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Rabbi Adrian M Schell                                                                                              …………     .Rabbi Julia Margolis 
Rabbi Hillel Avidan, Emeritus 
 

Bet David Weekly News  
Ad Kan כאן עד  

  Shabbat Toldot 5776 
14 November 2015 – 02 Kislev 5776 

 

Thursday 12 November – 18.00 – 19.30 Prayers of our Siddur, a shiur with Rabbi Schell (foyer) 
Friday 13 November - 18.00 Kabbalat Shabbat Service, followed by a l’chaim sponsored by Rabbi Julia 
and Greg Margolis in honour of Rabbi Margolis’s recent birthday (foyer); 18.00 Child-care in the Youth 
Centre. 
Saturday 14 November - 08.30 Religion School; 10.00 Shabbat Morning Service; B’rachah follows 
(sponsor welcome); 10.30-11.30 Children’s Service (Youth Centre) 
Thursday 19 November – 18.00 – 19.30 Prayers of our Siddur, a shiur with Rabbi Schell (foyer) 
Friday 20 November - 18.00 Kabbalat Shabbat Service; 18.00 Child-care in the Youth Centre. 
Saturday 21 November - 08.30 Religion School; 08.45 Breakfast and Torah Study with Rabbi Schell; 10.00 
Shabbat Morning Service; B’rachah follows (sponsor welcome); 10.30-11.30 Children’s Service (Youth 
Centre) 
Thursday 26 November – 18.00 – 19.30 Prayers of our Siddur, a shiur with Rabbi Schell (foyer) 
Friday 27 November - 18.00 Kabbalat Shabbat Service; November birthday blessings; 18.00 Child-care in 
the Youth Centre. 
Saturday 28 November - 08.30 Religion School; 10.00 Shabbat Morning Service – Bar Mitzvah of Ethan 
Goodman; B’rachah follows in Ethan’s honour sponsored by his parents, Alan and Kim Goodman; 10.30-
11.30 Children’s Service (Youth Centre) 
Sunday 29 November 2015 from 10.00 to 12.00 - Cemetery Clean up - please RSVP to the office. 
 

For the “Mitzvah Day 2015” on 22 November 2015, various religious groups have committed themselves 
to working together on a theme of “Bringing light to the people of South Africa.” For 
R100/unit we will buy specialized solar lights, that can provide up to 60 hours of 
cost free light, and that will be donated to families in need.  

Please join BET DAVID in this important event. 
Details available at the office: admin1@betdavid.org.za 

 

Bet David’s “4-Fore-Four” Charity Golf, 3 November 2015  

   
A huge Thank You to all the supporters, sponsors and prize donors of our Golf Day, organised by Justin 
Joffe, in support of the shul, Mitzvah School, Our Children’s Fund, Zenzeleni and Leamogetswe Kehillah 
Feeding Schemes.  A wonderful day was had by all. 
 

Mazal Tov 
Happy birthday to all who have birthdays the week 9 to 15 November: Rabbi Julia Margolis; Ryan Licht; 
Sidney Nomis; Tony Rubin; Saul Shagam; Angie Bar; Colette Helman; Selwyn Gluckman; Jack Brust; Haydn 
Goldman; Vanessa Carpel; Benita Brust; Children under 14 years – Ashleigh Leibowitz; Nakita Hacker; Eli 
Joffe.  
Winners of Kehillah’s 50/50 Club draw – Giddy Lief (September); Rabbi Adrian Schell (October); Peter 
Trujillo (November); Chayim Schell-Apacik (December).  All winnings have been re-donated to Kehillah. 

mailto:admin1@betdavid.org.za
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Thank you for recent donations 
Yahrzeit – Peter Alexander in memory of Henry Alexander; Anne Martin in memory of Harry Katz;  
Mitzvah Day Project Solar Lights – Steve and Andie Smith; Barry and Val Sinclair; Rabbi Julia Margolis; 
Rabbi Adrian M Schell. 
 

Weekly Yahrzeits 
Marcus Weitzmann remembered by Ashley Sweke; Fritz Peiser remembered by Monica Solomon; 
Dorothy Sobel remembered by Gerald Sobel; Stanley Kronson remembered by Daryl Kronson; Fritz 
Perlstein remembered by Sybil Perlstein; Betty (Rebecca) Levy remembered by Dr Arnold Levin; Mark 
Jacobs remembered by Ivan Walt; Elisabeth Nesbitt remembered by Monica Solomon; Harry Cohen 
remembered by Pat van Flymen; Jack Plimsoll remembered by Pam Sher; Philip Kupowitz remembered 
by Bucca Jankes.  Zichronam livracha, may their memories be for a blessing. 
 

Condolences 
Myrna and Stephen Margo on the passing of their beloved uncle, Dr Hugh Alec Benjamin, aged 94,  

great uncle of Darren, Leanne and Clive, and grand uncle of Alexia and Adrian. 
 

Speedy Recovery-Refuah Shleimah 
Arthur Kruger; Chris Sherlock; Chris Smit; Ruth Jordan; Valerie Sinclair.  

Visits by Rabbi Schell or Rabbi Margolis can be arranged for congregants in hospital or ill at home.  
Please contact Glynnis to report illness and advise whether you would like a visit from one of our Rabbis. 
    

Netzer Summer Machaneh Chalutzim 2015 
from the 13-27 December 2015 in Glencairn Cape Town  

Sign up online, or collect Camp forms at Bet David 
For more info contact: Kathryn Henning camp@netzer.org.za   www.netzer.org.za. 

 

A Message from NETZER 
We, Netzer South Africa, will be holding our annual Summer Camp this December: “Machaneh Chalutzim” 
(Pioneers [Hebrew]), from the 13-27 December 2015 in Glencairn Cape Town.  We need your support in 
order to make this camp a possibility for all the children who depend on it. This camp is only possible 
through a lot of hard work, dedication and passion; and is entirely organised and run by us, the Jewish 
youth.  
Machaneh Chalutzim is coming closer and closer, and as a non-profit youth organisation with the proud 
policy of ‘never turning away a child for financial reasons be it camp or events.’ Thus, it is imperative that 
we get support from the Reform community at this time as finances are more and more difficult for us to 
come by. The reality is that a large percentage of our participants need financial subsidies to ensure their 
participation and in order to ensure that we didn’t exclude any potential participant. Our overall cost of 
camp is to some extent subsidised by the Netzer Olami (Worldwide Netzer), as we are a totally 
independent branch of the global movement.  
I am appealing on behalf of Netzer South Africa and as a Reform Youth member of South Africa to please 
assist us with any donations and funds that you might be able to be contribute towards a successful 
camp.   
We thank you for your time and past donations that have helped us continue and better our Summer 
Camp events here in South Africa. 
Shabbat Shalom 
Daniel Benjamin Norris  
National Treasurer (Gizbar) of Netzer South Africa 
 

The South African Centre for Religious Equality and Diversity 
SACRED presents a talk by Darren Bergman MP (DA) entitled “Against all Odds? Should I stay or Should I 
go?” on 2 December at 18:30, Slome Auditorium, Beit Emanuel. R20 p.p. includes light refreshments. 
Booking essential and open to all faiths. Please RSVP rabbijuliamargolis@gmail.com or  076-673-0750 

mailto:camp@netzer.org.za
http://www.netzer.org.za/
mailto:rabbijuliamargolis@gmail.com
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RABBI MARGOLIS’ WEEKLY COLUMN 
Last Tuesday I was invited to Radio Today to take part in a 
discussion about “Charter of Compassion” with Gillian Godsell 
and Archdeacon Michelle Pilet from the Anglican Church in 
Parkhurst. Conversation that inspired more about this subject, 
and I discovered some very interesting information. 
In February 2008 the TED prize was awarded to Karen Armstrong 
for her wish to create, launch, and propagate a global 
compassion movement based on the Golden Rule. The work with 
a group of significant global leaders to hone the language 
collected from thousands of contributors into what became the "Charter for Compassion," launched on 
November 12, 2009. 
The principle of compassion lies at the heart of all religious, ethical and spiritual traditions, calling us 
always to treat all others as we wish to be treated ourselves. Compassion impels us to work tirelessly to 
alleviate the suffering of our fellow creatures, to dethrone ourselves from the centre of our world and put 
another there, and to honour the inviolable sanctity of every single human being, treating everybody, 
without exception, with absolute justice, equity and respect. 
It is also necessary in both public and private life to refrain consistently and empathically from inflicting 
pain. To act or speak violently out of spite, chauvinism, or self-interest, to impoverish, exploit or deny 
basic rights to anybody, and to incite hatred by denigrating others—even our enemies—is a denial of our 
common humanity. We acknowledge that we have failed to live compassionately and that some have 
even increased the sum of human misery in the name of religion. 
We therefore call upon all men, women and children  to restore compassion to the centre of morality and 
religion ~ to return to the ancient principle that any interpretation of scripture that breeds violence, 
hatred or disdain is illegitimate ~ to ensure that youth are given accurate and respectful information 
about other traditions, religions and cultures ~ to encourage a positive appreciation of cultural and 
religious diversity ~ to cultivate an informed empathy with the suffering of all human beings—even those 
regarded as enemies. 
We urgently need to make compassion a clear, luminous and dynamic force in our polarized world. 
Rooted in a principled determination to transcend selfishness, compassion can break down political, 
dogmatic, ideological and religious boundaries. Born of our deep interdependence, compassion is 
essential to human relationships and to a fulfilled humanity. It is the path to enlightenment, and 
indispensable to the creation of a just economy and a peaceful global community. 
The podcast is http://jozi91072.podomatic.com/entry/2015-11-11T02_47_53-08_00  
Wishing you a peaceful weekend. Shabbat Shalom.  Rabbi Julia Margolis 

 

Bet David Kehillah             
Bet David Kitchen—Home-made delicacies available from our own kitchen! Place orders by Monday with 
Sharon 011 7837117/admin2@betdavid.org.za for collection on Friday 12h00. Kitchen closure for summer 
break: last take-home orders to be placed on Monday 7 December for collection on Friday 11 December. 
Celebrate a Simcha with your community—Sponsor Shabbat sweets; Birthday chocolates; Erev Shabbat 
l’chaim; Shabbat morning b’rachah. For information call the office 011 7837117 
50/50 Club—A special appeal for people to join the 50/50 club for R180 per person a year, going towards 
a good cause and then the member, if drawn, can also reap the benefits financially.  The more people that 
join, the greater the benefits.  Don’t miss out! Email your details to admin2@betdavid.org.za. Bank 
Deposits to Bet David Sisterhood, Nedbank Sandton, branch code:  197005 acc. no:  1970476214, 
Reference: 50/50 surname. 
Monthly Feeding Schemes Food Collection – Sunday 13 December, at Pick n Pay Hyde Park, 
Morningside and South Road. Please contact Lesley Rosenberg on 0832366823 if you can help for an 
hour or more. Please also continue to place non-perishable groceries in the trommel in the foyer for 
feeding schemes.  

http://jozi91072.podomatic.com/entry/2015-11-11T02_47_53-08_00
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Torah Reading for Shabbat Toldot 
Genesis 25:19 -28:09 (Reading 25:19-26:6; Plaut p.173; Hertz p.93); 
Haftarah: Malachi 1:1-2:7 (Plaut p.191; Hertz p.102) 
This week's Torah portion begins with the phrase, V'eileh toldot Yitzchak ben Avraham, "This is the line of 
Isaac son of Abraham" (Genesis 25:19), indicating that the text is now going to focus on Isaac, the second 
of the Patriarchs of our tradition.  
And, indeed, he figures prominently in the stories of this portion. However, he still seems to play a 
subordinate role to his father, Abraham, and his son, Jacob. In the stories of two of the major incidents of 
his life, the Akeidah (Genesis 22) and the blessing of his sons (Genesis 27) he is not even the central 
figure. Rabbi W. Gunther Plaut notes that "Of the three patriarchs, Isaac's personality is the least clearly 
defined" and he is primarily "the bridge between Abraham and Jacob, the essential link in the chain of 
greatness". While it is easy to overlook Isaac and his role in the biblical narrative, we can learn quite a lot 
from three aspects of his life that distinguished him from both his father and his son: 
• Isaac never leaves the Land of Israel  
• he only has one wife and only fathers children with one woman  
• his name is not changed. 
What are we to make of these three differences between Isaac on the one hand and his father Abraham 
and son Jacob on the other? Abraham and Jacob seem to characterise the realities of this life: wandering 
from place to place with no place to call home; the need to reinvent oneself because of the challenges 
one faces; the difficulties of life when faced with realities. Abraham and Jacob represent this world, the 
challenges that we face as individuals and as a people, life in all of its messiness.  
Isaac, on the other hand, represents the ideal, the messianic world we strive to become: a person (or 
people) with a place to call home; the ability to be true to oneself (ourselves) and not need to reinvent 
oneself (ourselves) because of circumstances beyond our control; the ability to remain faithful and loyal 
to one person.  
In the midst of all the challenges of the Israelites in the ancient world, and in the midst of the all too real 
challenging stories of Abraham and Jacob, the Torah offers a glimpse of what it will be like some day 
when we have mastered the challenges we face to be able to live where we want to live and be true to 
who we are. 
Shabbat Shalom – Rabbi Adrian M Schell (Source: reformjudaism.org) 

The Torah Study with Rabbi Schell continues this Shabbat, 07 November at 08h45 (Rondavel). 
“The Prayers of our Siddur”– class with Rabbi Schell every Thursday from 18h00 to 19h30 (Foyer). 

Podcast of Rabbi Schell’s weekly Radio Sermons Tuesdays on Radio Today (10h30) or online:  
http://betdavid.podomatic.com/. 

 

SHABBAT SERVICES & EVENTS 
FRIDAY EVENING 18:00 Kabbalat Shabbat Service; SUPERVISED CHILD-CARE for ages 0 – 6 (Youth Centre) 

BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS—Last Friday of the month (next 27 November)  
FAMILY SERVICE 18:00—04 December  

SHABBAT MORNING: 08:30 - 10.00 Religion School Term 4: 17 October to 5 December  

08.45 BREAKFAST SHIUR WITH RABBI SCHELL—21 November; 12.12.; 19.12.  

10:00 Shabbat Shacharit service, B’rachah follows; 10.30 Children’s Service (3 – 10 years) (Youth Centre) 
THURSDAY NIGHT LITURGY CLASS – every Thursday at 18.00 – 19.30  

Triple C Community Supper after the Friday evening service – 15 January 2016 

Rabbi Adrian M Schell – rabbi.schell@betdavid.org.za;  
Rabbi Julia Margolis – rabbi.margolis@betdavid.org.za 

Tel:  +27 11 7837117 / Office hours 09.00 – 14.30 (Mon-Thurs) 09.00 –13.00 (Fri & Erev Yom Tov) 
accounts@betdavid.org.za (Diane)/admin1@betdavid.org.za (Glynnis)/admin2@betdavid.org.za (Sharon) 

www.betdavid.org.za / http://www.facebook.com/BetDavidSandton  
Emergency numbers: CSO 0861800018; Hatzolah 0832221818; Shalom Bayit 0113210505 

CAP 0861 227 227 / 0861 CAP CAP, to report any suspicious activity 

Ad Kan emailed on Thursday; deadline Tuesday. Submissions to admin1@betdavid.org.za 

http://betdavid.podomatic.com/
mailto:rabbi.schell@betdavid.org.za
mailto:accounts@betdavid.org.za
mailto:admin1@betdavid.org.za
mailto:admin2@betdavid.org.za
http://www.betdavid.org.za/
http://www.facebook.com/BetDavidSandton
mailto:admin1@betdavid.org.za

