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Message from the Rabbi—Parshat Vayera 

Dear congregants, dear friends here in South Africa 

and all around the world,  

 

Over 60 years ago I went on a great adventure—

travelling to Prague by scooter.  I had just heard 

that one of our family, cousin Hilde has survived 

Terezin and Auschwitz.  While there I was taken to 

the Altneushul, the oldest synagogue in Europe, 

and there I was to hear the stories of Rabbi Loew, 

the Maharal of Prague. With him came the 

romantic stories of his creation—the Golem, the man made of clay whose 

duty it was to protect the Jews of Prague from the anti-Semitic attacks on 

them. 

Four hundred years after his death, the Maharal of Prague remains a 

larger than life figure, just like his statue that stands in front of the Prague 

city hall. He was a bridge figure between worlds. He helped to close the 

gaps between the medieval period and the stirrings of modernity in the 

Enlightenment; between Torah and science; between philosophy and 

mysticism. Above all, he is appreciated for explaining the most difficult 

passages in the Aggada, making the intent of rabbis of old, clear to the 

student intent on mining their deep wisdom from their sometimes obscure 

words. 

We could do with the Maharal in the world today. 

Shabbat shalom 

Rabbi Dr  Richard Newman 

 



Refuah Shleima—Speedy Recovery 

Arthur Kruger, Bobbie Rachamin (PE), 

Bucka Jankes, Denise Rubin,  

Doreen Greenberg, Doreen van der Riet, 

Elene Smith, Gail Scheuble,  

Michelle Ross, Wilfred Lautenberg 
 

Yahrzeits  

Sonya Lazarus, cousin of Myrna Margo 
Nathan Brinkman, father of Abe Brinkman 

Alan Kronson, brother of Daryl Kronson 

Trevor Kramer, son of Carol Kramer 

Walter Isaacs, father of Merle Oshry  

and grandfather of Warren Oshry 

Les Evans, husband of Brenda Evans 

Dr Teddy Abro, father of  

Lynne Raphaely and John Abro 

Sylvia Blitz, mother of Sandy Levenberg 

Bernard (Boundy) Kramer, husband of 

Carol Kramer 

Judah Christoph Thobakgale, father of 

Jacob Thobakgale  

 
 המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים 

May God comfort you among the other 

mourners of Zion and Jerusalem 

 

Thank you for recent donations 

To DPJC/Beit David (Durban Progres-

sive Congregation) for their generous 

donation to Bet David in appreciation of 

the warm inclusion of the Beit David 

community in our streamed High Holy 

Day Services and the honours afforded to 

their members over High Holy Days 

To Geoff and Pat van Flymen for their 

High Holy Day donation 

To Merle Oshry for her donation in 

memory of her father, Walter Isaacs 

To Abe Brinkman for his donation in 

memory of his father, Nathan Brinkman 

Birthdays (02—08 November) 

Mike Goodman, Brett Steingo,  

Warren Oshry, Fiona Capstick,  

Davina Gaddin-Xenophontos,  

Chris De Beer, Carol Cowan,  

Marion Hassall, Monty Hacker,  

Carol Alexander, Amanda Rogaly,  

Jessica Linde 

Children under 14— Max Shakinovsky 

Happy Birthday to you! 

Rabbi Elisheva Salamo 

This Saturday,   

07 November, during 

our regular Shabbat 

morning service, 

streamed from 10am,  

the weekly sermon 

will be given by guest 

Rabbi Elisheva  Salamo, from San  

Francisco:  

Laughter, Tears, and the Mouth 

That Cannot Speak: Vayera on the 

Persistence of Hope. Time. 

“This week's Torah portion is filled with 

amazing stories - not always ones we 

like!  Cities are annihilated, rulers are 

mislead, children are (almost) sacrificed. 

Amidst the pain we rejoice in new life 

and prepare for the next generation 

to connect in a special way to the  

Divine. We will look at the spiritual and 

cultural shifts intertwined in the lives of 

the first family: Abraham, Sarah, Hagar, 

Ishmael and Isaac, and how they drive 

the characters towards the creation of 

a new (and holier) society.“  

Rabbi Elisheva   

To read about Rabbi Elisheva, please fol-

low this link to her website: https://

www.rabbielishevasalamo.com/    

https://www.rabbielishevasalamo.com/
https://www.rabbielishevasalamo.com/


UPDATE FROM THE 
CHAIRMAN 

This year has brought 
about several changes 

to, and challenges for Bet David.  The Covid 
19 pandemic and the subsequent national    
shutdown meant that religious and            
educational services could not be conducted 
face to face in the synagogue or in the            
classrooms. These challenges have been met 
using virtual meeting platforms.  The new 
streaming capabilities enable us to            
broadcast Shabbat and festival services          
directly from the Synagogue with input from 
congregants,  who either record honours at 
home or come to the Synagogue to record 
for insertion during services.  This has               
enabled us to maintain a connection with 
our congregants. After careful consideration 
of the risk of having congregants attend   
Synagogue, as well as the stringent safety 
protocols, the Management Committee 
made the decision to keep the Synagogue 
closed to congregants.  While the virus will 
be with us for the foreseeable future, we 
hope that 2021 will bring with it low levels 
of viral transmission that make it safe to 
return to our Synagogue, at least in small 
groups.  We will keep you up to date. 

The departure of Rabbi Schell has presented 
an added challenge at this time.  As you are 
all aware, we have procured the services of 
Rabbi Dr Richard Newman as interim rabbi 
until 20 December.  Rabbi Newman is      
available during office hours should anyone 
wish to engage with him. He is also available 
to conduct life cycle events, should they 
arise during his tenure.  Please contact 
Glynnis Kanar in the office to arrange a 
meeting. 

A rabbinic search committee has been hard 
at work and has, so far, interviewed three 
candidates for the position of senior               
rabbi.  The search has been broadened and 

an advertisement for the position of Rabbi 
for Bet David has been submitted to the 
Central Conference of American Rab-
bis,  who assist with the international place-
ment of rabbinic staff.   We want to assure 
the congregants of Bet David that every 
effort is being made to secure the services 
of a rabbi who will be a good fit for our con-
gregation and who will contribute to the 
religious and social evolution of Bet David. 

Stay safe,                                                               
Desmond Sweke 

Considering a Gap Year? 

Now is the perfect time to go for it! 

Registration is open for Masa's 2020 

Virtual Gap Year Fair!  

ISRAEL CENTRE 

<marketing@israelcentre.co.za> 

Register here: 

http://sazf.evlink10.net/servlet/

link/20718/68538/32551775/540595>  

During our 24-hour online Gap Year 

Fair on Sunday, November 15, teens 

and parents will be able to learn about 

all the options to spend a gap year in 

Israel, and get a chance to speak to pro-

gram organizers one-on-one to get the 

full scope of what our programs look 

like and how they've adjusted during 

the pandemic.  

Introduction to Judaism Course 

Save the date:  

As part of the ITJ programme, the 

class will visit The  Johannesburg 

Holocaust & Genocide Centre on           

12  November.  Contact Diane for 

details: 

admin2@betdavid.org.za 

http://sazf.evlink10.net/servlet/link/20718/68538/32551775/540595
http://sazf.evlink10.net/servlet/link/20718/68538/32551775/540595


 Services (06— 07 November 2020) 

All our services are being streamed on Youtube: 

Please click here: http://tiny.cc/BD-YouTube 

Bet David—Progressive Jewish Congregation 

Rabbi Emeritus Hillel Avidan  

Desmond Sweke, Chairman 

PO Box 78189, Sandton 2146, South Africa, +27 11 783 7117 

www.betdavid.org.za / http://www.facebook.com/BetDavidSandton 

————————————————— Get in touch——————————————— 

Office: admin1@betdavid.org.za (Glynnis) admin2@betdavid.org.za (Diane) 

Management Committee: mancom@betdavid.org.za —Cheder: Diane McColl 

Bookkeeper: accounts@betdavid.org.za (Di) — Choir: doronkanar@gmail.com 

 Office hours Mon, Wed, Fri 9:00 - 13:00; Erev Yom Tov 9:00 - 12:00 

Banking Details:  

Bet David: FNB Wierda Valley; Acc no: 59210012529, Branch no: 260950  

Sisterhood: Nedbank Sandton, Acc no: 1970 476 214, Branch no: 197005.  

[Please always include a reference: Name/reason] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shabbat Vayera 

Friday — 06 November 
Kabbalat Shabbat (18.00) 

 Saturday—07 November 

Shabbat morning service (10.00) 

Sermon by Rabbi Elisheva Salamo 

 

Torah Reading:  

Genesis 18:1—22:20(Plaut p.123) 

http://tiny.cc/Torah-Reading 

Haftarah for Vayera:   

Second Kings 4:1-37 (Plaut p.149) 

http://tiny.cc/Haftarah)  

Our Mishkan T‘filah prayerbook is 

available as a free online flip-book here:  

http://tiny.cc/Mishkan 

Thursday, 05 November  

at 18.00, Irwin Manoim will 

give a zoom talk on his 

newly published book   

Mavericks inside the Tent.   

The Zoom link is: 

https://beiteman.link/

bezoomclub.  

This should prove a fascinating talk and 

relevant to Progressive Jews from all 

South African congregations.  All are 

welcome. 

I.T.J. Programme 

Continues this Thursday, 05 November  

at 17h45 with Hebrew 101 with Diane 

McColl and Hebrew 102 with Rabbi Dr 

Richard Newman, and Jewish Studies 

session at 19h30 with Ian Mann.  

Congregants are welcome to join. Please 

contact 011-7837117 for the zoom link. 

http://tiny.cc/BD-YouTube
http://www.betdavid.org.za
http://www.facebook.com/BetDavidSandton
http://tiny.cc/Torah-Reading
http://tiny.cc/Haftarah
http://tiny.cc/Mishkan
https://beiteman.link/bezoomclub
https://beiteman.link/bezoomclub

