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Rabbi Adrian M Schell                                                                                              …………     .Rabbi Julia Margolis 
Rabbi Hillel Avidan, Emeritus 
 

Bet David Weekly News  
Ad Kan כאן עד  

 Shabbat Parah - Parashat Shemini 01/02 April 2016 – 22/23 Adar II 5776 
 

Thursday 31 March – 18.00 -19.30 “The Prayers of our Siddur”– shiur with Rabbi Schell (Foyer) 
Friday 01 April – 18.00 Kabbalat Shabbat Service includes pre-wedding blessings Janna Feldman and 
Martyn Balham; Shabbat chocolates sponsored by Giddy Lief in honour of her birthday; 18.00 Bet David 
Kid’s Club - Youth Activities with Kendyll (Youth Centre).   
Saturday 02 April  – No Religion School (Term 2 resumes on 09 April); 08.45 Torah Breakfast with Rabbi 
Schell; 10.00 Shabbat Morning Service followed by a b’rachah sponsored by Lesley Shipton in honour of 
her recent birthday; 10.00 Children’s Service and Activities with Kendyll (Youth Centre/Garden) 
Thursday 07 March – 18.00 -19.30 “Rabbi, What is Kosher?”– Shiur with Rabbi Schell (Foyer) 
Friday 08 April – 18.00 Kabbalat Shabbat Service includes the naming of the son of Ronen and Angie 
Bar; Shabbat chocolates sponsored by them; 18.00 Bet David Kid’s Club - Youth Activities with Kendyll 
(Youth Centre).   
Saturday 09 April – 08.30 Religion School (Term 2); 08.45 Torah Breakfast with Rabbi Schell; 10.00 
Shabbat Morning Service followed by a b’rachah (sponsor welcome); 10.00 Children’s Service and 
Activities with Kendyll (Youth Centre/Garden) 
Thursday 14 April – 18.00 -19.30 “Rabbi, What is Kosher? Part II”– Shiur with Rabbi Schell (Foyer) 
Friday 15 April – 18.00 Family Service followed by a light supper sponsored by Monica & Steven 
Solomon in honour of their daughter and grandchildren’s visit to SA.  
Saturday 16 April  – 08.30 Religion School; 08.45 Torah Breakfast with Rabbi Schell; 10.00 Shabbat 
Morning Service followed by a b’rachah (sponsor welcome); 10.00 Children’s Service and Activities with 
Kendyll (Youth Centre/Garden) 
 

Dear Congregants, 
The 44th Annual General Meeting of Bet David and the 42nd AGM of Bet David Kehillah will take place at 
Bet David on Wednesday 20 April 2016 at 18h30. This is an important event in the annual Bet David 
programme and an opportunity for our congregation to get feedback on the past year’s activities of Bet 
David and its affiliate organisations as well as to discuss the future. An update on the Bet David Campus 
development will be provided as well as details of other planned activities. Official notices, the agenda 
and a summary of the audited figures for Bet David will be sent to the email addresses on record.  
Please get involved in this exciting period of Bet David’s development. We invite you to stand for 
elections for the next Management Committee and Kehillah committee. 
Additional nomination forms can be sent to you by email on request. Nominations to stand for the 
Management Committee should be submitted at least 7 days in advance of the meeting. We look forward 
to seeing you at the AGM and welcome your support. 
Desmond Sweke, Chairman 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

NOMINATION FORM 
 

I, ..........................………………………………….  
am willing to stand for election to the Management Committee of Bet  David for the year 2016 / 2017 

NAME        SIGNATURE 
 

NOMINEE:  ..............................……………  ..............................................................………… 
 

PROPOSER: ..............................……………  ..............................................................………… 
 

SECONDER: ..............................……………  ..............................................................………… 
 

To be signed by the Nominee, Proposer and Seconder.        DATE .....................………………… 
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Bet David Kehillah  
Bet David Kitchen—Home-made delicacies available from our own kitchen! Place orders by Monday with 
Sharon 011 7837117/admin2@betdavid.org.za for collection on Friday 12h00.  
Celebrate a Simcha with your community - Sponsor Shabbat sweets; Birthday chocolates; Erev Shabbat 
l’chaim; Shabbat morning b’rachah. For information call the office 011 7837117.  
Monthly Feeding Schemes Food Collection – Sunday 17 April at Pick n Pay Hyde Park, Morningside and 
South Road. Please contact Lesley Rosenberg 0832366823 if you can help for an hour or more. Please also 
continue to place non-perishable groceries in the trommel in the foyer for our feeding schemes. 
 

Update from the construction site 
The platforms and the foundations for the new 
Mitzvah School and Religion School, as well as the 
Kehillah and Netzer facilities, have been excavated. 
The concrete for the foundations will be poured 
next week. The new lower storm water drain is 
being constructed. This will be under the new 
parking area, which has been graded and the 
sublayer compacted and will be paved in April. 

Arrangements are being made for the moving of a large number of trees, shrubs and plants from the 
current campus to the new development in August. 

 

Speedy Recovery-Refuah Shleimah 
Arthur Kruger; Barry Sinclair; Beverley Kroll; Brett Steingo;  

Edna Smithard (aunt of Cynthia Rosen); Fatima da Cunha (mother of Fernando da Cunha); Fred Plein; 
Garth Sueltz; Greg Jordan; Leah Livni; Nina Joselowitz; Ruth Jordan; Sonya Leiman. 

Please contact Glynnis to report illness and advise whether you would like a visit from one of our Rabbis. 
 

     
 Jacqui (Upton) and David Seinker on their wedding day, with Rabbi Margolis. 

 

Mazal Tov To 
Janna Feldman and Martyn Balham on their upcoming marriage taking place this Sunday,   

And to their parents, Peter and Carla Feldman and Peter and Norma Balham (UK) 
Happy birthday to all who have birthdays during the week 28 March to 3 April –  

Tiziana Soekoe; Gregory Jordan; Sonny Cooper; Sandy Levenberg; Lynn Sherlock; Giddy Lief;  
Gregory Margolis; Children under 14 under – Rachel Lewis; Alex Lurie.  

 

Thank you for recent donations 
General – Marie & Dale Rosenberg for the toys donated to the Bet David Kids Club; Anonymous couple 
for the donation of a Yad (Torah pointer) for Temple Israel Hillbrow; B’rachah sponsorship – Bet David 

Kehillah for the unsponsored b’rachah on 26 March; Lesley Shipton for sponsoring the b’rachah on 2 April 
in honour of her birthday; Shabbat Chocolates – Giddy Lief in honour of her birthday. 

 

Weekly Yahrzeits 
Sheila Taback remembered by Jack Taback; Fred Bailey remembered by Melanie Bailey; Molly Smollan 

remembered by Doug Smollan; Elsie Borstein remembered by Sylvia Borstein. 
Zichronam livracha, may their memory be for a blessing. 
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Thank you to Kehillah, Kendyll, our Rabbis, and to Netzer for a wonderful Purim.  
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RABBI MARGOLIS’ WEEKLY COLUMN 
Last night SACRED (South African Centre for Religious Equality and Diversity) was privileged to host a talk 
by Mrs Najma Khota. A broadcast journalist, radio and TV presenter, a counselling therapist and a trauma 
counsellor. This evening gave us a valuable insight into Najma’s fascinating life as an activist and 
journalist. She motivated all in attendance by her experiences, fascinating stories and charm.  
 

In contemporary South Africa the promotion of equal rights for women, has created conflicts with those 
who argue that such rights violate religious beliefs and cultural traditions. Potential tensions between 
religion and culture, present multiple daily dilemmas for women. Mrs. Khota discussed questions such as; 
Is it possible for women to hold together their identities in a liberating way? Can women be true to their 
ethnic racial identity, or faith and tradition without confusion?”  
 

Najma started her journey 20 years ago as a radio presenter, which was her childhood dream. Against the 
odds Najma founded a community radio station and later co-founded two others. All were unique to the 
country at the time. Najma was faced with a new challenge when she was told that according to Islamic 
teachings; women were not allowed to be heard “on air". She did her own research into this “male-
dominated assumption,” and gained support from the community - proving that there was no basis for 
what some claimed as an Islamic rule. 
 

Najma became a voice for women through her platform on radio and television, a household name 
locally, and a ‘go-to person’ in her community for many women seeking advice on all fronts. Najma 
pursued her career as a counselling therapist concurrently with being a radio talk show host and 
television presenter. As a counselling therapist and a trauma counsellor, Najma is also the director of 
"Forever Blooming," an organisation she founded in 2005. This stress and trauma centre offers 
counselling services to individuals coming from disadvantaged backgrounds. She lives by the adage: What 
lies behind us and what lies before us are tiny matters, compared to what lies within us (R.W. Emerson). 
Najma is married with three children. Thank you to Bet David for hosting this event in the Rondavel and to 
the Kehillah for the delicious supper. It was an evening that will stay in our memory for a very long time.  
 

Wishing you a lovely weekend.  
Shabbat Shalom. Rabbi Julia Margolis. 
 

    

  
 

Join Rabbi Schell for a discussion on “What is kosher and what is the progressive understanding of 
Kashrut?” on Thursday 7 and 14 April at 18.00. Everyone is welcome to join the discussion. 
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The book of Leviticus has the unfair 
reputation for being boring and 
inaccessible. But this week’s portion, 
Sh’mini, has some of the Bible’s pomp 
and ceremony as well as drama and 
intrigue that proves that reputation 

wrong. 
The portion opens up with Aaron officiating at his first 
ever sacrificial offering. The entire Israelite community, 
gather around the Tent of Meeting to witness this first 
ever sacrifice, because sacrifices were meant to help keep 
the Israelites connected to God. There is a sense in the 
text that Aaron felt the pressure, many of us have if we 
need to do something for the first time and in public. But 
his younger brother Moses seems to persuade and coach 
him.  Shortly after Aaron finished, one of the most 
dramatic and in-explicable stories of the Torah occured. 
Two of his sons, Nadab and Abihu, approach the altar and 
they offer with what the Torah says is eish zarah,  
“strange fire.”  Sadly, fire came from the altar killed them. 
For me, a shocking episode. For thousands of years commentators have tried to figure out what 
happened.  Contempory Rabbi Larry Hoffman views these two events of our parasha as very much 
connected: He says “Aaron was hesitant because this act of these first sacrifices reminded him of being in 
front of all the Israelites at Mount Sinai when the calf was not a live calf, but a golden calf, and that he 
was still traumatised from that incident. He couldn’t go forward until Moses said ‘I will supervise, I’ll be 
watching you.’ Only then he finally steps forward to complete this act.” While Aaron acted very cautious, 
Nadav and Avihu did the opposite. It is not clear why they acted so quickly right after Aaron’s sacrifices. 
Rabbi Hoffman translates their behaviour as “arrogant and misusing their position as priests for their own 
purpose and not for the people.” Hoffman writes that “each of us must find that fine line that helps us to 
make decisions from our past experiences and behaviours; some of which have been error-filled, others 
which have been successes.” We should make sure that we’re not basing our decisions on “our zeal for 
success or personal ego-gratification. Meaning we must find a way to push away the paralysis we might 
feel, as well as keeping our personal desires at bay”. In short, Sh’mini teaches us that “risking mistakes 
with proper moral intention is what our work and what God’s work should be all about.” 
Shabbat Shalom - Rabbi Adrian M Schell (Cited after Maurice A. Salth on Parashat Sh’mini) 

 

SHABBAT SERVICES & EVENTS 
FRIDAY EVENING 18:00 Kabbalat Shabbat Service;  

KIDS CLUB YOUTH ACTIVITIES 18:00 - 19.00 for ages 3–10 weekly with Kendyll, excl. Family Services  

BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS—Last Friday of every month 29 April;  

FAMILY SERVICE 18:00—15 April; 27 May; 24 June 

SHABBAT MORNING: 08:30 - 12.00 CHEDER – Term 2: Resumes 09 April – 18 June 

08.45 TORAH BREAKFAST—every Saturday with Rabbi Schell   
10:00 SHABBAT SHACHARIT SERVICE, B’rachah follows; 

10.00 - 11.00 CHILDREN’S SERVICE; 11.00 - 12.00 YOUTH ACTIVITIES every Saturday with Kendyll 

THURSDAY NIGHT LITURGY CLASS with Rabbi Schell – Thursday at 18.00 – 19.30; 31 March 
Rabbi Adrian M Schell – rabbi.schell@betdavid.org.za; Rabbi Julia Margolis – rabbi.margolis@betdavid.org.za 

Tel:  +27 11 7837117 / Office hours 09.00 – 14.30 (Mon-Thurs) 09.00 –13.00 (Fri & Erev Yom Tov) 
accounts@betdavid.org.za (Diane) / admin1@betdavid.org.za (Glynnis) 
admin2@betdavid.org.za (Sharon) / youth@betdavid.org.za (Kendyll)  
 www.betdavid.org.za / http://www.facebook.com/BetDavidSandton  

Emergency: CSO 0861800018; Hatzolah Medical Rescue 0832221818/info@hatzolah.co.za;  
Shalom Bayit 011 6452591; CAP 0861 227 227 / 0861 CAP CAP, to report any suspicious activity 

Torah Reading for Shabbat Parah / Sh’mini 
Leviticus 9:1-11:47; Numbers 19:1-22  

(Reading Lev. 9:1-23; P p.707; H p.443);  
Haftarah: Ezekiel 36:22-36 (P 1455 H p.999) 

Torah Study with Rabbi Schell  
this Shabbat at 08h45 

Podcast of Rabbi Schell’s weekly Sermons 
Tuesdays on Radio Today (10h30) or:  

http://goo.gl/LsHQrY. 
Parashat Shemeni describes the ritual on the 
day after Aaron’s ordination ceremony. In the 
previous 7 chapters we were introduced to the 
rules for the sacrificial service, while Leviticus 8 
described the priestly ordination of Aaron and 
his sons. In this parashah, Aaron begins to 
officiate as the first High priest.  
This parashah includes the death of Nadav and 
Avihu and concludes with dietary laws and with 
the demand that Israel shall be holy – for God is 
holy.  
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