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Bi rth day  Supp leme nt  f or  B uc ka  Ja nke s  

Bucka Jankes, surrounded by her family 

While the Jewish World is celebrating the 70th 

anniversary of the founding of the  

State of Israel on 19 April 2018, we have the 

additional joy of celebrating a very special 

birthday in our midst:  

Happy Birthday  

Bucka Jankes  
This supplement to our Newsletter AdKan is 

dedicated to you and your achievements in 

the past  

100 years.  
May you continue to go from strength to 

strength, in good health and happiness 

Your  

Bet David family 

 

Congratulations 

On this amazing 

milestone. 

 

You have gathered a lifetime of 

memories, hoping this day will 

be one of your fondest.  

Have a wonderful 

100th Birthday! 

 

 Eric Milner 

Chair, Bet David  

Management Committee 
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Dear Mrs Jankes  

Mrs. Jankes, as she was known to me for a number of years, was a  

personality one didn't easily forget.  I first met her at Rae Wilks'  house 

when I was a teenager, where she introduced my friend, Estelle Wilks  

Rosenberg and myself to the wonderful world of Harriet Hubbard Ayer 

cosmetics and the importance of facial cleansers.   

We also learned some appreciation for the art of flower arranging as well 

as attempting to behave like ladies in her presence.  Fast forward a number 

of years when I was to be employed by the United Sisterhood to act as 

principal of the Temple Shalom Nursery School.  To my surprise my boss 

was no other than the lady who had made such an impression on me as a youngster at school.  Mrs Jankes took 

her portfolio of running 3 nursery schools very seriously, all the while making sure she kept the teachers happy.  

She knew the value of praise and was always available in times of trouble.  Years later, Bucka and I became 

friends when we moved to Port Elizabeth and she and Jack were living in Cape St Francis.  She was an active  

integral member of the small community who loved and respected both her and Jack.  No visit to their home 

went without a tour of the garden and the gift of slips of all kinds of wonderful plants.  She was always inte-

rested in everything around her, was able to see the wood for the the trees, offered sound advice when asked and 

loved a good joke.  

Bucka was always a good bridge player and in demand to teach others in Cape St Francis.  She was sorely missed 

when she left for Johannesburg but her indomitable spirit and fine example has remained in our memories and 

hearts.   

Kevin and I wish her a hearty Mazeltov and a very happy birthday  

Wendy Epstein Bethlehem 

A great and wonderful friend of my mom’s, Rae Wilks, Bucka 

worked together with her for so many years and consequently 

I have known her since she started at the United Sisterhood.  

From my earliest memories of her, she has always been a gra-

cious, immaculately elegant lady.  A formidable bridge player 

and teacher, she taught my sister Natalie Wilks, Wendy 

Epstein Bethlehem and I deportment, flower arranging and 

how to use make up – Harriet Hubbard Ayer, which I used till 

you couldn’t get it here anymore.  I so remember working 

with her on one of the Sisterhood’s projects, a Debutants Ball 

at the Sunnyside Hotel about 53 years ago.   

She and Jack were an integral part of the reform movement in 

Johannesburg, particularly making their mark at Temple  

David, with Jack the architect and her both being passionate about gardens, it was no wonder that there was such 

a wonderful garden at Temple David.  I still have roses growing from slips she gave me before she left Joburg.   

She was in charge of the nursery schools at Temple Shalom, Emanuel and David and worked tirelessly to see that 

they were well run, holding regularly meetings with staff and parents.  I was particularly grateful to have her at 

the helm when I took over the running of Temple David’s nursery school in 1973 for 5 years and then Temple 

Emmanuel’s nursery school and playschool until they were handed over to the temples to run.  Bucka has always 

been caring and interested in the people around her and therefore will always be in the memories and hearts of 

all who know her.  

My family and I wish her an enormous Mazeltov and lots of love.   

Estelle Rosenberg 



 

To the Proud Centenarian Rebecca (Bucka) Jankes,  

It is with profound respect, joy and awe that I write to you with words of 

congratulations on turning 100 years young on April 19. Even though I have retired 

after 30 years of active service to the World Union for Progressive Judaism, I would be 

remiss if I did not recognize your profound contribution Bucka to our worldwide 

Progressive Jewish movement. Together with your beloved late husband Jack z”l, the 

Jankes partnership was a powerful force which helped our South African Progressive 

Jewish movement reach ever higher.  

I have many fond memories of working with leaders of the SAUPJ and the United 

Sisterhoods over the decades of my involvement with the WUPJ. There was no road that did not lead to 

you and Jack. Your resolve and dedicated service to Progressive Judaism in South Africa will be a 

legacy of unparalleled accomplishment. 

May your spirit and unique “Neshama” continue to inspire generations to come. 

In friendship and with blessings to you and family, 

Rabbi Joel Oseran 

VP Emeritus, International Development 

World Union for Progressive Judaism 

I was delighted to learn of your upcoming birthday - a most amazing one! 

- and wanted to write to offer a heartfelt Mazel Tov from New Jersey, 

USA!   From my days with the World Union, I well remember you and 

Jack, and the amazing impact you had on Jewish life in South Africa. 

You have much of which to be proud, and much to celebrate, and I join what I am sure are the 

innumerable voices wishing you good health and happiness on this truly special occasion. 

With warm regards—B´shalom, 

Rabbi Clifford M. Kulwin, New Jersey, USA 

BET DAVID 

We wish you a big mazeltov 

on the occasion of your 100th 

birthday. 

We have very fond memories 

of working with you and Jack 

in the early days of Temple 

David and with all the other congregations and 

Sisterhood.  

You have always had a very special place in our 

hearts.  

Fondest love Lionel & Felicia Conyer 

Sydney, Australia 

Dearest Bucka 

Warmest congratulations on your 100th Birthday 

tomorrow! 

We wish we were with you on this remarkable, hap-

py occasion. Unfortunately, we are away but we’re 

thinking of you as you celebrate with your dear fa-

mily and special friends. We hope you’ll enjoy every 

minute of this wonderful day and that your celebra-

tion will bring you much joy. 

Happy Birthday with fondest love and best 

wishes,  

Desmond and Ashley Sweke 

Ad Mea ve Esrim—to 120! 



 

Dear Bucka  

MAZELTOV ON YOUR 100TH BIRTHDAY 

Bet David Kehillah has made a generous donation to The United Sisterhood in lieu of a gift on the 

occasion of your 100th birthday. We accept this donation with gratitude and on behalf of the needy and 

less fortunate in our community, we send sincere thanks. 

Marian Gonsalves—The United Sisterhood  
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19 April 2018   
 
 
 
To our dearest Bucka, 
 
 
On this auspicious occasion of your 100th birthday it is my honour to wish you a hearty MAZELTOV! 
 
You have been a stalwart of our movement.  Throughout your incredible life you have devoted your time and 
energy to the Sisterhood and Progressive Judaism.  Whilst Jack was our Honorary Life President we were never 
quite sure if it was a case of ‘wherever Jack was, you were not far behind’ or if indeed it was ‘wherever Bucka 
was, Jack was not far behind’.  I suspect it was the latter because where you went we were all sure to follow. 
 
From all of us at the SAUPJ – thank you for your dedication to our Movement.  Your interest in what we were 
doing is appreciated more than words can say. 
 
On a personal note – you were my inspiration and mentor.  Without you I would never have taken the path that 
I did.  My involvement in Sisterhood was supported at all times by your wisdom, encouragement and nudging to 
do the right thing.  I owe my current position to your teaching me to always do what felt right, as long as it was 
for the benefit of others. 
 
You never kept silent – your words of wisdom are treasured by all who have had the good fortune to know you. 
 
You have served our Movement with integrity and dedication and we salute you and thank you! 
 
With much love from us all, 
 
 
 
MONICA SOLOMON 
NATIONAL CHAIR 
 
 

 
SAUPJ Executive:  

Monica Solomon (National Chairman) 
Linda Thorn (National Vice Chair) Western Cape; Reeva Forman (National Vice Chair) Gauteng; Gary Budlender (National Vice Chair) East Coast;  

Ian Morris (Treasurer); Rabbi Greg Alexander (Chair - SAAPR); Rabbi Julia Margolis (Chair - SACRED); Ian Morris (Chair - SAFPJ);  
Giddy Lief (President - WPJ-SA); Reeva Forman (Arzenu); Rosh (Netzer): Russell Cohen (Administrator) 

Steve Lurie (Honorary  Life President)  

 
Affiliated to the World Union for Progressive Judaism (Jerusalem & New York) 
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Bucka‘s birthday reception on 18 April 2018. 

Right: Rabbi Schell presenting to Bucka the  

special AdKan edition, reading to her the many 

blessings from friends and the community. 


