
 

 

 

Bet David 

3 Middle Road 

Morningside, Sandton 

12-13 November 2021                                                      Shabbat Vayeitzei      

 
  

Last Shabbat we celebrated the birthdays of Fiona Capstick and Chris de Beer.  

Above L-R: Lucy Frank, Joan Smith, Rene Labuschagne, Fiona Capstick, Ian Mann, 

Chris de Beer, Lidia Beer and Abe Brinkman. [Photo by Jacob Thobakgale] 

If you didn’t manage to complete the survey last week…. 
Dear Members, 

If you did not manage to complete the survey last week,  I would 
appreciate it if you could complete this survey on the High               
Holidays and the operations of Bet David.  

The survey uses an online app so collection and analysis is easy, and it is not possible for us 
to identify who replied. A number of members can reply to the survey from the same    
computer. (We have allowed that option.)  

Instruction:  To start the survey, please click on the BAR below.  You MUST tick one option 
for each question, only then will a green button SUBMIT be visible. Pressing this button will 
lead you to the next question. Once the last question is completed, you will be                         
informed that the survey is complete. It should not take more than 4 minutes.  
LINK TO SURVEY:  

Thanks and kind regards, Ian Mann (Vice Chairman) 

Kristallnacht Commemoration Event—9 November 2021.  A recording will be made  
available soon for those who missed the live broadcast. We will post the link in the Ad Kan. 

Rabbi Elisheva Salamo is on vacation from 7.11 to 15.11, returning to her office on  Tuesday 16.11. 

We wish Rabbi a relaxing holiday. She will be unavailable for appointments during this period.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe_7tl8ViZWk_U_STkqRmbMvd6lABk8q0yhJel9w-Y0NHBhdg/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0&usp=mail_form_link


 

 

FROM THE RABBI’S DESK 

I’ve been doing research for our Mysticism classes together, running now on 
Wednesdays.  As I was looking at some early Hasidic texts, I ran across a web site 
devoted to modern day Sabbateanism.  I was rather surprised at this, since I 
thought the Shabbatean movement had ended in 1666, but apparently there are 
still people who hold some of the beliefs that came out of that particularly diffi-

cult period of Jewish history! Shabbatai Tzvi was born in Smyrna, Turkey, in 1626, and by the age 
of 24 became an avid student of the Kabbalah under Reb. Isaac di Alba.  He also studies more 
‘normative’ Torah, and was ordained by Rabbi Joseph Eskapha.  Clearly an impressive student, 
Shabbatai was both extremely charismatic, and probably manic-depressive.  In 1648, he pro-
claimed himself the Messiah.  This seems like such an extraordinary thing to me – but the times 
were grim for Jews, and for Muslims (there are some strong Sufi connections in Shabbatai’s 
thought), so the times were ripe for a change.  Certainly he had an amazing effect on people: 
Rabbi Leib ben Ozer, a 17th century chronicler of the Sabbatian Advent writes: 
"You must believe that this was how it was . . . I spoke with people who ate and drank and were 
near him . . . who were not proponents [of Shabbatai Tzvi's] and they told me that there was 
none like him in stature and in the way his face looked, like that of one of God's angels . . . And 
they testified that when he sang Sabbath hymns to God, which he did several times a day . . . it 
was not possible to look into his face, for one who looked at it, it was as if he looked into 
fire...And this is one of the greatest occurrences, clearly supernatural, that came to pass in those 
days and a reason for the great belief in Shabbatai  Tzvi, for in the year five thousand four hun-
dred and twenty-six of  creation [1665], in the month of Tevet, it happened in many places, in 
Izmir and in Constantinople and in Adrianople and in Salonika, that prophets arose in hundreds 
and thousands, women and men, boys and girls and even little children; all of them prophesied in 
the holy tongue and in the language of the Zohar as well, and  none of them knew a letter of He-
brew and all the less so the language of the Zohar."  
Shabbatai was forced to leave Turkey, and traveled through Greece, Thrace, Palestine, and 
Egypt.  His Messianic career was furthered when he met Nathan of Gaza in 1665, whose publicity 
machine was one any presidential candidate would envy.  Soon, Jews in all reaches of the Old 
world – Europe, Yemen, Persia, Morocco, and Poland were convinced the Messiah had 
come.  Upon returning to Turkey in 1666, but was captured and imprisoned by the Turkish au-
thorities, who gave him the choice of conversion to Islam or death.  Understandably, he chose 
conversion, and disillusioned thousands and thousands of followers, many of whom had sold all 
their possessions in the conviction that the Messiah had arrived.  
His followers maintained that the idea behind the conversion was the repair (tikkun) of the 
world, to bring about a sacred reconciliation between Judaism and Islam.  Thus he ‘died’ for the 
sake of the world. Most people went back to living, after much hardship in rebuilding their lives, 
and the fallout included a distrust of anything mystical that strengthened a century later with the 
rise of the teachings of the Ba’al Shem Tov, founder of the Chassidic ideology. Now, relatively 
normalised after the false messianic trauma, the more mystical version of our tradition has much 
beauty and deep meaning to instruct us.  While I don’t believe in the Messiah as an individual, I 
would love to find indeed a way for that holy recognition to take place, where all people can re-
joice in the Divine presence in peace. Let us make Bet David a stronghold of spiritual exploration 
and reach out to our neighbours to create a nexus of possibility. 
L’Shalom, Rabbi Elisheva 



 

 

The opinions expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of Bet David, its management or 
staff.  We reserve the right to edit articles in the interest of brevity. We apologise for any omissions or 
errors. Please notify the office of  any simchas, bereavements and achievements to be included in the 

weekly newsletter. 

                                                            

Jewish Watchdog Revisited 

You will recall that a couple of weeks ago I wrote about the SA  Jewish 
Board of Deputies and their role in watching over Jewish interests in SA 
and being spokesman for the Jewish Community.  Last week the Board 
performed a difficult community function: it  participated in the election 
observer team which ensures that everything is fair and above board.          
The Board regards this as participatory democracy, getting up and helping to  maintain 
proper standards in holding an election.  The Board of Deputies sees this as working for the 
benefit of human relations  between Jews and other peoples in South Africa “based on       
mutual respect, understanding and goodwill”, in the words of the Board. The fact that        
Jewish leadership heads this up is certainly to the credit of the whole community. We          
Jewish people have been taught to be considerate towards our fellow citizens and the       
community at large. 

Shabbat shalom 

Shabbat Comment                                    by David Woolf    

Custom-made Judaica 
for the perfect B’nei 
Mitzvah or wedding 
gift, Kippot, tallis & 
tallis clips and much 
more. For your all your 
Judaica needs please 
email Gail on  
scheuble@global.co.za  

Judaica  

Deadline Wednesdays at 12pm 

admin2@betdavid.org.za    

Bet David has now opened its doors for 
in person attendance at weekly and        
festival services. For your safety and that 
of other  congregants and staff  members 
of Bet David, please take careful note of 
the  following: 

·  Only congregants who are vaccinated, either fully or                
partially will be permitted on site.  

·  Temperature taking and registration for tracing will be    
completed on entry to the synagogue.  Anyone with a      
temperature of 37.4° or more will not be granted access to 
the synagogue. 

·    Social distancing to be adhered to. 

·   Masks to be worn at all times. 

The management committee of Bet David looks forward 
to welcoming  you back to Shul. 

  

 The policy at Bet David is that children over 25 need to become                  
members in their own right. The “family with children rates” is for              
members with children / varsity students / adults living at home under the 
age of 25.  Should you fall into this over 25 category and want to apply 
for  membership please contact either Glynnis or Di Edel to discuss fees 
and receive a membership form. 



 

 

Weekly Yahrzeits  

Abraham Gordon, father of David Gordon 
Harry Abraham Brinkman, brother  

of Abe Brinkman 
Yetta Barwin, mother Sylvia Borstein 

Ishbel Stransky, mother of Alon Stransky 
Fred Sinek, father of Mike Sinek 

Norman Isaacs, grandfather of Louise Isaacs 
Errol Cooper, father of Lesley Cohn 

Sylvia Walt, mother of Ivan Walt 
Dedication of Memorial Leaf on Tree of Life: 

Craig Allenby, son of Sylvia Allenby  
and remembered by the Allenby family  

and his friends at Bet David 

Happy Birthday 

Mazal tov to those celebrating their  
birthdays during the week  

08-14 November:  
Ryan Licht, Myron Mer,  

Janis Jordan, Vanessa Carpel,  
Angie Bar, Tony Rubin,  

Selwyn Gluckman, Haydn Goldman 
Ashley Leibowitz 

Children under 14:  
Eli Joffe 

Mazal Tov 

To Warren and Nicole Ross on the 
birth of a second son on 4 November, 
brother to Gabriella and Joshua, 
and grandson to Michael and Michelle 
Ross 

Thank You  

To Sylvia Allenby for her generous donation 
to Bet David in loving memory of her son, 
Craig Allenby 
To Jacob Thobakgale for his yahrzeit  
donation in memory of his late father, Judah  
Christoph Thobakgale 
To Gail Saul for her donation towards the 
ground Staff end-of-year appeal 
To Leigh & Lisa Brand for their donation of 
children’s clothing to Granny Evelyn’s Crèche  

Refuah Sheleimah—Speedy Recovery 

Orit Aharon, Arthur Kruger, Bev Kroll,   
Isaac Livni, Jon Paul, Zonny Joffe,  

and all who are ill at this time.  
Our prayers are with you for your speedy  

return to good health.  Support Staff Appeal 

As year end 
holidays are 
around the 
corner, we call 
on congregants  
to make a 

donation towards holiday parcels for 
the four groundstaff members who 
will be going home to celebrate the 
holidays with their families.    
Please contact Diane on 
admin2@betdavid.org.za   should 
you wish to contribute.                     
These members of staff work  in the 
background cleaning and 
maintaining  the synagogue and its 
precincts and your donations would 
assist us to show the appreciation of 
the Bet David Family for their 
dedication  and hard work. 

Urgent Plea for Children’s Clothes 

Bet David Kehillah is appealing clothing for ages 
birth to teenage for Granny Evelyn’s Crèche in 
8th Street, Alexandra. Please drop off your  
donations at the shul or email Cynthia Rosen on 
cynthia@mvmedia.co.za.  
Thanking you for your support. 



 

 

All our Shabbat services are streamed on YouTube:  http://tiny.cc/BD-YouTube 
A library of our past streamed services for Shabbat and High Holy Days is available for  

viewing on the Bet David YouTube Channel. Click on the link http://tiny.cc/BD-YouTube 

Bet David—Progressive Jewish Congregation 

Desmond Sweke, Chairman   

Rabbi Emeritus Hillel Avidan  

PO Box 78189, Sandton 2146, South Africa, +27 11 783 7117 

www.betdavid.org.za / http://www.facebook.com/BetDavidSandton 

————————————————— Get in touch——————————————— 

Office: admin1@betdavid.org.za (Glynnis) admin2@betdavid.org.za (Diane) 

Management Committee: mancom@betdavid.org.za —Cheder: Diane McColl 

Bookkeeper: accounts@betdavid.org.za (Di Edel) — Choir: doronkanar@gmail.com 

 Office hours Mon - Thurs 08:00-15:00, Fridays 8:00 - 13:00; Erev Yom Tov 8:00 - 12:00 

Banking Details:  

Bet David: FNB Wierda Valley; Acc no: 59210012529, Branch no: 260950  

BD Sisterhood (Kehillah): Nedbank Sandton, Acc no: 1970 476 214, Branch no: 197005.  

[Please always include a reference: Name/reason]  

Friday—12 November: 
 18.00—Kabbalat Shabbat  
http://tiny.cc/BD-YouTube 
  Saturday—13 November: 

08.30—Youth Service with Diane McColl (see right) 
No Torah Study this week 

09.45—Leaf dedication ceremony for  
late Craig Allenby (Bet David foyer) 
10.00—Shacharit morning service  

http://tiny.cc/BD-YouTube 
Weekly Torah reading:  

Genesis 31:19-28 (Plaut p.204; Hertz p. 114) 
Haftarah: Hosea 12:13-14:10  

(Plaut p.214; Hertz p.118) 
 

No Sunday conversational Hebrew or  
Wednesday learning session this week as  

Rabbi Elisheva will be on vacation 

Unsubscribe 

Prayerbook Siddur: http://tiny.cc/Mishkan  

  Shabbat Vayeitzei 
Youth  Service this  

Shabbat @ 08.30 

Shabbat Morning Service                

designed for young congregants 

with prayers read  

by young congregants.   

https://us04web.zoom.us/

j/8472483338?

pwd=QkZXQ2w1Zzd0V0o4eFZ6WE

dSV1NCdz09 
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