
 

 

 

 

Ad Kan כאן עד   
Rabbi Adrian M Schell 

Calendar  

 Friday 1 December: 
*Kabbalat Shabbat 
Service followed by a 
l’chaim (18:00)  
*Last Kids’ Club with 
Kendyll (18:00) 

Saturday 2 December: 
*Torah Breakfast (8:45) 
*Shabbat morning service 
including the Bar Mitzvah 
of Jaime Franklin (10:00) 
*Kids’ service and activities 
(10:00) 
*Brocha follows in the 
Middleton Hall  
*Jewish Philosophy Shi’ur 
with Brett (after service to 
2pm) 

 Friday 8 December: 
*Kabbalat Shabbat 
Service followed by a 
l’chaim (18:00)  
*Kids’ Club with Donna
(18:00) 

 Saturday 9 December:  
*Torah Breakfast (8:45) 
*Shabbat morning 
service (10:00) 
*Brocha follows (12:00) 

 Tuesday 12 December: 
*First night Chanukah 
service followed by a 
l’chaim and Dreidel 
games (18:00) 

 Friday 15 December: 
*Kabbalat Shabbat 
Service followed by a 
l’chaim (18:00)  
*Kids’ Club with Donna
(18:00) 

 Saturday 16 December: 
*Torah Breakfast (8:45) 
*Shabbat morning 
service (10:00) 
 

About the Bar Mitzvah—

Jaime Franklin 
Hi, my name is 

Jaime Franklin. 

I am at King 

David Victory 

Park. At school 

I love to do art 

and play 

soccer with all 

my friends.        

I cannot wait 

for my BarMi.  

For my project I am going to visit a 

SPCA every weekend for a month and 

help them during next year.  

I am looking forward to going to camp 

in December and I will miss my little 

sister Lexi.  

 

Jewish Philosophy Shiur 
The last Shiur for the year, with Brett 

Steingo,  will take place this Saturday 

after the service: “The impact of 

Philosophy on Halacha & Jewish Life”.  

Mitzvah Day 
Thank you to all the 30 members and 

friends of Bet David who joined the 

SAUPJ Gauteng on Mitzvah Day to 

clean the Wall of Remembrance and 

“Still-born” area at West Park 

Cemetery. Your support made a big 

difference—44 bags full!   

(See Group Picture above). 

 

Kids’ Club Chanukah 

activities 
Join Kendyll this 

Shabbat for donuts 

and Chanukah 

crafts!  This will be 

the last Shabbat 

with Kendyll for the 

year but Donna Elston will be running 

a few services over December (see 

calendar for details). We will be 

making chanukiot and dreidels while 

nibbling on delicious donuts.  

See you all there! 

Shabbat Vayishlach 

14 Kislev 5778  - 1—2 December 2017 



 

 

Ad Kan כאן עד   

Refuah Sheleimah/Speedy Recovery 

 

 

Please contact our office to report illness & advise whether you would like a visit from our 

Chesed team or the Rabbi. 

  Arthur Kruger 

  Arnold Levin 

  Cynthia Kahn  

 

  Keith Falcke 

  Michelle Klipin 

  Michelle Ross 

 

  Rosemary Ndlovu 

  Sally Steingo  

  Shelly Anne Jutan 

 To Jaime Franklin and the Franklin family on Jaime’s Bar Mitzvah this Shabbat. 

 To Louis Myberg, grandfather of Tayba Vaughan who is celebrating his 90th birthday in Cape Town. 
 To Martin and Sylvia Borstein on the birth of a granddaughter, Ella Rose, in August. 

Mazel Tov 

 Sannie Helena Thobakgale remembered by Jacob, Kani, Neo and Judah 
Thobakgale 

 Goldie Lipschitz remembered by Barry Lipschitz 
 Errol Cooper remembered by Lesley Cohn 
 Asher Goldin remembered by Jenny Correia 
 Judith Goldin remembered by Jenny Correia 
 Claire Rayment remembered by Carina Cohen 
 David Lain remembered by Sandra Kronson 
 Lily Jankelow remembered by Merle Gaitz 
 Edith Milne remembered by Karen Bass 
 Phil & Sabina Davis and Morris Franklin remembered by the Franklin Family 
 
 

Zichronam livracha, May their memory be for a blessing. 

Weekly Yahrzeits  

BIRTHDAYS  

Yom Huledet 
Sameach to the 

follow members: 
 

Sybil Perlstein  
Darryl Bennett 

Kenneth Klugman 
Kelly Berkowitz 

Dallas Burg 
Barbara Gordon 

David Gordon 
Marlene Licht 

David Licht 
Alon Stransky  

Sharon Ellwood 
Ann Nomis 
Diane Edel 

 
 

CHILDREN UNDER 14:  
Milah Kramer  
Jaime Franklin 

Thank You 

 To Sharon Ellwood for sponsoring the l’chaim on 
Friday in honour of her birthday on 1 December. 

 Apologies to Merle Oshry for the typo last week, 
her recent yahrzeit donation was in memory of 
Walter Isaacs. 

 Apologies to Carol Kramer for the typo last week, 
her recent yahrzeit donation in memory of Trevor 
Kramer and Bernard (Boundy) Kramer. 

 To Len Gronemann for the yahrzeit donation in 
memory of his brother, Robin Gronemann. 

 To Cynthia Rosen for the yahrzeit donation in 
memory of her mother, Maude Gordon. 

 To Sylvia Borstein for the yahrzeit donation in 
memory of her parents, Yetta and Benjamin 
Barwin. 

 To Barbie & Len Davis, Jaime’s grandparents for 
sponsoring the brocha this Saturday in honour of 
his Bar Mitzvah.  

A “Thank you “ from the Rabbi 

“I‘d like to thank all those members who have 
contributed to and lead the wonderful services 
during my leave. It feels good to know that we 
have very capable lay leaders in our congregation. I 
would also like to include Netzer into this thank 
you. It is very different to lead a service in the 
formal setting of a shul, compared to the camp. 
That we, as a congregation, have been able to 
provide Netzer the chance and the safe space to 
make these experiences is worth an extra “thank 
you” to all of you. “ 
Rabbi Schell 
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Torah Reading  

Shabbat Vayishlach 

Genesis 32:4−36:43 

Reading: Gen 32:4-31 

Plaut p.219; Hertz p.122 
 

Haftarah:  

Obadiah 1:1 - 1:21 

Plaut p.    ; Hertz p.137 

 

Summary: 

 Jacob prepares to meet 
Esau. He wrestles with a 
"man," who changes 
Jacob's name to Israel. 
(32:4-33) 
 Jacob and Esau meet 
and part peacefully, each 
going his separate way. 
(33:1-17) 
 Dinah is raped by 
Shechem, the son of 
Hamor the Hivite, who 
was chief of the country. 
Jacob's sons Simeon and 
Levi take revenge by 
murdering all the males 
of Shechem, and Jacob's 
other sons join them in 
plundering the city. (34:1
-31) 
 Rachel dies giving birth 
to Benjamin and is buried 
in Ephrah, which is 
present-day Bethlehem. 
(35:16-21) 
 Isaac dies and is buried 
in Hebron. Jacob's and 
Esau's progeny are listed. 
(35:22-36:43) 

Tree Of Life—Eitz Chayim  

Please advise the office if 

your loved one’s leaf from 

the Tree Of Life is 

damaged or missing. In the 

new year we will be 

replacing and/or fixing the 

Tree Of Life, as it is an 

integral part of Bet David. 

Bet David Campus Update: About our new Shul 

Although the Bet David Campus was not complete at the time, the first service in 

the new sanctuary was Erev Rosh Hashanah 5778. All services since then have 

taken place in the new synagogue. It was wonderful to sit in the light and airy 

sanctuary for the auspicious High Holy Days after years of planning and months of 

construction.  

To date, most of the progress reports have had themes relating to specific aspects 

of our new campus. This report is the first of two that will focus on the symbolism 

of the new campus, which is purposely integrated to form a modern, welcoming, 

spiritually symbolic Jewish House of Prayer.   

The rondavel shape, so typical of Africa, symbolizing our African roots, has been 

carried over from the original Shul in the thatched Rondavel “summerhouse” on 

the property. This shape has been combined with a roof, like that of a tent. The 

Shul also has entrances on all four sides, representing the tent of Sarah and 

Abraham. The Talmud describes Abraham and Sarah as exceptionally welcoming 

hosts. One midrash teaches that the tent of Sarah and Abraham was open on all 

four sides, so that they could welcome travelers approaching from all directions. 

Similarly, our Synagogue has been designed to be welcoming to all. 

Erev Rosh Hashanah 5778 has meaning in terms of gematria. Bible gematria is a 

part of Jewish culture that assigns numerical value to a word, name, or phrase. 

5778 in terms of Gamatria are "straight-line" numbers". (https://

www.biblegematria.com/the-numbers-point-straight-to-5778.html). The Hebrew 

word for "straight" is רשי ,  which is an anagram of שרי  (Sarai), Sarai was Sarah’s 

name before it was changed to Sarah.  (https://www.biblestudytools.com/

dictionary/sarah-sarai/ ).  This is the reason that it is fitting that the first service in 

our sanctuary designed to represent the welcoming tent of Sarah and Abraham 

took place on Erev Rosh Hashanah 5778. 

The biblical story records that Abraham planted a verdant garden, which included 

a palm tree that would shade an “honest and good man” but respond differently 

to a bad person.  

“Most wonderful of all was a magnificent palm tree, which seemed to know every 

wayfarer that came near it. If an honest and good man would sit down under its 

shade, the tree would spread forth its branches to shield the visitor from the 

burning sun, or wind. But if the visitor happened to be a bad man, the palm tree 

would lift up its branches and give the man no protection. But whenever the tree 

would act that way, Abraham would come to the visitor and show him special 

kindness and attention. He would tell the visitor about G‑d, and about G‑d's 

kindness to all. All the wickedness would melt away in the heart of the bad man, 

and goodness and kindness would fill it instead. Then the palm tree would spread 

forth its branches over the man in a friendly way”. (http://mobile.askmoses.com/

article/195,2111898/Abraham-And-Sarah.html)  

Our Sanctuary has large windows overlooking the beautiful garden forest that 

includes the 35 mature trees that were moved from our last premises, including 

the palm trees that now line the western boundary. The landscaping of the 

gardens will continue in January. 

Next week, the second part of this update will explain more of the symbolism of 

the interior of the synagogue.  

Desmond Sweke 

https://www.biblegematria.com/the-numbers-point-straight-to-5778.html
https://www.biblegematria.com/the-numbers-point-straight-to-5778.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionary/sarah-sarai/
https://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionary/sarah-sarai/
http://mobile.askmoses.com/article/195,2111898/Abraham-And-Sarah.html
http://mobile.askmoses.com/article/195,2111898/Abraham-And-Sarah.html


 

Friday evening: Kabbalat Shabbat: 18:00  

Monthly Birthday Blessings: 8 December (for who celebrate birthdays in December) 

Shabbat Morning:  

8:45 Torah Breakfast 2 Dec 

10:00 Shacharit Service 

10:00—12:00 Children’s service and activities with Kendyll every Saturday 

Bet David Kehillah monthly meeting: 10 January 2018 at 10:00 (all welcome) 

Rabbi Adrian M Schell : rabbi.schell@betdavid.org.za (for emergencies SMS 076 448 6672)  

Office: admin1@betdavid.org.za (Glynnis); admin2@betdavid.org.za (Sharon)  

Management Committee: mancom@betdavid.org.za 

Bookkeeper: accounts@betdavid.org.za (Diane)  

Youth: youth@betdavid.org.za (Kendyll) 

+27 11 783 7117 (Mon - Thurs 9:00 - 14:30; Fri & Erev Yom Tov 9:00 - 13:00  

www.betdavid.org.za / http://www.facebook.com/BetDavidSandton 
CSO 24 Hour Emergency 086 18 000 18 / Hatzolah  0860 100 101 

Banking Details: Acc name: Bet David ; Branch: FNB Wierda Valley ;  
Acc no: 59210012529 (IBT no: 260950)  

Regular Shabbat Service Info  

Ad Kan כאן עד   

In our Torah portion for this week, we are told of Jacob’s fears, 
and of his wrestling with a man-angel who changes Jacob’s 
name to Israel.  Following that struggle “Jacob therefore 
named that place Peni’el–‘For I have seen God face-to-face 
פנים /-אל-)פנים   Panim-El-Panim), yet my life has been 
spared” (Genesis 32:31). 

In Jacob’s struggling with an angel, he discovers two 
things:  that he can survive conflict, and that in struggle he 
encounters God.  Moreover, this encounter is two way–he and 
God meet face to face, one does not see the other alone.  The encounter is, by 
definition, mutual. 

Interestingly, Jacob is the only individual in the Torah whose encounter with God is 
described as such, panim-el-panim.  Abraham and God have dialogue, and Moses 
sees God’s back side, but neither of these figures meet God face to face.  Later in 
the Bible, Gideon encounters God face-to-face, Ezekiel speaks of the Israelites’ 
encounter with God in the wilderness as meeting them face to face, and Hosea 
makes a similar reference.  It seems to remain the case that an individual meeting 
God face-to-face is quite a special experience for Jacob, and later for Gideon as 
well. 

We, in our most ancient prayers, seek after our forefather Jacob’s 
experience.  With the words of the priestly blessing, we pray “may the Eternal’s 
face shine upon you and be gracious with you, and may God’s face be lifted upon 
you, and grant you peace,” (Numbers 6:25-26).  When we pray our most sacred 
words, we express a deep longing, one that Jacob gave voice to after his encounter 
in this week’s Torah portion: that we may be blessed with an encounter with God, 
and that it may be face-to-face. In that struggle with the Divine we may come to 
learn that through it we find life and all the more so survive. 

Shabbat Shalom Rabbi Adrian M Schell  

(Source: Rabbi Harvey Fields; Picture: Jacob Wrestling with the Angel by Léon Bonnat  (1833–1922)) 

Parashat Vayishlach: “Encountering God” 
Kehillah  

TAKE HOME ORDERS 
FROM THE BET DAVID 
KITCHEN:   
PLEASE NOTE THAT 
THE LAST ORDERS 
NEED TO BE PLACED 
BY MONDAY 4 
DECEMBER AS THE 
KITCHEN WILL BE 
CLOSED FROM 8 
DECEMBER 
To place an order, call 
the office or email to 
admin1@betdavid.org
.za 
The kitchen will 
reopen on Monday 15 
January 
 
 
KEHILLAH BANKING 
DETAILS:  
For brocha payments, 
take-home orders or 
donations to Kehillah:  
Bet David Sisterhood 
Nedbank Sandton  
Acc no: 1970 476 214  
IBT no: 197005.  
Ref: Brocha @ Bet 
David 

SECURITY REQUEST: 

For security reasons 

please will all 

congregants reverse 

park on shul grounds. 

This is to ensure a 

quick and easy exit in 

case of any 

emergency.  

http://www.betdavid.org.za
http://www.facebook.com/BetDavidSandton

