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Blessings of Petition 2:  

 
The Middle Section 
On weekdays, the middle section of the 
Amidah consists of 13 blessings that are 
individual and communal requests to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12 May there be no hope for 
slanderers, and may all wickedness 
instantly perish, and may all your 
enemies quickly be destroyed. May you 
quickly uproot, smash, destroy, and 
humble the insolent quickly in our day. 
Blessed are You, Adonai, who smashes 
his enemies, and humbles the insolent.  

ְוַלַּמְלִׁשיִנים ַאל ְּתִהי ִתְקָוה, ְוָכל 
ַגע ּתֹאֵבד, ְוָכל ָהִרְׁשָעה ְּכר   

תּו, ְוַהֵּזִדים  יָך ְמֵהָרה ִיָּכֵר  אֹוְיב  
ְמֵהָרה ְתַעֵּקר ּוְתַׁשֵּבר ּוְתַמֵּגר 
ינּו. ָּברּוְך  יַע ִּבְמֵהָרה ְבָיֵמ  ְוַתְכִנ 
יַע  ַאָּתה ְיָי, ֹׁשֵבר ֹאְיִבים ּוַמְכִנ 

 ֵזִדים.

And for slander let there be no hope, 
and may all evil come to nothing, and 
remove the reign of violence and 
terror speedily in our days. Blessed are 
You God, who makes evil pass away 
from the earth. 

ְוַלַּמְלִׁשינּות ַאל ְּתִהי ִתְקָוה ְוכ ׇ֯ל־ 
ָהִרְׁשָעה ָהֵפר. ּוַמְלכּות ָזדֹון 
ינּו. ָּברּוְך  ַּתֲעִביר ִּבְמֵהָרה ְבָיֵמֵֽ
ַאָּתה יהוה.  ַהַּמֲעִביר ִרְׁשָעה ִמן־

ֶרץ:  ָהָאֵֽ
  

13 Show compassion to the righteous, 
to the pious, to the leaders of Your 
people, the house of Israel, to the 
remnants of their sages, to righteous 
converts, and to us, Adonai our God. 
And give a good reward to all who 
trustily trust in your name, and let our 
lot be among them forever that we will 
not be shamed, for we put our trust in 
You. Blessed are You, Adonai, who is 
the support and trust of the righteous.  

ַעל ַהַּצִּדיִקים ְוַעל ַהֲחִסיִדים ְוַעל 
ִזְקֵני ַעְּמָך ֵּבית ִיְׂשָרֵאל, ְוַעל 
ם, ְוַעל ֵּגֵרי  ְּפֵליַטת סֹוְפֵריה 
יָך,  ינּו, י ֱהמּו ָנא ַרֲחמ   ק ְוָעֵל  ד  ַהּצ  
ינּו, ְוֵתן ָׂשָכר טֹוב ְלָכל  ְיָי ֱאֹלֵה 
ת, ְוִׂשים  ֱאמ  ַהּבֹוְטִחים ְּבִׁשְמָך ּב 

ם לְ  נּו ִעָּמה  ְלֵק  עֹוָלם, ְולֹא ֵנבֹוׁש ח 
ְחנּו. ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ְיָי,  ִּכי ְבָך ָּבָט 

 ִמְׁשָען ּוִמְבָטח ַלַּצִּדיִקים.

Weekdays (P.84) Petition:   

   

4. For wisdom          

5. For repentance 

6. For forgiveness   

7. For deliverance 

8. For healing  

9. For good years  

10. For the gathering of the exiles 

11. For a restoration of just judges 

12. For a punishment of heretics 

13. For reward of the righteous 

14. For the rebuilding of Jerusalem 

15. For the coming of the messiah  

16. For God to hear prayer 
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14 Return to Jerusalem your yity in 
compassion, and dwell in its midst as 
You promised You would, and rebuilt it 
soon in our day into an eternal 
structure, and quickly establish David’s 
throne within it. Blessed are You, 
Adonai, who rebuilds Jerusalem. 

ִים ִעיְרָך ְּבַרֲחִמים  ְוִלירּוָׁשַל 
ר  ָּתׁשּוב, ְוִתְׁשּכֹון ְּבתֹוָכּה ַּכֲאׁש 
ְרָּת, ּוְבֵנה אֹוָתּה ְּבָקרֹוב  ִּדַּב 
ינּו ִּבְנַין עֹוָלם, ְוִכֵּסא ָדִוד  ְּבָיֵמ 

ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ְמֵהָרה ְלתֹוָכּה ָּתִכין. 
ִים.  ְיָי, ּבֹוֵנה ְירּוָׁשָל 

Turn in mercy to Jerusalem and may 
Your presence dwell within it. Rebuild 
it as You have prophesied, then it shall 
indeed be called ‘city of righteousness, 
faithful city’. Help us establish it as a 
place worthy of prayer for all peoples. 
Blessed are You God, who builds 
Jerusalem. 

ִים ִעיְרָך ְּבַרֲחִמים  ְוִלירּוָׁשַלֵֽ
ָּתׁשּוב. ְוִתְׁשּכֹון ְּבתֹוָכּה ּוְבֵנה 
ְרָּת. ָאז ִיָּקֵרא ָלּה  אֹוָתה ַּכֲאֶׁשר ִּדַּבֵֽ

ֶדק ִקְריָ  ה ֶנֱאָמָנה. ְוָתִכין ִעיר ַהֶּצֵֽ
אֹוָתּה ִלְמקֹום ְּתִפָּלה ְלכ ׇ֯ל־
ָהַעִּמים. ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה יהוה. ּבֹוֵנה 

ִים:  ְירּוָׁשָלֵֽ
  

15 Cause the progeny of David, Your 
servant, to blossom quickly. Let him 
shine in your deliverance, for we await 
your salvation every day. Blessed are 
You, Adonai, who causes the light of 
salvation to blossom. 

ַמח ָּדִוד ַעְבְּדָך ְמֵהָרה  ת צ   א 
יַח, ְוַקְרנֹו ָך,  ַתְצִמ  ָּתרּום ִּביׁשּוָעת  

ינּו ָּכל ַהּיֹום.  ִּכי ִליׁשּוָעְתָך ִקִּו 
ן  ר  יַח ק   ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ְיָי, ַמְצִמ 

 ְיׁשּוָעה.
Bring forth soon a new flowering from 
Your servant David, a flowering of 
righteousness and a doorway of hope, 
for we wait and work for Your 
salvation. Blessed are You God,   who 
makes the power of salvation flourish. 

ַמח ָּדִוד ַעְבְּדָך ְמֵהָרה  ֶאת ֶצֵֽ
ַתח  ַמח ְצָדָקה ּוֶפֵֽ יַח. ֶצֵֽ ַתְצִמֵֽ
ינּו ּכ ׇ֯ל־  ְתָך ִקִּוֵֽ ִּתְקָוה. ִּכי ִליׁשּוָעֵֽ
יַח  ַהּיֹום. ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה יהוה. ַמְצִמֵֽ

ֶרן ְיׁשּוָעה:  ֶקֵֽ
  

16 Hear our voice, our Living God, 
source of mercy. Spare us and have 
pity on us, and receive our prayer with 
love and favour. For You are a God 
who listens to our prayers and needs. 
Our Sovereign, do not turn us away 
empty from Your presence, for You 
hear the prayers of all lips. Blessed are 
You God, who listens    to prayers. 

ינּו ָאב ְׁש  נּו יהוה ֱאֹלֵהֵֽ ַמע קֹוֵלֵֽ
ינּו. ְוַקֵּבל  ָהַרֲחָמן. חּוס ְוַרֵחם ָעֵלֵֽ

נּו ִּכי .  ְּבַרֲחִמים ּוְבָרצֹון ֶאת־ְּתִפָּלֵתֵֽ
ַע ְּתִפּלֹות ְוַתֲחנּוִנים  ֵאל ׁשֹוֵמֵֽ
נּו ֵריָקם ַאל  יָך ַמְלֵּכֵֽ ָּתה. ּוִמְּלָפֶנֵֽ ָאֵֽ
ַע ְּתִפַּלת  נּו. ִּכי ַאָּתה ׁשֹוֵמֵֽ ְּתִׁשיֵבֵֽ

ַע ּכ ׇ֯ל־ֶּפה. ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה יהו ה. ׁשֹוֵמֵֽ
 ְּתִפָּלה:
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12 And for slander... 
This request for the punishment of ‘slanderers’ may have been composed during 
Roman rule, where it would refer to those who had denounced Jews to the 
Romans. However, another version of the same blessing begins with the word 
minim which seems to refer to sectarian groups. 
 
According to the Talmud in Brachot (28b), this 
blessing was in response to an increase in 
heretics. According to Rashi there, “minim” 
(heretics) refers to those who deny the Divine 
origin of the Torah. The term minim is commonly, 
though not exclusively, used by the Talmud to 
refer to early Christian sects, who were more 
comparable to today’s “Messianic Jews” than to 
modern Christianity. (That is, they identified as 
Jews, albeit with ideas anathema to Jewish 
thought, rather than as a fully-independent 
religion.) Since this philosophy posed a threat to 
the nation, the bracha was instituted as an anti-
missionary move. It refers, however, to any 
individual or group espousing heretical ideas 
within the community, such as the Sadducees. (In 
fact, it is the Sadducees who are mentioned by 
name in the Talmud where Rabban Gamliel 
requests that such a bracha be composed, though 
this may be a later edit.) 
 
Rather than curse individuals the reform siddurim have followed a rabbinic 
example and changed the noun from a reference to particular people to the act 
of slander itself. The request for the removal of a violent regime could be 
appropriate for any period of human history. 
 
13 To the righteous... 
Following the blessing requesting the removal of the heretics, we next pray for 
the welfare of the righteous. The Talmud in Megillah (17b), describing the order 
of the blessings, says that this is because when the wicked are removed, then the 
righteous will be elevated. 
The prayer identifies six categories of deserving individuals: (1) Tzaddikim – the 
righteous, those motivated by justice, who are meticulous in mitzvos; (2) 
Chasidim – the pious, those motivated by love, who go beyond the letter of the 
law; (3) Ziknei Amcha – the elders of the nation, the spiritual leaders of the 
people; (4) Pleitat Sofreihem – the remnant of the nation’s teachers, those select 
few who dedicate their lives to teaching Torah; (5) Geirei HaTzedek – sincere 

The Sadducees (Hebrew: ְצדּוִקים) 

were a sect or group of Jews that 

was active in Judea during the 

Second Temple period, starting 

from the second century BCE 

through the destruction of the 

Temple in 70 CE. The sect was 

identified by Josephus with the 

upper social and economic echelon 

of Judean society. As a whole, the 

sect fulfilled various political, 

social, and religious roles, 

including maintaining the Temple. 

The Sadducees are often compared 

to other contemporaneous sects, 

including the Pharisees and the 

Essenes. Their sect is believed to 

have become extinct sometime 

after the destruction of Herod's 

Temple in Jerusalem in 70 CE, but 

it has been speculated that the later 

Karaites may have had some roots 

in – or connections with – 

Sadducean views. (WIKI) 
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converts, who left their old lives behind to cling to the Jewish people; and (6) 
Aleinu – us, the simple but well-meaning Jews, even if we’re nothing special. We 
pray that all of these, including ourselves, enjoy God’s mercy. 
 
14 ... to Jerusalem... 
The traditional version of this blessing calls for the rebuilding of Jerusalem and 
the establishment of God’s presence within it, but also the restoration of ‘the 
throne of David’, the monarchy, under a descendant of King David. It is possible 
that this original blessing was subsequently divided and the following one 
explores further the appointment of ‘an offspring of David’.   The Progressive 
version follows Isaiah (1:26) that Jerusalem needs to be faithful to its title as a 
‘city of righteousness’, and also the prophetic expectation that it become a place 
where all peoples can worship God (Isa 56:7). 
 
Only two blessings of Amidah start with the conjunction vav, meaning “and” – the 
blessing against heretics and this one. The blessing against heretics is already an 
exception but why should the prayer for rebuilding Jerusalem start with “and?” 
In truth, it is connected to the blessing for the righteous, which precedes it. The 
Talmud in Megillah (17b) tells us that the righteous will be elevated with the 
restoration of Jerusalem. 
 
Deuteronomy 30:3 says that God will return the people from their captivity and 
have mercy on them, gathering them from all the nations where they have been 
exiled. The Talmud in Megillah (29a) explains that when God exiled the Jews, He 
also exiled his presence to some degree, which he will return with the nation. In 
this blessing, we ask that God return his Presence to Jerusalem. 
 
We continue by asking that God cause his presence to dwell in Jerusalem. This is 
a reference to Zechariah 8:3, in which God says, “I will return to Zion and dwell in 
Jerusalem.” The return to Jerusalem is an ongoing process and all of our ups and 
downs are part of the chain of events that will lead to its ultimate restoration. 
 
15 ... a new flowering ... from David... 
Prophetic texts refer to a tsemach, a ‘sprout’, that will arise out of the family of 
David, a ruler, an ‘anointed one’ (messiah) who will restore Israel’s national 
status.   Jeremiah’s prophetic vision of the messianic time says that: In those days 
and at that time I will cause to sprout up for David a ‘sprout of righteousness’ and 
he will perform justice and righteousness in the land (Jeremiah 33:15). We have 
combined this with a phrase from Hosea 2:17 in which God speaks of the 
Promised Land as a petach tikvah, a ‘door of hope’. 
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This blessing has been the most contentious one in debates between traditional 
and progressive Jews since the latter prefer to emphasise the broader Biblical and 
rabbinic concept of a messianic age rather than the physical person of a messiah, 
literally ‘anointed’, a descendant of King David. Since the Biblical term tsemach 
means a ‘sprouting’ or ‘flowering’ and is used in early prophetic texts without 
specific reference to an individual person, we have followed this more general 
idea, as have other progressive versions, referring to the ‘flowering of 
righteousness’. 
 
16 Hear our voice... 
The final one of these intermediate blessings invites God to hear all the prayers 
and petitions that make up the Amidah, and respond to them with mercy and 
compassion. The request that God receive our prayer ‘with favour’ is understood 
to express the highest level of spiritual development - where we are so attuned 
to the divine will that our prayers exactly reflect what God would wish from us 
and for us.  
 
The traditional version concludes that God hears the prayers of ‘Your people 
Israel’. In line with the broader rabbinic view, and the universal emphasis 
throughout our version, we conclude that God hears the prayers ‘of all people’. 
 
(Rabbi Adrian M Schell – Source: Annette Böckler, Jüdischer Gottesdienst, Wesen und Struktur 
 and http://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/the-amidah/# 
The Koren Siddur 
Hoffman, My People’s Prayer Book – Vol 2 Amidah 
 Hebrew: Seder HaT’filot, The Movement for Reform Judaism UK 
King James Bible; https://www.ou.org/torah/tefillah/shemoneh-esrei  
Rudolf Otto, The Idea of the Holy (Oxford University Press, 1950). 

http://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/the-amidah/

