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Rabbi Adrian M Schell                                                                                             ………     Rabbi Julia Margolis 
Rabbi Hillel Avidan, Emeritus 
 

Bet David Weekly News  

Ad Kan כאן עד  

Shabbat Chukkat [08/09 July 2016 – 02/03 Tammuz 5776] 
 

Friday 08 July – 18.00 Kabbalat Shabbat Service; No Youth Activities.    
Saturday 09 July –  10.00 Shabbat Morning Service led by Gail Saul followed by a brachah; No Children’s 
Service; [both Rabbis at Temple Israel] 
Friday 15 July – 18.00 Kabbalat Shabbat led by Madeleine Rose-Hicklin; 18.00 Youth Activities with 
Kendyll (Youth Centre) 
Saturday 16 July 10.00 Shabbat Morning Service led by Gail Saul, Ruth Jordan, Janis Jordan and Bev 
Bancroft, followed by a brachah 10.00 Children’s Service and Activities with Kendyll (Youth 
Centre/Garden) [both Rabbis at the SAUPJ Conference] 
Friday 22 July – 18.00 Kabbalat Shabbat; 18.00 Youth Activities with Kendyll (Youth Centre) 
Saturday 23 July 10.00 Shabbat Morning Service includes the Bat Mitzvah of Jemma Bennett, followed by 
a brachah in her honour; 10.00 Children’s Service and Activities with Kendyll (Youth Centre/Garden). 

Rabbi Schell is on vacation from 19 July to 2 August. 

Please note, Kendyll is on vacation this week. Because of this, there will be no KID’s and YOUTH ACTIVITIES 

this Shabbat. Kendyll, have a great time!!!  
 

Mazal Tov to Temple Israel 
And David said: “Here shall be the house of God the Eternal and here the altar of burnt 
offering for Israel” (1 Chr. 22:1) 
What is a Jewish community without a place of worship? A place to make God’s presence 
felt? King Solomon, David’s son and successor, built the first, magnificent Temple. It was 
destroyed by the Babylonians, rebuilt and destroyed by the Romans. But we Jews never 
stopped building our Temples. No longer worshipping at the one Temple in Jerusalem, 
we have constructed Temples in our own communities in every corner of the world.  Our Temples serve 
three purposes: A Temple is a Beit Knesset – a house for community to gather and share joy as well as 
sadness. It is a Beit Tefilah – a house of worship where we connect to God and express our deepest held 
values. And it is a Beit Midrash – a house of study where we explore the texts and values of our tradition.  
All this is Temple Israel. This building expresses the hope of its founders and all who followed them for a 
better, a messianic time in which Judaism and Jewish values contribute to a world in peace. Temple Israel, 
as the core place of Progressive Judaism in South Africa, has established a strong vision that Judaism, the 
pursuit of justice, and the involvement in the broader community are walking hand in hand. Envisioned by 
the Prophet Isaiah for the Temple in Jerusalem that God’s “house will be called a house of prayer for all 
nations” (Isiah 56.7), Temple Israel has never ceased to fulfil it until this day.  
May this congregation be blessed to continue to be “our” Temple. Rabbi Adrian Michael Schell 
 

Impressions from Harrison Bawden’s Bar Mitzvah (Photos: Darryl Egnal) 

    
 

No matter the nature of an attack, all attacks are preceded by information gathering. Always be on the 
lookout for possible information gathering around your Shul, school or home and report such incidents to 
the CSO control room on 086 18 000 18.  
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Youth Camp 
Last week, for the first time, we held a camp for teenagers of our congregation together with teenagers of 
the Lutheran Church in Midrand and Kelvin. We can proudly say that it went very well. The coming together 
of 28 teenagers was awesome and great fun. The program included a night hike, learning and craft sessions, 
open discussions, a talent show, and a super challenging Kloof Hike in Rustenburg on Friday. All came home 
in one piece, exhausted and tired, but happy to finish with a great pizza supper at Bet David.  

    
 

Beit Emanuel 
The Franz Auerbach Annual Interfaith Lecture will take place at 7.30pm on Thursday, 21 July 2016 at Beit 
Emanuel. This year’s lecture will be delivered by Judge Dennis Davis, a brilliant public speaker who is not at 
all afraid to arouse a little controversy. We expect a thought-provoking and entertaining evening, to be 
followed by light snacks and refreshments. Bring along friends. All welcome, admission free. 38 Oxford 
Road, Parktown. Enquiries 0116466170. 

 

Mazal Tov 
Rabbi Hillel and Ruth Avidan on the Bar Mitzvah of their grandson, Aiden Francis last Shabbat in Durban. 

Mazal tov to his parents Sheli and Alistair Francis. 
Happy birthday to all who have birthdays during the week 04 to 10 July – Rodney Broomberg;  

Hayley Brown; Daniella Meisel; Theresa Sobel; Julian Lipson; Sarah Maselle; Harene Sueltz; Reeva Forman 
Children under 14 years –  Neo Eloff.  

 

Thank you for recent donations  
Yahrzeit – Ron and Michelle Klipin in memory of Dr Leslie Reichman; Jon Paul in memory of Anthony Pou.  
General - Pat and Geoff van Flymen on the occasion of Harrison Bawden’s Bar Mitzvah. 

 

Weekly Yahrzeits 
Dr Leslie Reichman remembered by Michelle Klipin; Nan Cohen remembered by Pat van Flymen; Jacob 
Lewin remembered by Elaine Levin; Mark and Myra Carel remembered by Glynnis Kanar; Jeff Carel 
remembered by Glynnis Kanar; Len Klein remembered by Rhona Lief and Giddy Lief; Bennie Jacobs 
remembered by Linda Rubin; Anthony Pou remembered by Jon Paul; Laurine Brust remembered by Jack 
Brust; Maurice Sive remembered by Tanya Appelbaum; Solomon Milner remembered by Ben Milner; 
Sarah Levin remembered by Mendel Levin; Morris Kruger remembered by Arthur Kruger; Clifford Beder 
remembered by Mike Beder; Sholem Kay remembered by Minna Smollen and Jennifer Berold; Louis 
Milner remembered by Tina Miller. 

Zichronam livracha, may their memory be for a blessing 
 

Speedy Recovery-Refuah Shleimah 
Arthur Kruger; Carol Leibov; Cliff and Ann Paine; Doreen Greenberg; Fred Plein; Leah Livni;  

Margaret Fish; Maurice Meyerson (father of Candice Woolf); Rochelle Rossi-Zalmans; Sharon Sack;  
Sonya Leiman; Leah Bates (grandmother of Mark Jutan) 

Please contact Glynnis to report illness and advise whether you would like a visit from one of our Rabbis. 
 

Winter break for our adult learning programs 
The Torah Breakfast with Rabbi Schell meets for the last time before the break this Shabbat 02 July and 
resumes 06 August at the usual time (8h45). 
The Thursday evening study with Rabbi Schell starts again with a new topic – Jewish law from the Bible 
to today – on 11 August at 18h00. Have a wonderful Winter and please stay warm.  
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Bet David Kehillah  
Bet David Kitchen—Home-made delicacies available from our own kitchen! Place orders by Monday with 
Sharon 011 7837117/admin2@betdavid.org.za for collection on Friday 12h00.  
 

Bet David Kehillah helps those in need to keep warm! 
Bet David Kehillah recently visited Hospice in 
Houghton to donate hand-knitted blankets, 
crocheted jerseys and caps and gloves. L-R Vicki Janks 
and Cynthia Rosen handing over the blankets to a 
Hospice co-ordinator. 
Kehillah also received the following thank you from 
St Vincent de Paul Society - Rosebank: Very many 
thanks for the wonderful array of knitted garments 
and lovely blankets, brought to us last week. We are so grateful for all the beautiful jerseys and beanies - 
such a rainbow of warmth!! I have already given a selection to Sister Maria of the Pastoral Care Centre, 
who cares for very many families in need. She was thrilled and delighted. The remaining items will be 
distributed during this week, along with some additional fleecy blankets for children, which we've been 
able to purchase with a generous cash donation.  The little ones who receive these items are going to be so 
cozy as a result of your wonderful generosity. Many thanks for the hard work and spirit of charity with 
which you have provided this bounty - may you be truly blessed. 
With very warm regards, Angela Hausler (Winter Blanket Appeal Co-Ordinator) 
 

RABBI MARGOLIS’ WEEKLY COLUMN 
This week we are going to celebrate the 80th birthday of Temple Israel. What a great 
milestone! 
I have over the years been involved on a regular basis at Temple Israel from 2010.  
I felt honoured and privileged to have conducted Shabbat services, High Holidays, 
Passover seders, Conversion classes, Mitzvah Day and many more in our Mother 
Synagogue for Progressive Judaism in South Africa. I am often times fascinated by this 
synagogue as being a place of Jewish culture and religion in Hillbrow, Johannesburg. 
Temple Israel represents the early history of progressive Jews in South Africa, and holds 

many important memories for many congregants that live in many different parts of the world. Temple 
Israel’s first Rabbi was the late MC Weiler, who was a great proponent of human rights and believed that 
the essence of Judaism is a commitment to others. He was deeply committed to women’s rights and was 
the first South African Rabbi to promote the equal involvement of women in all aspects of Jewish practice. 
This synagogue is a spiritual home for many people that live in this area, and has played a very important 
role in Reform Judaism here in SA. Without a permanent Rabbi, this special synagogue continues to 
maintain all the religious services during the year, as well as having an important aspect in the outreach for 
the community. Since my arrival in South Africa, I have on so many occasions volunteered my Rabbinical 
services to this congregation, and I am sure that we will continue to create beautiful memoires together in 
our future worshiping. 
Wishing Temple Israel many more years of success and blessings!  
Rabbi Julia Margolis  
Some of my memories in Temple Israel   
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Reading Parashat Chukkat, we engage 
ourselves quite often in the discussion of 
Moses’ big mistake which resulted in 
God’s severe punishment. Why is he 
prohibited to enter the promised land, 
why can’t he enjoy the fruits of his hard 
work? It must have been something 
dramatic. So we engage ourselves in 

looking for the negative in Moses, instead of realising that it is 
in the context of his mistake that truly demonstrates his real 
greatness and the challenge of being a leader. We never hear 
the Israelites thanking Moses for his hard work leading them 
from slavery to freedom, and bringing God’s presence into the 
camp. But when something goes wrong they love to complain, looking for any “hair in the soup”.  
Our Torah portion reports the death of Moses’ sister, Miriam. There is no explanation and no period of 
mourning for her brothers or the community. Instead the people complain. They come to Moses to moan 
about the lack of water. No-one offers Moses any sympathy, or condolences for his loss; he is expected to 
get on with his job and respond to another Israelite complaint. Moses pointedly does not utter a single 
word. He simply goes to fall before God at the Tabernacle. And God responds, as always, with a solution 
for Moses: ‘Take the rod … and speak to the rock before their eyes and it shall give forth water.’  
It is understandable that Moses would be upset. Upset about his sister’s death, upset that he has been 
unable to mourn, and upset by another Israelite challenge. He voices his frustration calling the people 
‘rebels’ and then he gives expression to his annoyance, striking the rock twice, rather than talking to it, as 
instructed. He could be forgiven for this little outburst, for this show of frustration. He resisted the 
temptation to lash out at the people. He continued to fulfil his leadership role. He took his frustration out 
on an inanimate object, striking the rock to give expression to his hurt, anger and exasperation. God had 
told him to take the rod with him, placing temptation in his path. And significantly water flowed from the 
rock. But the punishment is immediate; as God tells Moses: ‘you shall not bring this people into the land’.  
The punishment appears excessive. Moses has been pushed and prodded by this people ever since Egypt. 
And although he was probably emotionally unstable after his sister’s death, there is no sympathy. Leaders 
are held to a higher, almost unattainable, standard, and they suffer when they fall short.  
Moses would be forgiven for giving up and resigning on the spot; leaving God and the people alone together. 
Instead, it is at this moment that Moses marks himself apart as a truly outstanding leader. He does not 
appeal to God or the people. Instead he sends messengers to the king of Edom so that the Israelite journey 
can continue. It is a journey that Moses will not complete, but he puts his personal feelings aside and 
focuses solely on fulfilling his leadership role. Although he will not reach the Promised Land, Moses puts 
the needs of the community above his own and demonstrates the truth of the line: ‘with great power comes 
great responsibility’. In this way, he became a wonderful role model for leaders of the Jewish people in all 
generations. Rabbi Adrian M Schell (Source Rabbi Burkeman) 
 

SHABBAT SERVICES & EVENTS 
FRIDAY EVENING 18:00 Kabbalat Shabbat Service;  

KIDS’ CLUB YOUTH ACTIVITIES 18:00 - 19.00 for ages 3–10 weekly with Kendyll, excl. Family Services  

BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS—Last Friday of every month 29 July   FAMILY SERVICE 18:00— 26 August 

SHABBAT MORNING: 08:30 - 12.00 CHEDER – Term 3: 23 July – 17 September 

08.45 TORAH BREAKFAST WITH RABBI SCHELL — Winter break from 9 to 30 July   
10:00 SHABBAT SHACHARIT SERVICE, B’rachah follows in the Rondavel 

10.00 - 11.00 CHILDREN’S SERVICE; 11.00 - 12.00 YOUTH ACTIVITIES every Saturday with Kendyll 

THURSDAY NIGHT HALACHA CLASS WITH RABBI SCHELL –  Thursdays at 18.00 – 19.30 resumes 11 August 
Rabbi Adrian M Schell – rabbi.schell@betdavid.org.za; Rabbi Julia Margolis – rabbi.margolis@betdavid.org.za 

Tel:  +27 11 7837117 / Office hours 09.00 – 14.30 (Mon-Thurs) 09.00 –13.00 (Fri & Erev Yom Tov) 
accounts@betdavid.org.za (Diane) / admin1@betdavid.org.za (Glynnis) 
admin2@betdavid.org.za (Sharon) / youth@betdavid.org.za (Kendyll)  
 www.betdavid.org.za / http://www.facebook.com/BetDavidSandton  

Torah Reading for Shabbat Chukkat 
Numbers 19:1-22:1 (P p.1024/H p.652) 

Haftarah Judges 11:1-33 (P p.1043)/H p.664) 

Parashat Chukkat describes the ritual 
slaughter and sacrifice of the “Parah 
Adumah, the red cow”, and the ritual 
cleansing for those who touch a dead body, 
Miriam and Aaron’s deaths, and God informs 
Moses that as a consequence of not following 
His instructions, he will be allowed to enter 
the Promised Land. 

Podcast of Rabbi Schell’s weekly Sermons 
Tuesdays on Radio Today (10h30) or:  

http://goo.gl/LsHQrY. 
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