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Rabbi Adrian M Schell                                                                                              …………     .Rabbi Julia Margolis 
Rabbi Hillel Avidan, Emeritus 
 

Bet David Weekly News  
Ad Kan כאן עד  

  Shabbat Zachor-Vayikra 18/19 March 2016 – 08/09 Adar II 5776 
 

Thursday 17 March – no Shiur (Chevrah Kadisha Zayin Adar event) 
Friday 18 March – 18.00 Kabbalat Shabbat Service followed by a Communal VVV Supper sponsored by 
                in honour of his birthday; Shabbat chocolates sponsored by Isaac & Leah Livni; [No Youth 
Activities]  
Saturday 19 March – No Religion School (resumes for Term 2 on 09 April); 08.45 Torah Breakfast with 
Rabbi Schell; 10.00 Shabbat Morning Service f    w d  y a  ’ a  a  sponsored by Rabbi Schell in honour 
of his and Chayim Schell's birthday [No Children’s Service and Activities]  
Sunday 20 March – 10.00 – 12.00 Bet David’s Mitzvah Project: Cemetery Clean Up @ West Park 
Cemetery, Johannesburg; 11.00 Purim Carnival for all @ Beit Emanuel, 38 Oxford Road, Parktown (see 
Flyer) 
Wednesday 23 March – Erev Purim – 17.00 – Family Activities; 18.00 Purim Festival Service with Purim 
Shpiel, Megillah reading and fancy dress.  Light supper follows … Bring your own alcoholic beverages.  
Thursday 24 March – no Shiur (Purim) 
Friday 25 March – 18.00 Kabbalat Shabbat Service; 18.00 Bet David Kid’s Club - Youth Activities with 
Kendyll (Youth Centre).   
Saturday 26 March – No Religion School (Term 2 resumes on 09 April); 08.45 Torah Breakfast with Rabbi 
Schell; 10.00 Shabbat Morning Service f    w d  y a  ’ a  a  (sp ns   w    m ); 10.00 Children’s 
Service and Activities with Kendyll (Youth Centre/Garden) 
Save the Date: SACRED Evening of Interest on 30 March 2016 at 18.30 – See attached flyer. 
   

Bet David’s Mitzvah Project: Cemetery Clean Up 
After our second round of cleaning the still-born section at the West Park 
Cemetery in December, one could already see how big the impact of this 
small mitzvah is. Two hours that honoured the life of those children who 
have found their eternal rest here. Just before summer ends, we want to do 
another round of cleaning in the upper part of this section that needs our 
attention, too. Please join us this Sunday (20 March) for two hours. We are 
going to meet at 10.00 at the Ohel at WPC. Please bring some gardening 
tools and bags. RSVP to admin2@betdavid.org.za THANK YOU ALL. 
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Kids Club Sleepover Saturday 12 March 
The youth sleepover was a blast! Thank you to 

everyone who spent time with us, to Gabi Smith for 

being my great helper and to Rabbi Schell for leading 

Seudah Shlishit and Havdallah with us. Between a 

scavenger hunt, popcorn and movies, crafts and 

delicious dinner, we really had loads of fun. And even 

though minimal sleep was had, it was really a fantastic weekend. Looking forward to the next one. 

Kendyll Jacobson  
 

Pictures  from left to right: Our Beit Din welcomed two new Jews by Choice into the covenant:            
and Jacqui Upton;             and Saul Shagam and Jacqui Upton and David Seinker celebrated their 

upcoming weddings with a traditional “Aufruf” for both couples last Shabbat. 
 

Mazal Tov 
Jason Eliason, son of Michael and Michelle, who graduated in Biochemistry and Zoology 
and is doing his honours this year.  Happy birthday to all who have birthdays during the 
week 14 to 20 March -                ; Lizelle Abrahams; Jamie Levin; Craig Lewis; Rabbi 

Adrian Schell; Dr Chayim Schell; Evan Bancroft; Children under 14 – Cameron Kupritz; 
Joshua Myers; Zachary Rosenberg; Kaitlyn Cassel. 

   

Speedy Recovery-Refuah Shleimah 
Arthur Kruger; Barry Sinclair; Beverley Kroll; Brett Steingo; Fred Plein; Garth Sueltz; Greg Jordan;  

Nina Joselowitz; Ruth Jordan; Sonya Leiman. 
Please contact Glynnis to report illness and advise whether you would like a visit from one of our Rabbis. 

 

Weekly Yahrzeits 
Ronny Levin remembered by George Levin; Jesse Ridings remembered by Carole Hicklin.  

Zichronam livracha, may their memory be for a blessing. 
 

Condolences 
 ail Scheuble  on the passing of her aunt, Doreen Bik. 

 

Thank you for recent donations 
VVV Supper –                 in honour of his birthday; B’rachah sponsorship – Rabbi Adrian M Schell in 

honour of his and Chayim Schell's birthday. 
 

Bet David Kehillah  
Thank you to Kehillah for arranging the outing to the Rhino 
& Lion Park with the visiting Berlin Synagogal Ensemble on 
15 March.  a  i       ’s  i t day was also celebrated by all. 
Bet David Kitchen—Home-made delicacies available from 
our own kitchen! Place orders by Monday with Sharon 011 
7837117/admin2@betdavid.org.za for collection on Friday 
12h00. Celebrate a Simcha with your community - Sponsor 
  a  at sw  ts; Bi t day       at s; E  v   a  at  ’  aim; 

  a  at m  nin   ’ a  a . F   inf  mati n  a   t    ffi   011 7837117. 
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RABBI MAR OLIS’ WEEKLY COLUMN 
Next week we are going to celebrate the festival of Purim. So what do we know about this 
holiday? Purim is not one of the holidays commanded in the Torah, but it is rooted in the 
biblical book of Esther and its requirements are outlined in the Talmud. Purim has been 
celebrated since at least the second century CE, and probably long before.  
The word "Purim" means "Lots," and refers to Haman's casting of lots in the story of 
Esther. Purim is also known as "The Feast of Lots." 
On Purim, all Jews are required to fulfil the four Purim mitzvot: 1. Two readings of the 

Megillah (Scroll of Esther) (Mikrah Megillah); 2. Festive meal (Seudah Purim); 3. Gifts of food to friends 
(Mishloach Manot); 4. Charity to the poor (Matanot l'Evyonim).  
The first reading of the Megillah must occur sometime between sunset the night before Purim and 
sunrise on Purim. The second reading must occur between sunrise and sunset on Purim. It is ideal to hear 
the Megillah in the synagogue with many people, but the most important thing is that the reading is 
heard clearly. When Haman's name is read, it is customary for the congregation to yell and make noise so 
that it cannot be heard. This symbolically blots out the memory of his name from the earth. 
"The Purim feast is unlike any other in the Jewish year. In addition to good food and lots of alcohol, the 
meal is characterized by its zany raucous atmosphere -- trombones blare, silly string flies, and grown men 
dance together for hours on end. One of the most well-known (and beloved) aspects of the Purim festive 
meal is that each (adult) participant is obliged to become so drunk that he or she cannot distinguish 
between the phrases, "Cursed be Haman" and "Blessed be Mordecai." 
Opinions vary as to exactly how drunk this is, but there is no doubt that the intoxication is intended to be 
significant. However, one should not become so drunk that he endangers his health or neglects other 
mitzvot such as ritual washing, praying, or saying the blessing after meals, and it is improper to pray if one 
is so drunk that he is "unfit to stand before the King."  
A third mitzvah of Purim is to give a gift of two types of food or drink to at least one friend (the Mishloach 
Manot). It is inappropriate to give overly expensive gifts, as this takes away from how much can be given 
to the poor. It is especially meritorious to send gifts to those from whom one is estranged, to 
demonstrate the falsity of Haman’s accusation of dissention among the Jews.  
Finally, charity must be given to at least two poor people on Purim, in an amount at least equal to the 
value of one inexpensive meal. Each Jew's donation need not be given to the poor directly, but it must be 
distributed on Purim. Most notably, Purim charity must be given without regard to the merit, desert, or 
even need of the recipient. On all other days, Jews are required to ensure their donations are used 
properly, but not on Purim. "On this day of unbridled joy, no questions are to be asked."  
As with many holidays, non-religious customs for celebrating Purim have developed over the years. One 
very popular custom is the baking of hamantaschen ("Haman's ears" or "Haman's pockets"), three-
cornered pastries with a fruit filling. It has also become customary to celebrate Purim with plays, satirical 
skits (Purim shpiels), disguises, and beauty contests to commemorate Esther's story. 
Hag Sameach! Rabbi Julia Margolis 

 

Last Friday Bet David welcomed Riad Hassoun, General Secretary of Israel 
Association of Municipal Clerks, as a guest speaker for the Friday night service. He 
was in South Africa by invitation of the SA Zionist Federation to share his experiences 
as a member of the Druse community in Israel, which he did so well in his very 
passionate and personal speech to our community. As someone who has been active 
in and for his community, and in politics in Israel, he pointed out that Israel is a 
democratic State in which the rights of minorities are granted and protected. He was 
also a main speaker at the SAFI conference last Sunday. 

 

Torah Reading for Shabbat Zachor - Vayikra 
Leviticus 1:1-5:26 and Deuteronomy 25:17-19 (Reading Lev. 1:1-2:6; Plaut p.660; Hertz p.410);  

Haftarah: I Esther 7:1-10, 8:15-17 (Plaut p.1453) 
Torah Study with Rabbi Schell every Shabbat at 08h45 

Podcast  f  a  i       ’s w  k y    m ns T  sdays  n Radio Today (10h30) or:  http://goo.gl/LsHQrY. 

http://goo.gl/LsHQrY
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We can’t tolerate the political abuse of people who suffered Apartheid  
This coming Shabbat is called Shabbat Zachor – the Shabbat of Remembrance, one of 
the special Shabbatot leading up to Passover. In addition to the regular Torah portion 
congregations conclude the reading with an additional reading of Deuteronomy 25:17-
19. These verses tell us to do something difficult - remember what Amalek did to us 
after we left Egypt, while we erase the memory of him. Shabbat Zachor is always the 
Shabbat before Purim, because the villain of the Purim story, Haman, is an Amalekite - a 
direct descendant of Amalek. One way to fulfil the idea of our additional Torah reading 
is the practice during the reading of the Book of Esther to make noise each time 

Haman's name is read, in effect obliterating his name, while we still remember everything he did to us. 
It is a very interesting coincidence that our Shabbat Zachor falls on the same weekend South Africa 
celebrates Human Rights Day. Because the    t  Af i a’s H man  i  ts Day is   nn  t d wit  t   
Commemoration of the Sharpeville Massacre from 1960, we have a powerful reminder that Human 
Dignity is unfortunately nothing we can expect to be respected by everyone. Protagonist will easily 
trample on the rights of others if it is in their interest. It is the story of Amalek attacking the just freed 
Israelites, Haman who planned to kill all Jews in Persia because of a personal vendetta, and also the 
apartheid-regime that wanted to stabilise their power. 
Last week we all could once again read about and witness the abhorrent actions of the BDS movement, 
running a so called "Israel apartheid week" in many universities of South Africa. Not only that the analogy 
of Israel being an apartheid state is without any substance, it turns the idea of reconciliation up-side 
down. Because the victims of apartheid, those who were killed, or imprisoned, those who were 
marginalized and robbed of their human rights, are once again reduced to objects for a distasteful  
political cause. Again their human dignity has been stolen from them by people who have no interest in 
  man  i  ts, w   d n’t  a   f   t   Pa  stinians, n   t   vi tims  f apa t  id. T     a   f t   BD  
movement is to wipe out Israel and the Jewish people at any cost, including misusing the memory of the 
victims of the apartheid regime. 
For us Jews it is not only a biblical commandment to stand in support for Israel and against our enemies, 
but also to stand for the human dignity of all our neighbours. We know what it means when people try to 
erase our existence. T at is w y w  n  d t   pp s  t  s  a ti ns, w y w   an’t t    at  t   a  s   f t   
people who suffered Apartheid. Why we need to make clear that there is a fundamental difference 
between the State of Israel, its pluralistic and democratic make-up, and the utterly unjust, and to the core 
inhuman reality of the Apartheid state, which we all have overcome.   
This Shabbat Zachor, this Human right’s Day, we remember all victims of injustice no matter where. We 
vow that we will be vigilant, and work towards a better future for the Jewish people, for this country, and 
for all humankind.     
Shabbat Shalom - Rabbi Adrian M Schell (This text has been also published in the JR of this week) 
 

SHABBAT SERVICES & EVENTS 
FRIDAY EVENING 18:00 Kabbalat Shabbat Service;  

BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS—Last Friday of every month 25 March;  

FAMILY SERVICE 18:00—23 March (Purim); 15 April; 27 May; 24 June 
SHABBAT MORNING: 08:30 - 12.00 CHEDER – Term 1: 16 January – 12 March 

08.45 TORAH BREAKFAST—every Saturday with Rabbi Schell   

10:00 SHABBAT SHACHARIT SERVICE, B’ a  a  f    ws; 
10.00 - 11.00 CHILDREN’S SERVICE; 11.00 - 12.00 YOUTH ACTIVITIES every Saturday with Kendyll 

THURSDAY NIGHT LITURGY CLASS with Rabbi Schell – every Thursday at 18.00 – 19.30; 03 March 

Rabbi Adrian M Schell – rabbi.schell@betdavid.org.za; Rabbi Julia Margolis – rabbi.margolis@betdavid.org.za 
Tel:  +27 11 7837117 / Office hours 09.00 – 14.30 (Mon-Thurs) 09.00 –13.00 (Fri & Erev Yom Tov) 

accounts@betdavid.org.za (Diane) / admin1@betdavid.org.za (Glynnis) 
admin2@betdavid.org.za (Sharon) / youth@betdavid.org.za (Kendyll)  
 www.betdavid.org.za / http://www.facebook.com/BetDavidSandton  

Emergency: CSO 0861800018; Hatzolah Medical Rescue 0832221818/info@hatzolah.co.za;  
Shalom Bayit 011 6452591; CAP 0861 227 227 / 0861 CAP CAP, to report any suspicious activity 
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