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 Shabbat Balak (03/04 July 2020) 

Dear Congregants and Friends, 

Our parasha for this week contains the wonderful words from the Torah “Mah Tovu 

ohalecha Ya’akov, Mishk’notecha, Yisrael” - How good are your tents, O Jacob, your dwell-

ings, Israel. Every time we enter a synagogue, so our tradition teaches, we should  

recite this blessing, reminding us of how fortunate we are to have a spiritual home. 

Covid-19 has no power to change this and when I enter our wonderful shul to set up 

for the services we broadcast from the sanctuary to your homes, before Shabbat, I 

can feel the warmth of this place and know that it will bring you as much joy as it 

does me.  

Nevertheless, at Bet David we are fully aware of the reality of this pandemic and 

how dangerous it can be, if not for ourselves, then perhaps for someone we love. 

With new statistics available and in the light of the recent developments in our  

province, we have reassessed the way we will have services in the upcoming weeks  

to ensure, to the best of our abilities, that all members of Bet David, its staff members 

and the broader community remain protected and safe. Therefore, we will continue 

to conduct all life cycle events exclusively via Zoom. The only exception to this is       

funerals, which take place under a strict protocol at WPC, monitored by the Chevra 

Kadisha.   

Starting this week, we will take a step back in the way we are holding  

services at Bet David, only allowing Chayim and I to be inside the Shul on a  

Saturday morning. Doron and Glynnis will for the time being not sing live during 

our services, but we will hear their wonderful voices and the voices of the whole 

choir via video and audio recordings.  

We understand that this feels like going backwards, but protecting lives is the  

highest Mitzvah we have in our tradition and we are therefore confident that we are 

doing the right thing going forward. I am deeply sorry that we had to postpone Ross 

Raven’s Bar Mitzvah this Shabbat, but he and his family understand that we are 

keeping them and their loved ones safe.   

We will all come back to the sanctuary in the future, and when we do so, we will 

repeat the words of old, expressing our gratitude for the gift of this very special  

spiritual home.  

 Shabbat Shalom 

 Rabbi Adrian M Schell 



Birthdays 

Brenda Evans, Carolyn Weil,  

Pam Simwawa, Katherine Wolk,  

Rodney Broomberg, Theresa Sobel 

Children under 14 – Rebecca Myers 

Happy Birthday to you! 
 

Thank you 

To Martin Rosen for the yahrzeit  

donation in memory of his mother,  

Bella Rosen 

To Caryn Margolius for the yahrzeit 

donation in memory of her  

grandmother, Augusta Lilian Rubin 

To Fiona Capstick for her yahrzeit  

donation in memory of her mother,  

Jessica Grace Wells 

To Merle Oshry for her yahrzeit  

donation in memory of her husband, 

Harry Oshry 

To Steven and Helen Kaplan for their 

donation in memory of Lawrie Bengis 

and for the candle lighting honour given 

to Helen on the Shabbat of the yahrzeit. 

To Pam Sher for her yahrzeit donation 

in memory of her husband, Jody Sher 

 

Mazal Tov  

To Caryn and Jonathan Margolius on 

the birth of a second daughter, Jade Har-

per, sister to Amy and granddaughter of 

Dr. Elgar and Gail Rogaly 

To Ofri and Nadia Kahlon on the brit 

milah of their son, Adiv, brother to Mira. 

To Myrna Margo and Gail Scheuble, 

winners of Kehillah’s 50/50 Club draw 

for May and June. Thank you to both 

Myrna and Gail who are donating the 

winnings back to the Kehillah Club. 

 

Refuah Shleima—Speedy Recovery 

Alexander Brand, Arthur Kruger,  

Bruce Joelson,  Claire Cohen, Clive Hall, 

Colin Newman, David Kahanovitz,  

Denise Rubin,  De Wet family - Maude, 

Pat, Pat Junior, Kyle, Chanté, Annike, 

Tyra and Ravine Joseph,   

Doreen Greenberg, Doreen van der Riet 

Elene Smith, Estelle Vosloo, Hazel Birns,   

 Helen Berzen, Herman Rothenberg,  

Joey Kaplan, Karen Bass, Laurian Wells,  

Linda Rainsford, Michelle Ross,  

Taryn Cohn  and Yvonne Brown. 

 

Get the triple 

As many of you know, our siddur for 

Shabbat is available as an online flip 

book, which was made possible by the 

CCAR to enable us to lead services via 

the Internet. We are sure many of you 

are using the flipbook, but we were 

wondering if you would prefer to hold 

your own physical copy of the  

Mishkan during our services and also at 

home. 

 

In addition, Covid-19 has changed the 

way we will be able to handout our 

siddurim and High Holy Day prayer 

books in the Shul in the coming  

months. The new health regulations  

prohibit us from sharing books or giving 

out loan copies at services. This means 

that congregants are asked to bring their 

own books to services. 



Therefore, we came up with an offer  for 

you to obtain your own Mishkan for 

Shabbat, and the Mishkan ha Nefesh for 

the High Holy Days.  

You can order them from the office, pay 

them via EFT and pick them up from the 

guard house at Bet David, or, should 

you live in the Sandton and Northern 

Johannesburg area, we can organise a 

delivery to your doorsteps. 

The Mishkan for Shabbat costs R450 and 

the High Holy Day set (two books) costs 

R700.  Please send an email to Glynnis, 

and she will organise with you the way 

to get your books: 

 011/783-7117  

admin1@betdavid.org.za  

 

SAUPJ Biennial  

Conference 2020  
 

The South African Union for Progressive 

Judaism, the umbrella organisation for 

all Reform Jewish congregations in 

South Africa, will hold its biennial  

conference on Sunday, 12 July 2020 from 

09h00 to 13h00.  In terms of the  

Constitution of the SAUPJ, a national 

meeting must be held every two years. 

This year‘s conference will take the form 

of a Zoom meeting.   
 

Should you wish to attend the con-

ference as a delegate of Bet David please 

send an email together with your name, 

email address and mobile number to: 

admin2@betdavid.org.za  
 

Observer registrations can be completed 

online using the following link: 

https://forms.gle/oKQeu4FMJ7f1scp57 

Yahrzeits 

Janie Garb, mother of Mark Garb 

Danie van der Merwe, grandfather of 

Tom Greeff 

Stella Balabanoff, mother of  

Tony Balabanoff 

Claire Hoff, mother of Cyril Hoff 

Joshua Furman, father of  

Sandra Beswick 

Bella Rosen, mother of Martin Rosen 

Frank Kenner, father of Barbara Gresak 

Fran le Chat, sister of Barry Berold 
 

Condolences: 

To Lali Gerber on the passing of her 

sister-in-law, Gezina Pretorius 

To Sharon Kaplan and Michael Chat-

kin on the passing of their mother Irma 

Chatkin, sister to Judy Gerson 

To Hazel Birns on the passing of her 

husband, Rael, father of Linden (CT) 

and Spencer (Cardiff) and step-father of 

Quentin (Israel) and Brett (CT). Rael was 

one of the founder members of Temple 

David.   
To Shirnae Londt-Jacobs on the passing 

of family member Terry-Anne Joseph 

and dear friend Stephen Mohlamme  
 

 המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים

May God comfort you among the other 

mourners of Zion and Jerusalem. 
 

Pride Shabbat Sermon 

The sermon of Rabbi Mike Moskovitz 

from last weeks Pride Shabbat service is 

available on our Website: 

www.betdavid.org.za.  

Thank you to all who contributed to a 

very special and meaningful service, 

celebrating our community and its di-

versity.  

mailto:admin1@betdavid.org.za
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Services and Shiurim (03 —09 July 2020) 

All our services are being streamed on Youtube and on Facebook: 

For YouTube click here: http://tiny.cc/BD-YouTube 

and to follow on Facebook here: http://tiny.cc/BD-Facebook 

Bet David—Progressive Jewish Congregation 

Rabbi Adrian M Schell; Rabbi Emeritus Hillel Avidan  

Desmond Sweke, Chairman 

PO Box 78189, Sandton 2146, South Africa, +27 11 783 7117 

www.betdavid.org.za / http://www.facebook.com/BetDavidSandton 

————————————————— Get in touch——————————————— 

Rabbi Adrian M Schell : rabbi.schell@betdavid.org.za (for WhatsApp 076 448 6672)  

Office: admin1@betdavid.org.za (Glynnis) admin2@betdavid.org.za (Diane) 

Management Committee: mancom@betdavid.org.za —Cheder: Diane McColl 

Bookkeeper: accounts@betdavid.org.za (Di) — Choir: doronkanar@gmail.com 

 Office hours Mon - Thurs 9:00 - 15:00; Fri & Erev Yom Tov 9:00 - 14:00 

Banking Details:  

Bet David: FNB Wierda Valley; Acc no: 59210012529, Branch no: 260950  

Sisterhood: Nedbank Sandton, Acc no: 1970 476 214, Branch no: 197005.  

SHABBAT BALAK 
 

 Friday 03 July 

* Kabbalat Shabbat Service (18h00) 
 

Saturday 04 July 

* Shabbat Morning Service (10h00) 

Please note the new starting time for 

our Saturday morning services.  
 

Torah Reading: Balak 

Numbers 22:2 - 25:9 (Plaut 1050 

http://tiny.cc/Torah-Reading) 

Haftarah:  Micah 5:6 - 6:8 

(Plaut 1069—http://tiny.cc/Haftarah) 

* Havdalah Service (18h30) 

Zoom: http://tiny.cc/BD-Havdalah 

(M 810 0946 8449 P 760178) 
 

Sunday High Tea 

There will be no Sunday afternoon 

Zoom meeting this week. We will 

resume with our virtual get-together  

after the SAUPJ conference  

on 19 July  

  

Thursday 09 July 

* ITJ Class & ZOOM Shiur (18h30) 

Please contact the office for the link. 

For how to use Zoom and our Siddur online, please visit our website: 

www.betdavid.org.za/online. Our Mishkan T‘filah prayerbook is available as 

a free online flip-book here: http://tiny.cc/Mishkan  

http://tiny.cc/BD-YouTube
http://tiny.cc/BD-Facebook
http://www.betdavid.org.za
http://www.facebook.com/BetDavidSandton
http://tiny.cc/Torah-Reading
http://tiny.cc/Haftarah
http://tiny.cc/BD-Havdalah
http://www.betdavid.org.za/online
http://tiny.cc/Mishkan


 

Rabbi Schell  

076-4486672 (Call &WhatsApp)  

Glynnis Kanar  

011-7837117 
 

ChaiFM Helpline 

0800 24 24 36 

09:00 to 17:00, Mon to Thu, 

09:00 to 15:00 Fri 
 

Chev Services  

(JHB Chevrah Kadisha) 

24-hour Helpline 082 499 1010 

https://jhbchev.co.za/chevservices 
 

Hatzolah Crisis Response 

0860 100 101 (Emergency Hotline) 

Support Line 010 140 3270 

07h00 to 22h00 daily 
 

LifeLine Johannesburg  

0861 322 322 

https://www.lifelinejhb.org.za/ 
 

SADAG (SA Depression and 

Anxiety Group) 0800 21 22 23 

https://bit.ly/34gLlr2 
 

The Family Life Centre 

011 788 4784 (Office hours only) 
https://www.familylife.co.za/contact-us 

 

CSO 24 Hour Emergency  

086 18 000 18 

Bet David Online  

Our Website:  www.betdavid.org.za 

WhatsApp: 

http://tiny.cc/BD-WhatsApp 

If you have WhatsApp, you can  

receive congregational updates  

such as service and bereavement notifica-

tions, directly on your smartphone. 

Follow the  link above on your phone to 

join. 

YouTube Channel:  

http://tiny.cc/BD-YT-Channel 

Find past services, 

live broadcasts from 

Bet David and a growing library of songs 

from our choir on our YouTube channel. 

If you subscribe to the channel, you will 

receive a message from us, any time a 

new video is added to the  

channel.  

Facebook:  

www.facebook.com/betdavidsandton 

Facebook Member‘s Group: 

www.facebook.com/groups/BetDavid 

Our Facebook page is the  

quickest way to receive  

updates from the congregation 

and to join the conversation.  

Have a look and please LIKE it.  

Members of Bet David can also join the 

Bet David Members group, an exclusive 

platform to share information and ideas 

with fellow congregants. 

 All likes and subscriptions help us to 

stay connected with you. Please join the  

conversation online.  
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