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 Shabbat Nachamu —Vaetchanan (31 July / 01 August 2020) 

Dear Congregants and Friends, 

This Shabbat we would have celebrated the second Bar Mitzvah of Bruce  

Joelson, as he celebrated his 83rd birthday and his 70th Bar Mitzvah                  

anniversary last week. However, Covid has forced us to change the plans we 

made more than a year ago. When I spoke with Bruce about it, he said that 

we should postpone it—and so we will. We will find a new date to celebrate 

life as soon as we can all come back together.  

Bruce’s answer reminded me of how good it is to have a positive outlook and 

how contagious hope can be. Covid has changed the landscape for all of us, 

but we will adapt and we can make new plans and look forward to realising 

them with joy. 

The name for this Shabbat is Shabbat Nachamu, Shabbat of comfort. And so it 

is my wish and hope for all of you that you find peace and rest on this                

Shabbat and more so, that you find hope and joy.  

Shabbat Shalom  - Rabbi Adrian M Schell 

(Picture above: Roger Scheublé with Bruce Joelson 2018)  



Dear congregants and friends of Bet David.  

While we are all looking forward to returning 

to services in our Synagogue, it is clear that, 

even when the lockdown is lifted and services 

can be held in the sanctuary, we will continue 

to stream services and events as this will 

become the norm and the safer option for 

many congregants. While we are managing at 

the moment, we are currently using personal 

computers and cell phones to run services 

from the synagogue. This is not sustainable 

and for High Holy Days and the future, it is important that we upgrade our 

streaming capabilities to be more stable, using software and multi camera technology 

of a much better quality to capture and broadcast services and events.  

The system we hope to put in place is specified by the leading technical specialists in 

this field and requires a substantial capital investment of R70 000. This will provide 

us with  good equipment but not top of the range. We are ensuring that the costs of 

ensuring a quality broadcast capability are kept as low as possible.  

In order for our new system to be operational by the High Holy Days, the installation 

of the system needs to begin soon. A generous donor has very kindly undertaken to 

cover half of the capital costs. In order to raise the balance, the Management  

Committee is requesting  donations towards this project. We understand that this is 

an extremely difficult time for everyone but if you are able to, please consider  

assisting us. 

Although Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, as well Sukkot and Simchat Torah, will 

be observed and celebrated very differently this year, we hope that by joining our 

enhanced online services, you will, nonetheless, enjoy the High Holy Days and 

Festivals and benefit from  a meaningful spiritual experience. 

L’Shalom 

Desmond Sweke 

Chairman: Bet David 

 

Please deposit your donation into the bet David account: 

FNB Wierda Valley; Acc no: 59210012529, Branch no: 260950.  

Please use ‘Streaming’ and your surname as a reference.   

Please also email the proof of payment to accounts@betdavid.org.za. 

mailto:accounts@betdavid.org.za?subject=Streaming


Get your own copy 

As many of you know, our siddur for 

Shabbat is available as an online flip 

book, which was made possible by the 

CCAR, to enable us to lead services via 

the Internet. We are sure many of you 

are using the flipbook, but we were 

wondering if you would prefer to hold 

your own physical copy of the  

Mishkan during our services and also at 

home. 

In addition, Covid-19 has changed the 

way we will be able to hand out our 

siddurim and High Holy Day prayer 

books in the Shul in the coming  

months. The new health regulations  

prohibit us from sharing books or giving 

out loan copies at services. This means 

that congregants are asked to bring their 

own books to services.   

Therefore, we came up with an offer  for 

you to obtain your own Mishkan for 

Shabbat, and the Mishkan ha Nefesh for 

the High Holy Days.  

You can order them from the office, pay 

via EFT and pick them up from the 

guard house at Bet David, or, should 

you live in the Sandton and Northern 

Johannesburg area, we can organise a 

delivery to your doorsteps. 

The Mishkan for Shabbat costs R450 and 

the High Holy Day set (two books) costs 

R700.  Please send an email to Glynnis, 

and she will organise with you the way 

to get your books: 

011/783-7117  admin1@betdavid.org.za 

 

Bet David and Bet David Kehillah 

AGM 

The Management Committee of Bet  

David is planning to hold the 2020  

Annual General Meeting after the High 

Holy Days via Zoom at a date to be  

announced. 

Should any congregant wish to lodge an 

objection to this format for the meeting, 

please make a written submission  

stating the reason for the  objection  

by 20 August 2020. 

Please email all correspondence regard-

ing this matter to Diane McColl: 

 admin2@betdavid.org.za 
 

 

Refuah Shleima—Speedy Recovery 

Alexander Brand, Arthur Kruger,  

Bucka Jankes, Claire Cohen,  

Colin Newman, Denise Rubin,  

Doreen Greenberg, Doreen van der Riet, 

Elene Smith, Estelle Vosloo,  

Eunice Vosloo,  Helen Berzen,  

Michelle Ross, Shaun Kerr,  

Willem de Haan and Valda Heymann 
 

Birthdays 

Leigh Brand, Aldridge Simwawa,  

Russell Hollander, Henry Stephan,  

Aiden Milner, Joshua Horan,  

Desmond Sweke, Lewis Kling 

Children under 14 – Lior Fisher 

Happy Birthday to you! 
 

 

Thank you 

To Geoff and Pat van Flymen for the 

yahrzeit donation in memory of Pat’s 

sister, Renee Cohen. 
 

 

 

mailto:admin1@betdavid.org.za
mailto:admin2@betdavid.org.za


 

Yahrzeits 

Alte Meyers, sister of  

Monty Diamond 

Felix Woolf, father of  

David Woolf 

Maurice Myerson, father of  

Michelle Dagnin 

Jack Bergman, father of 

 Lola Gronemann 

 

Condolences: 

To the Lorge Family on the passing of 

Virginia (Ginny) Lorge, wife of the late 

Irwin Lorge and mother of Stan and the 

Rodney Lorge, sister of Manny, Nick, 

Addie and Dimmy Marinakis and 

grandmother of Brett, Kristy, Jamie,   

David, Jordan and Taylor  

 
 המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים 

May God comfort you among the other 

mourners of Zion and Jerusalem. 

 

Appeal for Children’s Clothes 

Kehillah is desperately seeking clothes 

for abandoned  toddlers, brought by the 

Alexandra police to Granny Evelyn who 

has a creche in 8th Ave, opposite our 

Kehillah feeding scheme.  

Donations of any children‘s clothes,  

especially for ages 18-24 months, can be 

dropped off at the shul with the security 

guard, marked for attention Lesley  

Rosenberg. 

Thank you for your kindness! 

 

 

 

Rabbi Schell  

076-4486672 (Call &WhatsApp)  

Glynnis Kanar  

011-7837117 
 

ChaiFM Helpline 

0800 24 24 36 

09:00 to 17:00, Mon to Thu, 

09:00 to 15:00 Fri 
 

Chev Services  

(JHB Chevrah Kadisha) 

24-hour Helpline 082 499 1010 

https://jhbchev.co.za/chevservices 
 

Hatzolah Crisis Response 

0860 100 101 (Emergency Hotline) 

Support Line 010 140 3270 

07h00 to 22h00 daily 
 

LifeLine Johannesburg  

0861 322 322 

https://www.lifelinejhb.org.za/ 
 

SADAG (SA Depression and 

Anxiety Group) 0800 21 22 23 

https://bit.ly/34gLlr2 
 

The Family Life Centre 

011 788 4784 (Office hours only) 
https://www.familylife.co.za/contact-us 

 

CSO 24 Hour Emergency  

086 18 000 18 

YouTube Channel:  

http://tiny.cc/BD-

YT-Channel 

https://jhbchev.co.za/chevservices
https://www.lifelinejhb.org.za/
https://bit.ly/34gLlr2
https://www.familylife.co.za/contact-us
http://tiny.cc/BD-YT-Channel
http://tiny.cc/BD-YT-Channel
http://tiny.cc/BD-YT-Channel


Services and Shiurim (31 July—6 August 2020) 

All our services are being streamed on Youtube and on Facebook: 

For YouTube click here: http://tiny.cc/BD-YouTube 

and to follow on Facebook here: http://tiny.cc/BD-Facebook 

Bet David—Progressive Jewish Congregation 

Rabbi Adrian M Schell; Rabbi Emeritus Hillel Avidan  

Desmond Sweke, Chairman 

PO Box 78189, Sandton 2146, South Africa, +27 11 783 7117 

www.betdavid.org.za / http://www.facebook.com/BetDavidSandton 

————————————————— Get in touch——————————————— 

Rabbi Adrian M Schell : rabbi.schell@betdavid.org.za (for WhatsApp 076 448 6672)  

Office: admin1@betdavid.org.za (Glynnis) admin2@betdavid.org.za (Diane) 

Management Committee: mancom@betdavid.org.za —Cheder: Diane McColl 

Bookkeeper: accounts@betdavid.org.za (Di) — Choir: doronkanar@gmail.com 

 Office hours Mon - Thurs 9:00 - 15:00; Fri & Erev Yom Tov 9:00 - 14:00 

Banking Details:  

Bet David: FNB Wierda Valley; Acc no: 59210012529, Branch no: 260950  

Sisterhood: Nedbank Sandton, Acc no: 1970 476 214, Branch no: 197005.  

SHABBAT NACHAMU 

(VAETCHANAN) 
 

 Friday 31 July 

* Kabbalat Shabbat Service (18h00) 
 

Saturday 01 August 

* Shabbat Morning Service (10h00) 

Please note the new starting time for 

our Saturday morning services. 

Torah Reading: Vaetchanan 

Deuteronomy 3:23 - 7:11 (Plaut 1188 

http://tiny.cc/Torah-Reading) 

Haftarah:  Isaiah 40:1 - 40:26 (Plaut 

1222 —http://tiny.cc/Haftarah) 

Sunday 02 August 

“Bet David High Tea“ – online 

get-together via Zoom (15h00) 

http://tiny.cc/BD-Sunday 

(M: 859 4575 0132 P: 407615) 
 

Thursday 06 August 

* ITJ / Thursday evening class (18h30) 

Jewish Life Cycle events I 

Please contact the office  

for the Zoom link. 
 

For how to use Zoom please visit our 

website: www.betdavid.org.za/

online.  

Our Mishkan T‘filah prayerbook is available as a free online flip-book 

here: http://tiny.cc/Mishkan  

http://tiny.cc/BD-YouTube
http://tiny.cc/BD-Facebook
http://www.betdavid.org.za
http://www.facebook.com/BetDavidSandton
http://tiny.cc/Torah-Reading
http://tiny.cc/Haftarah
http://tiny.cc/BD-Sunday
http://www.betdavid.org.za/online
http://www.betdavid.org.za/online
http://tiny.cc/Mishkan


Should any members of the congregation wish to make a monetary donation to the Rosh 
Hashanah Food drive, please deposit your donation into the bet David account.                          

Bet David: FNB Wierda Valley; Acc no: 59210012529, Branch no: 260950.  

Please use ‘Food’ and your surname as a reference.  Please also email the proof of              
payment to accounts@betdavid.org.za. 

mailto:accounts@betdavid.org.za

