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Rabbi Adrian M Schell                                                                                                 Rabbi Hillel Avidan, Emeritus 
 
 

Ad Kan כאן עד  
  Shabbat Toldot 5777 

02/03 December 2016 – 02/03 Kislev 5777 
 

Friday 02 December – 18.00 Kabbalat Shabbat service; 18.00 Kids’ Club with Kendyll 
Saturday 03 December – 08.30 Cheder; 08.45 Torah Breakfast; 10.00 Shabbat Morning Service – Bat 
Mitzvah of Jayde Soekoe, followed by a b’rachah sponsored by Brad & Tiziana Soekoe and Nikki Soekoe in 
Jayde’s honour; Aufruf Michelle Livni and Marc Schwartz; 10.00 Youth service and activities with Kendyll; 
12.45 “Modern Jewish Philosophy” shiur with Brett Steingo, this week discussing streams of Zionist 
ideology including Rav Kook (religious Zionism) and Jabotinsky (Revisionist Zionism)  
Friday 09 December – 18.00 FAMILY Kabbalat Shabbat service; DECEMBER BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS; 
Birthday Chocolates sponsored by Elgar & Gail Rogaly in honour of their wedding anniversary.  The service 
is followed by a light supper (sponsors welcome); No Kids’ Club  
Saturday 10 December – 08.30 Cheder; 08.45 Torah Breakfast; 10.00 Shabbat Morning Service, followed 
by a b’rachah sponsored by Brett, Carol, Terah and Seth Miller who are making aliyah; Welcome of New 
Jews by Choice – Deborah Paddock and Nicole Rossouw; 10.00 Youth service and activities with Kendyll; 
12.45 “Modern Jewish Philosophy” shiur with Brett Steingo 
Friday 16 December – 18.00 Kabbalat Shabbat service; No Kids’ Club (Kendyll away) 
Saturday 17 December – 08.45 Torah Breakfast; 10.00 Shabbat Morning Service followed by a b’rachah; 
No Youth service and activities (Kendyll away); 12.45 “Modern Jewish Philosophy” shiur with Brett Steingo 

 

JAYDE SOEKOE – BAT MITZVAH  
My name is Jayde Soekoe and I will be turning 14 in December. I go to Reddam 
House Waterfall Estate where I play hockey. I have an 8-year-old brother 
named Daniel and a 21-year-old sister named Nikita.  I love shopping with my 
dad’s Credit card and I love spending time with family and friends. My joy in 
life is my puppy and helping underprivileged kids. Last Sunday I helped 70 kids 
for Mitzvah Day as my ‘Bati project’. We invited them to a picnic and played 
games with them.  All of that made my heart warm. I can't wait to celebrate 
my Bat Mitzvah on Saturday. 

 

Mitzvah Day – Thank you! 
Mitzvah Day could not have been the success it was without the kindness and generosity of everyone 
involved. Special ‘thank yous’ should be given out to everyone who helped make it happen. To the Bet 
David Kehillah, Monica Solomon and Steve Solomon for the donations that allowed us to buy a hearty lunch 
for the children as well as Brad Soekoe for his donation and the use of his Stallion transporters to bring the 
kids to and from the park. To Greg, Ruth and Janis Jordan for not only donating bubbles for each child but 
also arriving on the day with a trailer filled with watermelons, utensils and tables for us to use for our picnic. 
To Beatrice, Ethan and Jarred Lewis for the amazing party packs for each child as well as for playing so 
wonderfully with the kids. A special thank you to my mom, Sue Jacobson, who travelled up from Durban to 
be with us and who along with my other family, Barbara, Bryony and Justin Michel, made cupcakes for each 
child to decorate and eat. To everyone who was present during the event and who made sure the children 
always had a smile on their faces; Antonio Coreejes, Tertius Carstens, Lesley Shipton, Jody Farber, Tom 
Jackson, Vicky Heger, Pam, Moshe and Tinashe Simwawa, Darryl Egnal, Sharon Margo and Jayde’s friend 
Xia. Lastly to Rabbi Schell, Nikki and Jayde Soekoe for all the help, support and laughs that went into 
planning this, thank you for helping me make the idea come to fruition. Mitzvah Day 2016 was an absolutely 
resounding success and we all cannot wait to make the next event happen.  Kendyll Jacobson 

 

Bet David office closure - The shul office will close for the end-of-year holiday break on  
Friday 23 December and will re-open on Tuesday morning, 03 January 2017. 
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SAUPJ Press Release 
Monday 28 November, 2016: The South African Union for Progressive Judaism (SAUPJ) is pleased to 
announce that, together with the other South African Jewish Board of Deputies’ constituent bodies, 
agreement has been reached on the basic format of the Yom Hashoa commemoration service to be held in 
Gauteng.  The same model as the Cape has been agreed on and the community will have the option of 
participating in either or both parts of the ceremony.  
Monica Solomon, SAUPJ National Chairman, said: “We are thrilled that agreement has been reached by the 
Gauteng Board of the SAJBD which will enable women to participate in the commemoration services.  We 
look forward to participating with the SAJBD in the organisation of a meaningful Yom Hashoa ceremony.” 
 

Mazal tov 
Jayde Soekoe on the occasion of her Bat Mitzvah this Shabbat; 
Michelle Livni and Marc Schwartz on their upcoming chuppah; 

Roy and Marlene Licht on the birth of a granddaughter, Eden Dalya Licht, born to Gary and Rachel in 
London and a grandson, Michael Charlton Licht, born to Ryan and Sally; 

New Jews by Choice Catherine Rainsford, Dylan Gaillard, Lesley Shipton; Vickey Jacoby;  
Deborah Paddock and Nicole Rossouw; 

Dr. David Rose on completing his medical degree, graduating with an MBBCh Wits on 12 December; 
Happy birthday to all who have birthdays during the week 28 November to 04 December –  
Darryl Bennett; Kenny Klugman; Kelly Berkowitz; Dallas Burg; Barbara Gordon; David Gordon;  
Marlene Licht; Sue Randall; Sheri Somekh; Diane Edel; Linda Beale; Ann Nomis; David Kramer. 

 

We gratefully acknowledge recent donations  
High Holy Day donations – Keith Falcke; Tina Miller; B’rachah sponsorship – Soekoe family in honour of 

Jayde’s Bat Mitzvah. If you would prefer your donation to remain anonymous, please advise the office. 
 

Speedy Recovery-Refuah Shleimah 
Dr Arnold Levin; Arthur Kruger; Isaac Livni; Leah Livni; Melanie Bailey.  Please contact Glynnis to report a 

hospitalisation or illness and direct us in the most appropriate way to respond. 
 

Weekly Yahrzeits 
Fritz Peiser remembered by Monica Solomon; Dorothy Sobel remembered by Gerald Sobel;  

Stanley Kronson remembered by Daryl Kronson; Fritz Perlstein remembered by Sybil Perlstein;  
Betty Levy remembered by Dr Arnold Levin; Alec Egnal remembered by Darryl Egnal; Mark Jacobs 

remembered by Ivan Walt; Harry Cohen remembered by Pat van Flymen; Jack Cohen remembered by 
Pam Sher; Philip Kupowitz remembered by Rebecca (Bucca) Jankes.  

Zichronam livracha, may their memory be for a blessing. 
 

Bet David Kehillah  
Disposable Nappies and Sanitary Towel Drive — Sisterhood extends a BIG thank you to everyone who 
has generously contributed towards the drive.  Additional donations of nappies and sanitary towels will 
be appreciated. Below - photos of Kehillah’s Xmas party for the children of Leamogetswe Feeding Scheme 
in Alex where 400+ school children are fed daily. Kehillah gave the children party packs, which thrilled them! 

    
Monthly Feeding Schemes Food Collection—Please continue to drop off non-perishable groceries via the 
office or leave in the temporary Shul for our feeding schemes.  Monthly food collections resume in January. 
Bet David Kitchen—There will be no take-home orders from the kitchen until further notice. 
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Parashat Toldot:  It is about seeing—and not seeing  
Our parasha reports the way Isaac was tricked into giving Jacob 
the blessing for the firstborn, taking advantage of his blindness. 
But was Isaac really blind, was he really not able to notice that it 
was Jacob who stood in front of him, and not Esau? 
History is sometimes made by averting our eyes.  The contrast 
between Isaac and his father Abraham is most stark.  Abraham 
moves the story by seeing.  Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw 
the ram.  It was there all along but he could not see it because of 
his zeal.  This is similar to Hagar and her story.  The well was there 
all along.  But she could not see it because of her tears.  
Sometimes passion and grief obscure our seeing.   
Many people think that miracles are about God working magic.  
But according to Genesis they are about lifting up the eyes.  They are about opening the eyes and seeing 
what is already there. So miracles are more about our seeing things than God’s magic.  Miracles are about 
noticing the extraordinary in the ordinary.   
So how do we understand Isaac’s not seeing?  If he is blinded by choice—because it is too painful to verbalise 
what one son is doing to another or how his wife is conspiring against him or how he is favouring one son 
over another—then what might be the miracle that he is unable to see?  That miracle I am sorry to say is in 
the sequel.  It is in next week’s portion.  That miracle is the dream of a ladder going to heaven.  This miracles 
occurs because Jacob is now running from Esau.  Such is the history that is created by Isaac choosing not to 
see. 
I am left with the impression that we can’t see everything.  That some things are too painful to see clearly.  
The truth must sometimes be concealed.  And that we must, as a matter of faith, veil our eyes. In truth, it is 
not Abraham who teaches us how to build faith.  God can ask me as many times as He wants but I am not 
going to sacrifice my son—or my daughter—on some mountain top.  It is Isaac who tells me how to lead a 
life of faith.  We can look at the world and all its pain.  We can look at our own lives with all the difficulties, 
and say, there is no God; there are no miracles.  Or you can see the lone ram caught in the thicket, or the 
well buried under the desert scrub.  You can look at nature in all its wonderful spring colours, and say, "I 
believe!" Faith is a matter of averting our eyes from our daily pains.  And seeing instead the sometimes less 
frequent joys and blessings.  It is about seeing—and not seeing. 
Shabbat Shalom – Rabbi Adrian M Schell (Source: Rabbi Steven Moskowitz)   
Podcast of Rabbi Schell’s weekly Sermons Tuesdays on Radio Today (10h30) or:  http://goo.gl/LsHQrY. 

 

Netzer Machaneh Lech Lecha 
A reminder that Netzer's annual Machaneh (summer camp) takes place in December. This year it's 
Machaneh Lech Lecha (Go Forth), and runs from 12 to 26 December 2016, with the rear-guard remaining 
until the 31st. Details and forms are on the Netzer South Africa website www.netzer.org.za, email 
camp@netzer.org.za or call Daniel on 078 647 1285.  

 

SHABBAT SERVICES & EVENTS 
FRIDAY EVENING: 18:00 Kabbalat Shabbat Service 

KIDS’ CLUB YOUTH ACTIVITIES 18:00 - 19.00 for ages 3–10 weekly with Kendyll, excl. Family Services 

FAMILY SERVICE 18:00—09 December; MONTHLY BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS—09 December 

SHABBAT MORNING: 08:30 - 12.00 CHEDER – Re-opens in January 2017   

10:00 SHABBAT SHACHARIT SERVICE followed by Modern Jewish Philosophy shiur with Brett Steingo 

10.00 - 11.00 CHILDREN’S SERVICE; 11.00 - 12.00 YOUTH ACTIVITIES every Saturday with Kendyll  

Rabbi Adrian M Schell – rabbi.schell@betdavid.org.za – SMS or WhatsApp: 076-4486672 (emergencies)  
accounts@betdavid.org.za (Diane) / admin1@betdavid.org.za (Glynnis) 
admin2@betdavid.org.za (Sharon) / youth@betdavid.org.za (Kendyll)  

Tel:  +27 11 7837117 / Office hours 09.00 – 14.30 (Mon-Thurs) 09.00 –13.00 (Fri & Erev Yom Tov)  
 www.betdavid.org.za / http://www.facebook.com/BetDavidSandton 

 

Torah Reading for Toldot 
Genesis 25:19-28:9 (Gen 27:15-27:40)  

Plaut p. 179; Hertz p. 98 
Haftarah: Malachi 1:1-2:7  

Plaut p.191; Hertz 102 
In our Parasha Isaac and Rebekah have 
twins, and name them Jacob and Esau 
who constantly fight with each other, 
even in the womb.  First Esau sells his 
birth right to Jacob.  Finally, Jacob 
steals Esau’s blessing and lives up to 
his name, "heel." 

http://goo.gl/LsHQrY
mailto:rabbi.schell@betdavid.org.za
mailto:accounts@betdavid.org.za
mailto:admin1@betdavid.org.za
mailto:admin2@betdavid.org.za
http://www.betdavid.org.za/
http://www.facebook.com/BetDavidSandton
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Bet David’s events from last Shabbat and Mitzvah Day on Sunday  

 


