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Rabbi Adrian M Schell                                                                                             ………     Rabbi Julia Margolis 
Rabbi Hillel Avidan, Emeritus 
 

Bet David Weekly News  

Ad Kan כאן עד  

Shabbat Nachamu – Va’et-chanan [19/20 August 2016 – 15/16 Av 5776] 
 

Thursday 18 August – 18.00-19.30 Thursday evening class with Rabbi Schell (Foyer) 
Friday 19 August – 18.00 Kabbalat Shabbat; 18.00 Youth Activities with Kendyll (Youth Centre) 
Saturday 20 August – 08.30 Cheder; 08.45 Torah Breakfast with Rabbi Schell; 10.00 Shabbat Morning 
Service followed by a b’rachah sponsored by Ruth Jordan in honour of her birthday. 10.00 Children’s 
Service and Activities with Kendyll (Youth Centre). 
Thursday 25 August – 18.00-19.30 Thursday evening class with Rabbi Schell (Foyer) 
Friday 26 August – 18.00 Kabbalat Shabbat; August birthday blessings with chocolates sponsored by 
Cynthia Rosen in honour of her birthday; Service is followed by a l’chaim in the foyer sponsored by Marc 
Abraham and Roger Colaco in honour of both their birthdays; No Youth Activities  
Saturday 27 August – 08.30 Cheder; 08.45 Torah Breakfast with Rabbi Schell; 10.00 Shabbat Morning 
Service followed by a b’rachah sponsored by Barry Sinclair and Michelle Eliason in honour of their 
birthdays. No Youth Activities 

Please note: Services will continue in the existing Shul until the end of August and  
from early September services will commence in the Temporary Synagogue in our new buildings. 

 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES AND SHABBAT SERVICES  

Join Kendyll this Friday at 18.00 for fun activities (ages 3 to 10) and on Shabbat morning for 

fun children’s activities from 10.00 to 12.00. Look forward to seeing you! 
 

DE-CONSECRATION 
Last weekend marked a milestone in the history of 
our congregation. In two moving and emotional 
services, the Bet David congregation bid farewell 
to the “old” Sanctuary and the Rondavel.    During 
both services, many members were involved by 
Rabbi Schell in leading the congregation in prayers 
and the members of the Bet David Choir inspired 

the congregation with their beautiful music. The Erev Shabbat Family Service was made very special by the 
involvement of many children and the youth of our congregation led by Kendyll Jacobson, our Youth 
Worker. The highlight of the Shabbat Morning service was the Torah reading during which all congregants 
present were honoured with an Aliyah. Rabbi Schell used the opportunity to thank ManCom, Kehillah, the 
Choir, our teachers, the team of Gabba’ot, and Shamasim for their unending support and help in making 
Bet David a place of worship with a strong sense of community.  

In his address to the congregation, Desmond Sweke conveyed how the idea for the development 
originally started and how this evolved to the plans we are now in the process of implementing. He gave an 
outline of the process ahead leading to the opening of the new Shul. Desmond read an e mail from Philip 
Mayers, past Chairman and Honorary Life Member of Bet David, now living in Australia:  
“So proud of what you guys have achieved. Have a very special and historic weekend. Rhona and I thrilled 
to see that Bet David continues to thrive. All best wishes for the future as you move into your new home. 
God bless; regards to all, and Shabbat Shalom. Philip Mayers, Honorary Life Member Bet David.” 

Both the dinner on Friday evening and the bracha on Saturday were well attended and opened a 
space for congregants to share their memories of the old Shul.  Bet David has been a place for happy 
moments, such as baby namings, brisses, bar and bat mitzvah celebrations, weddings and other 
celebrations, but also a place where people could find comfort in times of sadness, loss and mourning. None 
of these memories will be forgotten and the new campus will continue the strong traditions established 
over the last 43 years, which have become the trademark of Bet David: a warm, welcoming, and inclusive 
congregation that invites individuals and families of all observance levels to worship and learn with us.  
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Mazal tov 
 

     In a moving service, Aiden Milner 
celebrated his Bar Mitzvah at  

Bet David two weeks ago  
on 06 August 2016.  

 

 
 

Jean Weinstein, winner of Kehillah’s August 50/50 Club draw (winnings re-donated to feeding schemes);  
Sandra Beswick on her appointment as SAUPJ Gauteng Regional Chair; 

Happy birthday to all who have birthdays during the week 15 to 21 August – Kerry Cassel; Craig Stone; 
Michelle Eliason; Juanita Levin; Bianca Jutan; Marc Abraham.  

Children under 14 years – Jaimee Hacker; Nathan Frank; Jarod Frank da Cuhna. 
 

Mazal tov to 
Monica Solomon for being elected as a 

member of the SAJBD Gauteng Board and to 
Reeva Forman, recipient of the Bertie 

Lubner Award for communal leadership at 
the SAJBD Gauteng Conference 

 
 

We gratefully acknowledge recent donations  
Yahrzeit – Mendel and Elaine Levin in memory of Isaac Levin; Ashley Sweke in memory of Ivan Weitzmann; 
Valerie Sinclair in memory of Anne Bernstein; Pat van Flymen in memory of Renee Cohen; B’rachah 
sponsorship – Ruth Jordan in honour of her recent birthday.  
 

Speedy Recovery-Refuah Shleimah 
Arthur Kruger; Fred Plein; Leah Livni; Lionel Konson; Maurice Meyerson; Rochelle Rossi-Zalmans;  

Rona Rosen; Sharon Sack; Thelma Carson. 
Please contact Glynnis to report illness and advise whether you would like a visit from one of our Rabbis 

 

Condolences 
George Lazarus on the passing of his sister Shelley Lazarus, fiancée of Lawrence Proskewitz. 

May her memory be for a blessing 
 

Weekly Yahrzeits 
Aaron Plein remembered by Fred Plein; Anne Bernstein remembered by Valerie Sinclair; Fred Smollan 
remembered by Doug Smollan; Daphne Norris remembered by Michael Norris; Louis Hoff remembered 

by Cyril Hoff; Ruth Smollen remembered by Stanley Smollen; Louis Allschwang remembered by Ian 
Allschwang; Renee Cohen remembered by Pat van Flymen; Julius Blitz remembered by Sandy 

Levenberg; Julie Essakow remembered by Leone Hacker and Michael Tucker. 
Zichronam livracha, may their memory be for a blessing 

 

                                CAMPUS UPDATE 
The building programme is continuing on its fast track to meet the 
deadline of the move of our Administration Offices in September. The 
current focus is on the plastering of the Nursery School and the primary 
finishes, as well as the structure of the Mitzvah School. The exterior 
staircases for the shul are being finalized (see drawing below). The 
security infrastructure is being purpose made for installation and the 
interior finishes for the Synagogue are being finalized. The landscaping 

team is developing the design of the gardens to ensure that our new campus will be very beautiful. 
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Bet David Kehillah  
Shalom Bayit Event - Wednesday 14 September at 10.00: “Breaking the Silence…. still behind closed 
doors’. A seminar focusing on family abuse.  Featuring 3 prominent guest speakers: A Psychologist, an 
Advocate and a Survivor.  Venue: HOD Centre, Orchards. R80 per person.  RSVP to Glynnis in the office, or  
ujwexec@beyachad.co.za.  [A project by SA National Jewish Women’s Organisations, including Temple 
Sisterhoods.]  
Kehillah’s ‘Grow the Money’ Project. Challah covers made by our Kehillah are available from the office at 
R60.00 each.  This will be ongoing and the proceeds will go towards a new project/cause. 
Join Kehillah’s 50/50 CLUB—For only R180 per year you can help raise money in a fun way. The more 
people who participate..... the larger the monthly prize. The 50/50 Club is a draw in which half of the 
money raised goes to Bet David community projects and the other half is paid out to the members as cash 
prizes. There is a draw every month. Please contact the office for further details: admin2@betdavid.org.za, 
 

Our Torah Portion for this week, Parashat 
Va’et-chanan, is for sure the most cited 
section of the Torah in Jewish tradition, as it 
contains the  Sh’ma Israel, the fundamental 
declaration of our Jewish faith: the unity of 
God; and our parasha includes the 
Decalogue, the ten commandments, what 

underlines its special place in our tradition.  
The first passage we read after the words of the Sh’ma lays out 
the blueprint for how we are supposed to teach Torah to the 
next generations: "when you sit in your house, when you walk 
on your way, when you lie down and when you rise up", in 
other words: “talk Torah, God, and Mitzvot.”  
Torah has never been something I expect children to learn 
solely in religious school. Torah and God should be part of 
every dinner table discussion, every moment of family life, every act of tzedakah (charitable giving and 
doing), and also every fun activity. The Jewish way of life invites God into our homes and our lives. Having 
everyone and our children make Jewish choices, and live a Jewish life when they left the Synagogue, has 
been my goal as a rabbi and friend, because only a way of observance of kashrut, Shabbat dinner and weekly 
worship, Torah study, and community service that is based on your and their own interpretation and 
commitment will insure Jewish continuity for next generations to come, not what “a rabbi says”. 
If you asked me to tell you which the most important words of our Torah portion are, they would be these 
four words from Deuteronomy 6:7 " V'shinantam l'vaneycha v'dibarta bam," which our siddur (Prayer book) 
translates as "Impress them upon your children. Recite them . . ."  
Most English prayer books, for over a century, used the translation "teach" for v'shinantam instead of 
impress, but I like the word "impress" because it is not enough for us to love God and keep God's words 
upon our hearts; we are commanded to pass God's words on to our children - our own and other people's 
children in a way that make a lasting impression in word and deed.  
The Torah tells us to share our sacred stories with our children, for the Torah contains the stories of our 
relationship with God and our history as a people. Talking Torah teaches us to remember and inspires us 
to find our own way of observance. If we do more than recite the Sh'ma every morning and every night, if 
we walking the walk of Torah, I am confident that we continue to have a vibrant, pluralistic and fullfilling 
Judaism. Shabbat Shalom Rabbi Adrian M Schell (Source: Amy R Perlin) 

 

From the Choir 
The Bet David choir is starting a new choir called the Bet David Community Choir. This choir plans to have 
monthly rehearsals and will participate with the Bet David choir during select parts of every service. If you 
would like to participate in this choir, please write your name and contact details on the sheet in the foyer 
or send them to the office. All ages, levels of ability and levels of commitment are welcome.  

Torah Reading for Shabbat Va’et-chanan 
Deuteronomy 3:23-7:11  

Reading: Dtn 3:23-4:18 (P. 1188 /Hertz 755) 
Haftarah Isaiah 40:1-26 (Plaut 1222/Hertz 776) 

Continuing his “review of the Torah,” Moses 
describes the Exodus from Egypt and the 

Giving of the Torah, declaring them 
unprecedented events in human history. He 

predicts that future generations will turn away 
from God, worship idols, and be exiled from 

their land; but from there they will seek God, 
and return to obey Gods commandments. 

 

Podcast of Rabbi Schell’s weekly Sermons 
Tuesdays on Radio Today (10h30) or:  

http://goo.gl/LsHQrY. 
 

mailto:ujwexec@beyachad.co.za
mailto:admin2@betdavid.org.za
http://goo.gl/LsHQrY
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BOYS FROM BENONI 
This week I attended the SAJBD Conference, which brought the realization that 
the Chief Rabbi of the Commonwealth, Rabbi Ephraim Mervis, is a ‘’Boy from 
Benoni” and an old soccer mate. When I was growing up in Benoni, our Rabbi was 
Rabbi Mervis, the father of the now Chief Rabbi Mervis. After Shabbat services 
(and sometimes during services!) young boys, including the Rabbi’s son, would 
play soccer in the back yard of the Rabbi’s house adjoining the Shul. Chief Rabbi 
Mervis remembers this well and we shared some fond memories of growing up 

together in the small town. Rabbi Mervis Snr founded Hillel High Jewish Day School in Benoni, of which I 
was part of the third matric class in 1974.  Desmond Sweke 

 

Operations Manager for Beit Emanuel 
The operations manager is the most senior post in charge of the day to day running of the synagogue, 
responsible to the executive of the Management Committee for ensuring the smooth running of the 
synagogue, supervising the activities of all staff, overseeing the correct use of the administrative systems, 
ensuring that committee resolutions are carried out, making policy recommendations to the committee, 
and overseeing the publication of materials and the marketing and execution of events.  
This is a full-time post and includes weekend duties. A thorough familiarity with the practices of the 
Progressive Movement in this country is essential, and a knowledge of the administration of Beit Emanuel 
would be a major recommendation. Full details of the requirements for this post can be found on our 
website at www.beitemanuel.co.za. Applications will close at noon of 28/08/2016 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SHABBAT SERVICES & EVENTS 
FRIDAY EVENING 18:00 Kabbalat Shabbat Service;  

KIDS’ CLUB YOUTH ACTIVITIES 18:00 - 19.00 for ages 3–10 weekly with Kendyll, excl. Family Services  

FAMILY SERVICE 18:00— 02 September  

BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS—Last Friday of every month 26 August  

SHABBAT MORNING: 08:30 - 12.00 CHEDER – Term 3: 23 July – 17 September 

08.45 TORAH BREAKFAST WITH RABBI SCHELL — 20 August    

10:00 SHABBAT SHACHARIT SERVICE  

10.00 - 11.00 CHILDREN’S SERVICE; 11.00 - 12.00 YOUTH ACTIVITIES every Saturday with Kendyll 

THURSDAY NIGHT HALACHA CLASS WITH RABBI SCHELL –  Thursdays at 18.00 – 19.30 18 August 

Rabbi Adrian M Schell – rabbi.schell@betdavid.org.za;  
Rabbi Julia Margolis – rabbi.margolis@betdavid.org.za 

Tel:  +27 11 7837117 / Office hours 09.00 – 14.30 (Mon-Thurs) 09.00 –13.00 (Fri & Erev Yom Tov) 
accounts@betdavid.org.za (Diane) / admin1@betdavid.org.za (Glynnis) 
admin2@betdavid.org.za (Sharon) / youth@betdavid.org.za (Kendyll)  
 www.betdavid.org.za / http://www.facebook.com/BetDavidSandton 

Can you help? 
 

- Looking for a 1 or 2-bedroom garden 
cottage to rent in the vicinity of Bet David.  

Occupation asap.  
Contact David on 0847238562 

 
- Position offered for a part-time companion, 
to provide daily visits and mental stimulation 

to a lady recovering from illness.    
Morningside Manor area. 

For details please email Adie Carson 
acar3092@bigpond.net.au 

http://www.beitemanuel.co.za/
mailto:rabbi.schell@betdavid.org.za
mailto:accounts@betdavid.org.za
mailto:admin1@betdavid.org.za
mailto:admin2@betdavid.org.za
http://www.betdavid.org.za/
http://www.facebook.com/BetDavidSandton
mailto:acar3092@bigpond.net.au
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A collection of pictures from both days of the De-consecration weekend (12 and 13 August) 
Thank you to Janis Jordan, Antonio Coreejes and Desmond Sweke for the photos of the  

de-consecration weekend. All pictures can be downloaded from on our Website. 
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