
 

 

 

 

Ad Kan כאן עד   
Rabbi Adrian M Schell 

Calendar  

 Friday 8 December: 
*Kabbalat Shabbat 
Service including 
December birthday 
blessings followed by a 
l’chaim (18:00)  
*Kids’ Club with Donna
(18:00) 

 Saturday 9 December:  
*Torah Breakfast (8:45) 
*Shabbat morning 
service (10:00) 
*Brocha follows (12:00) 
*Kids’ Club with Donna 
(10:00) 

 Tuesday 12 December: 
*First night Chanukah 
service (18:00), followed 
by a l’chaim and dreidel 
games. Bring your own 
Chanukiah plus 2 candles 
to the service to join in 
lighting the Chanukah 
lights. 

 Friday 15 December: 
*Kabbalat Shabbat 
Service (18:00)  
Bring your own 
Chanukiah to the service 
to join in lighting the 
Chanukah lights. 

    *Kids’ Club with Donna  
     (18:00) 

 Saturday 16 December: 
*Torah Breakfast (8:45) 
*Shabbat morning 
service (10:00) 

 Friday 23 December: 
*Kabbalat Shabbat 
Service (18:00) 
*Kids’ Club with Donna 
(18:00)  

 Saturday 24 December: 
*Torah Breakfast (8:45) 
*Shabbat morning 
(10:00) 

Chanukah @ Bet David 
Chanukah begins this year on the 
evening of Tuesday, 12 December. We 
celebrate the beginning of Chanukah 
with a short service, followed by a 
l’chaim sponsored by Len and Lali 
Gerber. Please bring your chanukiah  
and candles. 
A second chance to light the chanukiah 
with us will be on Friday 15 December 
as part of our Kabbalat Shabbat 
service.  
 

Holiday Schedule 
Services will be held each Shabbat at 
18.00 on Fridays and 10.00 on 
Saturday. At this time of year, your 
presence as part of the congregation 
helps ensure a Minyan.  
Holiday B’rachot catering: Kehillah will 
be providing a basic b’rachah during 
the holiday season. If you would like to 
provide any extras, please bring a 
vegetarian/parev/milk dish to share. 

Travelling over the holiday season? 
Visit these SAUPJ congregations: 
Temple David in Durban, Temple Israel 
in Port Elizabeth, Temple Hillel in East 
London and Temple Israel in 
Greenpoint, Wynberg & West Coast in 
Cape Town; Are you travelling 
overseas? Look up locations at 
www.wupj.org.  
 
Office hours during holiday period—
Monday to Friday: 10am to 3pm. 
Offices will be closed for the holiday 
period from 25 December 2017 to 01 
January 2018.  
Last issue of Ad Kan for 2017 will be 
next week Thursday. First issue for 
2018 will be dated 12 January. 
Congregants will be receiving SMS 
messages in case of important 
community updates in the meantime. 
 
Emergency/After Hours contact— 
Rabbi Adrian M Schell SMS or 
WhatsApp: 076-4486672 

Shabbat Vayeishev  

21 Kislev 5778  - 8—9 December 2017 

Last Shabbat, Jaime Franklin celebrated his Bar Mitzvah with us.  

Warmest wishes as you celebrate the Festival of Lights.  

Have a happy and healthy Chanukah. 

Eric Milner, Chairman & Rabbi Adrian M Schell  

http://www.wupj.org
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Refuah Sheleimah/Speedy Recovery 
 Arthur Kruger  Arnold Levin  Keith Falcke 

 Marlene Nelson Michelle Klipin  Michelle Ross 

 Gail Saul   Sally Steingo     Shelly Anne Jutan 

Please contact our office to report illness & advise whether you would like a visit 

from our Chesed team or the Rabbi. 

Mazel Tov 
 To Tayba Vaughan on her success at the Beit Din on Wednesday.  Tayba will be welcomed into the 

community as a Jew by Choice on Saturday.  
 To Matthew and Nathalie Myers on the naming of their daughter, Sadie Joelle, who was given the 

Hebrew name Shira. 

Weekly Yahrzeits  
 Solomon Rubin remembered by Alan Rubin,  
 Ann Drobis remembered by Kathleen Fermo,  
 Isaac Hacker remembered by Monty Hacker,  
 Thelma Beder remembered by Michael Beder,  
 Evelyn O’Neil remembered by Jamie Levin,  
 Silvi Solomon remembered by Steven Solomon,  
 Sheva Plottel remembered by the Egnal family,  
 Henry Appelbaum remembered by Hylton Appelbaum and Robert 

Appelbaum,  
 Hans Cohn remembered by Sidney Cohn,  
 Robin Gronemann remembered by Len and Lola Gronemann,  
 Richard Ostrowick remembered by Gale Assaizky,  
 Emanuel Somekh remembered by Weitzman Somekh,  
 Wieslawa Stern remembered by Eva Frohlich,  
 Zandra Diamond remembered by Monty Diamond and Lisa Diamond.  
 

Zichronam livracha, May their memory be for a blessing. 

BIRTHDAYS  

Yom Huledet 
Sameach to the 

follow members: 
 

 Daryl Kronson 
 Cherie Somekh 
 Gale Assaizky 
 Allyson Smith 

 Linda Beale 
 David Kramer 

 Ethan Goodman 
 Jayde Soekoe  

 
 

CHILDREN UNDER 14:  
 

 Joshua Woolf 
 Megan Soll 

 Lexi Franklin 
 Jamie Jankelow  

Thank You 
You all might have heard that Kendyll has been offered a new position in Durban 
where she can pursue her dream to study to become a teacher. This comes with a 
heavy heart to all of us at Bet David, but we are happy for her for this opportunity. A 
big THANK YOU to Kendyll for the great work she did for our congregation in building 
up the Kid’s club and her commitment towards Bet David. We will miss you!   
 To Eric Milner, Chairman, for sponsoring the l’chaim on Friday evening in honour 

of the Management Committee.  This is in appreciation of their dedication and 
hard work during the past year. 

 To Jared Lipsitz for sponsoring the brocha on Saturday morning in honour of Tayba who will be called 
up to the Torah on Shabbat. 

 To Cynthia Rosen for organising the annual end-of-year party for over 400 children at the 
Leamogetswe feeding scheme in Alex last Friday. The children had a wonderful time.  They were 
given hotdogs and juice and take-home party packs with essential items. Thank you to the Kehillah 
ladies who helped buy and pack, to Karen Bass for assisting Cynthia on the day, and to all the 
congregants for their generous donations. 

 To Len Gronemann for his donation in memory of his brother, Robin. 
 To Sylvia Borstein for her donation in memory of her parents, Benjamin and Yetta Barwin.  
 To the Egnal Family for their donation in memory of their parents, Mimi and Trevor Egnal. 
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Torah Reading  

Shabbat Vayeishev 

Genesis 37:1−40:23 

Reading: Gen 37:12-36 

Plaut p.247; Hertz p.142 
 

Haftarah:  

Amos 2:6 - 3:8 

Plaut p. 263; Hertz p.152 

 

Summary: 

 Jacob is shown to 
favour his son Joseph, 
whom the other brothers 
resent. Joseph has 
dreams of grandeur.  
 After Joseph's brothers 
had gone to tend the 
flocks in Shechem, Jacob 
sends Joseph to report 
on them. The brothers 
decide against murdering 
Joseph but instead sell 
him into slavery. After he 
is shown Joseph's coat of 
many colours, which had 
been dipped in the blood 
of a kid, Jacob is led to 
believe that Joseph has 
been killed by a beast.  
Tamar successively 
marries two of Judah's 
sons, each of whom dies. 
Judah does not permit 
her levirate marriage to 
his youngest son. She 
deceives Judah into 
impregnating her.  
God is with Joseph in 
Egypt until the wife of his 
master, Potiphar, accuses 
him of rape, whereupon 
Joseph is imprisoned.  

Bet David Campus Update: About our new Shul II 

This is the second part of the update on symbolism in our new sanctuary. A number of 

symbolic items from our old sanctuary have been brought to the new Shul, including the 

two Menorot on the eastern and western walls. The menorah, a symbol of Judaism since 

ancient times, remains a powerful modern symbol of Judaism. Menorot are found in 

most synagogues around the world and it is a symbol that prepares one for meditation 

and prayer.  

The Torah forbids us from trying to portray 

Hashem in illustrations of the divine. 

Another method devised for the 

representation of “divine oneness” is the 

two Hebrew verses placed on either side 

above the Bimah in the front of the Shul, 

namely Psalms 16:8 “”Shviti” and the 

central watchword of our faith The 

“Shema”. Shviti, which proclaims, “I have 

set Hashem before me at all times”, and 

the Shemah are both about the “oneness” 

of the divine. http://opensiddur.org/

prayers-for/daytime/morning/shiviti-

perceiving-the-world-as-an-expression-of-

divine-oneness/  

In addition, Shviti is linked directly to the 

Menorot, as an ancient scribe with the 

pseudonym בעל הכוכב , depicted Shviti as a 

Menorah (illustrated alongside.) 

The Menorah has many lamps, but is made of a single piece of material, “seven in one”, 

like the rainbow with its seven colours, which is incorporated above the Aron Kodesh,. 

The “Rainbow Window” above the Aron Kodesh has a dual symbolism. Firstly, it 

represents the first covenant with Hashem (Genesis 9:14-15) after the great flood when 

Hashem makes a covenant not to destroy ever again the people of this world. Secondly, it 

represents our place in the “Rainbow Nation” of South Africa, of which we form an 

integral part.  

“I have put my rainbow in the clouds, and it will be the sign of the covenant between 

Myself and the world. When I send clouds over the earth, the rainbow will be seen in the 

clouds, and I will remember the covenant between Myself and yourselves and all living 

souls, and there will never again be a flood to destroy all life.”  http://www.chabad.org/

library/article_cdo/aid/2770455/jewish/What-Is-the-Significance-of-a-Rainbow-in-

Judaism.htm  

The linking of our “Rainbow Nation” is similar to the interpretation of Rabbi Samson 

Raphael Hirsch (19th century Germany), who suggests that “Each of the different colours 

of the rainbow represents a different kind of person. In this reading, red, the outermost 

ring of the rainbow, is closest to the heavens and related to Adam — the person who was 

created most directly and immediately in God’s image. (Adam and the Hebrew word for 

“red” [adom] share the same root: the letters aleph, daled and mem.) The other colours 

represent people and other life forms that are further and further from God’s image, but 

the entire spectrum together is pure white light, representing God’s purity. Thus, the 

rainbow becomes a symbol of unity for all life.” https://www.myjewishlearning.com/

article/the-rainbow-in-jewish-symbolism/  

This Rainbow Window is also functional, screening the sunlight that will come from the 

north in the winter months. 

Desmond Sweke 

http://opensiddur.org/prayers-for/daytime/morning/shiviti-perceiving-the-world-as-an-expression-of-divine-oneness/
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Friday evening:  

18h00 Kabbalat Shabbat  

Monthly Birthday Blessings:  

8 December (for who 

celebrate birthdays in 

December) 

Shabbat BeYachad:  

26 January 
 

Shabbat Morning:  

8h30 Cheder (new term 

starts on 20 January 2018) 

8:45 Torah Breakfast  

10:00 Shacharit Service 

10:00—12:00 Children’s 

service and activities  
 

Introduction to Judaism 

Thursdays at 18.30 

Rabbi Adrian M Schell : rabbi.schell@betdavid.org.za (for emergencies SMS 076 448 6672)  

Office: admin1@betdavid.org.za (Glynnis) 

Management Committee: mancom@betdavid.org.za 

Bookkeeper: accounts@betdavid.org.za (Diane)  

Youth: youth@betdavid.org.za 

+27 11 783 7117 (Mon - Thurs 9:00 - 14:30; Fri & Erev Yom Tov 9:00 - 13:00  

www.betdavid.org.za / http://www.facebook.com/BetDavidSandton 
CSO 24 Hour Emergency 086 18 000 18 / Hatzolah  0860 100 101 

Banking Details: Acc name: Bet David ; Branch: FNB Wierda Valley ;  
Acc no: 59210012529 (IBT no: 260950)  

Regular @ Bet 
David 
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Kehillah  

TAKE HOME ORDERS 
FROM THE BET DAVID 
KITCHEN:   
OUR KITCHEN WILL 
REOPEN ON MONDAY 
15 JANUARY FOR 
ORDERS 
 
KEHILLAH BANKING 
DETAILS:  
For brocha payments, 
take-home orders or 
donations to Kehillah:  
Bet David Sisterhood 
Nedbank Sandton  
Acc no: 1970 476 214  
IBT no: 197005.  
Ref: Surname/date 
 
Bet David Kehillah 

monthly meeting: 

Wed 10 January 2018 

at 10:00 (all welcome) 

SECURITY REQUEST: For security reasons please will all congregants reverse park on 

shul grounds. This is to ensure a quick and easy exit in case of any emergency. 

LAST CHANCE to order YOUR  

set of our new  

High Holy Days Prayer Book with  

the early bird discount: 

www.betdavid.org.za/mishkan 

Blessings for Chanukah 
Candles are lit on each of the eight nights of Chanukah, one the first night (12. 
December), two the second, and an additional candle on each subsequent 
night. The candle for the first night is placed at the far right of the chanukiah; on 
each subsequent night, another candle is added to the left. An extra candle, 
designated as the shamash, is lit first, then used to light the others after the 
blessings are recited. Each night the candles are lit from left to right, starting 
with the new candle. The last blessing (Shehechiyanu) is recited only on the first 
night. 
The last candle is lit on Tuesday night, the 19 December. 

 

עֹולָּם ה ְייָּ ֱאלֵהינּו ֶמֶלְך הָּ רּוְך ַאתָּ יו, בָּ נּו ְבִמְצֹותָּ נּו ְלַהְדִליק ֵנר ֶשל , ֲאֶשר ִקְדשָּ ְוִצּוָּ
ה . ַחנֻכָּ  

Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam, asher kid'shanu b'mitzvotav v'tsivanu l'hadlik ner 
shel Chanukah.  Blessed are You, Eternal our God, Sovereign of all, who hallows us with Mitzvot, 
commanding us to kindle the Chanukah lights.  

עֹולָּם ה ְייָּ ֱאלֵהינּו ֶמֶלְך הָּ רּוְך ַאתָּ הם ַבִזַמן , בָּ אבֹוֵתינּו ַביִָּמים הָּ ה ִנִסים לָּ שָּ ֶשעָּ
.  ַהֶזה  

Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam, she-asah nisim laavoteinu v'imoteinu bayamim 
hahaeim baz'man hazeh.  
Blessed are You, Eternal our God, Sovereign of all, who performed wonders for our ancestors in 
days of old at this season.  
Add every night: We kindle these lights because of the wondrous deliverance You performed for 
our ancestors. During these eight days of Chanukah, these lights are scared; we are not to use 
them but only to behold them, so that their glow may rouse us to give thanks for Your won-
drous acts of deliverance. 
First night only:  

נּו ַלְזַמן ַהֶזה נּו ְוִהִגיעָּ נּו ְוִקְימָּ ם  ֶשֶהֱחיָּ ה ְייָּ  ֱאֹלֵהינּו ֶמֶלְך ַהעֹולָּ רּוְך ַאתָּ  בָּ
Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam, shehecheyanu v'kiy'manu v'higianu laz'man 
hazeh. 
Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of all, for giving us life, for sustaining us, and for 
enabling us to reach this season. 
See also Mishkan T’filah page 572 and 668. 

Chag Chanukah Samei’ach ~ חג  חנוכה ׁשמח     

http://www.betdavid.org.za
http://www.facebook.com/BetDavidSandton
http://www.betdavid.org.za/mishkan

