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Rabbi Adrian M Schell                                                                                              …………     .Rabbi Julia Margolis 
Rabbi Hillel Avidan, Emeritus 
 

Bet David Weekly News  
Ad Kan כאן עד  

  Shabbat Tetzaveh 19/20 February 2016 – 11 Adar 5776 
 

Thursday 18 February – 18.00-19.30 “The Prayers of our Siddur”– class with Rabbi Schell (Foyer) 
Friday 19 February – 18.00 Kabbalat Shabbat Service; Shabbat chocolates (sponsor welcome); 18.00 
Youth Activities with Kendyll (Youth Centre) 
Saturday 20 February – 08.30 Religion School; 08.45 Torah Breakfast with Rabbi Schell; 10.00 Shabbat 
Morning Service followed by a b’rachah sponsored by Barry and Val Sinclair; 10.00 Children’s Service and 
Activities with Kendyll (Youth Centre) 
Thursday 25 February – 18.00-19.30 “The Prayers of our Siddur”– class with Rabbi Schell (Foyer) 
Friday 26 February – 18.00 Kabbalat Shabbat Family Service followed by a light supper sponsored by 
Darren Winer and Catherine Rainsford; Shabbat chocolates also sponsored by Darren and Catherine 
Saturday 27 February – 08.30 Religion School; 08.45 Torah Breakfast with Rabbi Schell; 10.00 Shabbat 
Morning Service followed by a b’rachah sponsored by Neebashnee Kristnasamy in honour of her February 
birthday; 10.00 Parallel Yoga-Shabbat Service with Karen Turis and Rabbi Margolis; 
10.00 Children’s Service and Activities with Kendyll (Youth Centre/Garden) 

 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES AND SHABBAT SERVICES  

Bet David’s Kids Club this Friday at 18.00 – 

19.00 

Age group 3 to 10. Bring your friends! 

Shabbat morning Kendyll is running a children’s and 

youth service from 10.00 to 11.00 followed by children’s activities 

till 12.00. We are looking forward to seeing many of you! 
We will be having our first Parents Meeting on Monday 22 February at 18:00 in the shul, discussing the 
calendar of events as well as open the floor to you, as the parents, to give suggestions or feedback as to 
what you would like to see. Hope to see you all there! Please RSVP for security and catering purposes. –
Kendyll (youth@betdavid.org.za)  

 

Mazal Tov 
Happy birthday to all who have birthdays during the coming week: 15 to 21 February Herman 
Rothenberg; Margaret (Peggy) Kling; Morris Jammy; Gary Levitan; Laurie Fineberg; Elaine Levin; Ronald 
Solomon;  Sally Licht; Angela Frankel; Mark Garb; Cynthia Maserow; Tatiana Linde; Children under 14 
years – Mia Tchetchik; Shayne Windrum. 

Celebrating life at Bet David 
Last weekend we celebrated the birth of two girls in our congregation. On Saturday during the service we 
named Janna, daughter of Shelley and Jason Rivkind, granddaughter of Abe and Barbara Brinkman and 
Lindsay Rivkind, Joe and Carol Rivkind (left and centre) and on Sunday the baby naming for Amy Paige, 
daughter of Caryn and Jonathan Margolius, granddaughter of Dr Elgar and Gail Rogaly and Jerry and 
Hilary Margolius, was celebrated (right).  

mailto:youth@betdavid.org.za
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Welcome to new members 
Denise and Sydney Hurwitz; Alan Fuchs and Jul-Andra van Dyk; Warren Ross and Nicole Rossouw.  

 

COME AND JOIN THE BET DAVID COMMUNITY FOR A “VVV” SUPPER 
On 18 March 2016 we will be having a Triple V Supper – 
Vegetarian Bobotie, Vino and Van der Hum Ice-cream in 
the Rondavel after the Kabbalat Shabbat Service.  This is 
being sponsored by Roger Scheuble in honour of his 

birthday and there will be no charge. Please RSVP to Monica on fs31@mweb.co.za BY WEDNESDAY 16 
MARCH  for catering purposes.   
 

Women’s Day of Prayer 
On Shabbat March 4 and 5, Bet David is joining in the International Women’s Day of Prayer.  
On Friday and Saturday our service will be led by women of our congregation. If you like to take part in 
leading the service, please contact our Rabbis. Come join us for an inclusive, inspiring and moving 
Women-themed Shabbat service. Please invite your friends to come along! 

 

Thank you for recent donations 
Teddy Bear appeal – Myrna and Steve Margo, Rotary Randburg [right]; 

B’rachah sponsors - Barry and Valerie Sinclair (20 February) 
 

Speedy Recovery-Refuah Shleimah 
Arthur Kruger; Beverley Kroll; Diane Brukin (cousin of Madeleine Hicklin);  

Ethel Epstein (mother of Lynn Sherlock); Fred Plein; Ruth Jordan; Natalie Mascall; Sonya Leiman.  
Visits by Rabbi Schell or Rabbi Margolis can be arranged for congregants in hospital or ill at home.  
Please contact Glynnis to report illness and advise whether you would like a visit from one of our Rabbis. 

 

Condolences 
Cynthia Maserow on the passing of her husband, Jack Maserow; 

Alberto Glover on the passing of his mother, Yamile Chirazy, in Argentina.  
 

Weekly Yahrzeits 
Adele Ann Kearney remembered by Peter Alexander; Abe Kling remembered by Margaret (Peggy) Kling; 
Amanda Douglas and Lewis Kling; Sydney Levin remembered by Mendel Levin; Jack Brower remembered 
by Arnold Brower; Liza Meltz remembered by Jackie Meltz; Lucy Weinstock remembered by Marion 
Hassall; Fritz Guttenberg remembered by Janine Taitz; David Cowan remembered by Martin Cowan.  

Zichronam livracha, may their memory be for a blessing. 
 

Four Choirs in Concert 
For the first time in South Africa, four acclaimed choirs will 
come together in Johannesburg to perform the works of 
19th Century German Jewish composer Louis Lewandowski 
and his contemporaries. The concert series is hosted by 
South Africa’s Lewandowski Chorale, which has invited the 
Synagogal Ensemble Berlin for its first appearance in South 
Africa.  They will be joined by two local choirs, the 
Johannesburg Jewish Male Choir (JJMC) and the Soweto 
based Imilonji KaNtu Choral Society.   
Date and time: Wednesday 16 March 2016, 20:00 
Venue: Len Miller Hall, Redhill School, 20 Summit Road, MS; 
Ticket Prices: R180, R150 and R90 online / R200 at the door 

facebook.com/LewandowskiChorale 
For more information please contact Ashley Sweke on 
ashleysweke@icon.co.za or 0827742071 

mailto:fs31@mweb.co.za
mailto:ashleysweke@icon.co.za
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RABBI MARGOLIS’ WEEKLY COLUMN 
COULD A "PROGRESSIVE JEW" BECOME THE MOST POWERFUL PERSON IN THE WORLD - 
BEFORE THE END OF THIS YEAR?  
It has been a tough past week, as once again we (Progressive Jews) have been at it again 
with our so called "orthodox" counterparts in South Africa, see this week's Jewish Report 
for more on this. 
While I am not from SA it is rather obvious that my (Progressive) community constantly 

feels put down or made to feel "less than" by our fellow Jews in this country. I think as such that it is 
important for us to take a step back and think deeply about this from a broader or higher vantage point. 
Today progressively thinking or "Progressive Jews" (to me there is no material difference) have become a 
force to be reckoned with on the international stage. In the US and the world over we now number in the 
millions. It is not just the number, but the sheer influence that we wheeled the world over. Not only this, 
but the state of Israel is (as it has no choice) moving in a progressive direction - note my Column last 
week, on the Israeli Supreme Court’s decision re: "women of the wall."  
There is naturally resistance to this, but to those who have any depth of thought and or observation - The 
world (& Israel hauled along with it) is unequivocally moving in this direction. It is high time that the so-
called "Orthodox mentality," come to realise that there is indeed more than one way, to (be) express 
one’s self as a Jew, or Christian for that matter.  
This "holier than thou" attitude or mentality (we know better than you/ or any other community, for that 
matter) so prevalent amongst our orthodox brothers and sisters - MUST FALL - it is this PRECISE thinking, 
“one communities G-d given superiority" over another’s, that lead DIRECTLY to our very own holocaust! – 
Indeed a wake-up call to many within the orthodox community, if they have the depth or wherewithal to 
see this (kind of thinking) plainly, for what it is.  
This brings me to my point, how many of you are aware that the next president of the United States - 
which is beginning to look more likely every day - may VERY well be, not just a progressive thinker, but a 
"progressive Jew!" WE are a force to be reckoned with, we (as a community) are becoming more 
powerful, and wheedling more influence by the day - The next time an "Orthodox individual" looks or 
talks down to you - I SAY TO YOU - WALK WITH YOUR HEAD HELD HIGH. 
Love and Blessings – Shabbat Shalom - Rabbi Julia Margolis 
PS: Senator Bernie Sanders was born 74 years ago, and raised in Brooklyn New York. On the (very rare) 
occasions that he has mentioned that he is Jewish, he has done so with great pride. It is clear from his life 
story that while being a proud Jew, he has aspired to be much more than just this, this being one of the 
fundamental tenants (differences) between orthodox and Progressive thinking. We are proud to call 
ourselves Jews, but our entire existence does not revolve around this, there is more to us. 
If we as Jews wish to make a difference on the world stage - to our own lives, our safety, our well-being 
and generational future - we need to move away from a dark and antiquated way of thinking, and into the 
light of a progressive mind set. If we can do this, we both individually and collectively, will be able to 
accomplish things "as S. Sanders is," literally unthinkable (to ANY member in our Jewish community) just a 
single generation ago - such is the power of the progressive mind! 
 

Torah Reading for Shabbat Tetzaveh 
Exodus 27:20-30:10 (Reading Ex 27:20-28:21; Plaut p.563; Hertz p.339);  

Haftarah: Ezekiel 43:10-27 (Plaut p.577; Hertz p.350 
Torah Study with Rabbi Schell every Shabbat at 08h45 

Thursday Night Liturgy Class with Rabbi Schell – every Thursday at 18.00 – 19.30 
Podcast of Rabbi Schell’s weekly Sermons Tuesdays on Radio Today (10h30) or:  http://goo.gl/LsHQrY. 

 

Bet David Kehillah  
Join Bet David Kehillah (Sisterhood) and the Synagogal Ensemble Berlin for an 
outing to the Rhino and Lion Park near Krugersdorp on 15 March 2016. Entrance 
fee for the park per person is R130.-. We will meet at 9.00 am at Bet David and 
intend to be back at 16.30.  We will drive in private cars.  
Please RSVP to admin2@betdavid.org.za or 011/7837117 until 8 March. 

http://goo.gl/LsHQrY
mailto:admin2@betdavid.org.za


 

 

Bet David, Morningside                                        Ad Kan עד כאן                                                     Page 4 

Torah Sparks: “Clothes make the man” 
Parashat Tetzaveh continues with the theme that defines most of the 
rest of the Book of Exodus: the construction and institution of the 
Mishkan, the tabernacle. This week’s reading specifically focuses on 
the Kohanim, the Priests who perform the rituals and sacrifices on 
behalf of the people. Great detailed descriptions (more than forty 

verses, an unusually high number for any single topic) are given of the complex ritual 
garments of the Kohen Gadol (the High Priest) who was to be majestically dressed in 
gold and adornments of precious stones.  
“Clothes make the man,” the old saying goes. Well, clothes certainly do seem to impress us human beings. 
Nothing tells you more about a person, or makes a greater first impression, than how one is dressed. It’s 
quite remarkable, often a person’s entire character can be summed up by someone who does not know 
them simply by how they are dressed. For example, the whole point of putting people into uniforms is to 
minimise their differences; to make individualisation impossible, and to reduce independence. When we 
dress the same as others, it is because we don’t want to be seen as different. When we do want to stand 
out, we can do so through what we wear. 
The Torah certainly understands this as well. In this week’s parashah, Moses is told to, “Make Bigdei 
Kodesh–holy garments–for Aaron your brother, for dignity and splendour.” So what is so important about 
the garments of the High Priest? Does not Judaism, particularly in a ritual sense, usually focus on the inner 
qualities, frowning on such outward materialism as clothing? How then can these garments be holy? How 
can they alone bring dignity and splendour? 
It seems that the Torah is indeed telling us that clothes do make the man, or at least the role in which the 
man is serving. Meaning, when Aaron engages in work that is holy, he is to be suitably dressed in holy 
garments; clothes that add dignity and splendour to the work. This is Hiddur Mitzvah–the enhancement 
of the fulfilment of a mitzvah, through the adornment of the act. This is why we say Kiddush over fine 
wine in a beautiful cup rather than over juice in a paper cup. Both will fulfil the minimum requirement of 
the mitzvah–but by adding beauty we add to the holiness of the act.  
Through dressing in special garments, the priest is constantly reminded of his special role, and the 
sanctity of his calling. I like this interpretation, because it conveys a very important message for us. Not 
“Clothes make the man”, but the things we do. A garment is as much a “tool” as any other ritual object 
(e.g. a Mezuzah or a Tallit) we use to focus our thoughts on serving God. Being precisely, only our acts, 
our intentions, and our interaction with others are the relevant parts in doing something holy.  
Shabbat Shalom - Rabbi Adrian M Schell (Source: Rabbi Jordan D. Cohen on Tetzaveh, Graphic: Wikipedia) 

 

SHABBAT SERVICES & EVENTS 
FRIDAY EVENING 18:00 Kabbalat Shabbat Service;  

KIDS CLUB YOUTH ACTIVITIES 18:00 - 19.00 for ages 3–10 every week with Kendyll  

BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS—Last Friday of every month 26 February  

FAMILY SERVICE 18:00—26 February  

SHABBAT MORNING: 08:30 - 12.00 CHEDER – Term 1: 16 January – 12 March 

08.45 TORAH BREAKFAST—every Saturday with Rabbi Schell   

10:00 SHABBAT SHACHARIT SERVICE, B’rachah follows; 
10.00 - 11.00 CHILDREN’S SERVICE; 11.00 - 12.00 YOUTH ACTIVITIES every Saturday with Kendyll 

THURSDAY NIGHT LITURGY CLASS with Rabbi Schell – every Thursday at 18.00 – 19.30; 18 February 

Rabbi Adrian M Schell – rabbi.schell@betdavid.org.za;  
Rabbi Julia Margolis – rabbi.margolis@betdavid.org.za 

Tel:  +27 11 7837117 / Office hours 09.00 – 14.30 (Mon-Thurs) 09.00 –13.00 (Fri & Erev Yom Tov) 
accounts@betdavid.org.za (Diane) / admin1@betdavid.org.za (Glynnis) 
admin2@betdavid.org.za (Sharon) / youth@betdavid.org.za (Kendyll)  
 www.betdavid.org.za / http://www.facebook.com/BetDavidSandton  

Emergency: CSO 0861800018; Hatzolah Medical Rescue 0832221818/info@hatzolah.co.za;  
Shalom Bayit 0116452591; CAP 0861 227 227 / 0861 CAP CAP, to report any suspicious activity 
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mailto:accounts@betdavid.org.za
mailto:admin1@betdavid.org.za
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