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Rabbi Adrian M Schell                                                                                              …………     .Rabbi Julia Margolis 
Rabbi Hillel Avidan, Emeritus 
 

Bet David Weekly News  

Ad Kan כאן עד  

Shabbat Beha’alotecha [17/18 June 2016 – 11/12 Sivan 5776] 
 

Friday 17 June – 18.00 Kabbalat Family Shabbat Service (includes all children) followed by a light Pizza 
supper sponsored by Jackie Meltz in honour of his birthday 
Saturday 18 June – 08.30 Cheder (End of Term 2); 08.45 Torah Breakfast with Rabbi Schell; 10.00 Shabbat 
Morning Service; followed by a brachah sponsored by Abe Brinkman in honour of his birthday; 10.00 
Children’s Service and Activities with Kendyll (Youth Centre/Garden)  
Thursday 23 June –  18.00-19.30 Thursday evening class with Rabbi Schell (Foyer) 
Friday 24 June – 18.00 Kabbalat Shabbat Service; June birthday blessings (chocolate sponsor welcome); 
18.00 Youth Activities with Kendyll (Youth Centre).    
Saturday 25 June –  08.45 Torah Breakfast with Rabbi Schell; 10.00 Shabbat Morning Service; followed by 
a brachah; 10.00 Children’s Service and Activities with Kendyll (Youth Centre/Garden)  
Friday 01 July – 18.00 Kabbalat Family Shabbat Service (includes all children) followed by a light Pizza 
supper (sponsor welcome); Shabbat chocolates sponsored by Rabbi Julia and Greg Margolis in honour of 
Emily’s birthday 
Saturday 02 July –  08.45 Torah Breakfast with Rabbi Schell; 10.00 Shabbat Morning Service; Bar Mitzvah 
of Harrison Bawden, son of Ruth Bawden and Martin Bawden.  Service is followed by a brachah sponsored 
by his grandparents Geoff and Pat van Flymen; 10.00 Children’s Service and Activities with Kendyll (Youth 

Centre/Garden)  
 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES AND SHABBAT SERVICES  

Join us this Friday at 18.00 for our monthly FAMILY SERVICE followed by a light supper 

with Pizza. Bring your friends along! We are looking forward to seeing many of you! 
 

Shavuot @ Bet David. Thank you all for a wonderful evening. 

                 
 

Winners of the Shavuot Cheesecake Competition -  1st Craig and Joany Stone; 2nd Theresa Sobel;  
3rd Glynnis Kanar.  Runners up Jacqui Sack and Dylan Gaillard; Marc Abraham and Roger Colaco;  

Justice Motlala; Laura Cohen and family.  
Thank you to Kehillah for sponsoring the prizes. Thank you to Madeleine Hicklin for leading her Shiur. 

 

Thank you for recent donations  
Yahrzeit – Wendy Solomon in memory of Reuben Berman; General – Jackie Meltz for sponsoring the 
Family Service supper; Abe Brinkman for sponsoring the b’rachah this Shabbat.  
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Joany Stone’s 1st Prize Shavuot Turtle Cheese Cake 
Base: 24 Oreos chocolate cookies; 6 tablespoons butter; 3/4 cup caramel sauce 
Filling: 750gr cream cheese; 1 tablespoon vanilla; 3 Eggs; 1 cup of sugar 
Topping: 1/4 cup dark chocolate; 2 Flake chocolate; 1/2 cup pecan nuts 
Method: 
Grind and crush the Oreos cookies fine and mixed the melted butter making the base for the glass dish. 
Once one has lined the dish with the Oreo cookie paste then add the caramel as a layer. Place in the fridge 
for 10 minutes. 
Mix the cream cheese with the vanilla and add the eggs and sugar. Beat the mixture until nice and smooth.  
Preheat the oven to 180 degrees. 
Add the cream cheese mixture to the base and place in the oven for an hour at 180 degrees. When complete 
allow to reach room temperature and then add to the fridge for 4 hours. 
Once removed then cover the top of the cheese cake with dark chocolate and crush the flake all over the 
top. We added pecan nuts as a decoration. 

Tuck in and enjoy, this is a very rich dish and not for the faint hearted. Sweet tooth a must. 
 

SAUPJ Conference 15-17 July 2016 in Cape Town 
The SAUPJ (South African Union for Progressive Judaism) Biennial Conference is taking place in Cape Town 
from 15 to 17 July.  This important meeting will also celebrate 175 years since the arrival of the first Jews 
in South Africa.  If you wish to join your rabbis and other members of the congregation as a delegate please 
contact Monica Solomon (Gauteng Chair, SAUPJ) on 0827716463 for further information.   

There are special rates for Young Adults/Netzer who like to participate. 
 

Limmud SA 2016 Johannesburg Conference 26-28 August 
21 international presenters, over 100 local presenters including Laura Janner-Klausner, Senior Rabbi to 
the Movement for Reform Judaism in the United Kingdom. Other presenters include presenters on the 
left, centre and right in Israeli politics, a New York based spoken word artist, an Israeli comedian, and 
NASA’s bioethicist. For details www.limmud.org.za 

 
Mazal Tov 

Daniela Benjamin and Ariel Rosenfeld on their Civil Marriage 
Happy birthday to all who have birthdays during the week 13 to 19 June –  Tony Balabanoff;  

Fred Plein (90th); Jackie Meltz; John Brittan; Pamela Donninger; Jean Meltzer; Janine Taitz; Denise Hurwitz 
Children under 14 years – Jordan Effune; Michaela Hacker. 

 

Weekly Yahrzeits 
Hyams Walt remembered by Ivan Walt; Ralph Berell remembered by Barbara Gresak; Agnes Margaret 
Toich remembered by Emily Kark; Fanny Broomberg remembered by Rodney Broomberg; Reuby Berman 
remembered by Wendy Solomon; Brian Milner remembered by Ben Milner and Eric Milner; Ruby 
Greenberg remembered by Steven Solomon; Joan Collins remembered by Ashley Sweke; Sydney Solomon 
remembered by Linda Beale; Nora Melzak remembered by Peter Trujillo; Richard Lurie remembered by 
Steve Lurie; Ann Rogaly remembered by Dr Elgar Rogaly.  

Zichronam livracha, may their memory be for a blessing 
 

Speedy Recovery-Refuah Shleimah 
Arthur Kruger; Carol Leibov (cousin of Myrna Margo); Charles Newton and Janice Jacobson (grandparents 

of Kendyll Jacobson); Cliff and Ann Paine (Tobin); Doreen Greenberg; Fred Plein; Garth Sueltz;  
Geoff Cotton; Jean Armin; Leah Livni; Margaret Fish; Michelle Eliason; Ruth Jordan; Sharon Sack;  

Sonya and Mick Leiman.  
Please contact Glynnis to report illness and advise whether you would like a visit from one of our Rabbis. 

 

http://www.limmud.org.za/
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RABBI MARGOLIS’ WEEKLY COLUMN 
 “Justice, justice shall you pursue” – Deuteronomy 16:20 

The AGM of SACRED will be held in Cape Town  
on Friday 15 July 2016 in the Ballroom, 11h45 – 12h30. 

 

The South African Centre for Religious Equality and Diversity (SACRED) is calling for 
nominations for board members for a two-year term of office. 
SACRED’s mission is to provide a progressive Jewish voice on relevant social, moral, 
ethical and religious issues in South Africa; to counteract religious discrimination in all its 

forms; to advance freedom of religion and to promote fundamental rights and freedoms through advocacy, 
activism, scholarly contributions to public discourse and public interest litigation. Whilst we are motivated 
by our Jewish values, we aim to be working for civil rights and social justice throughout South African 
society. 
The Board comprises of 7 elected members, with the option to co-opt three additional members. Whilst 
the head office is based in Johannesburg, nominations from interested parties throughout South Africa are 
more than welcome. We are also keen to hear suggestions of people who may be suited to SACRED’s 
mission, but who may not have heard of the opportunity. 
Nomination forms, qualifying criteria and further information are available by contacting Rabbi Julia 
Margolis at rabbijuliamargolis@gmail.com. Completed forms are due back on or before the 30th June 2016.  
The elections will take place at the AGM 
 

SACRED is affiliated to the SAUPJ, but it is intended as a resource and support, an advocate and co-ordinator 
for all lower case ‘p’ progressive ideas, ideals and values for all South Africans. Torah commands: ‘do not 
stand idly by the blood of your brother’. Our commitment through SACRED is to act; for brothers, for sisters, 
for women and children, for sexual minorities and for all the vulnerable of our society as a voice for 
progressive values, human rights, equality, and justice. 
 

Shabbat Shalom  
Rabbi Julia Margolis  
 

Bet David Kehillah  
Are you already a member of Kehillah’s 50/50 CLUB – If not, every month you miss your chance to win the 
Jackpot. Don’t miss out! For only R180 per year you can help raise money in a fun way. The more people 
who participate..... the larger the monthly prize. 
The 50/50 Club is a draw in which half of the money raised goes to Bet David community projects and the 
other half is paid out to the members as cash prizes. There is a draw every month. Please transfer the 
starting money of R180,- to BET DAVID SISTERHOOD, NEDBANK SANDTON,  BRANCH CODE:   197005 ACC. 
NO:   1970476214 - please put as reference: 50/50 Surname. 
After your transfer, please email your details to admin2@betdavid.org.za, including your name, address, 
email-address and telephone number. We wish you good luck! 
 

SHABBAT SERVICES & EVENTS 
FRIDAY EVENING 18:00 Kabbalat Shabbat Service;  

KIDS’ CLUB YOUTH ACTIVITIES 18:00 - 19.00 for ages 3–10 weekly with Kendyll, excl. Family Services  

BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS—Last Friday of every month 24 June   FAMILY SERVICE 18:00— 17 June; 1 July 

SHABBAT MORNING: 08:30 - 12.00 CHEDER – Term 2: 09 April – 18 June 

08.45 TORAH BREAKFAST WITH RABBI SCHELL — every Saturday  
10:00 SHABBAT SHACHARIT SERVICE, B’rachah follows in the Rondavel 

10.00 - 11.00 CHILDREN’S SERVICE; 11.00 - 12.00 YOUTH ACTIVITIES every Saturday with Kendyll 

THURSDAY NIGHT LITURGY CLASS with Rabbi Schell –  Thursdays at 18.00 – 19.30 23 June 

Rabbi Adrian M Schell – rabbi.schell@betdavid.org.za; Rabbi Julia Margolis – rabbi.margolis@betdavid.org.za 
Tel:  +27 11 7837117 / Office hours 09.00 – 14.30 (Mon-Thurs) 09.00 –13.00 (Fri & Erev Yom Tov) 

accounts@betdavid.org.za (Diane) / admin1@betdavid.org.za (Glynnis) 
admin2@betdavid.org.za (Sharon) / youth@betdavid.org.za (Kendyll)  
 www.betdavid.org.za / http://www.facebook.com/BetDavidSandton  

mailto:rabbijuliamargolis@gmail.com
mailto:admin2@betdavid.org.za
mailto:rabbi.schell@betdavid.org.za
mailto:accounts@betdavid.org.za
mailto:admin1@betdavid.org.za
mailto:admin2@betdavid.org.za
http://www.betdavid.org.za/
http://www.facebook.com/BetDavidSandton
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The news on Sunday was shocking, 
confusing, and unspeakably tragic.  
What in God's name is happening in this, 
our world? Last week Tel Aviv, this 
Sunday Orlando, and next week …? 
There is so much pain. 
In thousands of places all over the world 
Jews studied Torah last weekend. We 
engaged ourselves in those studies, 

because we have hoped to find a better understanding of how 
we can make this world a better place. We have engaged 
ourselves in Tikkun Olam, the reparation of the world, because 
we know and we see how much more needs to be done to see 
this world redeemed. Saturday night we spoke about the pain 
the death of a single person can cause, and how guilty we feel if we couldn’t help. But we accepted that 
death is part of our lives and that we can find comfort in our Jewish tradition and our surrounding 
community, if death happens within our closes circles. 
But nothing can prepare us for those horrific, brutal and senseless attacks we had to witness in the past 
few days, months and years. The world, which I love so much, is broken, and the rifts seem to me un-
bridgeable. How can we repair the world if a single person has been able to destroy the lives of so many, 
and to bring so much more hate into this world? How many more people need to study the values of the 
Torah to outbalance the bestial acts of those monsters?  
Many, I know will answer this question with a sense of hopelessness, telling me that there aren’t enough 
good people in this world to tip the scale to the good. Helplessness tells us to surrender. But in doing so, 
we allow those monsters to take the victory home, and we give space to the demagogues who trample on 
the victims to boost themselves and their ideology of hate. The terror acts of the last few days don’t allow 
us to surrender, to the contrary, the victims of those crimes ask us to not give up hope and to stand up for 
our values. 
We need to be the people of God that actively involve themselves in initiatives to end violence, especially 
violence against minorities. We need to be committed to the idea that being a Jew means nothing less than 
intentionally standing up, regardless of differences, when we see lives devalued or dehumanised by hate 
and ignorance. I believe with all my heart that doing so is a beautiful outworking of the Torah we claim to 
love and live.  
We value all life and the dignity of others because we all bear God’s image. Our faith can never be a reason 
to turn away from each other, but it should be – it must be – the reason why we approach one another and 
try to make an impact, even though we don’t understand or approve. Our tradition calls us to nothing less! 
Those terror acts call us to break down the walls of our own lethargy and to strengthen those who stand to 
protect us and our society. Judaism is not a religion of presenting the other cheek if we are attacked. To 
protect ourselves doesn’t mean to outcast others, it means to be aware that evil things happen and need 
to be stopped. When the allies started to re-create a civilised society in Germany after 1945 they used the 
term “fortified democracy” to introduce a system that doesn’t allow radicals to pervert democracy again. 
The main key is that every individual is responsible to protect this achievement. And so we are called today 
to protect our world from those radicals, from those haters of life, from those demagogues who try to ignite 
hate in us.   
Today we weep with those who weep, and mourn with those who mourn, tomorrow we stand up to 
change the world.  
Rabbi Adrian M Schell 
 

Adv Thuli Madonsela, SA Public Protector is to speak at  
Temple Israel’s 80th Anniversary on 09 July 2016. 

  To attend, please RSVP with your full address, cell phone, and ID No to 
templeisrael80@gmail.com  

 

Torah Reading for Shabbat Beha’alotecha 
Numbers 8:1-12:16 

(Reading Num 8:1 - 26; P p.952; H p.605) 
Haftarah Zechariah 2:14-4:7 (P 974, H 620) 

Parashat Beha’alotecha contains instructions 
for installing the menorah in the sanctuary 

and includes a description of the beginning of 
the Israelite’s journey through the dessert 

The parashah also addresses the question of 
a right leadership. 

Torah Study this Shabbat morning at 08h45 
Podcast of Rabbi Schell’s weekly Sermons 

Tuesdays on Radio Today (10h30) or:  
http://goo.gl/LsHQrY. 

mailto:templeisrael80@gmail.com
http://goo.gl/LsHQrY

