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Rabbi Adrian M Schell                                                                                              …………     .Rabbi Julia Margolis 
Rabbi Hillel Avidan, Emeritus 
 

Bet David Weekly News  

Ad Kan כאן עד  

Shabbat B'chukotai [27/28 May 2016 – 19/20 Iyar 5776] 
 

Friday 27 May – 17.00 Special Lag B’Omer Activity for all children and parents with Kendyll in the Youth 
Centre; 18.00 FAMILY Kabbalat Shabbat Service (includes all children); May Birthday blessings – 
chocolates sponsored by Len Gronemann in honour of his recent birthday; Shabbat chocolates – Len 
Gronemann; Service is followed by a PIZZA supper sponsored by Craig and Claire Lewis as a farewell 
before the family relocates to the UK.  
Saturday 28 May – 08.30 Cheder; 08.45 Torah Breakfast led by Steven and Monica Solomon in the foyer; 
10.00 Shabbat Morning Service includes the Bar Mitzvah of Jarod Wolman followed by a b’rachah 
sponsored by his parents, Darrel and Gillian Wolman;  No Children’s Service and Activities with Kendyll 
[Rabbi Schell at Temple Israel] 
Sunday 29 May – 15.00 - Ambassadors in conversation: Dealing with a complicated past, creating a 
common future, Venue: Johannesburg Holocaust & Genocide Centre, 1 Duncombe Road, Forrest Town. 
By prior reservation only. 
Thursday 2 June - 18.00 – Shavuot and Pentecost in the Jewish and Christian tradition. 
Together with Rev. Michael Diezun from the Midrand Lutheran Church & St Johannes Lutheran Church 
Kelvin, Rabbi Schell invites you to a joint study session about “Shavuot and Pentecost in the Jewish and 
Christian tradition” at Bet David. Please RSVP to admin2@betdavid.org.za. 
Friday 03 June – 18.00 Kabbalat Shabbat Service includes the blessing and induction of the incoming 
Management Committee of Bet David and Bet David Kehillah; l’chaim follows in the foyer sponsored by 
Desmond and Ashley Sweke 
Saturday 04 June – 08.30 Cheder; 08.45 Torah Breakfast with Rabbi Schell; 10.00 Shabbat Morning 
Service; 10.00 Parallel Yoga-Shabbat Service with Karen Turis and Rabbi Margolis, followed by a brachah 
sponsored by Barry and Val Sinclair in honour of their 64th wedding anniversary. 10.00 Children’s Service 
and Activities with Kendyll (Youth Centre/Garden) 

 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES AND SHABBAT 

SERVICES  

17.00 Special Lag B’Omer Activity for 
all children and parents with Kendyll 

(Youth Centre) 
Join us on this Friday for our monthly FAMILY SERVICE 

followed by a light supper with Pizza. Bring your friends 

along! 

There are no Shabbat Morning activities with Kendyll this 

week, due to the Bar Mitzvah. All Children are invited to 

join the Bar Mitzvah service. 
 

Mazal Tov 
Jarod Wolman on the occasion of his Bar Mitzvah this Shabbat at Bet David. 

My name is Jarod Wolman and I have been living in Cape Town for the past year and 

half, but was born in Johannesburg on 20 May 2003. My parents are Darrel and Gillian 

and I have a younger brother Liam. I go to Oakley House School. I love playing on 

computers and playing with my friends.  
 

Happy birthday to all who have birthdays during the week 23 - 29 May – Barry Lipschitz; Brett Caminsky; 
Simon Dimant; David Abramsohn; Ron Klipin; David Lurie; Len Gronemann; Peter Trujillo; Jane Glover; 
Carole Hicklin; Anthony Hanauer; Justin Furman; Jordan Sweke; Children under 14 years– Jesse Rubin; 
Gabi Rubin.  

mailto:admin2@betdavid.org.za
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Thank you for recent donations  
Yahrzeit – Cynthia Rosen in memory of Colman Rosen; Family service supper sponsored by Craig and 
Claire Lewis; B’racha sponsorship – Darrel and Gillian Wolman in honour of Jarod’s Bar Mitzvah; Birthday 
and Shabbat chocolates sponsored by Len Gronemann in honour of his birthday.  
 

Bet David Kehillah’s Omer Project 
Counting of the Omer began on Sunday, 24 April for 50 days in support of Kehillah’s Feeding Schemes. 

Place your name and those of your loved ones on the list to donate one day’s food parcel for only R100 to 
Kehillah. Sign up on the sheet on the notice board in the Bet David Foyer, or call the shul office.  EFT to 

Bet David Sisterhood, Nedbank Sandton Account 1970476214, branch 197005.  
Thank you to all those who have supported this Project to date!   

A full list of donors will be included in Ad Kan after the Omer! 
 

On Friday 20 June, the students of our Mitzvah 
School were guests in our Kabbalat Shabbat 
Services. Before the service they had a short 
presentation by Rabbi Schell and a delicious 
Shabbat dinner, generously sponsored by Kehillah 
and prepared by Neria. 

 

Condolences to 
Arlene Bonin on the recent passing of her father, Fred Bredenkamp, 

and the passing of her brother-in-law Tony Scholefield, husband of Heather Scholefield. 
 

Welcome New Members 
Shaun Phillips and Lauryn Baxter who recently joined our congregation. 

 

Weekly Yahrzeits 
Peter Baker remembered by Carol Alexander; Ruth Speyer remembered by Doris Rothenberg; David 
Bancroft remembered by Jack Bancroft; Ernest Lewis remembered by Sandy Bruhns; Ray Bella Ross 
remembered by Michael Ross and Warren Ross; Minnie Aarons remembered by Rahle Lurie; Bernard 
Duchen, past-Chairman of Bet David; Anita Konson remembered by Lionel Konson; Elias Prag 
remembered by Mavis Yawitch; Joseph Cohen remembered by Lionel Cohen; Junior Judah Thobokgale 
remembered by Jacob Thobokgale; Jackie Wolman, Rodney Baker and Yvonne Baker remembered by 
the Wolman and Baker families.  

Zichronam livracha, may their memory be for a blessing 
 

Speedy Recovery-Refuah Shleimah 
Arthur Kruger; Brett Steingo; Carol Leibov (cousin of Myrna Margo); Cliff and Ann Paine (parents of Janine 

Tobin); Fred Plein; Garth Sueltz; Geoff Cotton (father of Kimberley Craul); Greg and Ruth Jordan;  Leah 
Livni; Sharon Sack (mother of Jacqui Sack); Michelle Eliason; Mick and Sonya Leiman; Pearl Seigel;  

Sandra Myerson (mother of Candice Woolf). 
Please contact Glynnis to report illness and advise whether you would like a visit from one of our Rabbis. 

 

Update from our construction side 
Last week the foundation for the Nursery School was laid and as you can see from the pictures, walls are 
already coming out of the ground. The Mitzvah School wing reached the first floor, and the pavement for 
the new parking area is nearly finished. Find more updates and pictures here: 
http://betdavid.org.za/synagogue/  

     

http://betdavid.org.za/synagogue/
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 RABBI MARGOLIS’ WEEKLY COLUMN 

The fight for equality continues.... Yesterday I received this letter from Gilad Stern and 
wanted to share it with you all.  
Warm Regards Rabbi Julia Margolis  
 

Hello friends, Gilad here; I wanted to say some things that are important to me: We are 
getting approaches from a range of sources regarding two matters:  the court case and 
a possible settlement; and the proposed colloquium. These are approaches in the form 
of extending feelers, not a formal approach.  People call and sound me out about 
talking to the Board, about what a possible solution could look like. 
Here’s what I say: 
I won’t talk to intermediaries.  If the Board wants to talk, my phone number is known to them.  My email 
too. No intermediaries needed.  The Board has never spoken to me since we filed papers.  Ever.  Not once.  
That’s despite their professing to being open to talking.  Just saying. 
I will talk to the Board anytime they call, if they ever do, as long as the banning order on Rabbi Julia 
Margolis has been lifted, and she is invited to re-take her seat on the Board of Deputies in Johannesburg.  I 
tell people that Rabbi Margolis was anxious about joining my court action, for months, saying that if she 
signed up, she might be booted off the Johannesburg Board, and that she wanted to stay on the Board so 
as to keep the lines of communication between communities open.  Guess what?  She didn’t sign in her 
own name, helped SACRED to sign instead, and still got booted off the Board because she is Head of 
SACRED!  So I am not talking settlement while the banning order is still on Rabbi Julia Margolis.  She stood 
with me and I stand with her.  She should not be doubly muzzled: in singing; and in speaking her mind.  
Stop punishing and muzzling women, I say.  If the Chief Rabbi can write to every Jewish home with 
comments about a woman’s singing voice being the same as her unclothed body, and not lose his job, then 
Rabbi Julia should be able to oppose the Board’s view, and still have a place at the table to express her 
views.  This is not North Korea.  If Rabbi Liebenberg in Cape Town can write about women’s “promiscuity 
of the mouth”, and still keep his day job, Rabbi Julia can stand up for equality and keep her place on the 
Board.  They need to reinstate her before talking settlement.  But they haven’t called me – ever – and may 
never call.  They seem bok for a court battle.  
A colloquium must be fair and independent.  The Board can’t be player and referee.  It may want to be, but 
it’s a party to a court action.  A colloquium can’t be rigged so as to publish a “constructed consensus” 
afterwards.  The zealots will have the loudest voice.  The person who publishes the report after the 
colloquium holds all the power.  A colloquium shouldn’t take place with a banning order still in place on 
Rabbi Julia Margolis. 
 Finally, I am keen to settle.  I don’t want to go to court.  I don’t like this battle, hate being called “a 
traitor”, and wish life could return to normal.  The key to settlement is simple: no discrimination.  That’s it.  
I am not a choral agent, and don’t have a passion for singing, women or men.  I abhor discrimination on a 
senseless basis, such as race or gender.  If a woman sings, even 30 seconds, we can all get on with our 
lives. 
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Once upon a time there was a king who had 
a wonderful and very large palace. The 
palace was decorated so beautifully that it 
took people's breath away when they 
entered. There was, however, one very long 
and wide hall that was empty, for the king 
couldn't decide what to do with it.  
The king decided to hold a contest and 

looked at the works of all the artists in the realm. He chose 
two artists to compete for a huge prize and gave each of them 
one of the long walls of the hallway to use as a "canvas." He 
gave them one year to complete their side and promised 
unlimited resources. The artist who had the right side 
immediately went to work planning, and in about a month he 
started work with dozens of assistants.  
On the 365th day in the morning, he finished his work and it was magnificent. Anyone who looked at it 
felt like they were transported to the Garden of Eden. The artist who had been assigned the left side 
began on day one by pulling up a chair and staring at the wall. He did the same on the second and third 
days and, in fact, he simply sat in that chair and stared for 364 days! He did not do anything at all until the 
other artist finished his work on the morning of the last day. Finally, at the end of the day, the king 
greeted the two artists outside the hall in great expectation. He looked first at the right side of the hall 
and was speechless. He couldn't believe how beautiful it was. He had never seen anything like it. He then 
turned to the other wall and saw that it was an exact replica of the first one. Every shape and colour was 
there exactly as it was on the other side.  There was just one difference – he, himself, stood in the midst 
of the garden wearing exactly what he was wearing at that moment. He gasped! He went closer to that 
wall and saw that the second artist hadn't painted or created anything on it. He had simply lined the wall 
with mirrors - floor to ceiling! 
I hope you agree that this is an interesting story, but what does it have to do with our Torah portion that 
contains a series of blessings and curses? In our parashah we are being told that the Land will be fruitful if 
we obey God's commandments, but following this picture of prosperity and tranquillity, we read, "But if 
you do not obey Me …, I in turn will do this to you...." (26:14-16.) After raising us up and inspiring us, why 
does the text need to bring us down with fear? Immediately after I heard the story the first time, I 
understood our difficult issue in a new light. It occurred to me that the blessings and the curses are like 
the work of the two artists. Perhaps the blessings are the original artwork and the curses are the mirror 
image. And, perhaps it is human nature that we need a mirror image, the reverse of the original, to see 
ourselves in a place of beauty and blessing. The curses, thus, may provide the mirror that lets us know 
what we might have, if we truly focus on the blessings of holiness.  
Shabbat Shalom Rabbi Adrian M Schell (Source: Rabbi Robert Tornberg.) 
 

SHABBAT SERVICES & EVENTS 
FRIDAY EVENING 18:00 Kabbalat Shabbat Service;  

KIDS’ CLUB YOUTH ACTIVITIES 18:00 - 19.00 for ages 3–10 weekly with Kendyll, excl. Family Services  

BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS—Last Friday of every month 27 May   FAMILY SERVICE 18:00— 27 May; 17 June 

SHABBAT MORNING: 08:30 - 12.00 CHEDER – Term 2: 09 April – 18 June 

08.45 TORAH BREAKFAST WITH RABBI SCHELL — every Saturday  
10:00 SHABBAT SHACHARIT SERVICE, B’rachah follows in the Rondavel 

10:00 YOGA-SHABBAT SERVICE:  04 June 

10.00 - 11.00 CHILDREN’S SERVICE; 11.00 - 12.00 YOUTH ACTIVITIES every Saturday with Kendyll 

THURSDAY NIGHT LITURGY CLASS with Rabbi Schell – Thursdays at 18.00 – 19.30; 05 May 

Rabbi Adrian M Schell – rabbi.schell@betdavid.org.za; Rabbi Julia Margolis – rabbi.margolis@betdavid.org.za 
Tel:  +27 11 7837117 / Office hours 09.00 – 14.30 (Mon-Thurs) 09.00 –13.00 (Fri & Erev Yom Tov) 

accounts@betdavid.org.za (Diane) / admin1@betdavid.org.za (Glynnis) 
admin2@betdavid.org.za (Sharon) / youth@betdavid.org.za (Kendyll)  
 www.betdavid.org.za / http://www.facebook.com/BetDavidSandton  

Torah Reading for Shabbat B'chukotai 
Leviticus 26:3-27:34  

(Reading Lev 27:09-34; P p.870; H p.548) 
Parashat B'chukotai is the final Torah portion 
of Leviticus. It is divided into two sections; the 
first contains a series of blessings and curses, 
and the second appears to be somewhat of 
an afterthought containing supplementary 
laws about vows, gifts, and dues that seem to 
have been left out previously.  
Haftarah Jeremiah 16:19-17:14 (P 880 H 551) 
Torah Study this Shabbat morning at 08h45 

Podcast of Rabbi Schell’s weekly Sermons 
Tuesdays on Radio Today (10h30) or:  

http://goo.gl/LsHQrY. 

mailto:rabbi.schell@betdavid.org.za
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