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 Shabbat Re‘eh (14 / 15 August 2020) 

Dear Congregants and Friends, 

I am sure that many of you are waiting to read about our High Holy Day 

plans for this year and I can share with you that we are all working tirelessly 

on creating meaningful services for you.  

Without any question, the services will be very different this year. We will 

not be back in our sanctuary. The risk that even one of you could be  

infected by the Corona Virus and get seriously sick is too high. With our 

online platform we have a good alternative that will allow you to hear our 

beautiful choir, to read the inspirational texts of our machzor and to be  

included in a community that will welcome the New Year together.  

On the following pages you will find some initial information, including the 

time tables, so that you can block the times in your calendars, and we will 

reach out to all our members to inform you how you can get involved in the             

preparation for the services in the coming days. 

Shabbat Shalom   

Rabbi Adrian M Schell 

Taryn Kerr, sharing her moving Jewish Journey during last week’s Shabbat service. 



Yizkor booklet ‘Sefer Hayyim’ 

     It is a custom at Bet David to  

distribute the ‘Sefer Hayyim’ prior to the 

Yizkor service. This is a booklet  

comprising the names of all the dearly 

departed relatives of our congregants. 

At this time we invite you to submit the 

names of those whom you would like 

included in the ‘Sefer Hayyim’. Kindly 

complete the attached form and return it 

to the office by no later than Monday 21 

SEPTEMBER 2020 to enable us to                 

compile the ’Sefer Hayyim’ timeously.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Honour a Loved one 

Another tradition at Bet David is to  

remember a loved one with a leaf on our 

Eitz Chayim—Tree of Life in the gallery 

of the Shul. The new leaves will be  

dedicated on Shabbat Shuva, the  

Shabbat before Yom Kippur and the 

names will be read out during the           

Yizkor service on Yom Kippur.  

Please use the attached form to order 

your leaves and contact Glynnis to dis-

cuss the wording with her: 011-7837117 

Online Broadcasting Internship 

During the Covid pandemic,  staying 

connected to Jewish life through virtual 

services  provides support and a sense 

of community for many of our             

congregants.  To meet the growing need 

for such services, we aim to offer the  

best production value and the highest 

quality content for our online services. 

 We are looking for a technically minded 

and creative person with a passion for 

community and an eye for design to un-

dertake training in virtual broadcasting.  

Learn the latest trends and skills needed 

for virtual broadcasting from Michael 

Balkind, CEO  of Content Bar and  man-

aging editor at JHBLive.  Michael will 

train and mentor suitable candidates in 

the use of cutting edge technology to 

manage the important role of broadcast-

ing the Bet David services to the congre-

gation. For more details, please  email 

admin2@betdavid.org.za  
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 Get your own copy 

As many of you know, our siddur for 

Shabbat is available as an online flip 

book, which was made possible by the 

CCAR, to enable us to lead services via 

the Internet. We are sure many of you 

are using the flipbook, but we were 

wondering if you would prefer to hold 

your own physical copy of the  

Mishkan during our services and also at 

home. 

In addition, Covid-19 has changed the 

way we will be able to hand out our 

siddurim and High Holy Day prayer 

books in the Shul in the coming  

months. The new health regulations  

prohibit us from sharing books or giving 

out loan copies at services. This means 

that congregants are asked to bring their 

own books to services.   

Therefore, we came up with an offer  for 

you to obtain your own Mishkan for 

Shabbat, and the Mishkan ha Nefesh for 

the High Holy Days.  

You can order them from the office, pay 

via EFT and pick them up from the 

guard house at Bet David, or, should 

you live in the Sandton and Northern 

Johannesburg area, we can organise a 

delivery to your doorsteps. 

The Mishkan for Shabbat costs R450 and 

the High Holy Day set (two books) costs 

R700.  Please send an email to Glynnis, 

and she will organise with you the way 

to get your books: 

011/783-7117  admin1@betdavid.org.za 

 

Appeal for donations towards  

streaming equipment 

Over the past 

months we have 

all come to 

appreciate the 

online  services 

streamed from 

the sanctuary or the Rabbi‘s house. They 

have made it possible to remain 

connected and to worship as a 

community, while staying in the safety 

of our homes.  

And while we are doing well so far, we 

can do better. We have decided to 

upgrade the system to a professional  

and more stable one, using software and 

multi camera technology of high quality 

to capture and broadcast services and 

events. The system we hope to put in 

place is specified to provide us 

with   equipment which will serve our 

community for many years to come.  

In order for our new system to be  

operational by the High Holy Days, the 

installation of the system needs to begin 

soon. A generous donor has very kindly 

undertaken to cover half of the capital 

costs of R 70 000.  To raise the balance, 

the Management Committee is 

appealing to all of you to help Bet David  

cover this once off costs. We understand 

that this is an extremely difficult time for 

everyone but if you are able to, please 

consider assisting us.         

L’Shalom, Desmond Sweke,                 

Chairman 
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Bet David and Bet David Kehillah 

AGM 

The Management Committee of Bet  

David is planning to hold the 2020  

Annual General Meeting after the High 

Holy Days via Zoom at a date to be  

announced. 

Should any congregant wish to lodge an 

objection to this format for the meeting, 

please make a written submission  

stating the reason for the  objection  

by 20 August 2020. 

Please email all correspondence              

regarding this matter to Diane McColl: 

 admin2@betdavid.org.za 
 

Refuah Shleima—Speedy Recovery 

Alexander Brand, Arthur Kruger,  

Bucka Jankes, Colin Newman,  

Denise Rubin, Doreen Greenberg,  

Doreen van der Riet, Elene Smith,  

Estelle Vosloo, Michelle Ross,  

Nicki Carstens , Shaun Kerr,  

and Willem de Haan  
 

Birthdays 

Ruth Jordan, Hayley Horan,  

Sandra Beswick, Carmel Lerner,  

Elisa Gianchino, Allyson Smith,  

Lwati Sibeko. 

Children under 14 – Nathan Frank 

Happy Birthday to you! 
 

Stay connected 

If you have WhatsApp, you can  

receive congregational updates  

such as service and bereavement 

notifications, directly to your smart-

phone. Follow the  link on your phone to 

join: http://tiny.cc/BD-WhatsApp 
 

Mazal Tov 

To Chinumezi Mokone on the birth of 

her nephew, Liam Ebube. Mazal tov to 

parents Mike & Jade Ashley Chibuoke 

To Natanya and Alon Ruso on the birth 

of their first child, a son, on 12 August 

To Gail Saul — on her two poems on 

the subject of naartjies — which have 

been selected as two of 33 finalist poems 

in the ClemenGold Writing Project.  

Gail‘s poems and the voice recording of 

them will shortly be available on the 

ClemenGold website and their 

Soundcloud platform. 
 

Yahrzeits 

John Wessels, brother of Juanita Levin 

Rabbi Charles Wallach, husband of 

Marilyn and brother of the late Ruth 

Wallach, remembered by Simon Dimant 

and the congregations of the SAUPJ 
 

Condolences 

To Jonathan Fisher on the passing of his 

father, Jeremy Fisher, in Cape Town, 

husband of Adele Fisher, father-in-law 

of Yolande and grandfather of Lior 

 המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים 

May God comfort you among the other 

mourners of Zion and Jerusalem. 

 

Thank you 

To Anne Martin for her donation to-

wards the Online Streaming Appeal 

 

YouTube Channel:  

http://tiny.cc/BD-YT-

Channel 

mailto:admin2@betdavid.org.za
http://tiny.cc/BD-WhatsApp
http://tiny.cc/BD-YT-Channel
http://tiny.cc/BD-YT-Channel
http://tiny.cc/BD-WhatsApp
http://tiny.cc/BD-YT-Channel


Services and Shiurim (14 August — 20 August 2020) 

All our services are being streamed on Youtube and on Facebook: 

For YouTube click here: http://tiny.cc/BD-YouTube 

and to follow on Facebook here: http://tiny.cc/BD-Facebook 

Bet David—Progressive Jewish Congregation 

Rabbi Adrian M Schell; Rabbi Emeritus Hillel Avidan  

Desmond Sweke, Chairman 

PO Box 78189, Sandton 2146, South Africa, +27 11 783 7117 

www.betdavid.org.za / http://www.facebook.com/BetDavidSandton 

————————————————— Get in touch——————————————— 

Rabbi Adrian M Schell : rabbi.schell@betdavid.org.za (for WhatsApp 076 448 6672)  

Office: admin1@betdavid.org.za (Glynnis) admin2@betdavid.org.za (Diane) 

Management Committee: mancom@betdavid.org.za —Cheder: Diane McColl 

Bookkeeper: accounts@betdavid.org.za (Di) — Choir: doronkanar@gmail.com 

 Office hours Mon, Wed, Fri 9:00 - 13:00; Erev Yom Tov 9:00 - 12:00 

Banking Details:  

Bet David: FNB Wierda Valley; Acc no: 59210012529, Branch no: 260950  

Sisterhood: Nedbank Sandton, Acc no: 1970 476 214, Branch no: 197005.  

SHABBAT RE‘EH 
 

 Friday 14 August 

* Kabbalat Shabbat Service (18h00) 
 

Saturday 15 August 

* Shabbat Morning Service (10h00) 

 

Torah Reading: Re‘eh 

Deuteronomy 11:26 - 16:17(Plaut 1259 

http://tiny.cc/Torah-Reading) 

Haftarah:  Isaiah 54:11 - 55:5 (Plaut 

1290 —http://tiny.cc/Haftarah) 

 

 

Saturday 15 August 

Havdalah and online 

get-together via Zoom (18h00) 

http://tiny.cc/BD-Havdalah  

(M: 810 0946 8449 P: 760178 ) 
 

Thursday 20 August 

* ITJ / Thursday evening class (18h30) 

Jewish Life Cycle events 3 

Please contact the office  

for the Zoom link. 
 

For how to use Zoom please visit our 

website: www.betdavid.org.za/

online.  

Our Mishkan T‘filah prayerbook is available as a free online flip-book 

here: http://tiny.cc/Mishkan  
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http://www.betdavid.org.za
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http://tiny.cc/Torah-Reading
http://tiny.cc/Haftarah
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Date Time Service 

Rosh Hashanah 

Friday 18 September 18.00 Rosh Hashanah: Evening & Shabbat Service   

Saturday 19 September  

09.30 1st Day Rosh Hashanah: Morning Service   

11.30 1st Day Rosh Hashanah: Torah and Shofar Service  

18.00 2nd day Rosh Hashanah: Evening Service  

09.30 2nd Day Rosh Hashanah: Morning Service   

Sunday 20 September   
11.30 2nd Day Rosh Hashanah: Torah and Shofar Service  

Shabbat Shuvah 

Friday 25 September 18.00 Shabbat Evening Service  

Saturday 26 September 10.00 Shabbat Morning Service  

Yom Kippur 

Sunday 27 September 18.00 Kol Nidrei – Erev Yom Kippur Service  

Monday 28 September    

09.30 Yom Kippur Morning Service and Vidui  

11.30 “Avoda” and Torah Service  

13.00 SAUPJ Study Sessions   

15.30 Afternoon service with Torah reading and Vidui   

17.20 Yizkor Service   

17.45 Neilah Service   

 18.41 Fast Ends / Havdalah   

Sukkot / Simchat Torah 

Friday 02 October 18.00 Erev Sukkot & Shabbat Service   

Saturday 03 October 09.30 Sukkot Festival & Shabbat Morning Service   

Friday 09 October 18.00 Erev Simchat Torah & Shabbat Service   

Saturday 10 October 09.30 Shemini Atzeret Festival & Shabbat Morning Service   
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Should any members of the congregation wish to make a monetary donation to the Rosh 
Hashanah Food drive, please deposit your donation into the bet David account.                          

Bet David: FNB Wierda Valley; Acc no: 59210012529, Branch no: 260950.  

Please use ‘Food’ and your surname as a reference.  Please also email the proof of              
payment to accounts@betdavid.org.za. 

An initiative of the SAUPJ Gauteng 
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