
Beatitudes of Jesus in Jewish understanding    Handout Page 1 

Rabbi Adrian M Schell – Bet David Sandton – 3 Middle Road – Morningside – 
www.betdavid.org.za  

Jewish eschatology is concerned with events that will happen in the end of days, according 1 

to the Hebrew Bible and Jewish thought. This includes the ingathering of the exiled 2 

diaspora, the coming of Jewish Messiah, afterlife, and the revival of the dead Tsadikim. 3 

Although Judaism concentrates on the importance of the Earthly world (Olam Ha'zeh — 4 

"this world"), all of classical Judaism posits an afterlife. The hereafter is known as 'olam ha-5 

ba (the "world to come", עולם הבא in Hebrew), and related to concepts of Gan Eden (the 6 

Heavenly "Garden in Eden", or paradise). The phrase 'olam ha-ba, (עולם הבא) "world to 7 

come", does not occur in the Hebrew Bible.  8 

According to religious Judaism, any non-Jew who lives according to the Seven Laws of Noah 9 

is regarded as a righteous gentile, and is assured of a place in the world to come, the final 10 

reward of the righteous.  11 

In Judaism, end times are usually called the "end of days" (aḥarit ha-yamim, אחרית הימים), 12 

a phrase that appears several times in the Tanakh.  But all classic rabbinic scholars agree 13 

that these concepts are beyond typical human understanding. Therefore, these ideas are 14 

expressed throughout rabbinic literature through many varied parables and analogies and 15 

vary between the different streams in Judaism. 16 

"Belief in the afterlife - a world to come in which the righteous get their true reward and 17 

the wicked get their deserved comeuppance - is a central teaching of traditional Judaism. 18 

This belief stems from the conviction that a loving God would not allow injustice to win. 19 

When the facts of life did not fit the Bible's emphasis on reward and punishment in the 20 

here and now, this faith in the afterlife was emphasized. In the Middle Ages, when Jews 21 

suffered so much while enemies ruled the world, the stress on the world to come grew 22 

stronger.  23 

Early modernizers reversed direction. Such Judaism inspire people to find God in the 24 

secular, to unite body and soul, to work for tikkun olam (repairing the world) in the here 25 

and now. At the same time, it uphold the reality of the spirit and the immortality of the 26 

soul.  27 

Reform Judaism have altered traditional references to the resurrection of the dead ("who 28 

gives life to the dead") to refer to "who gives life to all". Reform Judaism affirm belief in 29 

the afterlife, though they downplay the theological implications in favor of emphasizing 30 

the importance of the "here and now," as opposed to reward and punishment. “True, this 31 

world is only a 'vestibule to the world to come,' where we must prepare ourselves before 32 

we enter the 'banquet hall.' Yet in the eyes of God, the endeavor and the participation are 33 

greater than the achievement and perfection.” 34 

Gehinom is fairly well defined in rabbinic literature. It is sometimes translated as "hell", but 35 

is much closer to the Catholic view of purgatory than to the Christian view of hell, which 36 

differs from the classical Jewish view. Rabbinic thought maintains that souls are not 37 

tortured in gehinom forever; the longest that one can be there is said to be eleven months, 38 

with the exception of heretics, and unobservant Jews (12 months). Gehinom is considered 39 

a spiritual forge where the soul is purified for its eventual ascent to Gan Eden ("Garden of 40 

Eden") 41 
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Messias / Messianic Age: The idea of a messianic age has a prominent place in Jewish 1 

thought, but is not always incorporated as part of the end of days.The Hebrew word 2 

mashiach means anointed, The Messiah is to be a human leader, physically descended 3 

from the Davidic line, who will rule and unite the people of Israel and will usher in the 4 

Messianic Age of global and universal peace. While the name of Jewish Messiah is 5 

considered to be one of the things that precede creation, he is not considered divine, in 6 

contrast to Christianity where Jesus is both divine and the Messiah. 7 

In biblical times the title mashiach was awarded to someone in a high position of nobility 8 

and greatness. For example, Cohen ha-Mashiach means High Priest. In the Talmudic era 9 

the title mashiach is a reference to the Jewish leader and king that will redeem Israel in the 10 

end of days and usher in a messianic era of peace and prosperity for both the living and 11 

deceased.  12 

We do not know when the Messiah will come, nor whether he will be a charismatic human 13 

figure or is a symbol of the redemption of mankind from the evils of the world. Through 14 

the doctrine of a Messianic figure, Judaism teaches us that every individual human being 15 

must live as if he or she, individually, has the responsibility to bring about the messianic 16 

age. Beyond that, we echo the words of Maimonides based on the prophet Habakkuk (2:3) 17 

that though he may tarry, yet do we wait for him each day... (Principles of Conservative 18 

Judaism) 19 

Kingdom of God:  20 

The concept of kingship of God appears in the Hebrew Bible with references to "his 21 

Kingdom" and "your Kingdom" while the term "kingdom of God" is not directly used. "Yours 22 

is the kingdom, O Lord" is used in 1 Chronicles 29:10-12 and "His kingdom is an everlasting 23 

kingdom" in Daniel 4:3, for example. It is tied to Jewish understanding that through the 24 

messiah, God will restore the Kingdom of Israel, following the Davidic covenant. 25 

The "enthronement psalms" (Psalms 45, 93, 96, 97-99) provide a background for this view 26 

with the exclamation "The Lord is King". However, in later Judaism (after the destruction 27 

of the First Temple) a more "national" view was assigned to God's kingship in which the 28 

awaited messiah may be seen as a liberator and the founder of a new state of Israel. 29 

1 Kings 22:19, Isaiah 6, Ezekiel 1 and Daniel 7:9 all speak of the Throne of God, although 30 

some philosophers such as Saadia Gaon and Maimonides interpreted such mention of a 31 

"throne" as allegory. 32 

The Prayer “Ashrei” 33 

The Ashrei (Hebrew: לּוָך ֶסָלה ַהלְׁ ֵבי ֵביֶתָך, עֹוד יְׁ ֵרי יֹושְׁ  Ashrei yoshvei veitecha, od 34 ,ַאשְׁ

y’hallelucha, selah!; English: Happy are they who dwell in Your house; they will praise You, 35 

always!) is a prayer that is recited at least three times daily in Jewish prayers, twice during 36 

Shacharit and once during Mincha.  37 

The prayer is composed primarily of Psalm 145 in its entirety, with a verse each from 38 

Psalms 84 and 144 added to the beginning, and a verse from Psalm 115 added to the end. 39 
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The first two verses that are added both start with the Hebrew word "ashrei" (translating 1 

to "happy" or "praiseworthy" or "fortunate"), hence the prayer's name. 2 

 Happy are those that live  in Your house and can always praise You (selah). 3 ַאְׁשֵרי

Happy the people of whom this is true!  4 

Happy the people whose God is the Eternal! 5 

1 A Psalm of Praise. David’s. 6 

 I will glorify You,  God my Sovereign,  and bless Your name forever and ever. 7 ֲארֹוִמְמָך 

2 Every day I will bless You and praise Your name  forever and ever. 8 

3 Great is the Eternal and praised aloud, Your greatness is beyond understanding. 9 

4 One generation shall praise Your deeds to the next and tell of Your mighty acts. 10 

5 The glorious splendour of Your majesty and Your wonders will be my theme. 11 

6 People will speak of the power of Your awesome deeds, and I will describe Your 12 

greatness. 13 

7 They will spread the fame of Your great goodness and sing out loud Your 14 

righteousness. 15 

8 Compassionate and merciful is the Eternal, slow to anger, and great in love. 16 

9 The Eternal is good to everyone,  Your compassion is over all You made. 17 

10 All You made shall praise You, Eternal,  and those who love You will bless You. 18 

11 They shall speak of the glory of Your rule and talk about Your power, 19 

12 to let all people know of Your mighty acts and the glorious splendour of Your rule. 20 

13 Your rule is an everlasting rule, Your authority for every generation. 21 

14 The Eternal supports the falling  and raises all those bent low. 22 

15 The eyes of all look to You and You give them food when it is time. 23 

16 You open Your hand and satisfy the needs of all living. 24 

17 Eternal, You are just in all Your ways and loving in all Your deeds. 25 

18 You are near to all who call You, to all who call You sincerely. 26 

19 You fulfil the needs of those who fear You, hearing their cry and saving them. 27 

20 You protect those who love You,but all the wicked You destroy. 28 

21My mouth will speak the praise of the Eternal and let all flesh bless (Ps145) 29 

 God’s holy name forever and ever! 30 

But we bless God now and evermore. Praise God! 31 

 32 

Ashrei is about three concepts (By Ronald H. Isaacs). These are: 33 

1. People are happy when they are close to God. 34 

2. God cares about the poor and oppressed. 35 

3. God rewards good behavior and punishes evil. 36 

Significantly, there is no invidious comparison here between Israel and the other nations, 37 

nor any mention of the hostility of, or toward, other nations. The Psalm praises God whose 38 

justice and mercy applies to all peoples. In verse 9 (ט) we are told "The LORD is good to all 39 

and His mercy extends to all He has created." By verse 21 (ת) - "All flesh shall praise Your 40 

name ...." - all mankind expresses its gratitude. Also significantly, this prayer is entirely 41 

praise of God, without asking for anything. Also emphasized in Ashrei is God's kingship over 42 

all the universe; in particular, Psalm 145:1 is the Bible's only use of the phrase "God the 43 

King" (as distinguished from many occurrences of "my king" or "our king"). 44 
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The narrative of the Amida (is the central prayer of the Jewish liturgy)  1 

The weekday Amidah contains nineteen blessings. Each blessing ends with the signature 2 

"Blessed are you, O Lord..." and the opening blessing begins with this signature as well. The 3 

first three blessings as a section are known as the shevach ("praise"), and serve to inspire 4 

the worshipper and invoke God's mercy. The middle thirteen blessings compose the 5 

bakashah ("request"), with six personal requests, six communal requests, and a final 6 

request that God accept the prayers. The final three blessings, known as the hoda'ah 7 

("gratitude"), thank God for the opportunity to serve the Lord. The shevach and hoda'ah 8 

are standard for every Amidah, with some changes on certain occasions. 9 

4. Known as Binah ("understanding") this is a petition to God to grant wisdom and 10 

understanding. 11 

5. Known as Teshuvah ("return", "repentance") this prayer asks God to help Jews to 12 

return to a life based on the Torah, and praises God as a God of repentance. 13 

6. Known as Selichah, this asks for forgiveness for all sins, and praises God as being a 14 

God of forgiveness. 15 

7. Known as Geulah ("redemption") this praises God as a rescuer of the people Israel. 16 

8. Known as Refuah ("healing") this is a prayer to heal the sick. 17 

9. Known as Birkat HaShanim ("blessing for years [of good]"), this prayer asks God to 18 

bless the produce of the earth. 19 

10. A prayer for rain is included in this blessing during the rainy season. 20 

11. Known as Galuyot ("diasporas"), this prayer asks God to allow the ingathering of 21 

the Jewish exiles back to the land of Israel. 22 

12. Known as Birkat HaDin ("Justice") this asks God to restore righteous judges as in 23 

the days of old. 24 

13. Known as Birkat HaMinim ("the sectarians, heretics") this asks God to destroy those 25 

in heretical sects (Minuth), who slander Jews and who act as informers against 26 

Jews. 27 

14. Known as Tzadikim ("righteous") this asks God to have mercy on all who trust in 28 

Him, and asks for support for the righteous. 29 

15. Known as Bo'ne Yerushalayim ("Builder of Jerusalem") asks God to rebuild 30 

Jerusalem and to restore the Kingdom of David. 31 

16. Known as Birkat David ("Blessing of David") Asks God to bring the descendant of 32 

King David, who will be the messiah. 33 

17. Known as Tefillah ("prayer") this asks God to accept our prayers, to have mercy and 34 

be compassionate. 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

Sources: Wikipedia / Seder HaTefilot / ReformJudaism.org 40 
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