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Rabbi Adrian M Schell                                                                                              …………     .Rabbi Julia Margolis 
Rabbi Hillel Avidan, Emeritus 
 

Bet David Weekly News  

Ad Kan כאן עד  

Shabbat Emor [13/14 May 2016 – 12/13 Iyar 5776] 
 

Thursday 12 May – 18.00-19.30 “The Prayers of our Siddur”– class with Rabbi Schell (Foyer) 
Friday 13 May – 18.00 Kabbalat Shabbat Service followed by a L’chaim sponsored by Kevin and Jeremy 
Kahn; 18.00 Youth Activities with Kendyll (Youth Centre).   
Saturday 14 May – 08.30 Cheder; 08.45 Torah Breakfast with Rabbi Schell; 10.00 Shabbat Morning 
Service, followed by a b’rachah (sponsor welcome); 10.00 Children’s Service and Activities with Kendyll 
(Youth Centre/Garden)  
Thursday 19 May – 18.00-19.30 “The Prayers of our Siddur”– class with Rabbi Schell (Foyer) 
Friday 20 May – 18.00 Kabbalat Shabbat Service; 18.00 Youth Activities with Kendyll (Youth Centre).   
Saturday 21 May – 08.30 Cheder; 08.45 Torah Breakfast with Rabbi Schell; 10.00 Shabbat Morning 
Service, followed by a b’rachah (sponsor welcome); 10.00 Children’s Service and Activities with Kendyll 
(Youth Centre/Garden)  
Sunday 22 May – 09.00–13.00 – Kehillah Feeding Scheme Food Collection @ Pick n Pay Hyde Park, 
Morningside and South Road. If you can assist for one hour, please call Lesley Rosenberg 0832366823 
Sunday 29 May – 15.00 - Ambassadors in conversation: Dealing with a complicated past, creating a 
common future, Venue: Johannesburg Holocaust & Genocide Centre, 1 Duncombe Road, Johannesburg 
 

Join us this Friday (13 May) for a L’Chaim in the foyer after the service, sponsored by Kevin and Jeremy 
Kahn in honour of Kevin’s birthday on 15 May. 

 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES AND SHABBAT SERVICES  

Join Kendyll this Friday at 18.00 for great fun activities (age 5 to 10) 

and on Shabbat morning for her children’s service from 10.00 to 11.00 followed by fun  

activities till 12.00. We are looking forward to seeing you! 
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Bet David Kehillah’s Omer Project 
Counting of the Omer began on Sunday, 24 April for 50 days in support of 

Kehillah’s Feeding Schemes. Place your name and those of your loved ones on 
the list to donate one day’s food parcel for only R100 to Kehillah. Sign up on 
the sheet on the notice board in the Bet David Foyer, or call the shul office.  

EFT to Bet David Sisterhood, Nedbank Sandton Account 1970476214, 
branch 197005.  

Thank you for your great support! 
 

Bet David Kehillah  
Celebrate a Simcha with your community - for information call the office 011 7837117. 
Monthly Feeding Schemes Food Collection – Sunday 22 May at Pick n Pay Hyde Park, Morningside and 
South Road. Please contact Lesley Rosenberg 0832366823 if you can help for an hour or more. Please also 
continue to place non-perishable groceries in the trommel in the foyer for our feeding schemes.  

 

Mazal Tov 
Bet David Kehillah 50/50 Club Draw – March winner: Molly Smith who re-donated her winnings to 

Kehillah; April winner: Mavis Yawitch; May winner: Tamsyn Kupritz. 
Happy birthday to all who have birthdays during the week 09 to 15 May – Dr Leslie Berman;   

Minna Smollen; Gillian Sher; Kevin Kahn; Hanna Carpel; Gemma Windrum;  Britt Rubin;  
Children under 14 under – Jake Frankel; Megan Frankel.  

Welcome to new member: Michael Brookstone 
 

Thank you for recent donations  
Yahrzeit – Gerald Kann in memory of Lothar, Theodore and Paul Kann;   General - Beryl Berman for the 

donation of knitted beanies and baby/children’s jerseys to Bet David Kehillah, for various charities; 
FFF Supper: Ian and Keri Hacker for all their invaluable help preparing the delicious fish; Monica and 
Steve Solomon for organising the dinner and to sponsors Ron Klipin and Carolina & Samara Churba-

Doyle; Kevin Kahn sponsoring the l’chaim this Shabbat. 

 

Speedy Recovery-Refuah Shleimah 
Leah Livni; Arthur Kruger; Brett Steingo; Denise Rubin; Fred Plein; Garth Sueltz;  

Geoff Cotton (father of Kimberley Craul); Louise Isaacs; Greg and Ruth Jordan; Nina Joselowitz;  
Sonya Leiman; Cliff and Ann Paine (parents of Janine Tobin). 

Please contact Glynnis to report illness and advise whether you would like a visit from one of our Rabbis. 
 

Weekly Yahrzeits 
Max Levenberg remembered by Peter Levenberg; Roger Buhai remembered by Daniella Meisel; Lothar 
Kann remembered by Gerald Kann; Theodore and Paul Kann remembered by Gerald Kann; Isaac 
Gershon Licht remembered by Roy Licht; Burt Dorsett remembered by Monica Solomon; Rose Meisel 
remembered by Raymond Meisel; Janet Stuhler remembered by Barry, Joel and Candace Stuhler; 
Reuben Gluckman remembered by Paul Gluckman and Sellwyn Gluckman; Laurie Balabanoff 
remembered by Tony Balabanoff. 

Condolences to  
Reeva Forman, Chair of Temple Israel Hillbrow, on the passing of her brother Stanley Forman,  

husband of Grace and father of Rob Forman. 
Jeremy and Kevin Kahn on the passing of their aunt, Molly Kahn. 

Zichronam livracha, may their memory be for a blessing 
 

Shavuot and Pentecost in the Jewish and Christian tradition. 
Together with Rev. Michael Diezun from the Midrand Lutheran Church & St Johannes Lutheran Church 
Kelvin, Rabbi Schell invites you to a joint study session about “Shavuot and Pentecost in the Jewish and 
Christian tradition” on Thursday 2 June @ 18.00 at Bet David. Please RSVP to admin2@betdavid.org.za. 

mailto:admin2@betdavid.org.za
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  RABBI MARGOLIS’ WEEKLY COLUMN 

OPEN LETTER TO CHIEF RABBI WARREN GOLDSTEIN 
Dear Chief Rabbi,  
We have over the years met and spoken on several occasions, I have also had the 
opportunity of hearing you speak at various community events. It is clear to me that you 
are a deep thinker, an inspirational orator and an incredibly committed human being. I 
have on most occasions certainly found myself nodding in agreement with what you've 
been saying. I read carefully your 'open communication' on this year’s Yom HaShoa, and 
after deep thought felt strongly to write this. I do so (knowing that we have a very serious 

disagreement on this point) and I do so with respect to you and your office. 
It is evident from your communication, that this matter (Kol Isha) concerns you greatly. In this (while we 
find ourselves on opposite ends) we share a commonality of great concern. We (SACRED) and I give you 
every assurance, are not using the day to "score political points," we are though specifically drawing 
attention to this day, precisely because it aligns with such precision, and such importance - to the 
"principal and grave dangers of discrimination" - in any of its forms.  
As you so correctly pointed out "Hitler did not care if a Jew was a man or woman, reform or orthodox." In 
his mind - a Jew was a Jew - and that alone licensed him to discriminate. If one allows, condones or 
encourages "discrimination" in any form, (even if subtle at first,) it most often leads straight down a 
slippery slope.   
I often wonder why we as Jews were, and to this day are continually discriminated against, with the sheer 
force that we are?  Sometimes in a quiet moment I am reminded of an ancient Jewish sect that separated 
themselves from those of their time. They lived on the eastern side of the Dead Sea, and lived ostensibly 
by seven laws. The first of which is very well known; "like attracts like" or behave to someone the way in 
which you'd expect them to behave towards you.  
As their laws continue they become more subtle, but nonetheless powerful. I shall only draw to your 
attention the next, or second of their laws which says; "you will attract to you, that which you judge" - 
That is to say, if you are an honest person, but hold a deep-seated judgment (discrimination) against 
dishonest people - you will attract dishonest people to you - it appears on the surface as a contradiction 
to the first law, but some deeper thought will show that it is actually not. 
If we as a nation Judge (discriminate) against one another (to the extent that we do, Ashkenazi/ 
Sfaradi/Reform/Orthodox/man/woman etc.) then as a nation, we will attract this to ourselves - which we 
do. Above all, this (discrimination) is man-made, that is to say (while you are respected as my senior in 
years/ experience and stature etc.) Still, as one Rabbi to another, you are well aware that NOwhere in our 
Torah does G-d (or any other sage) say that a woman cannot sing in front of a man – NOwhere - what 
comes after is "interpretation" and rest assured such "interpretation" was done by man or more-so a 
group of men. 
You say that "Kola Isha" is to protect me, and there may have been an element of truth to that many 
years ago, but today it is to portray us as "potential victims" which victim I am not. Today instead of 
moving forward, we have taken a giant step backwards, even your predecessor Rabbi Harris had no issue 
listening to a woman sing, and so too his predecessors? 
Lastly, two of the speeches really moved most anyone seated there; Veronica Philipps and as well the 
German Ambassador Walter Lindner (I shudder to imagine being in his shoes,) having to stand up there 
straight after Veronica’s tremendously moving speech, but he did, he came and he spoke to us - he was 
there. I look at the Germany of today (whom the ambassador represents) and marvel at such a 
phenomenal success story. 
I remember too even though I was a young daughter of the Soviet Union, hearing President Ronald 
Reagan saying to my President (Gorbachev) "Mr. President, the wall must come down, it must come 
down." Germany then healed from within, East and West became one Germany - became such an 
incredible success story. Chief Rabbi Goldstein, the discrimination must come to an end - it must end! 
With greatest respect 
Warm Regards  
Rabbi Julia Margolis, Chairman, SACRED 
Link to an interview given by Rabbi Margolis on this issue: http://jozi91072.podomatic.com/entry/2016-05-10T05_06_10-07_00  

http://jozi91072.podomatic.com/entry/2016-05-10T05_06_10-07_00
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A teacher asks his student, “What is the 
essence of the Shabbat?” She responds, 
“The essence of Shabbat is that it is a sign of 
God’s creation of all things in seven days.” 
“No,” the teacher responds, “that is not the 
real essence of Shabbat. What really 
represents the fundamental meaning of the 
day?” The student tries again. “Shabbat is 

the eternal sign of God’s bond with the Jewish people” The 
teacher shakes his head, disappointed. “What you have said is 
true,” he says, “but that is not the most important thing you 
have to remember about the day.” Puzzled, the student gives 
in, and waits to hear about the real meaning of Shabbat. “The real essence of the day,” he tells her, “the 
thing you most have to remember, is… we do not rip toilet paper on Shabbat.” (R’ Alexander Kaye) 
This story is comical, but also tragic. As it happens there are laws about toilet paper on Shabbat, and 
many other things besides. But these laws are not meant to obscure, but rather to express and enhance, 
the values that lie behind them. At its base, this tale represents a question that many Jews confront 
frequently. Reading the Torah and seeing law after law, restriction after restriction, how can we learn to 
approach Judaism for what it really is – a positive commitment to principles of infinite value? 
Three times within the Torah we find a formulation that deals with compensation for physical harm 
inflicted by one person upon another. In our Torah reading for this week we are told: “… if a man maim 
his neighbour; as he hath done, so shall it be done to him: breach for breach, eye for eye, tooth for tooth; 
as he hath maimed a man, so shall it be rendered unto him. (Leviticus 24.17-22)” 
This law of compensation as stated in the Torah has not only been for centuries an accusation by anti-
Semites that the law of the Torah is brutal, it has been also for interpreters of the Torah a challenge. 
Rabbinic interpretation has never regarded the elucidation of the Torah as a literal instruction for 
compensation, to the contrary. For them the “Lex talionis”, the law of retaliation, is based upon the 
principle that “the punishment must fit the crime.” Rather than calling for the deliberate physical injury to 
others as revenge, the Torah created “a law of equivalence”. E.g. if an eye was lost, one paid the worth of 
an eyes. But rabbinic tradition also refined the principle of equivalent compensation by ruling that 
payment must take into consideration disability, pain, cost of medical care, loss of earnings, and shame.  
Realising that injury to the body or the loss of a limb, can never fully compensated and could spark bloody 
revenge, Jewish tradition mandates a just form of compensation and reconciliation. In doing so, it 
advances the cause of justice, the pursuit of peace, and reveals for us a positive commitment to the 
principles of the Torah and how we should approach the laws of the Torah.   
Shabbat Shalom Rabbi Adrian M Schell (Source: Harvey J Fields, Parashat Emor) 
 

SHABBAT SERVICES & EVENTS 
FRIDAY EVENING 18:00 Kabbalat Shabbat Service;  

KIDS’ CLUB YOUTH ACTIVITIES 18:00 - 19.00 for ages 3–10 weekly with Kendyll, excl. Family Services  

BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS—Last Friday of every month 27 May   FAMILY SERVICE 18:00— 27 May; 17 June 

SHABBAT MORNING: 08:30 - 12.00 CHEDER – Term 2: 09 April – 18 June 

08.45 TORAH BREAKFAST WITH RABBI SCHELL — every Saturday  
10:00 SHABBAT SHACHARIT SERVICE, B’rachah follows in the Rondavel 

10:00 YOGA-SHABBAT SERVICE:  04 June 

10.00 - 11.00 CHILDREN’S SERVICE; 11.00 - 12.00 YOUTH ACTIVITIES every Saturday with Kendyll 

THURSDAY NIGHT LITURGY CLASS with Rabbi Schell – Thursdays at 18.00 – 19.30; 05 May 
Rabbi Adrian M Schell – rabbi.schell@betdavid.org.za; Rabbi Julia Margolis – rabbi.margolis@betdavid.org.za 

Tel:  +27 11 7837117 / Office hours 09.00 – 14.30 (Mon-Thurs) 09.00 –13.00 (Fri & Erev Yom Tov) 
accounts@betdavid.org.za (Diane) / admin1@betdavid.org.za (Glynnis) 
admin2@betdavid.org.za (Sharon) / youth@betdavid.org.za (Kendyll)  
 www.betdavid.org.za / http://www.facebook.com/BetDavidSandton  

Emergency: CSO 0861800018; Hatzolah Medical Rescue 0832221818/info@hatzolah.co.za;  
Shalom Bayit 011 6452591; CAP 0861 227 227 / 0861 CAP CAP, to report any suspicious activity 

Torah Reading for Shabbat Emor 
Leviticus 21:1-24:23 

(Reading Lev 21:1-22:3; P p.819; H p.513);  
Haftarah: Ezekiel 44:15-44:31 (P 846); H p.528) 
Parashat Emor, The parashah provides purity 
rules for priests, recounts the festivals, and 
tells the story of a blasphemer. 

Torah Study with Rabbi Schell  
every Shabbat morning at 08h45 

Podcast of Rabbi Schell’s weekly Sermons 
Tuesdays on Radio Today (10h30) or:  

http://goo.gl/LsHQrY. 

mailto:rabbi.schell@betdavid.org.za
mailto:accounts@betdavid.org.za
mailto:admin1@betdavid.org.za
mailto:admin2@betdavid.org.za
http://www.betdavid.org.za/
http://www.facebook.com/BetDavidSandton
mailto:0832221818/info@hatzolah.co.za
http://goo.gl/LsHQrY
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Temple Israel 80th Anniversary – Commemorative Magazine 
The seeds of Progressive Reform Judaism were first sown in South Africa in 1930. In June 1931, the South 
African Jewish Religious Union for Liberal Judaism was established and, two years later, Rabbi Moses 
Cyrus Weiler was brought to Johannesburg by the committee. He became the first Progressive Reform 
Rabbi in South Africa. 
Temple Israel was built in 1936 and became the first home for Progressive Jews. Today, 80 years later, the 
Mother Synagogue of Progressive Judaism in South Africa still stands proud as a place of Jewish culture 
and religion in Hillbrow, Johannesburg. 
We are producing a magazine to celebrate Temple Israel’s 80th anniversary. The commemorative 
magazine will include a comprehensive history of Temple Israel, the Progressive movement, the Reform 
shuls throughout South Africa, the national and local sisterhoods, Netzer and more. 
It will be distributed to guests at the 80th anniversary event on Saturday 9 July 2016 and to VIPs in South 
Africa and abroad. 
Darryl Egnal from Bet David will be editing and producing the publication. If you would like to support the 
magazine in any way, through memories of Temple Israel, messages of congratulations, or advertising 
your company/organisation, please email Darryl for information, deadlines and specifications  – 
darryl@creativeheart.co.za – or collect the printed forms left in the foyer of the shul. 
Please note: The deadlines are tight as we only have about six weeks to put this magazine together. 
Therefore, please send your contributions to Darryl as soon as possible. 

 

SAAPR Press Release 10 May 2016, 2 Iyar 5776 
South African Association of Progressive Rabbis (SAAPR) response to letter from  
Orthodox Chief Rabbi Goldstein, read on Fri 6 May 
 
The SAAPR read with disappointment Rabbi Goldstein’s response to the prohibition of women singing at the Yom 
Hashoah ceremony.  As he did, we mourned not only the tragedy of the Shoah but the using of this ceremony as a 
battleground for the broader issue of women’s singing in Jewish community events, and we stand alongside the 
majority of the broader Jewish community who take offense at this policy – including the Orthodox and Progressive 
communal figures and bodies such as the Union of Jewish Women, Bnoth Zion and SACRED that have thrown their 
weight against the uncompromising position of the Board of Deputies. 
  
Rabbi Goldstein seems to have ignored the fact that this issue only arose became of the change of policy by the 
Board of Deputies from including women to excluding women and that there have indeed been ongoing 
negotiations and discussions with the Board ever since with no result.   It is hurtful to everyone involved to realise 
that he only seems to have realised that there was a conflict when 
someone took the Board to a secular court. 
 
The truth that Rabbi Goldstein is well aware of, is that having a 
woman sing does not, as he states, exclude those who follow this 
halacha from attending Yom Hashoa, and in fact there are 
examples of similar ceremonies across the Jewish world that have 
used mixed choirs, women singing at well-advertised times, and 
other compromises to ensure that there is real unity and everyone 
is included.  What Rabbi Goldstein seems to see as unity is that the 
95% of the Jewish community who would welcome the voice of a 
woman be forced to compromise without any accompanying 
compromise from the 5% who seek it.  Let him read the 
considerable weighty halachic materials that give ample room for a 
rabbi with courage and the will to find a halachic way. 
 
The SAAPR joins Rabbi Goldstein in his call for communal unity, for 
dignity for the Shoah victims and for dialogue and communication 
to bring a meaningful resolution to this issue. 
Rabbi Greg Alexander  

mailto:darryl@creativeheart.co.za

