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Rabbi Adrian M Schell                                                                                                 Rabbi Hillel Avidan, Emeritus 
 
 

Ad Kan כאן עד  
  Shabbat Ha’azinu and Sukkot 5777 

14/15 October 2016 – 14/15 Tishrei 5777 and 16/17 October – 15 Tishrei 5777 
 

Dear Bet David community: Thank You.  
Thank you to all of you who came for High Holy Day services. Thank you to all our volunteers, the shamasim, 
the gabbaiot team, our choir, Kehillah and ManCom, our support staff, the people on security (thank you 
for keeping us safe, Darren, CSO, and Stallion) and of course to Crawford for providing us with a spiritual 
home. I felt privileged to lead you all for services and commend those who came up to read before the 
community. Thank you all for the heart-warming comments and feedback I have received.  
Shanah Tovah - may it be a sweet and transformative year for all of us. 

Rabbi Adrian M. Schell 
 

Schedule for Shabbat Ha’azinu and Sukkot*** 
Date Time Service Venue 

Shabbat Ha’azinu 

Friday 14 October 18.00 Kabbalat Shabbat Bet David, 3 Middle Rd 

Saturday 15 October 08.30 Cheder/Religion School  Bet David, 3 Middle Rd 

 08.45 Torah Breakfast Bet David, 3 Middle Rd 

 10.00 Shabbat Morning Service Bet David, 3 Middle Rd 

Sunday 16 October 14.00 
Mitzvah School Prize-Giving Ceremony for 
Matric students of 2016.   

Bet David, 3 Middle Rd 

Sukkot  / Shabbat Chol HaMoed Sukkot 

Sunday 16 October 18.00 Erev Sukkot Service Bet David, 3 Middle Rd  

Monday 17 October 09.30 Sukkot Festival Morning Service 
Beit Emanuel, 38 Oxford 
Road, Parktown  

Friday 21 October 18.00 Kabbalat Shabbat Bet David, 3 Middle Rd 

Saturday 22 October 08.45 Torah Breakfast Bet David, 3 Middle Rd 

 10.00 Shabbat Morning Service (Chol HaMoed) Bet David, 3 Middle Rd 

Simchat Torah /  Shemini Atzeret 

Sunday 23 October 18.00 Erev Simchat Torah Service Bet David, 3 Middle Rd,  

Monday 24 October 10.00 Shemini Atzeret Festival Morning Service  Bet David, 3 Middle Rd,  

*** Please see separate schedule for all children and youth services and activities 
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Shabbat Shuvah Dinner at Temple Israel 

    
 

Mazal tov 
Happy birthday to all who have birthdays during the week 10 to 16 October –Michael Lipman; Avi Goshen; 
Jules Keet; Shannon Prestia; Emerec Frohlich; Greg Sheinerman; Thalia Miltiadou;  
Children 14 years and under – Erin Caminsky; Ethan Harris. 

 

Speedy Recovery-Refuah Shleimah 
Alan Goodman; Arthur Kruger; Carli Eikelis (sister of Bianca Jutan); Fred Plein; Hendrik Carstens;  

Jul-Andra van Dyk; Leah Livni; Melanie Bailey; Morrie Epstein (father of Lynn Sherlock);  
Rochelle Rossi-Zalmans; Sharon Sack.   

Please contact Glynnis to report a hospitalisation or illness and  
direct us in the most appropriate way to respond. 

 

Weekly Yahrzeits - 14/15 October: 
Jeremy Neil Kark remembered by David Kark; Erica Margo remembered by Stephen Margo; Joyce Eliasov 
remembered by Sybil Perlstein; Abraham Soll remembered by Anthony Soll; Minnie Broome remembered 
by Helen Kaplan; Shane Boruchowitz remembered by Colin and Brendan Boruchowitz and Adri Powell; 
Lili Gronemann remembered by Len Gronemann; Adele Pyne remembered by Mike Taitz; Goldie Gerber 
remembered by Len Gerber. Zichronam livracha, may their memory be for a blessing. 
 

We gratefully acknowledge recent donations  
Yahrzeit – Gail Scheuble in memory of her mother, Grace Helfer;  

General - Ashley and Desmond Sweke for providing the beautiful floral 
arrangements at Crawford College over the High Holy Days; 

Bet David Kehillah for organising and preparing the ‘Breaking the Fast’ spread and 
all the b’rachot over the High Holy Day and Festival period; 

Theresa Sobel for making new Torah belts for the High Holy Days;  
David and Joshua Woolf for blowing the Shofar (picture right). 

 

Thank you to all who have generously responded to the High Holy Day appeal.   
High Holy Day donations will be acknowledged in Ad Kan after the Yom Tov period.  

 

BD Kids’ Club celebrates the Sukkot 
 

Friday 14 October Regular Kids’ Club (Bet David) 6 pm 
Saturday 15 October Sukkah decoration making and hanging (Bet 

David) 
10am – 12 pm 

Sunday 16 October Erev Sukkot with games in the sukkah (Bet 
David) 

6 pm 

Monday 17 October Sukkot morning at Beit Emanuel 9:30 am 
Friday 21 October Regular Kids’ Club (Bet David) 6 pm 
Saturday 22 October Shabbat morning – SIMCHAT TORAH FLAG 

COMPETITION * 
10am – 12pm 

Sunday 23 October Erev Simchat Torah – all in the shul (Bet David) 6 pm  
Monday 24 October Simchat Torah morning  

(Bet David) 
10am  

        For more info please chat to Kendyll – youth@betdavid.org.za  
 

mailto:youth@betdavid.org.za
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Bet David Kehillah  
Mitzvah School Prize-Giving Ceremony – Sunday 16 October at 
14h00, for Matric students of 2016.  All are welcome to attend this 
very special and heart-warming event. Venue: Temporary 
Synagogue at Bet David.  RSVP Lesley Rosenberg 0832366823.  Tea 
and refreshments follow. 
Bet David Kitchen—There will be no take-home orders from the 
kitchen until further notice. 
Monthly Feeding Schemes Food Collection – Thank you to all who 
helped last Sunday to collect an amazing amount of food.  
 

Sukkot (Hebrew: סוכות or ֻסּכֹות), commonly translated as Feast of Tabernacles, sometimes referred to as 
Chag Ha-Asif, the Festival of Ingathering. It is a biblical Jewish holiday celebrated on the 15th day of the 
month of Tishrei, the fifth day after Yom Kippur. It is quite a drastic transition, from one of the most solemn 
holidays in our year to one of the most joyous. Sukkot is so unreservedly joyful that it is commonly referred 
to in Jewish prayer and literature as Z'man Simchateinu), the Season of our Rejoicing. 
Throughout the week of Sukkot, meals are eaten in the sukkah and if possible to sleep there, although the 
requirement is waived in case of rain. On each day of the holiday it is mandatory to perform a waving 
ceremony with the Four Species (the Lulav and the Etrog.) 

Blessing over the Arba Minim (Four Species) 
One of the commandments of Sukkot is to take the arba minim (four species) and wave them each day of 
the holiday (traditionally not on Shabbat). This is normally done during morning services in synagogue, 
before the Hallel prayers, but you can do it also at home anytime during the day . Both customs are common 
and acceptable. 
Stand facing the north (or whatever direction is toward Jerusalem from where you are). 
Take the etrog in your left hand with the stem (green tip) up and the pitam (brown tip) down. Take the lulav 
(including the palm, myrtle and willow branches bound together) in your right hand. Bring your hands 
together and recite the blessing below. 
After you recite the blessing, turn the etrog so the stem is down and the pitam is up. Be careful not to 
damage the pitam! With the lulav and etrog together, gently shake forward (north) three times, then pull 
the lulav and etrog back in front of your chest. Repeat this to the right (east), then over your right shoulder 
(south), then to the left (west), then up, then down. 

 
Barukh atah Adonai, Eloheinu, melekh ha-olam 

Blessed are you, Lord, our God, sovereign of the universe 

 
asher kidishanu b'mitz'votav v'tzivanu 

Who has sanctified us with His commandments and commanded us 

 
al n'tilat lulav (Amein) 

to take up the lulav (Amen) 
 

Torah Reading for Shabbat Ha’azinu and Sukkot 
 

Shabbat Ha’azinu: Deuteronomy 32:1-32:52  
     (Reading: 32:44-52) –  
                                     Haftarah:  II Samuel 22:1-51  

        
Sukkot:   Levitikus 23:33-44   

      Maftir:   Num 29:12-29:16   
     Haftarah:  Zechariah 14:7-9, 16-21 
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Ha’azinu: Under God’s wings 
Sometimes when watching nature programs, I wonder at the majesty and the 
beauty of the creatures being.  And then, a moment later, after admiring the beauty 
of the lion, you see it pouncing and killing its prey, and this thing of beauty turns 
into something quite savage.  The nature programs often move seamlessly between 
the beauty and the beast.  We know that certain animals might be majestic and 
beautiful to look at, but at the same time, we know that they can be savage killers. 
In this week’s Torah portion, as Moses continues his final address to the people, he 
implores the Israelites to follow God’s ways, making it clear to the people that their 
suffering in the past has come about as a result of their rejection of God and the 

commandments which were given to them.   
There is also a sense of Moses' own mortality with this fear of how they will fare once they enter into the 
promised land and he won’t be there to protect them, leaving them with Joshua and with God. One of the 
strong images from Moses’ song is the comparison he makes between God and an eagle. "Like an eagle 
who rouses his nestlings, gliding down to his young, so did God spread God’s wings and take you, bearing 
you along on his pinions".  
This image was first used at Sinai, as we recalled that God brought us out of Egypt "on eagles’ wings". And 
it is an interesting image to use for God. The eagle, which can be dangerous and deadly, is also associated 
with rescue and redemption. It has the potential to be a killer, but it also has the capability to be a saviour. 
In this context, we are urged to relate to the eagle not as its prey, but as its child; for the eagle was known 
to be particularly caring and nurturing of its young. 
On the banks of the Jordan Moses’ song emphasizes the fact that God has the power to save and the power 
to punish. There is a hope that as we enter the Promised Land, God will be like the eagle flying overhead, 
keeping a watch on its young, and ready to swoop down and protect them if necessary. But the eagle is 
also, by its nature, a bird of prey. And there is the implicit threat that this bird of salvation may become an 
eagle of death, swooping down to attack rather than diving down to help and protect them. 
As we read this Torah portion on Shabbat right after Yom Kippur, this imagery of life hanging in the balance 
is very appropriate. The atonement of Yom Kippur doesn’t change our responsibility to be cautious about 
every step we do, every decision we make. The consequences we have to face afterwards are not banked 
for the next High Holy Days. They influence our relationship to the eternal continuously, every single 
moment, every second. It is on us whether God is the eagle that can save us or the one that can punish. 
Shabbat Shalom 
Rabbi Adrian M Schell (Source R’ D Burkeman) 
Podcast of Rabbi Schell’s weekly Sermons Tuesdays on Radio Today (10h30) or:  http://goo.gl/LsHQrY. 
 

SHABBAT SERVICES & EVENTS 
FRIDAY EVENING: 18:00 Kabbalat Shabbat Service 

KIDS’ CLUB YOUTH ACTIVITIES 18:00 - 19.00 for ages 3–10 weekly with Kendyll, excl. Family Services 

FAMILY SERVICE 18:00 –11 November; 09 December 

BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS—Last Friday of every month 28 October 

SHABBAT MORNING: 08:30 - 12.00 CHEDER – Term 4: 15 October – 03 December 

10:00 SHABBAT SHACHARIT SERVICE 

10.00 - 11.00 CHILDREN’S SERVICE; 11.00 - 12.00 YOUTH ACTIVITIES every Saturday with Kendyll 

Rabbi Adrian M Schell – rabbi.schell@betdavid.org.za – SMS or WhatsApp: 076-4486672 (emergencies)  
accounts@betdavid.org.za (Diane) / admin1@betdavid.org.za (Glynnis) 
admin2@betdavid.org.za (Sharon) / youth@betdavid.org.za (Kendyll)  

Tel:  +27 11 7837117 / Office hours 09.00 – 14.30 (Mon-Thurs) 09.00 –13.00 (Fri & Erev Yom Tov)  
 www.betdavid.org.za / http://www.facebook.com/BetDavidSandton 

Emergency numbers: CSO 0861800018; Hatzolah 0832221818; Shalom Bayit 0113210505  
CAP 0861 227 227 / 0861 CAP CAP, to report any suspicious activity 

CSO Security tip: The CSO urges you to pay closer attention to the security during Sukkot, when the 
community spends more time outdoors. Report any emergencies/suspicious behaviour to 086 18000 18. 
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