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Rabbi Adrian M Schell                                                                                              …………     .Rabbi Julia Margolis 
Rabbi Hillel Avidan, Emeritus 
 

Bet David Weekly News  
Ad Kan כאן עד  

  Shabbat Shirah - Yitro 30 January 2016 – 20 Shevat 5776 
 

Friday 29 January – 17.00 Communal Challah Baking; 18.00 FAMILY Kabbalat Shabbat Service followed 
by a light supper sponsored by Dom and Suelen Bourgeon in appreciation of the warm welcome extended 
to them by Bet David during their stay in S.A.; January birthday blessings, chocolates sponsored by Dr 
Elgar and Gail Rogaly in honour of the 3rd birthdays of granddaughters Ava Lily Rogaly and Tamsyn Skylar 
Kupritz in January.  
Saturday 30 January – 08.30 Religion School; 08.45 Torah Breakfast with Rabbi Schell; 10.00 Shabbat 
Morning Service, 10.00 Parallel Yoga-Shabbat Service with Karen Turis and Jessica Plit; B’rachah follows 
(sponsor welcome); 10.30 Childrens’ Service (Youth Centre) 
Thursday 04 February – 18.00-19.30 “The Prayers of our Siddur”– class with Rabbi Schell  
Friday 05 February – 18.00 Kabbalat Shabbat Service; Shabbat chocolates sponsored by Dr Elgar and Gail 
Rogaly; 18.00 Child-care  
Saturday 06 January – 08.30 Religion School; 08.45 Torah Breakfast with Rabbi Schell; 10.00 Shabbat 
Morning Service followed by a b’rachah in honour of Mick Leiman’s 99th birthday; 10.30 Childrens’ 
Service (Youth Centre)  
Thursday 11 February – 18.00-19.30 “The Prayers of our Siddur”– class with Rabbi Schell  
Friday 12 February – 18.00 Kabbalat Shabbat Service; Shabbat chocolates sponsored by Dr Elgar and Gail 
Rogaly; 18.00 Child-care  
Saturday 13 January – 08.30 Religion School; 08.45 Torah Breakfast with Rabbi Schell; 10.00 Shabbat 
Morning Service includes the naming of the daughter of Jason and Shelley (Brinkman) Rivkind, followed 
by a b’rachah in honour Baby Rivkind; 10.30 Childrens’ Service;  [Rabbi Margolis at Temple Israel] 

 

               FAMILY SERVICE 
Our next Family Service starts with a special, awesome and fun Challah 
Baking at 17h00 in the Rondavel, on Friday 29 January, followed by 
our inclusive All-Generations-Service led by our two Rabbis. A light 
supper follows the service. The service is not an exclusive service for 
families only - everyone is welcome to join, and to participate. Please 
RSVP if you and your family would like to take part in the baking of the 

Challot to the office: admin2@betdavid.org.za. See attachment. 
 

Yoga Service 
This Saturday, 30 January, we continue with our new Yoga-Shabbat-Service parallel to our regular 
Shabbat morning service at 10.00. Join Rabbi Margolis and Kundalini Yoga instructor, Karen Turis, and 
Yoga instructor, Jessica Plit for this special service. Please bring sun lotion and a yoga-mattress or blanket 
with you. 

 

Last Shabbat at Bet David 
We were honoured to celebrate with Mendel and Elaine Levin their 60th wedding anniversary.  

 During a lovely Havdalah ceremony later, we opened the new academic year of our conversion program. 

mailto:admin2@betdavid.org.za
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Welcome to new members who recently joined Bet David 

Jacqueline Sack; Dylan Gaillard; Darren Winer; Catherine Rainsford.  
Wishing all new members a very happy and long association within our community 

 
Thank you for recent donations 

Yahrzeit – Jon Paul in memory of Ingrid Paul and Nellie Pou; Ron Klipin in memory of Ralph Klipin; 
General – Candice Feldman Bosman & family on the tombstone unveiling for Enrico Bosman (Rabbi 
Margolis); Robin and Linda Beale in appreciate of their mezuzah consecration (Rabbi Schell); Family 
Service supper sponsors – Dom and Suelen Bourgeon (farewell to Bet David community as they relocate 
to Switzerland); Shabbat chocolates – Dr Elgar and Gail Rogaly. 
 

Speedy Recovery-Refuah Shleimah 
Arthur Kruger; Beverley Kroll; Diane Brukin (cousin of Madeleine Rose-Hicklin); Ethel Epstein (mother of 

Lynn Sherlock); Karen Bass; Ruth Jordan; Sonya Leiman; Tony Rubin.  
Visits by Rabbi Schell or Rabbi Margolis can be arranged for congregants in hospital or ill at home.  
Please contact Glynnis to report illness and advise whether you would like a visit from one of our Rabbis. 

 

Weekly Yahrzeits 
Hilda Rees remembered by Sandra Beswick; Augusta Lewin remembered by Elaine Levin; Ralph Klipin 
remembered by Ron Klipin; Ingrid Paul remembered by Jon Paul; Elfi Peiser remembered by Monica 
Solomon; Harold Bailey remembered by Martin Bailey; Nellie Pou remembered by Jon Paul. 

 Zichronam livracha, may their memory be for a blessing. 
 

New Youth Worker for Bet David 
In the past few month we have thought about different ways to do more for the children and young 
adults in our congregation. One way has been the family services and activities of our Rabbis and the 
children services run by David Woolf on Shabbat morning. Both have been successful steps in the right 
direction, but we thought we could do more. Thanks to a very generous initial donation from one of our 
congregants, we are able to start something very exciting and new for Bet David. By hiring a full time 
youth worker we can uplift our activities to a complete new scale, and with Kendyll Jacobson, we have 
found the perfect person for this new approach. In the coming few weeks you will all have the chance to 
meet Kendyll and to learn more about our plans. Please welcome with us Kendyll to our Bet David family. 

Hello! 
I'm Kendyll Jacobson, the new youth worker here at Bet David.  
Before I tell you just how excited I am to be working with the children of Bet 
David, let me tell you a bit about myself.  
I was born and raised in Durban by a family who have always emphasized the 
importance of community work. For most of the 20 years of my life I have 
participated in the Jewish community, most recently having been the youth 
worker for the KwaZulu Natal Zionist Council for two and a half years.  
Moving to Joburg is an important part of my journey to continue giving back to 
the youth of the Jewish community.  
My excitement levels about becoming a part of the Bet David family are sky high 
as I am finally able to focus my attention and resources on the Progressive Youth 

who so rightfully deserve it.  
I have also been a part of the Mazkirut (National Executive) of Netzer SA since 2013 and am entering my 
third year as Mazkirah (National Chairman) for the movement.  
Youth empowerment and education are two concepts I have decided to devote my life to and I hope that 
by working with everyone at Bet David, I will be able to make a change in all the children's lives as much as 
I know they do in mine.  
So here is to 2016 being the year of the youth at Bet David and in general! I thank you all in advance for 
the support I know I will receive and please know that I am always available for any requests, feedback 
and/or conversation.  If you want to reach me, my email address is youth@betdavid.org.za.  

mailto:youth@betdavid.org.za
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Bet David Kehillah  
Mitzvah School – Principal Lesley Rosenberg thanks all members who responded so generously to the 
appeal for financial assistance for learners. Further donations are welcome; please call Lesley 0832366823 

 

Mazal Tov 
Shelley and Jason Rivkind on the birth of a daughter on 22 January, proud grandparents Abe and Barbara 
Brinkman and Joe and Carol Rivkind. Baby’s naming will take place at Bet David on Shabbat 13 February. 
Happy birthday to all who have birthdays during the coming week: 25 to 31 January – Jon Paul; Alan 
Rubin; Doreen Greenberg; Lesley Cohn; Kimberley Craul; Jael Garcia; Tersia Keet; Marcelle Jankelow; 
Grant Harris;  Children under 14 years – Cameron Manning; Mia Williams.  

 

RABBI MARGOLIS’ WEEKLY COLUMN 
This week will mark International Holocaust Remembrance Day. In 2005 the 
United Nations General Assembly designated the 27 January as a day of 
commemoration for six million Jews brutally killed by Nazis. Many of us know 
and participate in the Holocaust Remembrance day at the West Park Cemetery, 
so what’s the significance about January 27? 
January 27, 1945 is the day the Auschwitz concentration camp in modern-day 
Poland was liberated by the Soviets, nearly eight months before the war officially 
ended. Unfortunately by the time they arrived though, many of the people that 
were in camp had been sent out on a death march. When the Soviets arrived at 

the camp, around 7,000 sick and dying people remained. In the five years it was open, an estimated 1.1 
million people were killed at the concentration camp. 
  

This Remembrance Day was designated by the United Nations resolution 60/7 on 1 November 2005. This 
resolution and the International Holocaust Day was an initiative of the State of Israel. Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of the State of Israel, Silvan Shalom, was the head of the delegation of Israel to the United Nations. 
Each year has a theme, including 'remembering genocides: lessons for the future' and 'one person can 
make a different'. 

The 2016 theme is 'Don't Stand By', the idea being that everyone takes personal responsibility for the 
world we live in. 
  

AFTER AUSCHWITZ  
by Yehuda Amichai translated by Chana Bloch and Chana Kronfeld 
 After Auschwitz, no theology: 
From the chimneys of the Vatican, white smoke rises -- 
a sign the cardinals have chosen themselves a Pope. 
From the crematoria of Auschwitz, black smoke rises -- 
a sign the conclave of Gods hasn't yet chosen 
the Chosen People. 
After Auschwitz, no theology: 
the inmates of extermination bear on their forearms 
the telephone numbers of God, 
numbers that do not answer 
and now are disconnected, one by one. 
     After Auschwitz, a new theology: 
     the Jews who died in the Shoah 
    have now come to be like their God, 
    who has no likeness of a body and has no body. 
    They have no likeness of a body and they have no body. 
 
 Wishing you a peaceful Shabbat.  
Rabbi Julia Margolis    
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Torah Reading for Shabbat Yitro 
Exodus 18:1-20:23 (Reading Ex 18:1-27; Plaut p.471; Hertz p.288);  

Haftarah: Isaiah 6:1-7:6, 9:5-6 (Plaut p.507; Hertz p.302) 
Torah Study with Rabbi Schell every Shabbat at 08h45 

“The Prayers of our Siddur”– class with Rabbi Schell continues on Thursday 4 February 
Podcast of Rabbi Schell’s weekly Sermons Tuesdays on Radio Today (10h30) or:  http://goo.gl/LsHQrY. 

 

Torah Sparks: Progressive Jews are not second class Jews 
As Moses is about to climb Mount Sinai to receive the Ten Commandments, the Israelites 
gather at the base of the mountain, and affirm their commitment to fulfilling God’s 
commandments. Interestingly enough, they have not yet heard what those commandments 
will be! Nevertheless, they make a commitment to obey God’s word: “All that the Eternal 
has spoken we will do!” (Exodus 19:8). 

I like to think of the Ten Commandments as Ancient Israel’s mission statement. God and Moses both 
knew the Children of Israel needed a document that stated the purpose of the people, and pointed them 
towards their destiny. It had to be a statement broad enough to encompass a variety of interpretations, 
yet compelling enough to be shared by everyone.  
The variety of opinions concerning the Ten Commandments today testifies to the sheer power and 
success of this most influential document. The Ten Commandments formed the Israelite people: a 
disparate people with competing agendas, into a unified nation with a shared purpose. 
Having a shared purpose defines community. For us at Bet David, it is our bond with the Jewish tradition 
and all Jews,  and our understanding that all humans are equal, regardless of race, gender identity, age, 
disability, national origin, and sexual orientation. Our goal is to make this world a better place – step by 
step, and we share this with many Jews all over the world. 
But reality proves that not everyone is sharing those values with us, and too often these others are fellow 
Jews. Last week’s Jewish Report (http://goo.gl/x69hI6) contains one of those hurtful examples in which 
the respect we offer to others, is rudely rejected. Vilifying progressive rabbis as “uneducated”, and not 
worthy of being addressed as rabbis is outrageous, because it destroys the idea of Klal Israel, one Jewish 
people. It uses the same methods anti-Semites use in their approach to de-legitimise Israel as an 
unworthy state. But as much as the anti-Semites are wrong, the author of this statement in the JR is 
wrong in his approach to make us second class Jews. With his hate-speech, he is leaving behind the 
common ground our ancestors once created by accepting the Torah.  
We have reached out to the Jewish Report, and some of us have sent letters to the editor. Hopefully, this 
will have an impact. Whatever the outcome may be, we will continue to strive for equal rights and 
opportunities for all Jews regardless of their background. As progressive Jews we can be proud of what I 
call our mission statement, our modern interpretation of the Ten Commandments.    
Shabbat Shalom - Rabbi Adrian M Schell  
 

SHABBAT SERVICES & EVENTS 
FRIDAY EVENING 18:00 Kabbalat Shabbat Service; SUPERVISED CHILD-CARE for ages 0 – 6 (Youth Centre) 

BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS—Last Friday of the month 29 January 2016  

FAMILY SERVICE 18:00—29 January 2016; 26 February  

SHABBAT MORNING: 08:30 - 10.00 Religion School 2016 – Term 1 - 16 January – 12 March, 08.30-12.00 

08.45 TORAH BREAKFAST WITH RABBI SCHELL—every Saturday morning  

10:00 Shabbat Shacharit service, B’rachah follows; 10.30 Children’s Service (3 – 10 years) (Youth Centre) 

THURSDAY NIGHT LITURGY CLASS – every Thursday at 18.00 – 19.30; 4 February 

Rabbi Adrian M Schell – rabbi.schell@betdavid.org.za;  
Rabbi Julia Margolis – rabbi.margolis@betdavid.org.za 

Tel:  +27 11 7837117 / Office hours 09.00 – 14.30 (Mon-Thurs) 09.00 –13.00 (Fri & Erev Yom Tov) 
accounts@betdavid.org.za (Diane)/admin1@betdavid.org.za (Glynnis)/admin2@betdavid.org.za (Sharon) 

www.betdavid.org.za / http://www.facebook.com/BetDavidSandton  
Emergency: CSO 0861800018; Hatzolah Medical Rescue 0832221818/info@hatzolah.co.za;  

Shalom Bayit 0116452591; CAP 0861 227 227 / 0861 CAP CAP, to report any suspicious activity 

http://goo.gl/LsHQrY
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mailto:rabbi.schell@betdavid.org.za
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