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Rabbi Adrian M Schell                                                                                              …………     .Rabbi Julia Margolis 
Rabbi Hillel Avidan, Emeritus 
 

Bet David Weekly News  
Ad Kan כאן עד  

 Shabbat HaChodesh - Parashat Tazria 08/09 April 2016 – 29 Adar II/01 Nisan 5776 
 

Thursday 07 April – 18.00 -19.30 “Rabbi, What is Kosher?”– Shiur with Rabbi Schell (Foyer) 
Friday 08 April – 18.00 Kabbalat Shabbat Service including the naming ceremony for Ronen and Angie 
Bar’s son;  L’Chaim in the foyer and Shabbat chocolates sponsored by them in honour of their simcha; 
18.00 Bet David Kids’ Club - Youth Activities with Kendyll (Youth Centre).   
Saturday 09 April – 08.30 Religion School (Term 2 starts); 08.45 Torah Breakfast with Rabbi Schell; 10.00 
Shabbat Morning Service followed by a b’rachah sponsored by Barry and Val Sinclair; 10.00 Parallel Yoga-
Shabbat Service with Karen Turis and Rabbi Margolis; 10.00 Children’s Service and Activities with Kendyll 
(Youth Centre/Garden);  
Wednesday 13 April – 10.00 Bet David Kehillah monthly committee meeting 
Thursday 14 April – 18.00 -19.30 “Rabbi, What is Kosher? Part II”– Shiur with Rabbi Schell (Foyer) 
Friday 15 April – 18.00 Family Service (involving all children) followed by a light supper sponsored by 
Monica & Steven Solomon in honour of their family’s visit to SA.  
Saturday 16 April  – 08.30 Religion School; 08.45 Torah Breakfast with Rabbi Schell; 10.00 Shabbat 
Morning Service including the welcome of Nhlanhla Sibeko as a New Jew by Choice. A b’rachah follows 
sponsored by Nhlanhla. 10.00 Children’s Service and Activities with Kendyll (Youth Centre/Garden) 
Wednesday 20 April – 18.30 Bet David and Bet David Kehillah Annual General Meeting (Shul) 
 
This coming Monday night Arlene Sher from the Holocaust Centre will be presenting the workshop 
entitled ‘Portraits of Moral Choices in the Holocaust’. This workshop is for ITJ students; however should 
there be any congregants who would like to attend please contact Rabbi Margolis in advance to arrange it 
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Yoga Service 

This Saturday, 09 April, we continue with our Yoga-Shabbat-Service parallel 
to our regular Shabbat morning service at 10.00. As part of our monthly 
Yoga service this week we have asked Greg Margolis to come and give us a talk (as 
part of the Yoga session). This on the four main branches of Yoga. 
Join Rabbi Margolis and Kundalini Yoga instructor, Karen Turis for this special 
service in the Bet David Garden weather permitting (or in the Middleton Hall if it 
rains).  Please bring sun lotion and a yoga-mattress or blanket with you. 

 

 

COME AND JOIN THE BET DAVID COMMUNITY FOR A “FFF” SUPPER 
On 6 May we will be having a Triple F Supper – 
Fish on the Braai (with salads), ‘Flippin Nice” 
Wine and Fruit Salad in the Rondavel after the 
Kabbalat Shabbat Service.  Thank you to Ron 
and Michelle Klipin and Carolina, Padraic and 
Samara Churba-Doyle for their generous 

sponsorship. Please RSVP to Monica on fs31@mweb.co.za BY WEDNESDAY for catering purposes. There 
will be no charge for this. 

Mazal Tov 
Nhlanhla Sibeko as a new Jew by Choice. (left) 
Mike and Jodi Jankelowitz on the birth of their first son on 02 April, 
brother of Romy and Alissa.   
Happy birthday to all who have birthdays during the week 04 - 10 April – 
Linda Levenberg; Susan Destombes; Harvey Leibowitz; Taryn Abrams; 
Shannon Tchetchik; Linda Rubin; Marcelle Meisel; Julian Gordon;  
Children under 14 under – Eliana Woolf; Shayna Burg. 

 

Janna (Feldman) and Martyn Balham on their wedding day, 03 April 2016. 

    
 

Thank you for recent donations 
Yahrzeit – Ruth Wallach in memory of Heinz and Ida Wallach; Martin Borstein in memory of Elsie 
Borstein; B’rachah sponsorship – Ronen and Angie Bar for the l’chaim and chocolates on 08 April in 
honour of the naming of their son; Barry and Val Sinclair for the b’rachah on 09 April.  
 

Speedy Recovery-Refuah Shleimah 
Arthur Kruger; Barry Sinclair; Bev Kroll; Brett Steingo; Fred Plein; Garth Sueltz; Greg Jordan;  Janis Jordan; 
Leah Livni; Les Kroll; Madeleine Rose-Hicklin; Nina Joselowitz; Peter Feldman; Ruth Jordan; Sonya Leiman. 
Please contact Glynnis to report illness and advise whether you would like a visit from one of our Rabbis. 
 

Condolences 
Barry Sinclair on the recent passing of his brother, Michael Sinclair. 

 

Weekly Yahrzeits 
David Blumberg remembered by Jock Blumberg.  

Zichronam livracha, may their memory be for a blessing 

mailto:fs31@mweb.co.za
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Bet David Kehillah  
Bet David Kitchen—Home-made delicacies available from our own kitchen! Place orders by Monday with 
Sharon 011 7837117/admin2@betdavid.org.za for collection on Friday 12h00. Please note: Last orders 
before Pesach on Monday 11 April. Kitchen re-opens after Pesach on 03 May 2016. 
Monthly Feeding Schemes Food Collection – Sunday 17 April at Pick n Pay Hyde Park, Morningside and 
South Road. Please contact Lesley Rosenberg 0832366823 if you can help for an hour or more. Please also 
continue to place non-perishable groceries in the trommel in the foyer for our feeding schemes. 
 

Dear Congregants, 
The 44th Annual General Meeting of Bet David and the 42nd AGM of Bet David Kehillah will take place at 
Bet David on Wednesday 20 April 2016 at 18h30. This is an important event in the annual Bet David 
programme and an opportunity for our congregation to get feedback on the past year’s activities of Bet 
David and its affiliate organisations as well as to discuss the future. An update on the Bet David Campus 
development will be provided as well as details of other planned activities. Official notices and the agenda 
have been sent to the email addresses on record.  
Nominations to stand for the Management Committee should be submitted at least 7 days in advance of 
the meeting. We look forward to seeing you at the AGM and welcome your support. 
Desmond Sweke, Chairman 

 

RABBI MARGOLIS’ WEEKLY COLUMN 
Dear all,  
I presume that by now you may have heard about The Cape Council of the SA Jewish 
Board of Deputies, being taken to the Cape High Court by SACRED (and others) for 
“discrimination of women on the basis of gender”. The Board placed a ban on women 
singing at Jewish secular communal events. 
We (SACRED) have received tremendous support from a number of people, including 
from top ranking members within our own Progressive Movement, as well as from all 
over the world. I have also received a few emails that tended towards being critical of 

the action that SACRED is taking. It is with this in mind, that I reprint below the gist of my response(s) to 
such criticism:  
Speaking from a SACRED perspective, it this very “type of situation/threat” that was one of the main 
reasons for which SACRED was set up. Also noting SACRED’s parent in Israel, IRAC’s recent court victory 
for the “Women of the Wall”. 
Firstly, let me say that I am certainly not opposed to “talking” with the board, which I will continue to do 
(and on which board I also serve). Though some, critical of the action we are now taking, feel that a 
“gently gently approach, extending somewhere into infinity” would not ruffle feathers. Here I must be 
open with you, that things are indeed much more difficult for me as a woman/woman leader, this even in 
our own progressive community here in SA, so spare a moment of thought for just how “wrong/hard 
things are” for women under a more conservative community - I shudder to think. 
While we (SACRED) do not go around looking for battles, under my watch we will certainly not run away 
from (a justified) one either, especially when we know that what is going on is NOT OK, and we have a 
better than reasonable chance of fixing it, hopefully through dialogue. Though if there are those that 
need a little coaxing into the 21st century, then so be it. 
I am also told that we may “embarrass ourselves” by getting into such a “public” conflict, with our more 
conservative colleagues, but I must express that I am firmly of the opinion that I (We) are not the ones 
that should be embarrassed about our conduct. In fact we should be proud (in a modest way) of doing the 
right thing. 
Again, with respect to engaging with the SAJBD, this has been going on for far too long already (without 
resolution). I have a letter on record from 2013, when the SAJBD wrote back to SACRED (after lengthy 
discussions at that time) flatly rejecting a straightforward request. While from my side I am certainly 
doing all I can to talk with the Board, in a sense they need to understand (in a very real way) that this has 
gone on for long enough – this time around we are serious – change is coming.  
Wishing you a peaceful weekend. Shabbat Shalom - Rabbi Julia Margolis.  
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The portions of Tazria and Metzora are 
perhaps for many of you very 
uncomfortable portions of the Torah, 
dealing with all kinds of issues related to 
ritual purity and impurity.  
Ritual impurity, or tumah, has nothing to 
do with hygiene. Instead, tumah is a 
spiritual state that prevents a person 

from participating in the worship life of the community. 
One becomes impure through a variety of means, all of 
which are perfectly natural, such as illness, childbirth, 
physical discharges and contact with a corpse. Purity and 
impurity are not related to good or evil. However, impurity 
is considered to be a spiritual disability.  
For example, Tzaraat, the skin affliction that is discussed 
at length in this part of the Torah, is not the biological 
disease Leprosy - as it has historically been translated - but 
rather a state that the Torah understands as the physical 
manifestation of a spiritual or ritual problem. This is not a 
medical treatise, nor are the Kohanim (the priests) serving 
as paramedics. Rather, tumah is a purely ritual concern, 
and as the ritual leaders of the community, it falls upon 
the priesthood to facilitate purification for those who find 
themselves in a state of impurity. 
The laws presented in this and the next parasha have long 
been the basis for numerous rabbinic homilies against the 
spread of lashon ha-ra — literally “evil speech” or gossip. 
Metzora, the rabbis conjectured, sounded just like motzi-
ra–the bringing forth of evil with the mouth. Cause and 
effect: if one is guilty of lashon ha-ra, one will be afflicted by tzaraat and thus becomes a Metzora. But the 
Torah tells us that tzaraat is not a permanent condition. One can become healthy again. Neither the 
condition, nor the sin that precipitated it, is hopeless. There is always the possibility of Teshuva–expiation 
for one’s misdeed–and a process by which the unclean “Metzora” could again become pure and rejoin the 
community. This process always exists for us, no matter what our sin was. 
Shabbat Shalom - Rabbi Adrian M Schell (Cited after JD. Cohen in http://www.myjewishlearning.com) 

 

SHABBAT SERVICES & EVENTS 
FRIDAY EVENING 18:00 Kabbalat Shabbat Service;  

KIDS’ CLUB YOUTH ACTIVITIES 18:00 - 19.00 for ages 3–10 weekly with Kendyll, excl. Family Services  

BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS—Last Friday of every month 29 April;  

FAMILY SERVICE 18:00—15 April; 27 May; 24 June 
SHABBAT MORNING: 08:30 - 12.00 CHEDER – Term 2: Resumes 09 April – 18 June 

08.45 TORAH BREAKFAST—every Saturday with Rabbi Schell   
10:00 SHABBAT SHACHARIT SERVICE, B’rachah follows; 

10:00 YOGA SERVICE: 09 April 2016 

10.00 - 11.00 CHILDREN’S SERVICE; 11.00 - 12.00 YOUTH ACTIVITIES every Saturday with Kendyll 

THURSDAY NIGHT LITURGY CLASS with Rabbi Schell – Thursday at 18.00 – 19.30; 07 and 14 April 
Rabbi Adrian M Schell – rabbi.schell@betdavid.org.za; Rabbi Julia Margolis – rabbi.margolis@betdavid.org.za 

Tel:  +27 11 7837117 / Office hours 09.00 – 14.30 (Mon-Thurs) 09.00 –13.00 (Fri & Erev Yom Tov) 
accounts@betdavid.org.za (Diane) / admin1@betdavid.org.za (Glynnis) 
admin2@betdavid.org.za (Sharon) / youth@betdavid.org.za (Kendyll)  
 www.betdavid.org.za / http://www.facebook.com/BetDavidSandton  

Emergency: CSO 0861800018; Hatzolah Medical Rescue 0832221818/info@hatzolah.co.za;  
Shalom Bayit 011 6452591; CAP 0861 227 227 / 0861 CAP CAP, to report any suspicious activity 

Torah Reading for Shabbat HaChodesh / Tazria 
Leviticus 12:1-13:59 - Exodus 12:1-20 

(Reading Lev. 12:1 - 13:20; P p.735; H p.460);  
Haftarah: Ezekiel 45:16-25 (P 1457 H p.1001) 

Torah Study with Rabbi Schell  
this Shabbat at 08h45 

Podcast of Rabbi Schell’s weekly Sermons 
Tuesdays on Radio Today (10h30) or:  

http://goo.gl/LsHQrY. 
In Parashat Tazria God commands Moses to 
tell the Israelites that when a woman at 
childbirth has a boy, she is to be considered 
unclean for 7 days and then remain in a state 
of blood purification for 33 days, while if she 
has a girl, she is to be unclean 14 days and 
then remain in a state of blood purification for 
66 days. Upon completing her period of 
purification, she has to bring a sin offering. 
Further, God tells Moses and Aaron that when 
a person had a swelling, rash, discoloration, 
scaly affection, inflammation, or burn, it has to 
be reported to the priest, who has to examine 
it to determine whether the person was clean 
or unclean. The reading continues with those 
examinations and how the priests have to 
handle them.  
 

Join Rabbi Schell for a discussion on  
“What is kosher and what is the 
progressive understanding of Kashrut?” 
on Thursday 07 and 14 April at 18.00. 
Everyone is welcome to join the discussion. 

mailto:rabbi.schell@betdavid.org.za
mailto:accounts@betdavid.org.za
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