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          Bet David Survey 
Dear Members,  
I would appreciate it if you could complete this survey on the High Holidays and the 
operations of Bet David.  

The survey uses an online app so collection and analysis is easy, and it is not possi-
ble for us to identify who replied. A number of members can reply to the survey 
from the same computer. (We have allowed that option.)  

Instruction:  

To start the survey click on the URL below.  You MUST tick one option for each ques-
tion, only then will a green button SUBMIT be visible. Pressing this button will lead 
you to the next question. Once the last question is completed, you will be informed 
that the survey is complete. It should not take 4 minutes. 

https://survey.survicate.com/b68a7d80677dc08c/?p=anonymous 

Thanks and kind regards,  
Ian Mann (Vice Chairman) 

The Management Committee of Bet David has 
pleasure to announce that  Rabbi Elisheva                
Salamo will be arriving in South Africa in              
January 2022 and will conduct her first service 
in the synagogue on Friday, 14 January 2022.    
It has been over a year that the congregation 

has been without a resident rabbi and the Management Committee 
thanks all congregants for their forbearance  with the delay due to the 
protracted legal process of relocation.   We look forward to Rabbi’s arrival 
and her meeting all our members.  

Rabbi Elisheva Salamo will be participating in the SA Rabbinical 

Kallah from  3.11 to 6.11. She is  then on vacation from 7.11 to 

15.11, returning to her office on Tuesday 16.11. Rabbi will be 

unavailable for appointments during this period.  

https://survey.survicate.com/b68a7d80677dc08c/?p=anonymous


 

 

FROM THE RABBI’S DESK 

This month marks the yahrzeit of Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, whose                     
assassination by a young Orthodox Jew, Yigal Amir, at a rally for peace shook the 
world.   At the time I was in my second year as the student rabbi of Congregation 

Sons of Israel in Chambersburg, PA.  I  was studying with Adam Epstein in preparation for his Bar 
Mitzvah, when the phone rang.  A friend, Amy Klein, told me urgently to listen to the radio 
news.  Adam and I dropped our study, though Torah is greatly important, and listened to the sad 
news. I told him (as I had been told when I was little older than he the day that Harvey Milk and 
George Moscone were assassinated in San Francisco) that he was experiencing a tragedy that 
went beyond the personal and the political, and into the realm of world change. 
Yitzhak Rabin was born in Jerusalem in 1922; his military career began in 1940 when he joined 
the "Palmach", the elite unit of the Haganah. During the War of Independence  he commanded 
the Harel Brigade, deployed on the Jerusalem front. For the next 20 years, he served with the 
Israeli Defense Force in various capacities, including commanding the Army during the Six-Day 
War. In 1968 he was appointed ambassador to the United States. In 1973, Rabin returned to  
Israel and became active in the Labour Party. He was elected Member of the Knesset in  1973 
and served as Prime Minister, Minister of Defense, as well as being chairman of the Israel  Labour 
Party. He was instrumental in negotiating the land for peace agreement with Egypt, worked         
towards peace with Lebanon and Jordan and the establishment of a security zone to guarantee 
peace to the settlements along Israel's northern border.   In 1992, Rabin formed Israel's 25th    
government and became Prime Minister for the second time and Minister of Defense, and acting 
Minister of Religious Affairs, Labour and Social Affairs. In 1994, he was awarded the Nobel Peace 
prize, together with Shimon Peres and Yassir Arafat, for the Oslo agreements which were to lead 
to division of land and peace with the  Palestinians.  I had just returned from living in Israel that 
Fall, and all the rabbinical students left class to watch the historic handshake on the White House 
lawn.  
 Yitzhak Rabin’s death shocked us all.  As Simkha Weintraub said, “We have found the enemy, 
and it is us."  How could a Jew have killed such an important leader? Amir thought of Rabin as a 
‘rodef’, a talmudic category of person who is chasing after others to destroy or murder them.  By 
allowing for the possibility of self-governance by the Palestinian authority in areas largely                
populated by Palestinians, but still with substantial Jewish settlements, Amir felt Rabin was         
endangering the lives of the settlers, and that he had to act to remove the danger.   Better the 
loss of one life than so many.   Yigal Amir wore a kippah and studied at Bar-llan University, where 
after the assassination,  classes were called off and a campus-wide assembly was held, where 
participants pledged to fight intolerance and agitation.  As we know, the assassination also 
sparked some of the more fierce waves of suicide bombings, and the Israeli people elected a 
more conservative government.  The peace process mapped out at Oslo never really went into 
effect – neither side seemed to have the strength to pull through the tragic loss of such a                 
charismatic leader, and the tensions between Palestinians and Israelis continue to this day. 
What would have happened if Rabin had lived?   There is no way of knowing.  Besides mourning 
for a great man, and someone whose career led him firmly to work for peace, the anniversary of 
his death can give us cause to stop and think about how important one person can be.  In this                
season, just as we prepare to rejoice with Chanukah, we can remember Rabin, and remind           
ourselves of how essential we each are to the future of the world.  May it come to all of us in 
light and joy. 
Blessings, Rabbi Elisheva 



 

 

The opinions expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of Bet David, its management or 
staff.  We reserve the right to edit articles in the interest of brevity. We apologise for any omissions or 
errors. Please notify the office of  any simchas, bereavements and achievements to be included in the 

weekly newsletter. 

                                                            

                              Malachi the Prophet               

Did you know that there was an era when the light of Judaism burned 
very low, when both priest and ordinary man treated sacred things 
with a weary indifference? This was about the year 450 before the 
Common Era. The Second Temple had been built but the returned  
exiles were disappointed in the way of life surrounding the Temple and their  
enthusiasm waned. 

Into this gap stepped Malachi. He boldly proclaimed the Divine Presence and reminded 
the people of the destiny of Israel. Malachi praised the tribe of Levi for maintaining  
respect for and worship of God. This helped to sustain the Jewish faith in those  
turbulent times. 

In this week’s haftorah he extolls the brotherhood of man. “Are we not all from one 
father who  created us? Why do we deal treacherously every man against his brother?” 

This is known as universalism and reaffirms the Almighty as the God of all nations and 
all peoples, not exclusively Jews. This is worth remembering in our society which has a 
great variety of races, cultures, languages and religions. We all have one Supreme  
Father.                                                                                                           
Shabbat shalom 

Shabbat Comment                                    by David Woolf    

Custom-made Judaica 
for the perfect B’nei 
Mitzvah or wedding 
gift, Kippot, tallis & 
tallis clips and much 
more. For your all your 
Judaica needs please 
email Gail on  
scheuble@global.co.za  

Judaica  

Deadline Wednesdays at 12pm 

admin2@betdavid.org.za    

To attend Shabbat services contact      
admin2@betdavid.org.za   to  reserve 
your seat. 

For your safety and that of other          
congregants and staff  members of Bet 

David, please take careful note of the  following: 

· Only congregants who are vaccinated, either fully or                
partially will be permitted on site.  

·  Temperature taking and registration for tracing will be    
completed on entry to the synagogue.  Anyone with a      
temperature of 37.4° or more will not be granted access to 
the synagogue. 

· Social distancing to be adhered to. 

·  Masks to be worn at all times. 

The management committee of Bet David looks forward 
to welcoming  you back to Shul. 

mailto:admin2@betdavid.org.za


 

 

Weekly Yahrzeits  

Judah Christoph Thobakgale, father  
of Jacob Thobakgale 

Marcus Weitzmann, cousin of Ashley Sweke 
Mel Hill, partner of Di Kuhlenthal 

Dr Hugh Alec Benjamin, uncle  
of Myrna Margo 

Nohum Dimant, father of Simon Dimant 
Dorothy Sobel, mother of Gerald Sobel 

Fritz Perlstein, husband of Sybil Perlstein 
Betty (Rebecca) Levy, mother  

of Dr Arnold Levin 
Alec Egnal, father of the late Trevor Egnal, 

grandfather of Ashley, Warren, Darryl & Jason 
Mark Jacobs, nephew of Ivan Walt 

Harry Cohen, father of Pat van Flymen 
Jack Cohen, father of Pam Sher 

Happy Birthday 

Mazal tov to those celebrating their  
birthdays during the week  

01-07 November:  
Derek Cohen, Morris Kotzen,  

Jessica Joselowitz, Mike Goodman, 
Warren Oshry,  

Davina Gaddin-Xenophontos,  
Fiona Capstick, Chris De Beer,  
Carol Cowan, Marion Hassall,  

Amanda Rogaly, Monty Hacker,  
Children under 14:  
Max Shakinovsky 

Mazal Tov 

To Abe and Barbara Brinkman on 
the birth of a granddaughter, Shay. 
Mazal tov to parents Shelley and 
Jason Rivkind and little sister Janna.   

Thank You  

To Barry and Jenifer Berold (USA)  for their 
High Holy Day donation  
To Pat van Flymen for her yahrzeit donation 
in memory of her father, Harry Cohen 

Refuah Sheleimah—Speedy Recovery 

Orit Aharon, Arthur Kruger, Bev Kroll,   
Isaac Livni, Jon Paul, Lisa Kahanovitz,  

Melanie Sohn, Pam Simwawa, Zonny Joffe  
and all who are ill at this time.  

Our prayers are with you for your speedy  
return to good health.  

Support Staff Appeal 

As year end 
holidays are 
around the 
corner, we call 
on congregants  

to make a donation towards holiday 
parcels for the four groundstaff 
members who will be going home to 
celebrate the holidays with their 
families.    
Please contact Diane on 
admin2@betdavid.org.za   should 
you wish to contribute.                     
These members of staff work  in the 
background cleaning and 
maintaining  the synagogue and its 
precincts and your donations would 
assist us to show the appreciation of 
the Bet David Family for their 
dedication  and hard work. 

Urgent Appeal for Children’s Clothes 

For ages birth to teenage for Granny Evelyn’s 
Crèche in 8th Street, Alexandra. Please drop 
off your donations at the shul or contact  
Cynthia Rosen, Chair Bet David Kehillah, on 
cynthia@mvmedia.co.za.  
Thanking you in advance for your help. 



 

 

All our Shabbat services are streamed on YouTube:  http://tiny.cc/BD-YouTube 
A library of our past streamed services for Shabbat and High Holy Days is available for  

viewing on the Bet David YouTube Channel. Click on the link http://tiny.cc/BD-YouTube 

Bet David—Progressive Jewish Congregation 

Desmond Sweke, Chairman   

Rabbi Emeritus Hillel Avidan  

PO Box 78189, Sandton 2146, South Africa, +27 11 783 7117 

www.betdavid.org.za / http://www.facebook.com/BetDavidSandton 

————————————————— Get in touch——————————————— 

Office: admin1@betdavid.org.za (Glynnis) admin2@betdavid.org.za (Diane) 

Management Committee: mancom@betdavid.org.za —Cheder: Diane McColl 

Bookkeeper: accounts@betdavid.org.za (Di Edel) — Choir: doronkanar@gmail.com 

 Office hours Mon - Thurs 08:30-15:00, Fridays 9:00 - 13:00; Erev Yom Tov 9:00 - 12:00 

Banking Details:  

Bet David: FNB Wierda Valley; Acc no: 59210012529, Branch no: 260950  

BD Sisterhood (Kehillah): Nedbank Sandton, Acc no: 1970 476 214, Branch no: 197005.  

[Please always include a reference: Name/reason]  

Friday—05 November: 
 18.00—Kabbalat Shabbat Toldot 

http://tiny.cc/BD-YouTube 
  Saturday—06 November: 

08.30—Youth Service with Diane McColl (see right) 
09.00—Torah Study with Rabbi Elisheva 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86760542718  
10.00—Shacharit morning service  

http://tiny.cc/BD-YouTube 
Weekly Torah reading:  

Genesis 27:30 –40 (Plaut p.180; Hertz p. 99) 
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.25.19-28.9?

lang=bi&aliyot=0  
Haftarah: Malachi 1:1-2:7 (Plaut p.191; Hertz p.102) 

https://www.sefaria.org/I_Kings.1.1-31?lang=bi  

No Sunday conversational Hebrew or  
Wednesday learning session this week as  

Rabbi Elisheva will be on vacation 

Unsubscribe 

Prayerbook Siddur: http://tiny.cc/Mishkan  

  Shabbat Toldot 
Youth  Service this  

Shabbat @ 08.30 

Shabbat Morning Service                

designed for young congregants 

with prayers read  

by young congregants.   

https://us04web.zoom.us/

j/8472483338?

pwd=QkZXQ2w1Zzd0V0o4eFZ6WE

dSV1NCdz09 
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