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Picture from the ITJ Opening last year. Please join us for
the 2018-Opening this Saturday at 17.00.

Shabbat Va‘eira — 26 Tevet—12/13 January 2018

This Shabbat
at Bet David
Join us for our Kabbalat Shabbat
service this Friday at 18.00. The
service is followed by a l’Chaim.
Donna will run Youth activities
for children age 4 to 10.
On Saturday we have the Torah
Breakfast at 8.45 and our
Shacharit at 10.00, followed by a
brocha in the garden.
At 17.00 we launch the new Jew
by Choice programme with a
Havdalah service and an
introduction programme.
All congregants are welcome to
join. Please RSVP to the office.

BET DAVID

Upcoming events
•

•

•

•

Friday 19 January:
*Kabbalat Shabbat
Service (18:00)
followed by a l’chaim
* Kids’ Club with
Donna (18:00)
Saturday 20 January:
* Cheder opening
* Torah Breakfast (8:45)
* Back to School /
Shabbat morning
service (10:00)
Friday 26 January:
*Shabbat BeYachad
and January Birthday
Blessings (18:00)
followed by a l’chaim
Saturday 27 January:
* Torah Breakfast (8:45)
* Shabbat morning
service (10:00)
Regular
Friday evening:
18.00 Kabbalat Shabbat
Monthly Birthday
Blessings:
26 January
Shabbat BeYachad:
26 January
Shabbat Morning:
8h30 Cheder

8:45 Torah Breakfast
10:00 Shacharit Service
10:00—12:00 Children’s
service and activities
Introduction to Judaism
Thursdays at 18.30
Kehillah monthly
meeting (2nd Wed):
Next: 14 February
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Back to School
Our Cheder teachers and Rabbi Schell invite all Cheder kids and their
parents to come to the opening class on Saturday 20 January 2018 at
8.30. If you haven‘t enrolled your child in the programme, please get in
touch with the office to discuss the further steps.
We will start the new school year with a joyful BACK to SCHOOL
service. All learners and students are invited to join us for our Shabbat
service on Saturday 20 January at 10.00.
Should you be interested in working at Bet David as a Youth Worker
or you know someone who would be interested, please get in touch with
Rabbi Schell.
Alternatively resumés can be submitted to
rabbi.schell@betdavid.org.za.
Tu Bi Sh’vat—Save the date.
Please save the date for our Tu bi Sh‘vat event. All members and families are invited to join us for a social afternoon/evening on Wednesday
31 January. Details follow in the next AdKan.
Sponsor a brocha or a l’chaim
Will you be celebrating a milestone in your life, or an achievement?
Do you want to honour the memory of a person who was very special to
you? Please consider marking this moment with our congregation by
sponsoring a l‘chaim on Friday or a brocha on Saturday. Please contact
Glynnis for details: 011-783-7117 or admin1@betdavid.org.za
50 / 50 Club
Please join now for 2018: Kehillah’s 50/50 CLUB - Don’t miss out! For
only R180 per year you can help raise money in a fun way. The more people who participate..... the larger the monthly prize.
The 50/50 Club is a draw in which half of the money raised goes to Bet
David community projects and the other half is paid out to the members
as cash prizes. There is a draw every month.
Please transfer the starting money of R180,- to BET DAVID SISTERHOOD, NEDBANK SANDTON, BRANCH CODE: 197005 ACC. NO:
1970476214 - please put as reference: 50/50 Surname. After your transfer,
please email your details to Glynnis, including your name, address,
email-address and telephone number. We wish you good luck!
SECURITY REQUEST: For security reasons please will all congregants reverse park on shul grounds. This is to ensure a quick and easy exit in case of
any emergency.

Refuah Shleimah—Speedy Recovery

Alan Goodman, Arthur Kruger, Arnold
Levin, Cynthia Kahn, Jonathan Kruger,
Marlene Nelson, Michelle Klipin, Michelle
Ross, Ruth Wallach, Sally Steingo
Please contact our office to report illness &
advise whether you would like a visit from our
Chesed team or the Rabbi.

Birthdays

Stanley Smollen, Glynis Fox, Antoinette
Milner, Dale Rosenberg, Gerald Sobel, Sylvia
Borstein, Leanne Myers, Delene Grobler,
Doron Kanar, TJ Moeng.
Children under 14 – Tento Sibeko
Yom Huledet Sameach!

Mazal Tov—Congratulations to the Mitzvah School Students
Great results for the Mitzvah School class of 2017; 97% pass rate .. 80%
bachelors, 20% diplomas .. all qualified to go on to tertiary education.
National Average 29% bachelors, 30% diplomas.
2017 in detail: 24 Bachelor; 6 Diploma; 1 Fail; 11 distinctions: 5 LO,
3 Eng, 1 Maths, 1 Geog, 1 Sepedi.
Picture right: Mapula Modiba...Mapula leputu..and on our two top
achievers Nombu Tshoadi and Tiisetso Khumalo. Nombu on the left
and Tiisetso on the right. Tiisetso got 3 distinctions and one 79% and
one 78%. MAZAL TOV.
Thank you
•

•

•
•

To Alon & Monika Stransky and Glynnis
Kanar for sponsoring the l’chaim on
Friday to celebrate Caitlin Stransky’s
matric results and the birthdays of Doron
and TJ in the choir
To Barry and Val Sinclair for sponsoring
the brocha on Saturday morning in
honour of Val’s birthday on 26 December.
Ron Klipin for the yahrzeit donation in
memory of Jeannie Klipin.
Kehillah 50/50 Club 2018: To Cynthia
Rosen, Martin Rosen, Gail Scheuble, Roger
Scheuble, Lali Gerber, Len Gerber, Myrna
Margo, Rabbi Schell, Chayim Schell,
Marilyn Trujillo & family and Glynnis
Kanar for their subscriptions to the 50/50
Club.
All further support is valued!
Please find 50/50 forms in the shul and
with Ad Kan.

More Mazal Tovs
To all learners, matriculants and tertiary
students on their successful results. We
wish you all the best in your new year of
study.
To Caitlin Stransky on achieving 4 IEC
distinctions in Geography, History, English
and Life Orientation. Caitlin will be
studying BA Law at Wits.
To Joshua Bancroft on achieving a
Bachelor pass with distinctions in IT,
Geography and Life Orientation.
Weekly Yahrzeit
David Schmidt remembered by
Brenda Riesnik; Issy Berman remembered by
Dr Les Berman; Joe Nomis remembered by
Sid Nomis; Rene Berman remembered by
Wendy Solomon; Grace Adam remembered
by Daryl and Sandra Kronson; Mimi Egnal
remembered by Warren, Darryl, Ashley and
Jason Egnal

Chaverim,
Each person has a name.
We each have a name given by God and given by our father and mother.
We each have a name given by our stature and smile and given by our attire.
… We each have a name given by the sea and given by our death.
(Poem by Zelda, Mishkan T’filah, ed., Elyse D. Frishman [New York: CCAR Press, 2007], p. 579

The revelation of God’s name YHVH (pronounced Adonai) does lead us to think
of Zelda’s poem. But what does it mean to have a name given to us by our parents, our yearnings, our fears, or our enemies? Each of these gives us a name
based on what we mean to them or what they expect us to do for them. A name based on our attire or a name we choose ourselves is a name based on what
we want the world to think of us. Where do we get the name that calls us by
who we really are?
In the commentaries of Rashi and Ibn Ezra on Exodus 6:2, we are told that our
ancestors did not know God by the name YHVH because that name means that
God is faithful to fulfill promises. The promises made to our ancestors in Genesis were not fulfilled in their time, but God speaks and fulfills promises immediately in Exodus. Unfortunately, this just means that YHVH is another
description of what the Holy One can do for us.
Rambam’s commentary hints that the name YHVH is God’s true essence: not
how we see God, not what God does for us, but Who God really is. I don’t
believe that human beings can understand the true essence of God. Perhaps
that is why we cannot pronounce the Name. Nor do we fully understand the
true essence of people around us. Perhaps that is why people need more than
one name.
However, I do think God can understand our true essence and God knows our
true name. It would be nice to think that when we die, God will call us by that
name. When we hear it we will recognize it immediately, and all of our behaviour, character, and history will, in that moment, finally make sense.
Wishing you a wonderful Shabbat Rbbi Adrian M Schell
(Source: Rabbi Tom Gardner )

Torah Reading
Shabbat Va’eira
Exodus 6:2−9:35
Reading: Ex 6:26-7:19
Plaut p. 384; Hertz p. 235
Haftarah:
Ezekiel 28:25-29:21
Plaut p.401; Hertz p.244
Rosh Chodesh Sh’vat is
on Wednesday 17.01.18

Bet David—Progressive Jewish Congregation
Rabbi Adrian M Schell, Rabbi Emeritus Hillel Avidan, Eric Milner, Chairman
BET DAVID
PO Box 78189, Sandton 2146, South Africa, +27 11 783 7117,
www.betdavid.org.za / http://www.facebook.com/BetDavidSandton
——————————————————— Get in touch———————————————————
Rabbi Adrian M Schell : rabbi.schell@betdavid.org.za (for emergencies SMS 076 448 6672)
Office: admin1@betdavid.org.za (Glynnis)
Management Committee: mancom@betdavid.org.za
Bookkeeper: accounts@betdavid.org.za (Diane)
Office hours: Mon - Thurs 9:00 - 15:00; Fri & Erev Yom Tov 9:00 - 13:00)
CSO 24 Hour Emergency 086 18 000 18 / Hatzolah 0860 100 101
Banking Details: Acc name: Bet David ; Branch: FNB Wierda Valley ;
Acc no: 59210012529 (IBT no: 260950)
For brocha payments, take-home orders or donations to Kehillah:
Bet David Sisterhood, Nedbank Sandton, Acc no: 1970 476 214, IBT no: 197005.
Ref: Brocha @ Bet David

