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Rabbi Adrian M Schell                                                                                              …………     .Rabbi Julia Margolis 
Rabbi Hillel Avidan, Emeritus 
 

Bet David Weekly News  
Ad Kan כאן עד  

  Shabbat Mishpatim 06 February 2016 – 27 Shevat 5776 
 

Thursday 04 February – 18.00-19.30 “The Prayers of our Siddur”– class with Rabbi Schell (Foyer) 
Friday 05 February – 18.00 Kabbalat Shabbat Service; Shabbat chocolates sponsored by Dr Elgar and Gail 
Rogaly; 18.00 Childcare (Youth Centre) 
Saturday 06 February – 08.30 Religion School; 08.45 Torah Breakfast with Rabbi Schell; 10.00 Shabbat 
Morning Service followed by a b’rachah sponsored by Mick Leiman’s children in honour of Mick’s 99th 
birthday on 5 February; 10.00 Youth Services with Kendyll for all children and Cheder students (Youth 
Centre)  
Thursday 11 February – 18.00-19.30 “The Prayers of our Siddur”– class with Rabbi Schell (Foyer) 
Friday 12 February – 18.00 Kabbalat Shabbat Service; 18.00 Youth Activities with Kendyll (Youth Centre) 
Saturday 13 February – 08.30 Religion School; 08.45 Torah Breakfast with Rabbi Schell; 10.00 Shabbat 
Morning Service includes the naming of the daughter of Jason and Shelley (Brinkman) Rivkind, followed 
by a b’rachah in honour of Baby Rivkind; 10.00 Children’s Service and Activities with Kendyll (Youth 
Centre);  [Rabbi Margolis at Temple Israel] 

 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES AND SHABBAT SERVICES WITH KENDYLL 
The new activities for the children and youth of our congregation has 
become a reality!  
This Shabbat morning (Saturday 6 February) Kendyll is running a youth 
service from 10.00 to 11.00 followed by youth activities till 12.00. Next 
week Friday (12 February) Kendyll will start with her amazing youth 
activities, parallel to the main service in the youth centre. Both Friday 
and Saturday activities take place from now on every weekend. We are 
looking forward to seeing many of you! 

PLEASE SAVE THE DATE: MEETING FOR ALL PARENTS ON MONDAY, 22.02.2016 @ 18.00 
 

 Mazal Tov 
This Friday (5 February) Mick Leiman turns 99 years old. Our Rabbis, Staff and ManCom 
wish Mick and his wife Sonya a wonderful day, and many years of health, happiness and 
blessings to come.  
Happy birthday to all who have birthdays during the coming week: 01 to 07 February 
Jock Blumberg; Mick Leiman; Neebashnee Kristnasamy; Gerald Kann; Ruth Wallach; 
Sandra Solomon; Hilda Butlion; Clinton Brown; Kathleen Fermo; Candice Bosman; 
Carolina Churba-Doyle; Children under 14 years – Alexah Furman; David Bark.  

 
Teddy Bear Appeal 
Another step in making our synagogue a place our youngsters enjoy to be, is to 
replace some of the old toys with newer ones. Therefore, we kindly ask you whether 
you have some books, cuddly toys, or other items in a good condition you would like 
to donate for our new children’s corner. Thank you all. 
 

Bet David Kehillah  
Celebrate a Simcha with your community - for information call the office 011 7837117. 
Monthly Feeding Schemes Food Collection – Sunday 14 February at Pick n Pay Hyde Park, Morningside 
and South Road. Please contact Lesley Rosenberg 0832366823 if you can help for an hour or more. Please 
also continue to place non-perishable groceries in the trommel in the foyer for our feeding schemes.  
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Emma and Gary Mirkin wedding 28 January 2016 

    
L-R: Bride and groom, Emma and Gary, with the Rosen family Martin and Cynthia, Matthew and Jane; 
Rabbi Schell with bridal party at the bedekken; Gary and Emma celebrate their marriage at the reception. 

 
Last Shabbat at Bet David 29 - 30 January 

        
 

    
 

      
Shabbat morning outdoor Yoga service led by Rabbi Margolis and Karen Turis; Kabbalat Shabbat Family 
Service followed by a l’chaim; Challah baking with Monica Solomon produced delicious results.   

 

Thank you for recent donations 
General – Monica Solomon for organising the Challah baking 29.01; Karen Turis (Kundalini Instructor) for 
leading the Yoga Shabbat Service 30.01; Bev & Jack Bancroft - The Fresh Market Collective - donation 
from January sales to Bet David members; Shabbat chocolates – Dr Elgar and Gail Rogaly. 
 

Monica Solomon’s Challah Recipe 
Ingredients must go into mixer in this order. 1.5 teaspoons salt. 4 tablespoons sugar. 1/2 cup + 2 
tablespoons water. 6 tablespoons oil. 2 large eggs. 3 cups cake flour. 1 pack of 10gm instant 
yeast. If using a mixer with a dough hook do it at "1" for 1 minute. Stop machine to feel if 
dough feels soft and if necessary add more water or flour. Then between "2" and "3" 
for a further 4-5 minutes until the dough is very pliable and not dry or 
sticky. If not using a machine then knead by hand for about 10 minutes. 
Put into lightly oiled bowl and cover and let stand in a warm place for 1 
hour till double in size. Shape/plait as desired and place on baking tray lined with baking 
paper. Cover and allow to stand for a further hour. Brush with beaten egg and bake at 180 degrees for 
about 30 minutes. When tapped on the bottom it will sound hollow when done. Cool on a wire rack. 
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Speedy Recovery-Refuah Shleimah 
Arthur Kruger; Beverley Kroll; Diane Brukin (cousin of Madeleine Rose-Hicklin); 

Ethel Epstein (mother of Lynn Sherlock); Ruth Jordan; Sonya Leiman; Tony Rubin.  
Visits by Rabbi Schell or Rabbi Margolis can be arranged for congregants in hospital or ill at home.  
Please contact Glynnis to report illness and advise whether you would like a visit from one of our Rabbis. 

 

Weekly Yahrzeits 
Elizabeth Smith remembered by Helen Kaplan and Philippa, Zoe and Greg Bengis; Sharon Levin 
remembered by Arnold Levin; Julius Sutton remembered by Carol Cowan and Alan Goodman; Reginald 
Nathan Rubin remembered by Gail Rogaly, Lauren Kupritz, Gavin Rogaly and Caryn Margolis ; George 
Hennig remembered by Lali Gerber; Fritz Rothenberg remembered by Herman Rothenberg; David 
Leiman remembered by Mick Leiman; Max Gresak  remembered by Barbara Gresak; Gloria Sneider 
remembered by Fred Plein; Tilly Plein remembered by Fred Plein.  

 Zichronam livracha, may their memory be for a blessing. 
 

RABBI MARGOLIS’ WEEKLY COLUMN 
Wow! What a week it has been.  
You may know by now about my great excitement, and our celebration with the 
“Women of the Wall at their victory” this past Sunday,  
Rabbi Denise Eger, the current president of the Reform movement’s Central 
Conference of American Rabbis (the oldest and largest rabbinical organization in 
North America).  Recently wrote a very interesting article in the Jewish world 
magazine “The Kotel compromise: A time for rejoicing”. She wrote that the 
negotiations are a victory even in compromise. 

“For the first time, the Israeli government recognized the authentic ritual and religious needs of those of 
us who believe in egalitarian prayer and women’s equality. This is historic because the combined voices of 
interfaith cooperation from the U.S. and Israeli liberal communities, demanded the Israeli government 
acknowledge that the Jewish world in Israel and outside of Israel is diverse. There are many ways to be 
authentically Jewish. “ 
I strongly agree that there is more than one way to be a Jew, from personal experience I am very proud to 
be part of our movement, all it stands for, and am proud of being a second generation Reform Rabbi, 
following my Mothers footsteps in this movement. It would still be naive of me to say there aren’t many 
challenges, there are still many for us to deal with. The building of this new egalitarian space has not 
really begun yet, and in many senses it’s a long way off. Unfortunately with all the exciting news we 
received out of this week from Israel, there was a less happy event that you may or may not have taken 
note of.  
Deputy Israeli Education Minister Meir Porush, stepped up the tone of recent attacks in Israel against the 
feminist prayer group Women of the Wall, saying “The woman of the wall should be “thrown to the dogs. 
The Reform are responsible for the terrible intermarriage that we’ve been witnessing in the United 
States.” Let me just remind you that Meir Porush – the deputy education minister, is no less than 
expressing himself like a typical anti-Semite,” he is quoted by the NRG news site as saying: “Only in Israel 
can a deputy minister give voice to invective against other Jews and remain in office. My sincere hope, is 
that something will be done urgently and this kind of minister will not be representing Jewish people in 
the Knesset.  
With all the bitterness this kind of rhetoric sends out, lets us celebrate and rejoice with gratitude the 
wonderful work of Anat Hoffman and many others who have worked so hard to bring this victory to our 
movement and our faith. May we all be able to pray in the near future in an egalitarian prayer space in 
the Kotel. 
Shabbat Shalom  
Julia Margolis   
 

Join The Fresh Market Collective!! Do you want to get your weekly fruit and veg directly from the market 
at a price you can afford, Please contact Bev Bancroft on email nobbysbev@gmail.com for more details.  

https://www.facebook.com/bev.bancroft.12
mailto:nobbysbev@gmail.com
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Torah Reading for Shabbat Mishpatim 
Exodus 21:1-24:18 (Reading Ex 21:1-28; Plaut p.513; Hertz p.306);  

Haftarah: Jeremiah 34:8-34:22, 33:25-33:26  (Plaut p.539; Hertz p.323) 
Torah Study with Rabbi Schell every Shabbat at 08h45 

Podcast of Rabbi Schell’s weekly Sermons Tuesdays on Radio Today (10h30) or:  http://goo.gl/LsHQrY. 
 

Torah Sparks: The two men in one boat 
The story is told of 2 men in a boat when one suddenly decides to start drilling a hole 
underneath his seat, the other man protests – “what are you doing, we’re all going to 
drown”.  But the man drilling his hole says “it’s none of your business, I want to drill a hole, I 
like drilling holes and so I’m drilling a hole on my side of the boat, under my seat, what’s it 
got to do with you.” 

When we hear the story we all know that if the man continues drilling his hole both of them will suffer.  
And it’s the same in our lives, we live in relationship with other people and our actions don’t just impact 
us, but they impact those around us.  
In this week’s Torah portion, we receive a whole selection of laws to govern our society.  And amongst 
them we’re given many laws that deal with our relations with other people.  At one point, it says in the 
Torah, when a person opens a pit, or digs a pit and does not cover it and an ox or an ass falls into it, the 
one responsible for the pit, must recompense the owner by paying the price for the animal.  And, it says, 
when a person’s ox injures a neighbour’s ox and it dies they shall sell the live ox and divide its price. If, 
however, it is known that the ox was in the habit of goring and its owner has failed to guard it, that 
person must restore ox for ox. In this way, the Torah insures that we have to be aware of how our actions 
can impact others. If I dig a pit, I’m responsible for insuring that it is covered up and similarly if I have an 
ox that is known to attack others, I have to be responsible for taking care of it.  
The Torah is very aware of the fact that it’s easy to be absorbed in our own world, to ignore those around 
us and to forget that our actions have an impact on other people.  And, in this way, these laws in 
Mishpatim come as a reminder that we do not live in a bubble.  And, that our actions have an impact on 
the people around me.  We can never ignore that. And, more than this, we have to be responsible for our 
actions and recognise the potential within them for good, and bad. 
Mishpatim tells us that we should never be the one drilling the hole in the boat, because everyone is 
going to suffer as a result of our actions.  And it reminds us that when we do cause suffering or damage, 
we are the ones who have to make amends.  We are the ones who have to make the restitution to the 
person who has lost and suffered.  We do not live in a bubble. We have to be responsible for taking care 
of each other. 
Shabbat Shalom - Rabbi Adrian M Schell (Source: Rabbi Danny Burkeman, Mishpatim) 
 

SHABBAT SERVICES & EVENTS 

FRIDAY EVENING 18:00 Kabbalat Shabbat Service; 18:00 YOUTH SHABBAT SERVICE starts 12 February 

SUPERVISED CHILDCARE for ages 0 – 6 (Youth Centre) 

BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS—Last Friday of every month 26 February 2016  

FAMILY SERVICE 18:00—26 February  
SHABBAT MORNING: 08:30-10.00 CHEDER – Term 1 - 16 January – 12 March, 08.30-12.00 

08.45 TORAH BREAKFAST WITH RABBI SCHELL—every Saturday morning  

10:00 Shabbat Shacharit service, B’rachah follows; 
10.00-11.00 CHILDREN’S SERVICE; 11.00-12.00 ACTIVITIES (With Kendyll - Youth Centre) 

THURSDAY NIGHT LITURGY CLASS with Rabbi Schell – every Thursday at 18.00 – 19.30; 4 February 

Rabbi Adrian M Schell – rabbi.schell@betdavid.org.za;  
Rabbi Julia Margolis – rabbi.margolis@betdavid.org.za 

Tel:  +27 11 7837117 / Office hours 09.00 – 14.30 (Mon-Thurs) 09.00 –13.00 (Fri & Erev Yom Tov) 
accounts@betdavid.org.za (Diane)/admin1@betdavid.org.za (Glynnis)/admin2@betdavid.org.za (Sharon) 

www.betdavid.org.za / http://www.facebook.com/BetDavidSandton  
Emergency: CSO 0861800018; Hatzolah Medical Rescue 0832221818/info@hatzolah.co.za;  

Shalom Bayit 0116452591; CAP 0861 227 227 / 0861 CAP CAP, to report any suspicious activity 

http://goo.gl/LsHQrY
mailto:rabbi.schell@betdavid.org.za
mailto:accounts@betdavid.org.za
mailto:admin1@betdavid.org.za
mailto:admin2@betdavid.org.za
http://www.betdavid.org.za/
http://www.facebook.com/BetDavidSandton
mailto:0832221818/info@hatzolah.co.za

