isaac Livni 

Michael Ross 
Ivan Walt 

Jack Taback 
Jeremy Kahn 

Monika Stransky 
Edwin Reiser 
Martin Rosen 
Warren Ross 

Ben Abramsohn 
Lauren Hillidge 

Trish Bailey 
Bev Bancroft 

Steven Kaplan 
Mavis Yawitch 
Renee Lipschitz 
Carolyn Smollan 

Parusha Pillay 
Vicky Kahn 

Merle Oshry 
Tinashe Simwawa 
Claudia Franklin 
Michael Lipman 
Emeric Frohlich 

Greg Sheinerman 
Thalia Hoff 

Adrian Lewis  
 

CHILDREN UNDER 14:  
 

Shira Woolf 

Logan Rosenberg 

Ember Lustbader 

Ariel Somekh 

Romy Myers 

Emma Bruhns 

Jordan Lior Bar  

Ethan Lewis  
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Ethan Lewis—Bar Mitzvah 
(14 October 2017) 

My name is Ethan Lewis and I am 
currently in Grade 7 at Craiglands 
Primary. 

I also attend the KJD Taekwondo 
Martial Arts Academy and I am two 
grading's away from my black belt. 
I love spending time with my family 
and taking my dogs Izzy & Zoë to the 
park. 
For my Mitzvah project, I am putting 
together “Care Boxes” for the 
children at Samaritan House. I am 
collecting the following items for 
them: Kids Toothpaste, Kids 
Toothbrush, Facecloth, Soap, 
Shampoo, Lip Ice and a Water Bottle 
for school. 
A donation box has been placed at 
the back of the Shul for members 
that wish to contribute. 

Calendar (cont.) 

 Friday 13 October: 
*Kabbalat Shabbat 
Service (18:00) 
*Kids’ Club (18:00) 

 Saturday 14 October: 
*Cheder (8:30) 
*Torah Breakfast (8:45) 
*Shabbat morning 
service including the Bar 
Mitzvah of Ethan Lewis
(10:00) 
*Youth Service & 
activities (10:00) 

(From Page 1) The design of the synagogue is a modern one, whilst incorporating many 

elements of the two previous synagogues that stood on the property. The new floor-to-

ceiling windows, which constitutes nearly 50% of the outside walls of the shul shall give 

worshippers a feeling of being part of the surrounding environment, and reflect the 

openness of Bet David.  

After the Torah scrolls had been carried into the new shul by members of Kehillah (Bet 

David’s Sisterhood), the Trust and Bet David’s Management Committee, Eric Milner, 

Chairman of Bet David, welcomed the community to their new home and expressed the 

wish that the new shul will become a place where the Jewish community will come 

together in prayer, study and a sense of camaraderie and togetherness.    

Rabbi Schell emphasised in his sermon the idea that the architecture found in 

synagogues worldwide mirrors the communities in which Jews live and simultaneously 

speaks the unique language of the Jewish people by reflecting the values of God, Torah 

and Israel. Rabbi Schell said: “From the time we entered into a covenant with God, there 

was always the vision of a sanctuary, a Mishkan, in which our relationship with God and 

our fellow humans can grow. The Greek word, synagogue, meaning, gathering or 

assembly, reflects that which we have built. Our synagogue echoes that covenant – to 

create a gathering place for Jews, the community, and God.” Rabbi Schell’s fervent wish 

for the new Shul is that “this Shul becomes a shelter for all who seek it, a place of 

worship of God and a place to encounter one another.” 

“The shul is not yet entirely complete – some of the final touches still need to be done, 

but we are thankful that we could use it to celebrate the beginning of the new Jewish 

year. The opening of the campus will take place on 10 February 2018 with a special gala 

dinner,“ said Eric Milner, providing an overview of the next steps in the building process. 

Picture gallery of the opening: www.betdavid.org.za/shul-opening  

 

http://www.betdavid.org.za/shul-opening


 

Condolences 
 To Robert Wolk on the passing of his grandmother, Zena Strauss, mother 

of Phillip Wolk. 
 To Gabi & Warren Oshry and Simone Levine on the passing of Gabi and 

Simone’s mother, Carole Levine, wife of Sidney Levine. 
May their memories be for a blessing. 

Kehillah  

TAKE – HOME 
ORDERS FROM OUR 
BET DAVID KITCHEN:  
Weekly orders must 
be placed by Monday 
for collection on 
Friday. Call Sharon 
(office) or email to 
admin2@betdavid.org
.za 
 
THE NEXT FOOD 
COLLECTION will be on 
Sunday 22 October. 
Please contact Lesley 
on 0832366823 if you 
are able to assist for 
an hour or more at 
PnP South Rd, Hyde 
Park or Morningside. 
 
MITZVAH SCHOOL 
PRIZE GIVING : 
This wonderful prize 
giving will take place 
on Sunday 15 October 
from 2:30pm at Bet 
David. All welcome! 
 
KEHILLAH BANKING 
DETAILS:  
For brocha payments, 
take-home orders or 
donations to Kehillah:  
Bet David Sisterhood 
Nedbank Sandton  
Acc no: 1970 476 214  
IBT no: 197005.  
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Refuah Sheleimah/ Speedy Recovery 
  Alan Elston  

  Dr Arnold Levin 

  Arthur Kruger 

  Barry Sinclair 

  Denis Goldberg  

  Jonathan Fisher 

  Keith Falcke 

  Robert Wolk 

  Roy Lynn 

  Rosemary Ndlovu 

  Sally Steingo  

 Shelly Anne Jutan 

 To Ian Hacker on winning his power lifting division at the Commonwealth 
Championship.  

 To Hayley & Luis Gillman on the birth of a son. 
 To Codey-Lee Sueltz & Daniella Katz on their recent engagement. 

Mazel Tov 

 Weekly Yahrzeits  
For the week  of 24 to 30 September 
 Mary Kier remembered by Sybil Perlstein 
 Melanie Cohen remembered by Lionel Cohen 
 Max Cooper remembered by Merle Abrams 
 Jeremy Neil Kark remembered by David Kark 
 Erica Margo remembered by Stephen Margo 
 Joyce Eliasov remembered by Sybil Perlstein 
 Abraham Soll remembered by Anthony Soll 
 Minnie Broome remembered by Helen Kaplan 
 Dot Frankel remembered by Angela Frankel 
 
For the week of 1 to 7 October 
 Shane Boruchowitz remembered by Colin Boruchowitz, Adri Powell, Brendan 

Boruchowitz  
 Lili Gronemann remembered by Len Gronemann 
 Adele Pyne remembered by Mike & Janine Taitz  
 Goldie Gerber remembered by Len Gerber 
 Norma Taylor remembered by Michelle Ross 
 Reginald (Reggie) Smith remembered by Helen Kaplan, Philippa, Zoe and Greg Bengis 
 Shlomo Bar remembered by Ronen Bar 
 Errol Smith remembered by Jack Gaillard and Sharon Sack 
 
For the week of 8 to 14 October 
 Hilda Licht remembered by Roy Licht and Ryan Licht 
 Ashley Fine remembered by Rowan Fine 
 Sam Brittan remembered by John Brittan 
 Harry Melzak remembered by Peter Trujillo 
 Otto Mayer remembered by Ronald Mayer 
 Dylan-Jesse Sueltz remembered by Harene and Cody-Lee Sueltz  
 Gerald Fox remembered by Glynis Fox 
 Leslie Ross remembered by Michael Ross  
 Joseph Kier remembered by Sybil Perlstein 
 Emmanuel Baker remembered by Carol Alexander 
 Boet Marais remembered by Theresa Sobel, Deborah and Louise Isaacs. 
  

Zichronam livracha, May their memory be for a blessing. 



 

Netzer Summer Camp 2017 

 

 To Stephen Margo for the yahrzeit donation in memory of Erica Margo.  

 To Gail Scheuble for the yahrzeit donation in memory of Grace Helfer. 

 To Len Gerber for the recent yahrzeit donation. 

 To Geoff and Pat Van Flymen for donating the beautiful floral 

arrangements over Rosh Hashanan and Yom Kippur. 

 To Cynthia and Martin Rosen for sponsoring the refreshments for our 

communal breaking of the fast. 
Please note High Holy Day donations will be acknowledged in Ad Kan after the Yom Tov 

period. 

Thank You 
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Machaneh Kol HaNeshama is Netzer SA’s summer camp for 2017. The camp will 
be on the beautiful campsite in Grabouw.  From 12 December to 26 December, 
we will all be having the best time. Between dam time, peulot, meal time and all 
the other fun activities we have planned daily, there will not be a second left for 
anything but fun.  

All cost information and forms are available in the shul or via Kendyll.  

If you have any questions or if you like to learn more about the camp, please 
speak to Kendyll or email her at camp@netzer.org.za  
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Netzer Machaneh Kol 
HaNeshama Appeal— 
 

Netzer South Africa is a non

-profit community 

organisation. It is the policy 

of our movement to not 

turn away any camper for 

financial reasons. 

Unfortunately, as the cost 

of living increases and many 

more families experience 

economic difficulties during 

these times, so too do the 

number of requests for 

financial assistance 

increase. It is thanks to the 

generosity of parents who 

can afford to assist those in 

financial need that has 

contributed to the ko’ach 

(strength) of our 

movement. We are also 

incredibly grateful for the 

continued and generous 

support of the Reform 

community and its 

congregations. Each year 

we are in danger of not 

being able to maintain our 

policy of not turning 

campers away.  

Please help us give each 

Jewish child the 

opportunity to experience 

our rich and vibrant 

Machaneh Kol HaNeshama. 

Pledge an amount to the 

Assist-A-Camper Appeal via 

finance@netzer.org.za, and 

make a positive impact on 

our community. All financial 

information is available via 

Thandi (treasurer) or 

Kendyll (Rosh Machaneh). 

No contribution is ever too 

small. Thanking you in 

anticipation of your 

continued support. 

Hanhallah of Machaneh 

2017  
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According to the Jewish tradition, the period of 
repentance continues after Yom Kippur until the end of 
Sukkot. These days may continue to be an opportunity for 
reflection, but these final days of the holidays are days of 
celebration. Though none of us know what our fates hold 
for us, we act as if the process of Yom Kippur granted us 
atonement. We can begin our year feeling refreshed and 
renewed. Though many disagreements and injuries take 
more than a holiday to make up for, the holidays are 
ideally, a time to successfully reflect on our goals for the 
year to help us face new challenges with confidence.  

During the month of Tishrei, we bring together two 
seemingly contradictory emotions: humility and chutzpah. 
On the one hand we humble ourselves: throughout the 
season, we go through the long process of self-reflection 

that leads us to teshuvah—repentance. On Rosh Hashanah, we imagine God as 
the ruler of the universe and evoke a sense of awe as we stand before God. On 
Yom Kippur, we publicly confess our communal sins and afflict ourselves to show 
that we recognise our collective responsibility. And on Sukkot we make ourselves 
vulnerable to the elements by leaving our houses to dwell in the sukkah. As hard 
as we try, though, these attempts at humility depend on a stronger sense of 
chutzpah. Throughout the festivals, we assume that we will receive forgiveness. 
Throughout the liturgy of the High Holidays, we constantly recite verses and 
invoke stories where God forgives Israel. We constantly remind God about the 
desire to see each and every person achieve a state of atonement, and the way 
that God’s nature is to be compassionate.   

When we invoke this, we express the assumption that God will forgive us. Our 
Torah is a testament to God’s forgiving nature, but also teaches us that 
forgiveness must be active. A holy chutzpah backs our liturgy and prayers, but our 
acts and deeds must reflect them, otherwise our chutzpah is nothing else than 
cockiness.  

Wishing you a meaningful Yom Kippur and a joyful Sukkot and Simchat Torah 

Rabbi Adrian M Schell (Source: R’ Philip Gibbs) 
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Please remember that we will celebrate the Festival Morning Service of Sukkot  

(5 October) at Beit Emanuel (38 Oxford Rd., Parktown) at 09h30.  

All other services will be held in our new Shul. 

"A holy chutzpah” Torah Reading  

Yom Kippur 

(10 Tishrei 5778) 

Morning:  Dtn 29.9-14; 

30.11-20  GoR 342 

Maftir Num 29:7-11 

Haftarah: Isaiah 58:1-14 

(GoR 346) 

Afternoon:  Leviticus 19:1

-4, 9-18, 32-37 GoR 452 

Haftarah: Jonah (GoR 

456) 

Sukkot 

(15 Tishrei 5778) 

Lev 23:33-44 

Maftir  Num 29:12-29:16   

Haftarah: Zechariah 14:7-

9, 16-21 

(Service at Beit Emanuel) 

 

Shabbat Chol HaMoed 

(17 Tishrei 5778) 

Exodus 33:12-34:26 

Reading: Ex. 33:12-34:10 

Plaut p.592; Hertz p.362 

Haftarah:  Ezekiel 38:18-

39:7  

Plaut p.1443; Hertz p.979 

 

Simchat Torah 

Sh’mini Atzeret 

(22 Tishrei 5778) 

Deuteronomy 34:1-12 

Plaut p.1407; Hertz p.902 

Bereshit 1:1—13 

Plaut p.19; Hertz p.2 

Haftarah:  Joshua 1:1-18 

(Plaut p.1445;Hertz p984) 

 

Shabbat Bereshit 

(24 Tishrei 5778) 

Genesis 1:1-6:8  

Reading: Gen 1:1 - 2:3 

Plaut p.19; Hertz p.2 

Haftarah:  Isaiah 42:5-

43:10 

Plaut p.51; Hertz p.21 

Thank you to our sister 

congregations Bet Menorah 

Pretoria and  Temple Israel in 

Hillbrow for hosting Rabbinical 

Student Max Feldhake for 

Shabbat Shuvah. Pictured 

clockwise from top left: Rabbi  

Schell and Max Feldhake 

leading Havdalah at Bet 

Menorah. Max Feldhake and 

Reeva Forman at the Shabbat 

Shuva Dinner; Rabbi and 

Chayim Schell 



 

Friday evening: Kabbalat Shabbat: 18:00  

Kids’ Club Youth Activities: 18:00—19:00 (for ages 3 –10) weekly with Kendyll,  

Shabbat Beyachad: 18:00 (followed by a light ‘pizza’ supper) 27 October  

Monthly Birthday Blessings: 27 October 

Shabbat Morning: 8:30—12:00 Cheder (Term 4 starts: 7 Oct)  

8:45 Torah Breakfast 

10:00 Shacharit Service 

10:00—12:00 Children’s service and activities with Kendyll every Saturday 

Bet David Kehillah monthly meeting: 18 October (all welcome, please RSVP) 

Rabbi Adrian M Schell : rabbi.schell@betdavid.org.za (for emergencies SMS 076 448 6672)  

Office: admin1@betdavid.org.za (Glynnis); admin2@betdavid.org.za (Sharon)  

Management Committee: mancom@betdavid.org.za 

Bookkeeper: accounts@betdavid.org.za (Diane)  

Youth: youth@betdavid.org.za (Kendyll) 

+27 11 783 7117 (Mon - Thurs 9:00 - 14:30; Fri & Erev Yom Tov 9:00 - 13:00  

www.betdavid.org.za / http://www.facebook.com/BetDavidSandton 
CSO 24 Hour Emergency 086 18 000 18 / Hatzolah  0860 100 101 

Banking Details: Acc name: Bet David ; Branch: FNB Wierda Valley ;  
Acc no: 59210012529 (IBT no: 260950)  

Regular Shabbat Service Info  
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High Holy Day 

Appeal  

As an exciting year is 

coming to its end, we are 

looking forward to the 

new one, with its many 

opportunites and chances 

for us personally, but also 

for our congregation. 

5777 was a year of 

transition; with the 

building of the new 

Synagogue and our 

campus, and we thank 

you all for standing firm at 

our side in these past few 

months.  

Many of the changes have 

only been possible 

because of the support 

we received from our 

congregants. We are very 

thankful for this, and we 

appeal to you to continue 

to contribute to the needs 

of Bet David, your 

congregation and those 

whom we assist 

throughout the year.  

Your contributions will be 

greatly appreciated. 

Please see the attached 

donation form for your 

contribution. Toda Raba! 

Bar / Bat Mitzvahs for 

children born 2005 and 

2006. We are currently 

scheduling 2018 and 2019 

Bar & Bat Mitzvahs.  

Parents should please 

contact Glynnis in the office 

in this regard. 

Blessing over the Arba Minim (Four Species) 
One of the commandments of Sukkot is 
to take the arba minim (four species) and 
wave them each day of the holiday 
(traditionally not on Shabbat). This is 
normally done during morning services in 
synagogue, before the Hallel prayers, but 

you can do it also at home anytime during the day . Both customs are common and 
acceptable. Stand facing the north (or whatever direction Jerusalem is from where 
you are). 
Take the etrog in your left hand with the stem (green tip) up and the pitam (brown 
tip) down. Take the lulav (including the palm, myrtle and willow branches bound 
together) in your right hand. Bring your hands together and recite the blessing 
below. 
After you recite the blessing, turn the etrog so the stem is down and the pitam is 
up. Be careful not to damage the pitam! With the lulav and etrog together, gently 
shake forward (north) three times, then pull the lulav and etrog back in front of 
your chest. Repeat this to the right (east), then over your right shoulder (south), 
then to the left (west), then up, then down. 
Chag Sameach! 

 
Barukh atah Adonai, Eloheinu, melekh ha-olam 

Blessed are you, Lord, our God, sovereign of the universe 

 
asher kidishanu b'mitz'votav v'tzivanu 

Who has sanctified us with His commandments and commanded us 

 
al n'tilat lulav (Amein) 

to take up the lulav (Amen) 

http://www.betdavid.org.za
http://www.facebook.com/BetDavidSandton

