
THE FLAG OF ISRAEL 
The flag of Israel was adopted on October 28, 1948, five months after the na-
tion's independence. It shows a blue Star of David on a white background, be-
tween two blue stripes. The shade of the colour blue varies from flag to flag. 
Sometimes it is a dark, almost navy blue, other times it is a very light sky blue.  

Origin of the flag                                                                                                                                           
The flag of the State of Israel is simply showing a Star of David on a tallit the tra-
ditional Jewish prayer shawl.  The Israelites used an indigo coloured dye called 

tekhelet; this dye is now believed to have been made from a sea snail.  This dye was very important in both 
Jewish and non-Jewish cultures of this time, and was used by royalty and the upper class in dyeing their cloth-
ing, sheets, curtains, etc. This dye is known as Tyrian purple.  

In the Torah the Israelites are commanded to dye  the threads of their tallit with tekhelet; when they look at 
this dye they will think of the blue sky, and of the God above them in Heaven. Sometime around 500-600 CE 
the industry which produced this dye collapsed. It became rarer and rarer; over time the Jewish community 
lost the tradition of which species of shellfish produced this dye. Since Jews were then unable to fulfil this 
commandment, they have since left their tzitzit (tallit strings) white. However, in remembrance of the com-
mandment to use the tekhelet dye, it became common for Jews to have blue or purple stripes on their tallit. 
The idea that the blue and white colours were the national colours of the Jewish people became a popular no-
tion. 
The flag that became the Israeli flag was designed by David Wolfsohn (1856-1914), a Zionist leader from Lithu-
ania.  In 1885 the agricultural village of Rishon LeZion, an early settlement in Palestine used the blue and white 
flag to celebrate its third anniversary.  
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Join the dots.  What have you drawn? 
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