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Rabbi Adrian M Schell                                                                                              …………     .Rabbi Julia Margolis 
Rabbi Hillel Avidan, Emeritus 
 

Bet David Weekly News  
Ad Kan כאן עד  

  Shabbat Vayishlach 5776 
28 November 2015 – 16 Kislev 5776 

 

Thursday 26 November – 18.00 – 19.30 Prayers of our Siddur, a shiur with Rabbi Schell  
Friday 27 November - 18.00 Kabbalat Shabbat Service includes November birthday blessings; L’chaim 
follows in the foyer, sponsored by Peter and Carol Alexander in honour of their birthdays; 18.00 Child-
care in the Youth Centre. 
Saturday 28 November - 08.30 Religion School; 10.00 Shabbat Morning Service includes the Bar Mitzvah 
of Ethan Goodman and Aufruf of Bradley Taitz and Laine Walldorf. B’rachah follows in Ethan’s honour 
sponsored by his parents Alan and Kim Goodman 10.30-11.30 Children’s Service (Youth Centre)  
Sunday 29 November 2015 from 10.00 to 12.00 - Cemetery Clean up - please RSVP to the office 
Thursday 03 December – 18.00 – 19.30 Prayers of our Siddur, a shiur with Rabbi Schell  
Friday 04 December - 18.00 Kabbalat FAMILY Shabbat Service, followed by a light Pizza supper 
(sponsors welcome) [Rabbi Schell at Bet Menorah] 
Saturday 05 December - 08.30 Religion School (last for 2015); 10.00 Shabbat Morning Service; B’rachah 
follows (sponsor welcome); 10.30-11.30 Children’s Service (Youth Centre) [Rabbi Schell at Bet Menorah] 
Thursday 10 December – 18.00 – 19.30 Prayers of our Siddur, a shiur with Rabbi Schell  
Friday 11 December - 18.00 Kabbalat Shabbat Service; 18.00 Child-care in the Youth Centre. 
Saturday 12 December – 08.45 Torah Study Breakfast with Rabbi Schell; 10.00 Shabbat Morning Service 
includes the Aufruf of Alison Louw and Kevin Smith. B’rachah follows sponsored by Alison Louw and Kevin 
Smith 10.30-11.30 Children’s Service (Youth Centre)  
 

"SACRED evening of interest" 
We (SACRED) are having a talk on Wednesday 2 December at 18.30. Venue is the 
Slome Auditorium, at Beit Emanuel Progressive Synagogue, Parktown.  Further 
details of the evening of interest are attached - booking is essential.  

 

Bet David invites 
you to a special 

lunch with Mmusi 
Maimane to find 
out his views on 

the role of religious 
communities in 

effecting change in 
South Africa. 

 

Venue :  
Houghton Golf Club 

Address : Osborn 
Road, Houghton 
Date and Time :  

19 February 2016 
@ 12h30 

Tickets available 
online from 

http://goo.gl/EX5A0 
 Phone: 011-783 7117 

http://goo.gl/EX5A0
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Mazal Tov 
Ethan Goodman on the occasion of his Bar Mitzvah this Shabbat; 

Bradley Taitz and Laine Walldorf on their aufruf and upcoming chuppah in December; 
Happy birthday to all who have birthdays the week 23 to 29 November:  Yaniv Barak; Michelle Klipin; 
Darryl Bennett; Kenneth Klugman; Sybil Perlstein; Linda Bresgi; Barbara Gordon; David Gordon; Alon 
Stransky; Ian Hacker Children under 14 years– Milah Kramer; Lior Fisher. 

 

Ethan Goodman – Bar Mitzvah – 28 November 2015 
My name is Ethan Goodman and I am currently at King David Primary School. My 
group at school has about 5 boys.  We are all are good friends and do lots of things 
together. I enjoy a good game of paint ball. My favourite subject is Science. I am crazy 
about cricket and soccer. I am an avid player of Black Ops and GTA 5 and keep up to 
date with my new I-Phone I got for my birthday from my Mom and Dad.  I love 
Margarita pizza and lots of chocolate. I go often to gym with my Dad to keep fit.  I 
have an older brother Dylan who also had his Bar Mitzvah at Bet David.   I love playing 
cards and Cando and do lots of magic tricks.  Ask me and you will see the magician in action. Haha! 

 

Thank you for recent donations 
Yahrzeit – Anne Martin in memory of Harry Katz; Sylvia Borstein in memory of Yetta and Benjamin 
Barwin; General – Donald Gordon Foundation. L’chaim & B’rachah sponsorship – Saul Shagam in honour 
of his birthday; Brenda (Leiman) Abelkop in honour of her parents; Carol and Peter Alexander in honour 
of their birthdays; Kim and Alan Goodman in honour of Ethan’s Bar Mitzvah; Brad Taitz and Laine 
Walldorf in honour of their aufruf. 
 

Weekly Yahrzeits 
Norman Isaacs remembered by Deborah and Louise Isaacs; Claire Rayment remembered by Carina 
Cohen; Lily Jankelow remembered by Merle Gaitz; Edith Milne remembered by Karen Bass; Judith Goldin 
remembered by Jenny Correia; Solomon Rubin remembered by  Alan Rubin; Ann Drobis remembered by  
Kathleen Fermo; Isaac Hacker remembered by  Monty Hacker; Thelma Beder remembered by  Michael 
Beder; Colin Cowan remembered by Martin Cowan; Evelyn O’Neal remembered by  Jamie Levin; Silvi 
Solomon remembered by  Steven Solomon; Joseph Goodman remembered by Alan, Kim, Dylan and Ethan 
Goodman.  Zichronam livracha, may their memories be for a blessing. 
 

Speedy Recovery-Refuah Shleimah 
Arthur Kruger; Chris Sherlock; Ruth Jordan.  

Visits by Rabbi Schell or Rabbi Margolis can be arranged for congregants in hospital or ill at home.  
Please contact Glynnis to report illness and advise whether you would like a visit from one of our Rabbis. 
 

Bet David Kehillah             
A wonderful year is coming to its end. With a special luncheon Kehillah thanked all their supporters and 

especially all the women who dedicated so many time 
and hours (and money) to support Bet David, the feeding 
scheme and the Mitzvah school. TODAH RABAH 
Bet David Kitchen—Home-made delicacies available from 
our own kitchen! Place orders by Monday with Sharon 011 
7837117/admin2@betdavid.org.za for collection on Friday 
12h00. Kitchen closure for summer break: last take-home 
orders to be placed on Monday 7 December for collection 
on Friday 11 December. 
Celebrate a Simcha with your community—Sponsor 
Shabbat sweets; Birthday chocolates; Erev Shabbat 
l’chaim; Shabbat morning b’rachah. For information call 
the office 011 7837117. 
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Once a month a current or past member of the Introduction to Judaism Course will submit a 

commentary for Ad Kan.  Here is Genevieve Edwards’s contribution for Shabbat Vayishlach:  

This week’s portion is like a novel in the Torah about the life of Jacob.  Unlike most ancient stories, it's the 
story of a character that changes. When we first met Jacob he was tricking Esau out of his birth right and 
his blind father into blessing him and tricking his uncle Laban out of several hundred sheep... 
However as the portion unfolds Jacob changes and is humbled after an encounter with a force throughout 
an entire night just after he prepared in the manner he knew for the meeting with his brother Esau. 
Very often life is a lived a certain way whether it rights or wrong/negative or positive and it's lived 
without consideration of others or conscience... This kind of life can only be lived for a certain period of 
time before it catches up with you. Those you have wronged or your actions in general come back to 
haunt you. Almost as if you can't get away with your conduct, actions or lifestyle forever... 
Something/someone/your conscience occurs whether it be in a negative or positive form to set the 
wrongs right and mend broken hearts or repair relations and teach the relative lessons and prompt 
forgiveness...turn the arrogant to humble and change mind sets and behaviour towards people and 
situations forever..  
There is always intervention to set things straight and guide people on the correct path or punish them 
temporarily to humble and make them understand their wrongs or shortfalls and appreciate what or who 
they have in their lives.  
Hence Jacob had the wrestling encounter with someone for a full night though it is not clear who and 
there are some guesses as to who it was. His hip was dislocated and there was an exchange of words and 
naming of him to Israel and after this encounter he was humbled and changed from his usual behaviour... 
Genevieve Edwards  
 

RABBI MARGOLIS’ WEEKLY COLUMN 
Last Sunday I was invited to attend the SAJBD conference and subsequent Gala 
Dinner of the SAJBD 48th Biennial National Conference, titled “Gathering Voices 
– Combatting global racism and anti-Semitism”. Guest speakers included 
President Jacob Zuma, Ambassador Ronald Lauder and Professor Bernard- 
Henri Levy. Ambassador Ronald Lauder, an American businessman, art collector, 
philanthropist and political activist, is the president of the World Jewish 
Congress.  
Professor Bernard-Henri Lévy is a French public intellectual media personality, 
and author. He was one of the leaders of the "Nouveaux Philosophes" (New 
Philosophers) movement in 1976. In 2010, the Jerusalem Post named Lévy 45th 
on a list of the world's 50 most influential Jews. The Boston Globe has said that 

he is "perhaps the most prominent intellectual in France today". He frequently writes on the subject of 
anti-Semitism.  In his passionate speech in the aftermath of the  Paris attacks at the conference, Bernard-
Henri Lévy slammed the BDS movement and outlined the three pillars of today's new anti-Semitism and 
the outrageous labelling of Israel as an apartheid state:       

1 Anti –Zionism: To say Jews are accomplices with a terrible state (Israel). To 
say Israel is not a legitimate state, and that Jews are part of this illegitimate 
state.  

    2 Denial of the Holocaust.  
3 The rivalry of victims. These people say there is not enough space in a human 
heart to feel two different sorrows, one has to choose which victims to 
sympathise with, and often this is not sympathy for the Jews. 

I am a long time follower of his writings, and I found his speech the most 
pertinent during this conference. Levy ultimately gave a very clear analysis of the 
“new/ modern” form of anti-Semitism, and his speech can be found on the 
following link http://goo.gl/8aa8mo  
Wishing you a peaceful weekend. Shabbat Shalom.  Rabbi Julia Margolis  

Ad Kan emailed on Thursday; deadline Tuesday. Submissions to admin1@betdavid.org.za 

http://goo.gl/8aa8mo
mailto:admin1@betdavid.org.za
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Jolly Dees Playshop  
The Jolly Dee Nursery School on the Bet David Campus still has some 
open spots for 2016 for 1 to 6 year olds. Children get a wonderful 
Jewish pre-school education at the Nursery. Members of Bet David get 
a discount on the regular fees. Please contact Dee for more 
information: dee@jollydees.co.za; 0117836606; www.jollydees.co.za  

(Left: Giddy Lief celebrating Chanukah at the Jolly Dees Playshop) 
 

Torah Reading for Shabbat Vayishlach 
Genesis 32:4-36:43 (Reading 32:4-31; Plaut p.219; Hertz p.122) 
Haftarah: Hosea 11:7-12:12 (Plaut p.241; Hertz p.135) 
In parshat Vayishlach Jacob's name is changed to Israel, not once but twice. The first 
time, in 32:29, Jacob is named by a "man" after spending all night wrestling with 
him. In 35:10 Jacob receives the name Israel directly from God. According to Rashi, 
the name change signifies a change in Jacob's character. He moves from "Ya'akov," 
 ,in tricking his brother (ָעְקָבה) whose root means ankle and recalls his cunning (יעקב)
to Yisrael (ישראל), which contains the word (שר) "sar," meaning leader. Yet despite 
being renamed twice, Israel continues to be called Jacob. In fact, after both 
incidences, he is immediately called Jacob again. So what was the point of the name 
change? 
It seems to me that Jacob's journey is a journey of returning. Even when he flees his 
brother Esau, he is running away to his mother's homeland. Years later, when Jacob 
leaves Laban's home after having acquired wives, children and wealth, he returns back home to Canaan. 
Jacob's journey is circular. His return is an illustration of both continuity and change in his life story. His 
names also reflect this-his new identity of Israel is not a negation of who he once was. 
Like our forefather, we are known as Jacob as well as Israel. We can take Jacob/Israel as a paradigm. 
Unlike Abraham, whose change is a complete break with his past, we can allow ourselves to change 
throughout our journeys but realize that this need not be a negation of who we were in our past. It is in 
this dual state as both Jacob and Israel that we can truly receive Balaam's blessing (Numbers 24:5) "How 
good are your tents oh Jacob, your dwellings oh Israel!"  
Shabbat Shalom  - Rabbi Adrian M Schell  
(Source: Rabbinical Student Nathan Roller, Illustration from the 1728 Figures de la Bible(Wikipedia)) 

The Torah Study with Rabbi Schell continues this Shabbat, 12 December at 08h45 (Rondavel). 
“The Prayers of our Siddur”– class with Rabbi Schell every Thursday from 18h00 to 19h30 (Foyer). 
Podcast of Rabbi Schell’s weekly Sermons Tuesdays on Radio Today (10h30) or:  http://goo.gl/LsHQrY. 
 

SHABBAT SERVICES & EVENTS 
FRIDAY EVENING 18:00 Kabbalat Shabbat Service; SUPERVISED CHILD-CARE for ages 0 – 6 (Youth Centre) 

BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS—Last Friday of the month (27 November; 18 December)  
FAMILY SERVICE 18:00—04 December  

SHABBAT MORNING: 08:30 - 10.00 Religion School Term 4: ends 5 December  

08.45 BREAKFAST SHIUR WITH RABBI SCHELL— 12 December; 19 December.  

10:00 Shabbat Shacharit service, B’rachah follows; 10.30 Children’s Service (3 – 10 years) (Youth Centre) 
THURSDAY NIGHT LITURGY CLASS – every Thursday at 18.00 – 19.30  

Triple C Community Supper after the Friday evening service – 15 January 2016 

Rabbi Adrian M Schell – rabbi.schell@betdavid.org.za;  
Rabbi Julia Margolis – rabbi.margolis@betdavid.org.za 

Tel:  +27 11 7837117 / Office hours 09.00 – 14.30 (Mon-Thurs) 09.00 –13.00 (Fri & Erev Yom Tov) 
accounts@betdavid.org.za (Diane)/admin1@betdavid.org.za (Glynnis)/admin2@betdavid.org.za (Sharon) 

www.betdavid.org.za / http://www.facebook.com/BetDavidSandton  
Emergency numbers: CSO 0861800018; Hatzolah 0832221818; Shalom Bayit 0116452591 

CAP 0861 227 227 / 0861 CAP CAP, to report any suspicious activity 

mailto:dee@jollydees.co.za
http://www.jollydees.co.za/
http://goo.gl/LsHQrY
mailto:rabbi.schell@betdavid.org.za
mailto:accounts@betdavid.org.za
mailto:admin1@betdavid.org.za
mailto:admin2@betdavid.org.za
http://www.betdavid.org.za/
http://www.facebook.com/BetDavidSandton

