
 

Rabbi  Adria n M Schel l  
www.betda vid .org.za  

BET DAVID 

This Shabbat  

at Bet David 

Join us for another Shabbat filled 

with celebrations: This Friday (2. 

February) for our TuBiSh’vat 

celebration at 17:00, before the 

service (18:00), followed by a 

l’chaim, celebrating Jarrod & 

Beatrice Lewis‘ recent birthdays.  

Our Kid’s club meets at 18:00. 

On Saturday (3. February) we 

start with Cheder at 8:30, the 

Breakfast Study group meets at 

8:45.  Our Shabbat morning 

service includes the Aufruf for 

Codey-Lee Sueltz and begins at 

10:00. The service is followed by a 

Brocha in Codey’s honour.  

Shabbat Shalom! 
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Tu Bi Sh’vat 

    Celebrate the Birthday of the trees with 

us this Friday, 2 February at 17.00.  

~ Tree-planting,  

Kids and Family activities ~ 
Having back our Bet David garden, we will take up the 

long-standing Bet David tradition to plant a tree and to 

celebrate the “Birthday of the trees“. We will plant a 

tree, have a mini-seder and run some fun-activities for 

children. Everyone is welcome.  

Shabbat Shekalim—Saturday 10 February 2018 @ 6.30 PM 

See Invitation on Page 2 



 

BET DAVID 

Upcoming events 

• Friday 09 February: 

* Kabbalat Shabbat 

Service (18:00)  

followed by a l’chaim 

* Kids’ Club (18:00) 

• Saturday 10 February: 

* Cheder (8:30) 

* Torah Breakfast (8:45) 

* Shabbat morning 

service includes the 

Welcoming of Jodi 

Jankelowitz as a New 

Jew by Choice and the 

Naming of Alissa 

Jankelowitz (10:00) 

* Festive opening of 

the BD Campus (18:30) 

• Friday 16 February: 

* Kabbalat Shabbat 

Service (18:00)   

* Kids’ Club (18:00) 

• Saturday 17 February: 

* Cheder (8:30) 

* Torah Breakfast (8:45) 

* Shabbat morning 

service (10:00) 
 

Regular 

Friday evening:  

18:00 Kabbalat Shabbat  

Monthly Birthday 

Blessings and Shabbat 

BeYachad Service:  

24 February  

Shabbat Morning:  

8:30 Cheder  

8:45 Torah Breakfast  

10:00 Shacharit Service 

10:00—12:00 Children’s 

service and activities  

Introduction to Judaism 

Thursdays at 18.30 

Kehillah monthly 

meeting: 14 February 

Adult Bat or Bar Mitzvah 

Do you want to celebrate your second Bat Mitzvah, or haven‘t you had a 

Bar Mitzvah so far?  

Rabbi Schell will start a class for  

those interested on 13 February. Please find 

more information attached to the AdKan or 

on the flyers in the Shul. 

Ad Kan כאן עד  

 

Together we have reached something very special and unique.  

Together we built a new Synagogue where we not only can encounter 

God, but also practise our Judasim in its multi-faceted ways  as we experi-

ence it every day. We can come together in joy to celebrate life‘s achieve-

ments and highlights, but also in moments of sadness and when we need 

the support of others. We come to learn and to share wisdom.  All this and 

much more is Bet David and takes place in our new Shul and in its 

sourrounding offices.  

And this milestone in our congregational history is worth celebrating. 

At the same time we all know and see that we couldn‘t fulfill and imple-

ment all dreams we had for the buildings, and why we continue to need 

your support. In short, you all are invited to join our ManCom for an eve-

ning of celebration and raising funds for our next visions on:  

 

Shabbat Shekalim—Saturday 10 February 2018 @ 6.30 PM 

for the 

Official Opening of the new Bet David Campus 

Special Guests: Rabbi Hillel & Ruth Avidan 

 

ENTRANCE FEE  R 275 p/P  - Cash bar available 

RSVP & PAYMENTS to chair@betdavid.org.za 

Netzer Jo‘burg is kick-starting its year with its annual camp reunion.  

So if you miss camp or wish you had gone, join us at Bet Da-

vid at 10:00 – 12:00 on the 11th of Feb for a Netzer games day 

with your Joburg camp friends and you can even bring new 

ones too! 

Contact Thandi Nhlapo for any further questions!  

mobile: 0820545030 email: jhb@netzer.org.za  



 

Mazal Tov 

• To Codey-Lee Sueltz and Daniella Katz on their marriage taking place on 4 February; to Harene 

Sueltz on her son Codey’s marriage. 

• To Nimrod Shaked, son of Rabbi Sa’ar and Sharon Shaked on his Bar Mitzvah this Shabbat 

• Pictures below: Torah Service with our newest Jews by choice 

Refuah Shleimah—Speedy Recovery 

Arthur Kruger, Arnold Levin, Cynthia Kahn,  

David Kruger, Jules Keet, Michelle Ross, 

Morrie Epstein, Ruth Wallach, Sally Steingo   

Please contact our office to report illness &  

advise whether you would like a visit from our 

Chesed team or the Rabbi. 

Thank you 

• To Adrian and Beatrice Lewis for 

sponsoring the l’chaim to celebrate 

Beatrice and Jarrod‘s recent birthdays. 

•  To Codey-Lee Sueltz for sponsoring the 

brocha this Saturday in honour of his 

upcoming marriage to Daniella Katz  

• To Theresa Sobel, Beatrice Lewis and 

Adrian Lewis for their subscriptions to 

Kehillah‘s 50/50 Club   

• To Lynn Sherlock for the yahrzeit 

donation in memory of her husband, 

Chris Sherlock 

• To Ron Klipin for the yahrzeit donation 

in memory of his father, Ralph Klipin, and 

his donation towards the Official Opening 

• To Joan Smith for her donation to the shul 

• To Karen Gardelli for the wonderful tree 

donated by her for the Bet David Garden 

and which will be planted on TuBiSh‘vat 

Weekly Birthdays 

Jon Paul, Doreen Greenberg, Tanya 

Kovarsky, Ruth Wallach, Sandra Solomon, 

Justine Williams, Tertius Carstens 

Children under 14—Alissa Jankelowitz 

 

Yom Huledet Sameach! 

Weekly Yahrzeit 

Steven Davis remembered by Ruth Jordan,  

Janis Jordan and Kelly Crowther;  

Elizabeth Smith remembered by Helen 

Kaplan, Philippa, Zoe & Greg Bengis; 

Augusta Lewin remembered by Elaine Levin 

Ralph Klipin remembered by Ron Klipin 

Ingrid Paul remembered by Jon Paul 

Elfi Peiser remembered by Monica Solomon 

Zichronam livracha,  

May their memory be for a blessing. 

 

Condolences 

To Mike and Warren Ross on the loss of their 

brother and uncle Brian Jonathan Ross. 

May his memory be for a blessing. 

Welcome to our new Members 

Dr Matthew Foster and Sandhya Naidoo 



 

     Bet David—Progressive Jewish Congregation 

Rabbi Adrian M Schell, Rabbi Emeritus Hillel Avidan, Eric Milner, Chairman 

PO Box 78189, Sandton 2146, South Africa, +27 11 783 7117,  

     www.betdavid.org.za / http://www.facebook.com/BetDavidSandton 

——————————————————— Get in touch——————————————————— 

Rabbi Adrian M Schell : rabbi.schell@betdavid.org.za (for emergencies SMS 076 448 6672)  

Office: admin1@betdavid.org.za (Glynnis) 

Management Committee: mancom@betdavid.org.za 

Bookkeeper: accounts@betdavid.org.za (Diane)  

 Office hours: Mon - Thurs 9:00 - 15:00; Fri & Erev Yom Tov 9:00 - 13:00)  

CSO 24 Hour Emergency 086 18 000 18 / Hatzolah  0860 100 101 

Banking Details: Acc name: Bet David ; Branch: FNB Wierda Valley ;  

Acc no: 59210012529 (IBT no: 260950)  

For brocha payments, take-home orders or donations to Kehillah:  

Bet David Sisterhood, Nedbank Sandton, Acc no: 1970 476 214, IBT no: 197005.  

Ref: Brocha @ Bet David 

Torah Reading  

Shabbat Yitro 

Exodus 18:1-20:23 

Reading: Ex. 18:13-19:13 

Plaut p. 472; Hertz p. 289 

Haftarah:  

Isaiah 6:1-7:6; 9:5-6 

Plaut p.507; Hertz p.302 

Chaverim,  
 

The first Mishna in the tractate Rosh Hashana informs us of vari-

ous 'new years'. These are times of the year that are considered the be-

ginning of the annual calendar with regard to various laws. The Rosh 

Hashana for trees is the fifteenth day of the month of Shvat, more fa-

mously known as 'Tu Bi Sh‘vat'. This day is considered a festive day. 

Further, there is the universal custom to make blessings on, and, eat a 

variety of fruit. The overall focus of the day is to thank God for the gift 

of trees to the world and to recognise the wonders of nature.  
 

Tu Bi Sh‘vat and Parashat Yitro 
 

In our Torah portion we read of God‘s encounter with all people of Isra-

el. In this moment of intense, hallowed energy, a voice echoed through 

the Sinai mountains. It began, “I am the Lord your God...” and con-

cluded with “all that is your neighbour’s.” The Torah’s ten essential 

guidelines, which address our place in the world are bookended by the 

self (anokhi) and the other (re’ekha).  
 

Rabbi Ira Blum teaches that on a daily basis, we challenge ourselves to 

consider the existential WHO AM I? and the social WHO IS MY 

NEIGHBOUR? What a blessing! To be tasked with the responsibility of 

compassion and respect for others, even as we continue our individual 

searches for truth and meaning. 
 

As we celebrate Tu Bi Sh‘vat this week, let us mirror our natural en-

vironment by finding strength and space to nourish personal growth, 

while cultivating circles of responsibility. May we find balance in our 

rooted knowledge, and may we continue to enrich one another on our 

journeys of self-discovery, social awareness, and everything in between. 
 

Wishing you a wonderful Shabbat Rabbi Adrian M Schell  

BET DAVID 

Ad Kan כאן עד  

http://www.betdavid.org.za
http://www.facebook.com/BetDavidSandton

