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Rabbi Adrian M Schell                                                                                              …………     .Rabbi Julia Margolis 
Rabbi Hillel Avidan, Emeritus 
 

Bet David Weekly News  

Ad Kan כאן עד  

Shabbat Behar [20/21 May 2016 – 12/13 Iyar 5776] 
 

Thursday 19 May – 18.00-19.30 “The Prayers of our Siddur”– class with Rabbi Schell (Foyer) 
Friday 20 May – 18.00 Kabbalat Shabbat Service; 18.00 Youth Activities with Kendyll (Youth Centre).   
Saturday 21 May – 08.30 Cheder; 08.45 Torah Breakfast with Rabbi Schell; 10.00 Shabbat Morning 
Service, followed by a b’rachah (sponsor welcome); 10.00 Children’s Service and Activities with Kendyll 
(Youth Centre/Garden)  
Sunday 22 May – 09.00–13.00 – Kehillah Feeding Scheme Food Collection @ Pick n Pay Hyde Park, 
Morningside and South Road. If you can assist for one hour, please call Lesley Rosenberg 0832366823 
Friday 27 May – 18.00 FAMILY Kabbalat Shabbat Service (includes all children); May Birthday blessings – 
chocolates sponsored by Len Gronemann in honour of his birthday; Service is followed by a PIZZA supper 
sponsored by Craig and Claire Lewis as a farewell before the family relocates to the UK.  
Saturday 28 May – 08.30 Cheder; 08.45 Torah Breakfast with Rabbi Schell; 10.00 Shabbat Morning 
Service includes the Bar Mitzvah of Jarod Wolman followed by a b’rachah sponsored by his parents, 
Darrel and Gillian Wolman;  10.00 Children’s Service and Activities with Kendyll (Youth Centre/Garden) 
[Rabbi Schell at Temple Israel] 
Sunday 29 May – 15.00 - Ambassadors in conversation: Dealing with a complicated past, creating a 
common future, Venue: Johannesburg Holocaust & Genocide Centre, 1 Duncombe Road, Johannesburg 

 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES AND SHABBAT SERVICES  

Join Kendyll this Friday at 18.00 for great fun activities (age 5 to 10) 

and on Shabbat morning for her children’s service from 10.00 to 11.00 followed by fun  

activities till 12.00. We are looking forward to seeing you! 

Join us on 27 May at 18.00 for our monthly FAMILY SERVICE followed by a light supper with 

Pizza. Bring your friends along! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P
le

a
se

 b
o

o
k 

n
o

w
! 



 

 

Bet David, Morningside                                        Ad Kan עד כאן                                                     Page 2 

 
 

Bet David Kehillah’s Omer Project 
Counting of the Omer began on Sunday, 24 April for 50 days in support of 

Kehillah’s Feeding Schemes. Place your name and those of your loved ones on 
the list to donate one day’s food parcel for only R100 to Kehillah. Sign up on 
the sheet on the notice board in the Bet David Foyer, or call the shul office.  

EFT to Bet David Sisterhood, Nedbank Sandton Account 1970476214, 
branch 197005.  

Thank you to all those who have supported this Project to date!  A full list of 
donors will be included in Ad Kan after the Omer! 

 

Bet David Kehillah  
Celebrate a Simcha with your community - for information call the office 011 7837117. 
Monthly Feeding Schemes Food Collection – Sunday 22 May at Pick n Pay Hyde Park, Morningside and 
South Road. Please contact Lesley Rosenberg 0832366823 if you can help for an hour or more. Please also 
continue to place non-perishable groceries in the trommel in the foyer for our feeding schemes.  

 

Mazal Tov 
Bet David Executive Committee elected at the first ManCom meeting –  

Desmond Sweke (Chair); Jenny Correia (Vice-chair); Geoff van Flymen (Hon. Treasurer) 
Happy birthday to all who have birthdays during the week 16 to 22 May – Kendyll Jacobson; Rachel 

Goodman; Celeste Kann; Lynne Raphaely; Pam Sher; Brett Caminsky; Jean Weinstein; Diane Kuhlenthal; 
Brigida Herzfield; Arlene Bonin; David Fineberg.  

Welcome to new members - Adrian and Beatrice Lewis 
 

Thank you for recent donations  
General - Compucart CC (Rowan Fine) for the printer cartridge for the shul office; Shabbat chocolates 
13.05 sponsored by Giddy Lief in memory of her father Stanley Lief. 
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Speedy Recovery-Refuah Shleimah 
Carol Leibov (cousin of Myrna Margo); Leah Livni; Arthur Kruger; Brett Steingo; Fred Plein; Garth Sueltz; 
Sharon Sack (mother of Jacqui Sack); Geoff Cotton (father of Kimberley Craul); Greg and Ruth Jordan; 

Michelle Eliason; Nina Joselowitz; Sonya Leiman; Cliff and Ann Paine (parents of Janine Tobin);  
Pearl Seigel, Sandra Myerson (mother of Candice Woolf). 

Please contact Glynnis to report illness and advise whether you would like a visit from one of our Rabbis. 
 

Weekly Yahrzeits 
Bryan Bengis remembered by Gail Assaizky; Boris Stern remembered by Eva Frohlich; Esther Brittan 
remembered by John Brittan; Larry Echakowitz remembered by Melanie Bailey; Molly-lou Brandweiner 
remembered by Monica Solomon; Annie Leiman remembered by Mick Leiman; Stanley Lief remembered 
by Giddy and Rhona Lief.  Zichronam livracha, may their memory be for a blessing 
 

Lewandowski Chorale Fun Fundraising Quiz Night! 
Monday 23 May, 19:00 for 19:30; Parkhurst Recreation Centre. 

Topics include general knowledge, current affairs, sports, history and music. Cool 
prizes to be won! All proceeds go towards the Chorale’s tour to the Lewandowski 
Festival in Berlin, December 2016. R150 pp. Food and drink on sale, cash only! 
Tickets http://webtickets.co.za/event.aspx?itemid=1463321260 or at the door. 
Enquiries ashleysweke@icon.co.za 

 

Shavuot and Pentecost in the Jewish and Christian tradition. 
Together with Rev. Michael Diezun from the Midrand Lutheran Church & St Johannes Lutheran Church 
Kelvin, Rabbi Schell invites you to a joint study session about “Shavuot and Pentecost in the Jewish and 
Christian tradition” on Thursday 2 June @ 18.00 at Bet David. Please RSVP to admin2@betdavid.org.za. 
 

TEMPLE ISRAEL NEEDS YOU! 
Temple Israel Hillbrow in Johannesburg, the Mother synagogue of the SA Progressive Reform Movement, 
is celebrating its 80th anniversary in July 2016. Reeva Forman is looking for a volunteer to help her 
organise this event on a part-time or full-time basis for the next one to two months. Must have own 
transport. Travel expenses and a small stipend will be paid for this position. If you have time and would 
like to help make this milestone event the best Temple Israel has seen so far, please call Reeva Forman as 
soon as possible on (011) 726 2025 or email reeva@intekom.co.za. 

 
  

http://webtickets.co.za/event.aspx?itemid=1463321260
mailto:admin2@betdavid.org.za
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After several chapters about purity and the 
sacrificial system, our Torah portion “Behar”,  
feels  necessary to refer back once again to 
the time of the revelation of the Torah.  This 
chapter appears as if it is an afterthought, 
something that Moses had neglected to 
mention until now.  
I am saying this due to the sheer fact that 

we have read the last few weeks more or less nothing else 

than how to do sacrifices or to maintain holiness. Leviticus is 

actually not a history book. Its first part seems more to be the 

User's Manual for the sanctuary – with its instructions and 

events. Leviticus effectively occupies just four weeks and that means that even by Leviticus 25 we are still 

in the early days of what is to become a forty-year odyssey through the wilderness. The Israelites are still 

a disorganised rabble, they have no land, no crops, no harvests – they have no need for any Sabbatical 

years, and their journey will in any case eventually stop short of the time required for a Jubilee as well.  

And right there, we are switched abruptly back to the top of Sinai, receiving instructions that seems to be 

out of context: ''When you come into the land which I will give you....'' 

Suddenly we are thinking long-term, strategically, we are thinking in terms of land and vineyards and 

fields and orchards, we are thinking in half-centuries and what to do to correct any imbalances in land-

ownership that may develop. We receive a wonderful vision of a society based on checks and balances 

and respect for the mortality of man and the shortness of human ownership and the eternity of a 

Covenant and a God. So – Why is it necessary to state suddenly that these laws were given on Mount 

Sinai? – It is as though the Torah text, having got distracted into allowing itself to muse upon the 

problems of skin diseases and issued decrees concerning the moral duties incumbent upon all to care for 

and 'love' the blind, the crippled, the deaf, the poor, the stranger – suddenly has to pull itself together 

and return to the mode of ''As I was saying......''.  

Having dealt with some inconvenient and rather messy incidents in the present, the Torah can now look 

again to the future – the presumed future, the presumed imminent future. God will give us the Land, and 

all we can do is to possess it in a form of leasehold; the terms will be strict; the Land must not be bled dry, 

its resources wasted, we need to protect it for the next generations to come. The early Zionists took this 

vision and worked hard at it, building up an Israel worth claiming as our homeland, even though it is not 

perfect (yet), and creating a model for many to follow.  

Shabbat Shalom Rabbi Adrian M Schell (Source: Rabbi Dr. Walter Rothschild.) 
 

SHABBAT SERVICES & EVENTS 
FRIDAY EVENING 18:00 Kabbalat Shabbat Service;  

KIDS’ CLUB YOUTH ACTIVITIES 18:00 - 19.00 for ages 3–10 weekly with Kendyll, excl. Family Services  

BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS—Last Friday of every month 27 May   FAMILY SERVICE 18:00— 27 May; 17 June 
SHABBAT MORNING: 08:30 - 12.00 CHEDER – Term 2: 09 April – 18 June 

08.45 TORAH BREAKFAST WITH RABBI SCHELL — every Saturday  
10:00 SHABBAT SHACHARIT SERVICE, B’rachah follows in the Rondavel 

10:00 YOGA-SHABBAT SERVICE:  04 June 

10.00 - 11.00 CHILDREN’S SERVICE; 11.00 - 12.00 YOUTH ACTIVITIES every Saturday with Kendyll 

THURSDAY NIGHT LITURGY CLASS with Rabbi Schell – Thursdays at 18.00 – 19.30; 05 May 

Rabbi Adrian M Schell – rabbi.schell@betdavid.org.za; Rabbi Julia Margolis – rabbi.margolis@betdavid.org.za 
Tel:  +27 11 7837117 / Office hours 09.00 – 14.30 (Mon-Thurs) 09.00 –13.00 (Fri & Erev Yom Tov) 

accounts@betdavid.org.za (Diane) / admin1@betdavid.org.za (Glynnis) 
admin2@betdavid.org.za (Sharon) / youth@betdavid.org.za (Kendyll)  
 www.betdavid.org.za / http://www.facebook.com/BetDavidSandton  

Emergency: CSO 0861800018; Hatzolah Medical Rescue 0832221818/info@hatzolah.co.za;  
Shalom Bayit 011 6452591; CAP 0861 227 227 / 0861 CAP CAP, to report any suspicious activity 

Torah Reading for Shabbat Behar 
Leviticus 25:1-26:2 

(Reading Lev 25:1-24; P p.850; H p.531) 
The Israelites are commanded to observe a 

Sabbath-Year for the land and a jubilee year 
with its special regulations after 49 years. 

Haftarah: Jeremiah 32:6-27 (P 861); H p. 539) 
Torah Study with Rabbi Schell  

every Shabbat morning at 08h45 
Podcast of Rabbi Schell’s weekly Sermons 

Tuesdays on Radio Today (10h30) or:  
http://goo.gl/LsHQrY. 

mailto:rabbi.schell@betdavid.org.za
mailto:accounts@betdavid.org.za
mailto:admin1@betdavid.org.za
mailto:admin2@betdavid.org.za
http://www.betdavid.org.za/
http://www.facebook.com/BetDavidSandton
mailto:0832221818/info@hatzolah.co.za
http://goo.gl/LsHQrY

