
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ad Kan כאן עד   

Shabbat Chayei Sarah 

10—11 November 2017 ;   

22 Cheshvan 5778 

Rabbi Adrian M Schell 
Rabbi Emeritus: Hillel Avidan Calendar  

 Friday 10 November: 
*Kabbalat Shabbat 
Service (18:00);      
*L’chaim (19:00); 
*Kids’ Club (18:00) 

 Saturday 11 November: 
*Cheder (8:30) 
*Torah Breakfast (8:45) 
*Shabbat morning 
service including the 
Bat Mitzvah of Jessica 
Bennett (10:00) 
*Kids’ service and 
activities (10:00) 

 Monday 13 November: 
*Rabbi Schell on leave 
until 27 Nov 

 Friday 17 November: 
*Beyachad Kabbalat 
Shabbat Service led by 
Netzer (18:00) 

 Saturday 18 November: 
*Cheder (8:30) 
*Shabbat morning 
service (10:00) 
*No Kids’ service 

 Sunday 19 November: 
*Mitzvah Day at WPC 
(10:00) 

 Friday 24 November: 
*Kabbalat Shabbat 
Service including 
November birthday 
blessings (18:00)  
*Kids’ Club (18:00) 

 Saturday 25 November: 
*Cheder (8:30) 
*Shabbat morning 
service (10:00) 
*Kids’ service and 
activities (10:00) 

About the Bat Mitzvah—

Jessica Bennett 
My name is Jessica Bennett and I have 

just turned 13 years old on the 3rd of 

November. I‘m currently in grade 7 at 

Kingsmead 

College. At 

school I 

enjoy 

swimming, 

playing 

tennis and 

netball and 

on the 

weekends, playing golf. For my Bat 

Mitzvah project, I spend a few hours at 

the SPCA cleaning, playing and 

spending time with the dogs and cats. I 

look forward to seeing you all at my Bat 

Mitzvah this Saturday! 

 

Jewish Philosophy Shiurim  
 

On Saturday 18 November and every 

3rd Shabbat therefore, we will resume 

our classes on Jewish Philosophy with 

Brett Steingo. This takes place 

immediately after the Shabbat morning 

service.  If you would like to be added 

to the email list please contact the 

office during the week. 

This year Mitzvah 

Day falls on Sunday 

19 November. The 

SAUPJ Gauteng 

committee will be 

organising the 

project for the day.  

We will be cleaning 

up the Wall of 

Remembrance at West Park Cemetery.  

We will meet at the Ohel at 10:00 and 

head off to clean until 12:00pm.  Please 

bring buckets, cleaning cloths, hats, 

sunscreen, and water as well as any 

other cleaning equipment.  For any 

more info, please speak to Roger 

Scheuble.  

Please note that most parts of Jan 

Smuts Ave. will be closed on this 

Sunday due to the 947 cycle race, so 

please ensure you calculate an 

alternate route to get to WPC. Route 

information and help is available on 

http://www.cyclechallenge.co.za/

residents 

Artwork: Chayei Sarah (The Life of Sarah)  

Artist: Audrey Flack, USA 

www.womenofthebook.org 



 

 

Please contact our office to report illness and advise whether you would like a visit  

from our Chesed team or from the Rabbi. 

BIRTHDAYS  

Yom Huledet 
Sameach to the 

follow members: 
 
 

 
Carol Alexander 
Amanda Rogaly  

Angie Bar 
Ryan Licht 

Esme Gerson 
Vanessa Carpel 
Jessica Lange 
Monty Hacker 
Janis Jordan 
Jack Brust  

 
 
 

CHILDREN UNDER 14:  
 

Ashleigh Leibowitz 

Nakita Hacker 

Eli Joffe   
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Refuah Sheleimah/Speedy Recovery 

 

  Arthur Kruger 

  Arnold Levin 

  Keith Falcke 

  Helen Berzen 

  Marilyn Trujillo 

  Marlene Nelson 

  Michelle Klipin 

  Michelle Ross 

  Rosemary Ndlovu 

  Sally Steingo  

  Shelly Anne Jutan 

  Tony Greenberg  

(brother-in-law of 

Myrna Margo) 

 To Darryl, Leslie-Anne, and Jemma and the Bennett family on Jessica’s Bat Mitzvah. 

 To the 50/50 club draw winners for October, November and December: Helen Pretorius, Tamsyn 
Kupritz and Chayim Schell. All of whom re-donated their winnings.  

Mazel Tov 

 Nathan Brinkman remembered by Abe Brinkman 
 Alan Kronson remembered by Daryl Kronson 
 Trevor Kramer remembered by Carol Kramer 
 Bernard (Boundy) Kramer remembered by Carol Kramer 
 Walter Isaacs remembered by Merle Oshry 
 Les Evans remembered by Brenda Evans 
 Dr Teddy Abro remembered by Lynne Raphaely 
 Emil Trum remembered by Marion Hassall 
 Anne Eliason remembered by Michael Eliason 
 Judah Christoph Thobakgale remembered by Jacob Thobakgale 
 Sophia Bennett, Hettie Rosin, Phyllis Yvonne Foulkes  and Sarah Webb 

remembered by the Bennett family  

Zichronam livracha, May their memory be for a blessing. 

Weekly Yahrzeits  

Thank You 

 To Mike Jankelowitz for sponsoring the l’chaim this Friday in honour of Jodi’s upcoming birthday on 
the 16th. 

 To Darryl Bennett for sponsoring the Shabbat chocolates on Friday and the brocha this Saturday in 
honour of Jessica’s Bat Mitzvah. 

 To Lali Gerber for making and donating some new overlays to the Kehillah. 

 To Lynne Raphaely for the yahrzeit donation in memory of her parents Dr Teddy and Estella Abro. 

SECURITY REQUEST: For 

security reasons please will all 

congregants reverse park on 

shul grounds. 

This is to ensure a quick and 

easy exit in case of any 

emergency.  

Learn more about our new High Holy Days Prayer Book: 

 www.betdavid.org.za/mishkan 

http://www.betdavid.org.za/mishkan
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"Two Cities—two lessons—one people” 

This Shabbat we learn of two cities and two lessons.  Each of these cities offers us 
a value and a cautionary note.  We relearn these values and we recall their 
accompanying cautionary notes. 

The first city is from the Torah portion.  It is Hebron.  In this week’s Torah portion 
Sarah dies at the age of 127 years.  Abraham mourns her and seeks to buy a burial 
plot.  He purchases the Cave of Machpeleh from Ephron, the Hittite.  We learn 
that Abraham pays more than the asking price and thus Hebron becomes the first 
Jewish place.  From this city we are reminded that the land, the land of Israel, is 
more than a sentimental note, it is holy to us.  It is made holy by Sarah’s death, by 
Abraham’s purchase, and God’s promise. 

Here is where it all started.  Our faith began in Hebron, located in the modern day 
West Bank.  Thus it is not just any land that the Palestinians claim. It is our 
people’s as well.  When it comes time to make peace (may that day be very soon) 
it will not be as simple as withdrawing from Gush Katif in Gaza.  And if you recall 
this recent history, remember that it wasn’t simple or easy at all.  In Hebron we 
still feel Jewish history and its reverberations.  There one can sense Abraham’s 
and Sarah’s presence.  

Still our cautionary note is that the land is no more holy than any people;  no place 
is worth more than human life and preserving Jewish democracy.  Even a place as 
holy as Hebron, with its many Jewish resonances, is worth “sacrificing” for the 
sake of furthering security for Israel and saving lives. 

The second city is Berlin.  We think of it 
because of our commemoration of 
“Kristallnacht” this week.  On November 9, 
1938 in Germany and Austria, and in 
particular in Berlin, the Nazis perpetrated this 
“night of broken glass”.  There are many 
dates to which we can point and date the 
beginning of the Holocaust.  This date would 
be one.  On this day the Nazis destroyed and 

burned synagogues and Jewish books.  And on this day the world stood 
by.  Kristallnacht was reported but little, if anything was done.  The Nazis were 
allowed to destroy Jewish lives and homes with impunity. 

We are reminded that even the most cultured of places can become evil.  The 
place that gave the world Max Liebermann, Alexander von Humboldt and Rahel 
Varnhagen also gave rise to the past century’s most unparalleled evil.  

Lest we be naïve, we must proclaim that anti-Semitism still exists.  We hear its 
venom coming from Iran. It exists in Europe, in the United States, and even in 
South Africa.  There are tinges of it emanating from BDS. This is a movement that 
is all about anger and not about peace and empowerment of the Palestinian 
people.  Standing in front of Jewish owned places and calling for boycott of exactly 
those stores and companies follows only one pattern, the Nazi terror of the Third 
Reich. From the memory of Jewish Berlin we are cautioned: stay vigilant. Never be 
so quick to dismiss racism and antisemitism. It can arise anywhere and 
everywhere. It can be found in any city. 

For us Jews, history is relevant, it is part of our identity. Those two cities are only 
two examples for how history has shaped us as a people, as a faith, as human 
beings.  

Shabbat Shalom 

Rabbi Adrian M Schell (Source: Rabbi Steven Moskowitz  ) 

Torah Reading  

Shabbat Chayei Sarah 

(22 Cheshvan 5778) 

Genesis 23:1−25:18  

Reading: Gen 24:1-28 

Plaut p.156; Hertz p.82 

Haftarah: I Kings 1:1-31 

Plaut p.169; Hertz p.90 

 

Summary: 

* Abraham purchases the 

cave of Machpelah in 

order to bury his wife 

Sarah. (23:1-20) 

* Abraham sends his 

servant to find a bride for 

Isaac. (24:1-9) 

* Rebekah shows her 

kindness by offering to 

draw water for the 

servant's camels at the 

well. (24:15-20) 

* The servant meets 

Rebekah's family and 

then takes Rebekah to 

Isaac, who marries her. 

(24:23-67) 

* Abraham takes another 

wife, named Keturah. At 

the age of one hundred 

and seventy-five years, 

Abraham dies, and Isaac 

and Ishmael bury him in 

the cave of Machpelah. 

(25:1-11) 



 

Friday evening: Kabbalat Shabbat: 18:00  

Kids’ Club Youth Activities: 18:00—19:00 (for ages 3 –10) weekly with Kendyll,  

Shabbat Beyachad: 18:00 (followed by a light ‘pizza’ supper) 17 November 

Monthly Birthday Blessings: 24 November 

Shabbat Morning: 8:30—12:00 Cheder  

8:45 Torah Breakfast 

10:00 Shacharit Service 

10:00—12:00 Children’s service and activities with Kendyll every Saturday 

Bet David Kehillah monthly meeting: 10 January 2018 all welcome, please RSVP 

Rabbi Adrian M Schell : rabbi.schell@betdavid.org.za (for emergencies SMS 076 448 6672)  

Office: admin1@betdavid.org.za (Glynnis); admin2@betdavid.org.za (Sharon)  

Management Committee: mancom@betdavid.org.za 

Bookkeeper: accounts@betdavid.org.za (Diane)  

Youth: youth@betdavid.org.za (Kendyll) 

+27 11 783 7117 (Mon - Thurs 9:00 - 14:30; Fri & Erev Yom Tov 9:00 - 13:00  

www.betdavid.org.za / http://www.facebook.com/BetDavidSandton 
CSO 24 Hour Emergency 086 18 000 18 / Hatzolah  0860 100 101 

Banking Details: Acc name: Bet David ; Branch: FNB Wierda Valley ;  
Acc no: 59210012529 (IBT no: 260950)  

Regular Shabbat Service Info  
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Netzer Machaneh Kol HaNeshama Appeal 

Netzer South Africa is a non-profit community organisation. It is the 

policy of our movement to not turn away any camper for financial 

reasons. It is thanks to the generosity of parents who can afford to 

assist those in financial need that has contributed to the ko’ach 

(strength) of our movement. We are also incredibly grateful for the 

continued and generous support of the Reform community and its 

congregations. Each year we are in danger of not being able to maintain our policy of not 

turning campers away.  

Please help us give each Jewish child the opportunity to experience our rich and vibrant 

Machaneh Kol HaNeshama. Pledge an amount to the Assist-A-Camper Appeal via 

finance@netzer.org.za, and make a positive impact on our community. All financial 

information is available via Thandi (treasurer) or Kendyll (Rosh Machaneh). 

No contribution is ever too small. Thank you. 

Hanhallah of Machaneh 2017  
 

Banking details:  

Netzer SA Camp    Bank: Nedbank  

Account number: 1913448347   Branch: Cresta  

Branch Code: 191305    Please use your name/camp as a reference 

Please see the attached 

invitation to the  

“The Social Implications of 

a Downgrade of the SA 

Embassy in Israel” -  

panel discussion  

on 16 Nov at 19h30  

Venue: Rabbi Cyril Harris 

Community Centre (RCHCC) 

cnr Glenhove Rd & 4th 

Street Houghton,  

East of the M1  

Classifieds: Please remember that every third AdKan of the month will include a 

classifieds section.  Should you wish to place an advert, send it through to Kendyll. 

A donation to the shul, in lieu of payment will be appreciated. The next issue will 

go out on Thursday 23 November. 

 

Potential book club: If anyone would like to join a book club during the week, once 

a month, please give you name to the office.  

Kehillah  

TAKE HOME ORDERS 
FROM THE BET DAVID 
KITCHEN:   
Weekly orders must 
be placed by Monday 
(for collection on 
Friday). To place an 
order, call Sharon 
(office) or email to 
admin2@betdavid.org
.za 
 
FEEDING SCHEME  
FOOD COLLECTION: 
The next collection will 
be on Sunday 26 
November. 
Please contact Lesley 
Rosenberg  on 
0832366823 if you are 
able to assist for an 
hour or more at PnP 
South Rd, Hyde Park 
or Morningside. 
 
KEHILLAH BANKING 
DETAILS:  
For brocha payments, 
take-home orders or 
donations to Kehillah:  
Bet David Sisterhood 
Nedbank Sandton  
Acc no: 1970 476 214  
IBT no: 197005.  
Brocha @ Bet David 

Notices 

http://www.betdavid.org.za
http://www.facebook.com/BetDavidSandton

